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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 


THIS Second Edition of 'Recollections of Oxford' has 
resulted, first, from the frequent hints of friends that the 
rapid sale of the first edition, and the generally favourable 
N" otices of it, would justify are-appearance; and, secondly, 
from a conscientious desire to correct numerous errors and 
qualify some mis-statements. For the due discharge of this 
task (I might almost call it a duty) I have been ably assisted 
by voluntary and even anonymous suggestions, many of 
them valuable, and most of them thankfully adopted. This 
help, however, has not prevented the careful exercise of my 
own labour, both in correcting errata and the insertion of 
new matter of illustration. 
As to the criticisms of periodicals and newspapers, what 
was fayourable I, of course, have read with pleasure: of 
anything of a contrary character, I can assert that it has no 
place in my 'Recollections.' I will only say, by way of 
justification, and in reply to some of my Northern critics, 
that I never pretended to write as a philosopher, nor even 
as an historian. To the kind consideration of my future 
readers I commend this improved edition, adding my special 
thanks to l\Iessrs. Ellacombe, Rouse, E. \Yalford, Rigaud, 
1\Iacray, and though last, not least, Dr. Bloxam. for many 
valuable hints and corrections. 


OXFORD, 
December 9. 18(;9. 



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 


FOR many years I have earnestly desired that some weIl- 
qualified and loving son of 
ur Alma 
Iater would arise 
from among us, to catch her striking but varying features 
and transmit them to his successors. 
Having however looked in vain for such an one, and 
having again and again been asked why I did not under- 
take the task myself, I was induced, a few years since, to 
put together my early and later 'Recollections' of beloved 
Oxford. From having always lived here, the circumstances 
of past events have been kept alive by the constant' admo- 
nitio loci'; or rather, having never quite died out, they 
required but a little fanning of memory's 'mitior aura' to 
stand out clearly before me. 
Having had such frequent occasion in the following 
pages to use the first per
on, I will not leng
hen this Pre- 
face, except to ask indulgence for any apparent.. discre- 
pancies of dates, caused by the different times of recording 
my , Recollections' and the fact that they have been lying 
on my shelf for seven or eight 'ears. 


OXFORD, 
July 17, 1868. 
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Ieminisse juvabit. 


Recollections and CollectÙJlzs. 


A.D. 1789 to A.D. 1796. 


IT is obvious that my ear!J' 'RecollecHons' may rather be 
called 'Collections,' daily impressed by local and traditional 
sources of information, till my eyes and ears learnt to take 
a wider range for themselves and received a deeper impres- 
sion. 1\1 y young fingers, however, were fully sensible of 
the severe winter of 1789, which was distinguished by a 
frost that commenced on the 24th of November and con- 
tinued, with increasing severityI, for fifty-one days! 
It was in this year that, in order to support the attempt 
to revive or keep up the languishing ::.\Iusic Room, l1Iaster 
Crotch 2, 'The 1\Iusical Prodigy,' was regularly engaged to 
playa concerto on the organ at the weekly concerts. From 
four years of age, when he was exhibited as a wonder, 'non 


1 I have never forgotten some of the circumstances of that time, when 
I wa
 a young member of a large family. I do not, however, pretend 
to vie in early recollections with Lord \Yilli
l'n Lennox, who in his 
, Fifty Years' Reminiscences' records his OW11 birth in 1799-' an event of 
which (he says) I may consiùer myself the hero !' 
:l My apology for beginning with '
laster Crotch' is, that my first 
impressions were connected with music and choirs, and especially with 
wonderful stories of his early musical development. 
B 



2 


RECOLLECTIO.YS OF OXFORD. 


liS!) 


sine diis animosus infans,' he adhered to Oxford (though 
not born there), and finally succeeded to the Professorship 
of l\Iusic. The l\Iusic Room, ,yhich had maintained a 
fluctuating state of existence ever since its erection (by 
subscription) in 1742, must at least have been filled at the 
Commemoration concerts which were giyen there. How 
they could allS'lf.Jcr in a roo
 which would scarcely contain 
with comfort 400 persons, it is difficult to conceive; but 
public singers, even first-rate ones, did not then ask such 
extravagant sums for their occasional services 1 . l\Iadam 
Storace (an Englishwoman ,yho Italianised her husband's 
name 2) was for some years the prima donna on these occa- 
sions, supported by an Oxford native, 1\Iiss l\Iahon (after.. 
wards l\Iadame Seconde), and' the four l\Iiss Radcliffes from 
\V orcester.' One of these l\Iiss Radcliffes became a regular 
weekly-singer at the revived subscription-concerts at the 
l\Iusic Room; she was a very sweet singer of Handers 
songs (the only music of that day), a very pleasing, alniable 
person, and eventually n1arried to a Fellow of a Colleges. 


1 The famous Bartleman used to come to Oxford and sing at a 
concert for ten or fifteen pounds; the tickets at most fi" e shillings. The 
band was very limited, the leader and some others were paid by an 
anllual benefit-concert; several of the band were amateurs. Dr. Crotch 
gave his services, generally playing a solo on the organ. 
2 As a young chori
ter, a few years after, I well remember her singing 
Purcell's' 1\laù Bess' with great effect. and the graceful manner in which 
she transferred a share of the applause. to Crotch, for his skilful and 
brilliant accompaniment, played (as was then not unusual) from a single 
bass-line amply marked with thorough-Lass figures. 
S Oxford had not been without concerts before the building of the 
1\lusic Room. Hearne (in the year 1733) speaks with great disgust of 
'Concerts given by one Hatldel, with his dirty crew of foreign fiùlers, 
in the Theatre and in Christ-Church hall, at five shilling tickets.' I may 
be excused for adding, ':\lr. \Yalter Powel, Superior Bedel in Divinity, 
sang with them all alalle'--whatever that meant. 
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This year witnessed great and sincere rejoicings, with 
feastings and illuminations, on George the Third's recovery 
from his first mental illness. The University of Oxford of 
course sent up an address of congratulation, which was 
presented by Lord .J\Torth, Chancellor of the University, 
followed by the Vice-Chancellor, Dr. CookeI, President of 
Corpus, and a full Delegacy. 
In this year and in several following years an ingenious 
native of Oxford, l\Ir. Sadler (afterwards known as 'the 
Aëronaut '), gave lectures on what he called 'philosophic 
fire-\vorks ;' the taste for hard 'words of Greek formation 
had not yet set in, or he would prooably have called them 
, pyrotechnics.' 1\Ir. Sadler was a clever, practical, and 
experimental manipulator in chemistry, and as such was 
patronised by the University, or rather by the few scientific 
men then in the University; what the University, as such, 
did or even professed to do in scientific matters at that 
period it were hard to say 2. The Aldrichian Professorship 
of Chemistry, as we know, was not in full action till 1803 ; 
-but the Laboratory under the l\Iuseun1 had not been 
without a Lecturer. Certainly before Dr. I(idd's time Oxford 
had the advantage of frequent, or at least occasional Lec- 


1 It seems strange (judging from subse1uent instances of patronage 
and promotion) that Dr. COGke never got any ecclesiastical preferment; 
especially as he received several Royal visits at Corpus, when the Royal 
Family drove o\er from Nun
ham to lionise O
ford. After one of 
these visits the President caused a door to be opened from his own 
premises into the College garden and used to call it · the King's door, 
either (as it was said) from the King (George Ill) having suggested 
it, or (as is more probable) from the Doctor having himself perceived 
the want of it on such an occasion and the convenience at all times. 

 In a Biographical Dictionary published in 17R4 I read, · Dr. Plot 
is said to have been appointed by the Yice-Chancellor the first Professor 
of Chemistry.' 


B 2 



4 


RECOLLECTI01VS OF O...YEORD. 


17 8 9 


tures, given by Dr. Beddoes 'on Chemistry and also on 
Strata and Rocks.' 
It was on June 1 29, 1789, that the (locally) famous 
, lIIagdalen oak' fell down, at the entrance of what were then 
commonly called 'l\Iagdalen JVater- JValks.' It was twenty- 
one feet nine inches in girth, and was traditionally said to 
have been an old tree at the founding of the College; indeed 
it was supposed to have been six hundred years old at its 
fall. It fell in the middle of the night, 'accompanied by 
a violent, rushing noise and a shock felt throughout the 
College.' A large state-chair made of it was used for many 
years in the hall of l\Iagdalen 2 College, as a seat for the 


1 June, on the authority of the Inscription on the Chair: 'Quercus 
11agdalenensis corruit Festo S. Petri 1789.' St. Peter's day is the 29 th 
of June. An Oxford artist (and musician) named ?\Ialchair published 
a view of the Oak, both standing and as it lay after its fall. 
2 Having been educated in the School and Choir of l\Iagdalcn Col- 
lege, it is but reasonabJe, as well as natural, that my earliest 'Recol- 
lections' should be so often connected with that Society. 
Thou dear old College! by whatever name 
Natives or strangers call our' Oxford Queen,' 
To me, from days long past, thou'rt aye the same,- 
?\Iaudlin,- or 
1agdalen,-"-:or ?\Iagdalene. 
Not ?\Iagdalenè-as I have heard it pronounced in church by scru- 
pulous or fantastic persons, who seem not to have learned a lesson from 
the young man in the Spectator, .vhose toast 'Elizabetha' was by 
acclamation cut down to plain 'ness.' l\lay I add to my earliest 
, Recollections' of :l\Iagdalen College the strange impression sÙll left 
on my memory, at seeing the two Bursars, at the first ?\Ionday morning- 
service in Lent, going round the chapel (during the chanting of the 
Benedicite) and doling out from their caps, to each member, as the) 
passed, a little screw of paper, containing a small sum (from rs. for the 
President down to 'ld. for a chorister), bequeathed by sOme pious, 
thoughtful benefactor' ad purgandos renes.' 'Physic-money' we called 
it. I am told it is still kt:;pt up 1 
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President on the Gaudy-day, being brought for the occasion 
from the College Library. I remember it light-coloured 
and fresh from the carver's hands; it has since turned to 
a dark colour, and is deposited in President TIulley's hall 
of entrance. 
The nUlnber of Determining B.A. 's in the Lent of 1789 
was 147. 


A.D. 1790. 
The neighbourhood of Oxford at this time, and for some 
time after, had rather a bad reputation for highway rob- 
beries of a daring kind; stories were rife of such encounters, 
some true but many exaggerated 1. Certainly travelling with 
pistols, ready-loaded, was a common practice, and bank- 
notes were not unfrequently sewed into the lining of a 
gentleman's waistcoat or the folds of a lady's dress, for 
security2. 
The great importance attached to the fact of being pos- 
sessed of an annual income of Æ300 (or upwards), at the 
time of graduating, may be inferred from the fact, that at 
this period the name of anyone who took a degree was not 
made public, i. e. not mentioned in the newspapers, unless 
it could be added, 'he went out Grand-Compounder.' This 


1 The real OCCUlTence was said to have sometimes suggested to idle 
and reckless minds a somewhat dangerous imitation, as a practical joke. 
Happily no serious mischief is reconled to have attende
 such rash e:x- 
periments. \\ïthin my own recollection a practical joke of this kind 
was played upon a New College party going in a post-chaise to a ball 
at Abingdon. The' Times' Reviewer of my 'Recollection5' wantonly 
and most incorrectly introduced the venerable name of Howley as an 
actor in that disreputable scene: Howley was at that time a Fellow of 
\\ïnche5ter. and had taken hi? .Lll.A. degree ten years before. 

 lIenee possibly the common phrase of ÙlveuÙlg money. 
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shows that such persons were considered as 'raræ ayes,' 
and, like other unfrequent visitors, thought worthy of espe- 
cial notice. 
In l\Iay, 1790, the University lost one of its most influen-. 
tial and respected residents, by the death of Thomas Harton, 
of Trinity College, the accon1plished wit, antiquary and 
scholar. 
It is asserted in the 'Life of Bishop Burgess,' that in 
1790 the Heads of Houses refused to grant a D.C.L. degree 
by Diploma to Edmund Burke, though petitioned for that 
purpose by forty-nine resident l\Iasters of .Arts, who thought 
that his 'Reflections on the French Revolution' highly en- 
Ütled him to the honour. It is however to be observed that 
the 
hing asked was not a mere Honorary D.C,L. degree (as 
in Sheridan's case in 1810), but a Degree l!)I Diploma, a 
Degree which confers immediate and full academical priyi- 
leges and is a compliment usually confined to persons of 
high rank or eminent academic services 1. It is mentioned 


1 Oxford D
plomas have never been gÏ\'en lavishly, or without high 
claims (much less sold)-like those of a foreign University, from which 
the physician Dr. Pitcairn is said, by way of ridicule, to have asked for 
a diploma for his footman! This haying been granted (on the strength 
of his recommendation and former connection with the place), he soon 
after applied for onc for his horse! ! This however was too much ;-hc 
was informed in reply, that search had been made in the records of the 
University and the nearest approach _0 anything like a precedent was 
that of a degree having once been conferred on an ass, one Dr. Pitcairn! 
The Doctor in his turn might have quoted a precedent of even a higher 
title, that of Consul, conferred by an cbseql1ious Senate upon a Roman 
Emperor's horse! It has been recorded that Pope Clement VI con- 
fessed that if Edward III were to ask him to make a bishop of a 
jackass, he could not say him nay. (Dr. Hook's Archbishops of 
Canterbury.) 
1\.R See in Note 1 (p. 70) in my 'Recollections' for 18 I 0 the rejec- 
tion of \Yarburton's proposed Degree of D.D. 
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in the same work that' Burgess's English Prize-Essay on 
the "Study of Antiquities" (gained in 1780) went to a 
second edition,' -a very rare thing! 
Half in joke and half, I believe
 in ignorance, I was asked 
(since the publication of my book) if I remembered the trial 
of l\Iiss Blandy for poisoning her father. Now, as this trial 
took place thirty-four years before I was born, there was no 
need to answer the question. The fact, however, of the trial 
having been held in the Divinity School will excuse its intru- 
sion here. It so happened that the City or Town Hall was 
then being built, but not finished; there was then no County 
Hall, the Assizes being regularly h
ld in the Town Hall. 
On this occasion the High Sheriff and County l\Iagistrates 
begged the use of the Divinity School, though ill adapted for 
such a purpose and for so exciting a trial. I remember 
when the Town Hall, in which (in those hanging days) two 
or three poor creatures had been condemned in the morning 
to be hung for horse or shee:p stealing, was hastily and taste- 
fully got up for a County ball in the evening I-to be turned 
into a Court, at both ends, next morning!! I also recollect 
another strange scene connected with the administration of 
justice in Oxford, viz. a man raised on a pillory in Corn- 
l\Iarket Street, near Carfax Church. The poor wretch 
(with head and hands projecting through holes in the 
fabric) was now and then saluted with a rotten egg or some 
other worse missile. The pillory was a substantial structure, 
and high enough to expose the sufferer to the view of the 
jeering crowd. I do not remember his offence. At that 
date, about I ï94, and long after, one might occasionally see 
a wretched creature (son1etimes even a couple of then1) 
seated in the stocks for a long hour, and exposed to the gibes 
of the rabble. The scene was within the rails in front of the 
City Police Office. 
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A.D. 179 I. 
In A pril of this year, Dr. George Horne resigned the 
Headship of l\Iagdalen College on his being made Bishop 
of Norwich. He had for some years held the Deanery of 
Canterbury with the Preside
cy of ::.\Iagdalen. At Norwich 
Cathedral he and Dean Lloyd soon collected round them 
a Choir of Oxford and chiefly l\Iagdalen men as l\Iinor- 
Canons; some ùf their names, such as 1\Iillard, \Yalker, and 
I IanselI, are still kept up at 1\Iagdalen in the persons of 
their descendants ;-the best evidence of the high character 
of their progenitors! 
In the SaIne month Dr. (or rather l\Ir.) Routh succeeded 
Bishop Horne as President. The new President (who then 
entered upon an office which he held for sixty-seven years), 
though a man of studious, literary habits, was not the fire- 
side recluse ,,'hich he afterwards became and long con- 
tinued to be; he had even discharged the office of Proctor 
in 1785; for I haye heard a story of Dr. Shaw (a rough 
diamond of the College) saying to him, on hearing him one 
day calling out in vain 'Siste per fidem l' to an Under- 
graduate talldcm-drzi'cr, '..Ah! l\Iartin, your oratio ad caþ- 
ta11dum don't take to-day.' 
July 5. The Honorary Degree of Doctor in 1\Iusic 
was conferred in the Theatre on the celebrated composer 
H qJ'dn-caIled in the printed 
 otice of the time 'Joseph 
Haydn, Esquz're I' I mention this gladly, because, as a loyer 
of music, I naturally think that the University received as 
much honour on the occasion as it bestowed, and also be- 
cause of the rarity of such a degree (1 mean an Honorary 


1 'Siste per fidem' was the traditional cry of a Proctor to a fugacious 
Undergraduate, sometimes replied to Ly a good runner with' Cune 
per J overn.' 
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degree) in l\Iusic. Two) ears before, indeed, it had been 
conferred (but not in the Theatre, at the Commemoration) 
on 'F. II. Graaf, Director of 1\Iusic at Augsburg;' -why or 
through what influence does not appear,-as a cOlnposer he 
is unknown. Indeed the Honorary lIIusÙ: Degree has prob- 
ably never been granted, except in these two cases 1 ; as for 
Handel, the greatest of all composers, we know that he 
laughed at the idea of being called 'Dr. Handel! like dat 
fellow Dr. Gri
n' (Greene). At this act there were only 
ninety-three 1\I.A. Regents. 
In this year (and in several preceding years) Private 
Theatricals were got up in great style at Blenheim Palace, 
,,,here a regular theatre had been constructed, and to which 
the County families, with the élzïe of Oxford, were invited 
as spectators. The actors, of course, were gentlemen and 
ladies; amongst whom was 1\Ir. Nares, Fellow of l\Ierton, 
afterwards Dr. Nares and Professor of 1\Iodern History, but 
then living in tbe Palace as Librarian. It happened how- 
ever that he and one of the Duke's daughters got up a little 
private drama on their own account, which ended in the 
lady's eloping and marrying 1\Ir. N.,-a step which the 
Duchess-mother was said to have never forgiven. 
It was in June of this year that the I(ing of France and 
the Royal ;Family were brought back to Pans, .under a strong 
guard, from the country. In July political riots took place 
in Birmingham; Oxford however enjoyed its usual state of 


1 The Honorary Degree in :Music might still be conferred, as it still 
forms an item in the printed forms of the Terminal Account of Fees,- 
the fees (as in all Honorary Degrees) being paid by the University. 
Query: 'Yas Graaf presented with others (probably D.C.L.'s) in the 
train of some German Prince? His personal claims as a musician (for 
who e\"cr heard of him before or since?) could not have gained him this 
distinction. 
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repose. Little indeed of any moment occurred there during 
the rest of the rear, except that' in October 'V orcestcr Col- 
lege Chapel was consecrated.' The public i.\Totice of it was 
as follows: 'The characteristic of this Chapel is a simple 
elegance, which it owes chiefly to the taste of l\Ir. 'Vyatt.' 
l\Ir. 'Vyatt is 11OW, I belieye generally considered to have 
inflicted proofs of perverted taste upon several Oxford build- 
ings. All that can be said for the exterior of the Chapel is, 
that it corresponds (Venetian windows and all) ,,'ith the 
HalL The architectural effect of the College front was 
indeed of no great consequence, so long as it was quite shut 
out from the public eye; but since it has been thrown open 
by the construction of Beaumont-street and actually forms 
the termination of the view, the question of alteration and 
improvement (for which a subscription was indeed once 
begun) might well be entertained afresh. 


A. D. 1792. 


The University was at this period in a state of stagnation; 
indeed the general interest was absorbed in watching the sad 
proceedings as to the Royal Family of France, as well as the 
spread of revolutionary sentiments in the populous towns of 
our own country. Political discussions (in private at least) 
ran high at Oxford; and many, who would not willingly 
disturb their own position (as Englishmen, so much in ad- 
vance of other nations in point of real liberty), were yet loud 
in wishing success to the ' National Conyention ' as opposed 
to the I(ing's government in France. During the whole of 
this year Louis XYI and his family were treated with insult- 
ing barbarity. 
In April died l\Ir. Eyton, l\I.A. of Jesus College, and for 
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forty-seven rears Esquire 1 Bedel in "'\ledicine and Arts. He 
was succeeded by his nephew, l\Ir. Rhodes, 1\1.A. and Fellow 
of 'Yorc
ster, who had acted as 1\lr. Eyton's deputy during 
a long illness and absence from Oxford, 
In October, 1792, the Duke 0/ Porlland, who had been 
elected Chancellor of the University on the death of Lord 
North (Earl of Guilford), was formally installed at his seat 
at Bulstrode. Travelling being a serious matter in those 
days of slow-coachism, the Delegacy, which was sent to 
BuIstrode Park for the carrying out of that ceremony, slept 
one night at High 'V ycombe 2 , the neighbouring town! 
In November the French Romish clergy, having fled from 
cruel persecution in their own country, were hospitably re- 
ceived in Protestant England. In aid of a general subscrip- 
tion for their relief, the sum of ÆI 123 was immediately 
raised in the Colleges of Oxford. Three of these refugees 
eventually settled in Oxford, and, being men of piety and 
learning, were highly appreciated in society. Their names 
were :\1. Aubry, 1\1. Bertin, and 1\1. Coulon. The first was a 
man of good family, and at the Restoration he returned to 


1 The' esprit de Corps' must be my excuse for this and similar inser- 
tions, with the additional plea that as our office is doomed to expire (by 
the Statute of 1856), we may one day become !)ubjects of antiquarian 
curiosity! 
2 An University Address to the Crown, presented by a Delegacy, was 
formerly a serious and (to the Cista Academica) an expensive business: 
one whole day was sometimes spent in a leisurely post-chaise journey 
to London, beginning with a breakfast at Tetsworth or Benson ;-a 
second day was necessarily passed in London ;-and a third in an easy 
return to Oxford,-dinner at \Vycombe or Henley, tea or supper at 
Benson or Tetsworth! Thanks to the railroad, a single day now suffices 
for the whole ceremony and the journeys to and fro. "-ithin my recol- 
lection the Posers (or electors) on their way from Xew College to Win- 
chester made two days of the journey, dining, supping, and sleeping at 
Xewbury. 
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France to be n1ade a Bishop. The second, 1\1. Bertin, was 
a very popular teacher of French. 1\1. Aubry wrote and 
published a sort of Oxford Guide 1 in very fair Latin verse! 
lIe and 1\1. Bertin, on leaving Oxford at the' Restoration,' 
"ere presented to the Honorary Degree of D. C. L. in a 
special Convocation. 1\1. Coulon, an amiable but less 
. 
known person, remained in Oxford long after as a teacher 
of French. 


A. D. 1793. 
Jan. 6. An effigy of the notorious revolutionary and infidel 
writer' Tom Paine' was burnt at night' on Carfax,' the usual 
scene of rows and bonfires 2. It being vacation at Oxford, 
the act was manifestly a I()'lOll business; the magistrates, in 
consideration of the righl fielz'l1g thus roughly displayed, 
wisely connived at the tumultuous and somewhat riotous 
expression of it. The blazing bonfire and the rush of 
people with contributions of faggots, nay of hurdles, old 
doors, empty tubs, tar-barrels, and anything that was com- 
bustible, formed a sight not easily forgotten. The open 
space called Carfax had been made OPCll in 1787 by the 
removal of Otho Nicholson's handsome Conduit, now stand- 
ing in N uneham Park 3. 


1 Its title was' Oxonii dux poeticus.' It is a poem consisting of 1880 
alternate Hexametels and Pentameters which in very tolerable Latin, 
without much of poetry, conducts a sl'pposed stranger all oyer Oxford 
in a 1\Iatutina and Vespertina Deambulatio. 
2 The same thing took place at this time in many other towns ;-the 
horrible proceedings in France having generally produced a return to 
better notions, both on religious and political questions, in our own 
country. 
S And not, as it ought to do, in some open, roomy part of OXfOld, 
where it might still be used as a fountain, without being abused, as for- 
merly, by being made to fl,Jw with wine or beer at City Electioas. 
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On the 17th of January, 1793, the National Convention at 
Paris voted 'the punishment of death' to be inflicted upon 
Louis. XYI, and on the 24th of the same month the public 
execution of that sentence followed,-when, after four years 
of ' ddellHon,' he was led to the guillotz"ne. \Vhether a public 
mourning in England was ordered or not, I cannot say; but 
I certainly recollect th
 general wearing of mourning in 
Oxford, and the strong feeling of horror impressed on every 
one, high and low, by that atrocious act. Prints represent- 
ing the scene were everywhere circulated, and models of the 
hated guillotine exhibited 1. 
As what concerned \Vinchester School affected New Col- 
lege, and that which affected :t\ ew College in some measure 
concerned the University, a few words may be allowed here 
on a very serious riot in that School. In April of this year 
there occurred (possibly bred by infection from revolutionary 
France) a second, and what was called (by comparison) the 
great rebelHOll at \Vinchester School. The big boys defied 
the authorities, and actually shut them out by barricading the 
College gate 2; but as they thus shut themselves in and 


Those persons who occasionally talk of constructing an ornamental 
:Fountain near the south front of St. Giles's Church could not do better 
than make Otho Nicholson's Conduit their model ;-unless indeed they 
could persuade 
Ir. Harcourt to return it to Oxford. 
l It seems rather strange that' the last days of Louis XYI' were not 
then chosen as the subject for the Latin Verse Prize,-rather than 
'
Iary Queen of Scots' or 'l\Iarius amidst the Ruins of Carthage.' 
Even now this national crime (and still more the death of our own 
king Charles I) would, with its accumulation of historical interest, 
form a good subject for recitation from either rostrum. 
2 It was said that one of the Fellows, advancing to the clo
cd gate to 
remonstrate with the rebels, unfortunately had recourse to (what he 
thought the young scholars would appreciate) a quotation from Virgil, 
in order to express his grief and astonishment." 'Eloquar an sileam?' he 
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were rather short of provisions, they capitulated in a day or 
two. A military detachment was called in from the neigh- 
bouring barracks, but, of course, only zlZ krrorClll. This 
incident was at least indirectly connected with our ...\.lma 
1\Iater; for several of the expelled youths (the whole nun1ber 
of the expelled being very considerable) were admitted into 
.. 
Colleges at Oxford, on showing that they were not among 
the ringleaders, but unwilling and constrained actors in the 
scene. Three at least got on the foundation of three several 
Colleges, and, as exemplary academics, showed that they 
had had enough of rebellious movements in their early 
days. 
Early in July of this year the Commemoration-week was 
marked by the ' Public Installation' of the new Chancellor, 
the Duke of Portland. Oxford was crowded on the occa- 
sion, and beds were let at 'fabulous prices.' Convocations 
were held for three successive days for reciting prize-com- 
positions and complimentary verses 1 (somc of theln very 
edifying, no doubt, to the crowded assemblage, in Greek, 
Hebrew, &c. !), and for conferring Honorary Degrees to the 
number of sixty-five. On the first day the crowd in the area 
and galleries was so great and the heat so oppressh'e, that 
the Chancellor, observing the increasing distress and con- 
fusion from persons fainting, &c., relieved the almost dis- 
solved company by formally dissolzJllzg the Convocation. 
In doing this on the irnpulse of the moment, he probably 


commenced ;-' Sileas,' sounding very like' silly ass,' was the witty but 
insolent reply. Of course no further attempt with such weapons was 
made against such missiles. There is a good account of this rebellion 
in ' The rublic Schools,' by Collins. 
1 These complimentary effusions were published (or at least printed 
for circulation) at the Uniyersity Press in its best types; an experiment 
which has not been repeated at subsequent Installations. 
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forgot the compliment intended for him by the performance 
of {lll Ode, written for the occasion by the Professor of 
Poetry, ::.\Ir.. Holnles of N" ew College \ and set to music by 
Dr. Phil. Hayes, the Professor of l\Iusic. It might indeed 
ha\"c been done by \yay of retaliation to Dr. IIayes, who had 
added to the distressing heat by nailing down aU the win- 
dows for the sake of musical effect! The effect however 
was anything but musical to his ears; for the Under- 
graduates in the galleries most unscrupulously demolished 
with their caps every pane of glass within their reach. They 
disregarded, perhaps they were amused by, the piteous re- 
monstrances of the fat Professor, who from the organ-gal- 
lery exclaimed (in Recitativo, n10Ito agitato), 'For God's 
sake, gentlemen, for mercy's sake, for music's sake, for my 
sake, don't ruin me! ' 
On the Tuesday of this Commemoration-week the large 
sum of c.t268 was collected after the Sermon for the Rad- 
cliffe Infirmary. - The only other incident that has been 
transmitted in connection with this 'Installation-week' is, 
'that the pick-pockets,' or 'light-finger'd gentry' from Lon- 
don 2 (some of them, it was said, habited in l\Iasters' Gowns !) 
made a very successful harvest in the crowded area of the 
Theatre. 
Aug. 10, died Dr. Paget, Fellow of l\Iagdalen and Esquire 
Bedel in Law. In compliance with the then existing Sta- 
tute 3 the vacancy was filled up 'intra. triduum.' Though it 


1 Afterwards Canon of Christ Church, and subsequently Dean of 
"Ïnchester. 
2 · 1\Iay I ask what College you belong to?' said a polite Pro-Proctor 
to one of these suspicious J'lfasters of Arts i · Oh ! I belongs to St. 
Ialen's: 
was the satisfactory reply. 
3 This Statute has recently and wisely been alterep, as to holding elec- 
tions i,l Vacation time, the case of :M.P.'s only excepted. 
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\\ as 'in the heart of the Long Vacation,' a hundred and fifty 

Iembers of Convocation were found in Oxford and the 
neighbourhood. In point of fact many more senior men, 
especially on Foundations, resided in the Long V' acation 
(' when,' as they used to say, '!he bq;'s were gone down') than 
is the case in recent times. On this occasion Robert Hall, 
a Gentleman-Commoner of"Vadham College (then S.C.L., 
and afterwards B.C.L.), was elected by a considerable ma- 
jorityagainst 1\lr. Edward Beckwith, l\I.A. of New College, 
afterwards l\Iinor-Canon of St. Paul's. 
Oct. 27. A contest took place for the Poetry Professor- 
ship between 1\Ir. I(ett of Trinityt, who had preached the 
Bampton Lectures in 1790, and 1\1r. Hurdis, of l\Iagdalen, 
the author of some pleasing but not first-rate poems, and a 
tragedy entitled' Sir Thomas 1\Iore.' Hurdis had 201 votes, 
l{ett 18 I. 
The first edition of Hurdis's poems was printed by him- 
self and his sisters at their private press in the village of 
Cowley, near Oxford, whcre they resided. After his death 


1 ::\1r. Kett was also the author of a trifling novel, called' Emily,' and 
of' Logic made Easy.' This last production was unmercifully cut up by 
::\lr. Copleston, whose Critique was headed" ith 
'Aut haec in nostros fabricata est machina muros, 
Aut aliquis latet error; Eguo ne credite, Teucri.' 
The severity and bad taste of this quotation (so remarkable in a person 
of such gravity as 1\Ir. Copleston) consisted in the allusion to a nick- 
name given to 1\1r. Kett from his long, e'luille countenance. I have not 
the Critique by me, Lut I have been told that' patet' was substituted for 
, latet' in the motto of 
lr. Copleston's pamphlet. K ot content \\ ith 
being a BamptoJl Lecturer and also a novelist, 1\Ir. Kett occasionally 
aspired to be a writer of poetry. These flights were thus quizzed: 
'\Vhy Kett is a poet! at least gossips say so, 
And if not an Ovid, we know he's a lYaso.' 
Poor man! his health and mind gave way, and he is said to have com- 
mitted suicide, but not in Oxford. 
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(about 1808)" anothcr edition was published, with a very 
large subscription for copies, in aid of his sisters, who were 
in rather reduced circumstances. 


A. D. 1794. 


At this date the military movements of the Democratic 
French Government began to be so aggressive, that alarm, 
or at least anxiety, as to so troublesome a neighbour 
began to be felt in England generally. Under this impres- 
sion efforts were made and subscriptions raised 'for the 
Internal Defence of the Country.' Oxford, as usual, an- 
swered nobly to the appeal, and (including Æ2CO from the 
University Chest) the sum of Æ2,449 was transmitted to 
Government, as a voluntary aid from the University! 
In August, at the Assizes, 1\lr. Taman t, a matriculated 
tonsor, having gradually e
'\,.tellded his business, was prose- 
cuted by the City of Oxford for encroaching on their privi- 
leges, by selling glass and china, without being a 
reeman of 


1 :\lr. Taman's law-suit calleà forth the following effusion:- 
'Kever mind poor old Taman, he's only a layman, 
'Our battle he fought, to be sure!' 
Thus cried Oxford parsons, thus answered her garçons 
When he knock'd for relief at their door;- 
"Yhy leave your novacula and spread your tentacula 
'To handle the fruits of the pottery? 
'You have knock'd your own knuckles, while the City trade 
chuckles, 
'And gives you no share in their lottery. 
'But stay;-Convocation can give compensation, 
'(In their slee\"es though the :\lasters may laugh). 
'You must bear the cits' mockery, and sell no mOle crockery, 
'Be a yeoman and take up your staff.' 
C 
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the City. [The days of free, unrestricted trade had not yet 
come.] l\Ir. Taman chose to dispute the clailns of the City, 
and was c1lcouraged (it was said) by the University authorities 
to fight the battle on the ground of his University matricu- 
lation-privilege; certainly he was lcft to do it single-handed 
and proþrio .J.1Iarle! The Company of Barbers!, of which he 
was a n1cmber, had formctly been of much consequence. 
In Roman Catholic times they had the important privilcge 
of superintending the tonsures of the College priests, and in 
later tÏInes of cutting and dressing the junior men's hair and 
of making and trimming the senior men's 'wigs. Even then, 
however, they did not encroach upon other callings, unless it 


1 This' Company,' which had existed from a remote date, expired in 
1859. with the consent of the surviving members, reduced to the number 
of three. They had had great privileges. dined once a year with the 
Vice-Chancellor, and supped annually with the Proctors. 
The barbarous Company, successors to the late Barbers' CompallY. 
'Oxford, 'tis true. no longer harbours 
Her ancient Company of Barbers; 
But still within her learned Schools 
She closely shavcs and strictly rules. 
There twice a year, for many a day, Sir, 
Her tonsors wield their classic razor * ; 
They ply the trade in magnam partem, 
And trim men's heads secundum artem; 
They practise well their grave tonsura, - 
They grope, they blee 1 cum anxia cura. 
Some now and then their bark may save, 
 
Borne on some day's propitious wave; 
E'en then, 'tis but a lucky shave. f 
Avoid them idlers, slow, unlucky, 
For if they catch, by Jove they'll pluck ye!' 


* 'Are you the barber?' said a stranger to Porson in a barber's shop; 
No, Sir,' (the Greek scholar replied,) 'but I am a CU1l1zÙzg shaver, at your 
service. ' 
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were upon that of the medical profession; for as ch/rurgeons 
(privileged to draw blood, at least in sh
ving) they had 
always done a little in the bleeding line in Oxford, as they 
had elsewhere. ' Very true, Sir,' (the Counsel said at Ta- 
n1an's trial,) 'you and your brother barbers might hold the 
basÙl, but the gentlemen of the jury will tell you, by their 
sentence, that you were not privileged to sell one.' Accord- 
ingly poor l\Ir. Taman lost his cause, incurred considerable 
expenses, and had to shut up his shop. He was not however 
left quite unrecompensed in the end, for he was elected (so- 
latia victo) to the office of a Yeoman Bedel. 


A.D. 1795\ 


[Determiners, B.A. 185.] 
In the beginning of this year there was agaIn great dis- 
tress among the Oxford poor from the severity of the 
weather and the long continuance of the frost. The better- 


1 It was about this time, 1 j95, that Southey, after a residence of two 
or three years, left Oxford without a degree. BalIiol, of which he was 
a member, had not then acquired a reputation above other Colleges. 
l\Iany years afterwards, when he had worked himself into fame (and 
no man ever worked harder) as a writer in almost every branch of 
- literature, Oxford was proud to see him again and make him an Hon. 
D.C.L. in the Theatre at Commemoration. 
Southey at Balliol was a contemporary with that strange person 
\\
alter Savage Landor at Trinity. but ayoided an acquaintance with one 
who, though only seventeen years old, was known as 'the mad young 
jacobin.' The story of Landor's firing a gun from his room into a 
window of a room across the quadrangle is given at length from his 
own pen in his biography (published in 1869), and one cannot but 
wonder that his puni!:>hment was not expulsion rather than rustication 
for two terms. lIe never returned to Oxford, though the kind Pre- 
sident, Dr. Chapman, in consideration of his youth and unusual abilities, 
earnestly pressed him to resume his studies there. 
C 2 


. 
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provided however, both in the University and City, did not 
forget their poorer brethren. At that time, and long after, 
Oxford was dependent on the Canal for the supply of coal; 
but canals are liable to be frozen, and Juring a protracted 
frost there was a daily advance in the price, and at length a 
total failure in the supply-the wharf being quite cleared 
out. Such a state of things was now severely felt by all 
who from want of funds or fro111 want of thought had not 
laid in a winter's stock; and if many of the middle classes 
thus suffered, what must have been the misery of the very 
poor 1 'At length on the 4th of 
Iarch, to the joy and 
comfort of the inhabitants, Canal-boats arrived with a supply 
of coal, the navigation having been stopped by ice for tal 
'weeks. The price of coals (for some little had been occa- 
sionally fetched by land-carriage fron1 Banbury) sunk at 
once fron1 4S. to IS. 6d. the hundred.' 
As the Oxford Canal had not existed more than twenty or 
thirty years before that tin1c, one is led by the above sad 
account to ask, 'how our predecessors existed through 
winters of unusual severity and long continuance?' The 
only 1 answer that presents itself (in the absence of any posi- 
tive inJorn1ation on the subject) is, that they did what our 
successors must do (if the world lasts so long) when the 
existing coal-mines shall be exhausted-that is, keep 1l10Z,IZ'llg 


1 An auxiliary answer is suggested by the 'Recollection' that the 
population (of the town at least) "as much less than it has since be- 
come, being about 8,000 or I 0,000 instead of 30,000, that the neigh- 
bOUl,hood of Oxford was not always so bare of" oods and forests as it 
now is, and that the Colleges at least took care to get a supply of 
fuel from thence. Therefore, unless science shall have discovered some 
new means of warming houses, planting would again become a matter 
of necessity, our now naked hill
 would again wave with foliage, and 
Shotover Hill, or rather Shotover House, might again become Chateau 
VErt. 



1;95 


DEAR...V-ESS OF COR./\: 


21 


during the short days, allù burr themselves under their 
blankets during the long nights of winter. 
l\Iarch 10. Convocation voted that 2000 copies of the 
New Testan1cnt in Latin (from the University Press) should 
be placed at the service of the French Refugee Clergy then 
in England. They had, most of them, made their escape 
from France in such haste, as to have brought away neither 
books nor anything else. A Protestant Vniversity could not 
well print for them a supply of l\Iissals and Breviaries; so it 
did what it could, in conscience as well as charity, by offer- 
ing them that which is the basis of our common faith. 
Even in the summer of 1795 corn was very dear, and 
there was great distress \ met however and softened by 
continued large subscriptions. Toward the end of the rear 
the Vice-Chancellor and the Heads of IIouses issued a 
notice, 'that they had agreed to reduce the consumption 
of wheal in their families by one-third; and they recom- 
mended the same measure to their respective Colleges.' 
'Ve are told that at Blenheim and N uneham I a part of 
the parks was ploughed up, in order to increase the supply 
of grain 2.' 
Nov. 10. An unusual contest (i. e. between two members 
of the same College) took place in Convocation, for the Anglo- 
Saxon Professorship, then for the first time to be filled up. 
The candidates were l\Ir. l\Iaro and Dr. Finch, both Fellows 


1 l\ly 'Recollections' vividly recur to domestic arrangements for 
meeting this pressure; to loaves of C03.rser fahric and darker com- 
plexion (the quartern loaf of wbeat being then sold at fifteenpence), to 
the large intloduction of potatoes into puddings and pie-crusts, and to 
the still larger use of rice to save the potatoes. 
2 At Cambridge (
Ir. Gunning informs us), 'this year ,vas marked 
by very serious bread-riots;' perhaps for want of like efforts and pre- 
cautions. 
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of St. John's; the former had 101 yotes, the- latter 67. 
This firs! turn (as well as every subsequent fifth !urll l ) 
was giyen by Dr. Rawlinson, the founder of the Professor- 
ship, to his own College, S1. John's. 


A,D. 1796. 
. 


. 


[Determiners, B.A. 185.] 
The neighbourhood of Oxford had, about this time, bcen 
more than once the scene of murdcr, committed in order 
to coyer violence and robbery. In 'Day atrocious cases the 
convicted murderers were condcmned not simply to be hung, 
but after the execution to be hung in chains on gibbets 
erected near the bloody spot. :i\I y , Recollcctions' retain the 
shocking spectacle of two such gibbets not many miles from 
Oxford. In other cases of pcrsons executed, the body was 
given to the Professor of .Anat omy 2 for dissection, in illus- 
tration of a Lecture giyen to a class hastily collected. The 
two skeletons which till lately were hanging in the Anatomy 
School at Christ Church (said to be the bones of criminals 
hung at Oxford) are confirmatory of the reminiscence. 
There is a tradition that the body of a woman, named 
Ann Green (who was hung for the murder of her child), was 
conveyed, according to custom, to Christ Church Anatomy 
School to be the' recent subject' for a lecture. It was found 
however, on unpacking her, th'1t there was still some yital 


1 This restriction and other peculiar features of the Pr9fessorship 
were removed by a new statute in 1857; and the office, made tenable 
for life, was filled by the election of Dr. Bosworth, incorporated from 
Cambridge. 
2 'By 2 Car. I. the Anatomy Reader may demand the body or 
bodies of persons executed within twenty miles of Oxford.' See Gutch's 
'Collectanea Curiosa,' vol. ii. p. 45. quoted from Dr. 'Yallis's ' Abstract 
of Divers Privileges and Rights of the University of Oxford.' 
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heat remaining. The care and skill of the Professor and his 
assistant 1 were accordingly turned to the means of restoring 
her to life, which (as the story goes) after much perseverance 
they succeeded 2 in doing. Some attempts at wit were elicited 
by the double escape of the wretched woman: e. g.3 
6 Ann Green was a slippery quean, 
In vain did the jury detect her;- 
She cheated Jack Ketch, and then the vile wretch 
'Scap'd the knife of the learned dissector: 
April 9. Dr. 'Venman, Professor of Civil Law and Fellow 
of All Souls, was found drowned in the Cherwell; it was 
supposed that he fell into the river while over-reaching him- 
self in botanising, or in collecting insects for his entomo- 
logical collection. The pursuit of science Or the study of 
natural history had not at that time many devotees; cer- 


1 I should say assistants; for we are told by T. \Yarton, in his' Life 
of President Bathurst,' that he, at that time a Student in :Medicine, 
assisted Drs. \Yillis and Pelly in this re-animation of Ann Green. 
2 A similar story, though carried much farther, is told of the famous 
surgeon, :Mr. Hunter, under whose hands, ready for dissection, the body 
of a man, who had just been hung, revived. This was not all, however; 
for the fellow insisted upon looking upon Hunter in parentis loco, as the 
author of his renewed existence. In this filial character he every now 
and then applied for, and at last demanded, pecuniary aid. To the 
surgeon.s great relief, however, he one morning received a 'recent subject' 
from N ewgate, and who should it be but the identical wretch, executed a 
second time, for a second capital offence! The experiment of resuscitation 
was not again attempted. 
3 Dr. Bloxam says that Dr. Routh pointed out to him (in some old 
!\lap or Plan of Oxford) the gallows-trees in tbe Parks, from which, by a 
cross-beam, Ann Green was hung. Anthony \Yood, on the authority of 
a special account of the case published in 1651 by a :Mr. \Yatkins, says 
she was hung in the Castle Yard in Decemrer, 16 5 0 . 
There was formerly a gallows near Holywell Church, and, till re- 
cently, the stocks \\ere standing in the same neighbourhood, Ù, terrorem 
ebriorwn, 
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tainly Oxford had heard of no other presulned victiIn. As 
a Professor of Law, hc seems to haye mistaken his line. 
By way of relief to the precefding melancholy (not to say 
shocking) topics of this year, something of an amusing 
character here prescnts itself. About this date a quarrel 
took place between two Oxford characters, who ought to 
have been all harmony and concord, yiz. the Professor of 
l\Iusic, Dr. Philip Hayes, and l{it l\Iunro, a violin-playcr 
(probably the kadcr) in the }\Iusic Room band:- 


'Acres procurnmt, magnum spectaculum uterque.' 


Dr. Hayes was' the fat man' of his day, while his opponcnt 
was a very small person. The fcud, whatever occasioned it, 
was 'good-nail/redly' ridiculed by SOlne Oxford wit of the 
day in the following parody on the wcll-known sccne in 
Handel's' Acis and Galatea.' .As thejcu-d'esprzï is of some 
length, a part only is subjoined from a manuscript copy:-- 


A KE'V l\IUSICAL I
TERLUDE. 


KIT TWEFDLEDEE apþears in a pensit'e postllre. 
TWEEDLEDUM ;s seell. ill. a rage at a distarlce. 


CHORUS, b) l\/embers of tbe ...71lusic Room Band. 
'Y retched Kit! thine hour is come; 
Behold the 
lonster Tweedledum! 
See what shuffling strides he takes; 
See with what wrath I is jowl he shakes. 
'Yretched Kit! thine hour is corne; 
Behold the monster Tweedledum! 


Recitative, by T"EEDLEDUM, (wbo enters attellded by his sfrvant TOBIAS, 
swearing to a martial sympbony). 
Thanks to thee, gentle Toby, for thy swearing, 
It cheers me much.-Toby, 'tis past all bearing 
That Tweedledee, that dabbler in the science, 
Should thus set great Professors at defiance. 
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Air. 
Shall a fiddler, a scraper, a man of brown-paper 
Dare thus to our face to belie us? 
Shall the organ submit to the bag-pipe and kit? 
Swear louder, swear louder, Tobias. 
(TOBIAS 
wears again, accomparlied as before.) 


Recitative, by TWEEDLEDEE. 
Such insolen
e provokes my rage, 
'Yeak as I am, I must engage. 


Air. 
I care not, glim goblin, 
For thy stumping anù hobbling; 
'Yert thou three times as big as thou now art, 
It ne'er sh ould be said 
Tweedledee was afraid, 
Or in such a good cause was a coward. 


Recitative, by TWEEDLED\J:\I. 
Shall Tweedledum engage so mean a foe? 
lIenee, caitif !-or I'll end thee at a blow. 


Semi-Chorus. 
o Tweedlcdum, be not so cruel 
"ïth Tweedledee to fight a duel; 
Since, Tweedledum, the joint of thy thumb 
Is as big as the knee of Tweedledee. 


This is followed by a set to in earnest, in which Tweedledum, 
mortally wounded, chants, like a dying swan, the following lines, 
[meant evidently as a quiz on the then 1lew fitting-up of the :\lusic 
School by Dr. P. Hayes]. 


Dying Strain, by TWEEDLEDuM. 
o had I but liv'd to have finish'd my plan, 
I'd been first of all 
lusical Doctors; 
I'd have made such a cupboard to hold the Yice-Can. ! 
'Yith such neat little shelves for the Proctors! 
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Then such seats for the ladies! such busts! such devices I 
All o'er so be-carv'd and be-gilded; 
Such sweet pretty pillars, all par'd into slices I 
And my orchestra,-how I'd have fill'd it! 
But now 'tis past! my fame is done a\\ay, 
And in St. Peter's Church-yard tmn'd to clay 1 ! 


The above is only half the original jt'u-d' esþrzï, but more 
than enough, perhaps, for those who have no 'Recollections' 
of the Tweedledum of the 'Interlude.' The name of the 
author of this absurd but witty production has not been 
handed down. 


1 It might well have been expected that Dr. P. Hayes, when he really 
died, would be bmied in the churchyard of St. Petcr's-il1-the-East, 
\\ here there is rather a large tomb over the body of his father, Dr. 
"ïlliam Hayes: dying however, as he did, in London, he had the 
honour of being buried (\\ ith a :Musical Service) in S1. Paul's. 
'The burial follows where the body falls; 
They rob St. Peter's, but enrich St. Paul's.' 
Dr. P. Hayes's arrangements for the :\lusic Schoo] (excepting the 
, cupboard' and the 'little shelves ') ha\"e been lately put aside to 
allow for turning the room into an au>.iliary Examination School. The 
lisil1g gallery and the portraits (curious if not valuable) have dis- 
appeared. 



C HAP T E R I I. 


'Ye shall call upon him to hear Sermons.' -Baptismal Service. 


Recollections of City Preachers, or Lecturers. 


Ix my very early days I had the advantage (?) of sittÙzg 
. 
under the City Lecturers at Carfax or St. l\Iartin's Church. 

Iy first reminiscences begin with impressions of wonder at 
the grandiloquent discourses of Iny great-uncle, the Rev. John 
Cox, City Lecturer and Rector of St. 
\Iartin's. I do not 
prctend to remember a1!}'thing in particular of his lectures or 
sermons; and this perhaps from the simple fact, that they 
were cast in the moral-essay style, and the smooth, well- 
rounded periods of the day,-characteristics which made 
then1 all seem alike, and therefore the less likely to make 
deep impression individually 1. In one respect, certainly 
his preaching differed (quoad me ips urn) from that of other 
Lecturers, viz. that his avuncular 2 eyes seemed to be always 
upon me. 


1 Just as, at a later period, almost all Low-Church sermons (though 
quite in a different way and in a very different ..t)le) seemed to me all 
alike,-all, that is, cast ill the same mould, and that, probably, the 
mould prepared for them by l\1r. Simeon, the pious, good man of Cam- 
hridge. These moulds were called by him' skeleto1lS,'-i. e. dry-bones, to 
be clothed upon ad libitum concionatoris,-but still when thus dressed 
up, they had all a strong family likeness. 
:l X.D. As my relationship to this good old man was on my fatber's 
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I have used the expression' lectures or sern1ons' advisedly, 
from a conviction that though they are nomÙzal!y the forn1er 
(being endowed as such), they were generaBy the latter, and 
therefore were preachul, not read. 
Another Lecturer, of the same date and of the same school, 
was Dr. GreeJl, Vice-Princ
al, for many years, of l\Iagdalen 
Hall J; his periods, still more rolling, both in structure and 
intonation, were made more so by a regular rolling about 
the pulpit, and enforced (as was then the fashion) by a fre- 
quent appeal to the dust of the cushion. Dr. Green's brother 
was at the same time the parish clerk, dressed (as was also 
then the fashion) in a black gown with tassels down the 
sleeves; and in those days when congregations were silent 
and parish clerks sonorous, it was rather striking to hear, 
throughout the service, the doctorial tones echoed by the 
truly fraternal responses of the clerk. Dr. Green had the 
reputation of being a sound scholar, and even in days of 
academical laxity (as to the e
ercises for a degree), a stickler 
for discipline. Indeed he was for a time distinguished from 
other shades of Green by the title of 'Pluck Green,' having 
dared to utter the solemn words 'Non stabit pro formâ' 
in the Schools. :K ot that he had much occasion to indulge 
that propensity within his own l-Iall (the old l\Iagdalen Hùll, 


side, and as aVllnculu
 is an uncle on the motber's side (patruus being an 
uncle on the father's side), I might s weU, when coining a word, have 
introduced the adjective patruel rather than aVl/ncular (neither of them 
being strictly English), but that the latter has the better sound. Query, 
is our wor
 'uncle' borrowed from the latter part of aVU11cullls 1 that 
latter part being a diminutive termination from aVllS. The Rev. John 
Cox, here mentioned, was for many years Assessor of the Chancellor's 
Court. 
1 Dr. Green, in the bidding-prayer before his ratber Ire'll/ent University 
Sermons, used to pray for the good estate of Magdalen Hall alld tbe 
college acl,,"oilling! 
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which then still elbowed :\Iagdalen College); for its few 
111elUOers were 1110Stly of a n1ature age and beyond the 
. restraints of college discipline, being either married gentle- 
men-comn10ners or term- trotting 1 schoolmasters or ushers. 
I have only a melancholy 'Recollection' of a Lecturer 
named Dr. Foster, the Uniyersity. Registrar, as a dismal- 
looking preacher with a solemn black wig. But as I can 
recall nothing more of him or his lectures, 'verbum non 
amplius addam.' 

ext came Dr. Finch, Fellow of St. John's, and Bampton 
Lecturer in 1797, who kept the congregation wide awake by 
his clever, well-written, but oddly-delivered discourses. As 
he warn1ed in his argun1ent, he gradually worked himself up, 
till at last he actually foamed at Iñe mouth, scorning, or at 
least neglecting, the use of a pocket-handkerchief. On one 
occasion (which his audience did not soon forget) he finished 
a sermon' on lying and slandering' in SOlne such terms as 
these: 'People, weak and wicked people, are apt to palliate 
their falsifications by calling them (when defected) "white lies 2, 


1 'Term-trotting,' a practice confined to the Halls (and a thing now. 
ne,'er heard of), consisted in a man's coming up now and tben. just to 
J...eep a term; so that it required several years at this rate, as well as 
caused much trouble and anxiety, to get a B.A. degree. The Cambridge 
, ten-years men' got a degree much more easily, i. e. by simply keeping 
their names on the College books (or boards, as tbey say) and paying dues 
for tcn years; no residence, no examination! 
X.D. I may presume that this way of getting a Divinity degree at 
Cambridge has been discontinued sub silentio, as there is no allusion to 
such practice in the account of Exercises and Degrees in the Cambridge 
Calendar for 1869. 
2 Dr. F. would have been shocked had he lived to read 
Ir. Carlyle's 
attempt to soften down a gross act of falsehood and dishonesty in his 
hero Frederick \\ïlliam, as 'alas! a hind of lie or fib (white fib or even 
gray)-the pinch of thrift compelling.' But if telling a lie is disgraceful, 
what epithet is strong enough for the conduct of some, who in those lax 
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01lly zt'hz"te lies." N"ow I beg leave to tell you, my brethren 
(and I hope you will tell them), th
t there is, and can be, no 
such a thing as a whz"te lie; they are all black, intensely 
black, black as hell' (foam, foam, foam I). 
Cotemporaneous with Dr. Finch was Dr. CO/IÙlSOll, Fellow 
and afterwards Provost of Queen's, with a hÍgh reputation 
as a theologian, and subsequently l\Iargaret Professor. IIis 
sermons were said to be very good, but from particular cir- 
cumstances rathcr unimpressive. As a youn
ster I certainly 
could not follow him, though I was obliged 1 to 'sit it out.' 
In this case, however, my want of comprehension was 
caused, in a great measure, by the Lecturer's strong K orth- 
ern dialect (he was, I believe, from Cockermouth in Cum- 
berland), and partly also because a very decided but good- 
humoured obliquity of vision made me, in my innocence, 
think that he 'If!a.f 110/ quite in carnes/. 
AIr. Crouch, Vice-Principal of St. Edmund Ban, was a 
truly pious Christian and earncst preacher. lIis delivery 
was not very musical, but was expressive of thorough ear- 
nestness, and suggestive of a Paul-like eloquence 2. His 
sermons were always at least an hour in length, and, as 


times may be said to haye lived a lie? ' How can you hold your fellow- 
ship, while you receiye so much (contrary to your Statutes) from other 
sources?' said one to a Senior Fellow. 'Don't you know (was the 
reply) that you may hold almost anything, if you v. ill but hold your t01lgue 1 
And I'll thank you to hold yours.' 
1 An obligation which has attended me through a long official life ;-'- 
this portion, at least, of my godfathers' dutit:s being in m) case vel Y 
amply fulfilled. 
2 :Mr. Crouch was at Oxford the head of the then small party of 
prayer-loving, Bible-reading, God-seeking Christians, who were called 
:l\1ethodists by the cold majority, but who now (in 1861) would be sim- 
ply called' Lo-w-Churchmen,' or would be called by themselves' Eyan- 
gelicals.' 
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a consequence, he was not very popular in a one-o'clock 
dining parish. l\Ir. C. occasionally assisted his emphasis 
and strengthened his climax by rising gradually on his toes, 
and then coming down energetically on his heels at the end 
of a sentence. He was always, however, listened to with 
great respect; and even at St. l\Iary's (though he and his 
party were quite a minority in the University) his sermons 
gradually commanded more attention and an increasing 
audience; so that eventually, when preferment elsewhere 
took him from Oxford, his loss was for some time felt and 
acknowledged. 
The next City Lecturer I shan mention 1 was l\Ir. Brown, 
whose discourses (to use a negative term) were very unim- 
pressive. l\Ir. B. was wen known not only as a City Lec- 
turer and one of the most freque1lt preachers before the 
Universit y 2, but also as a great pluralist in a small way 3. 
It was, I believe, this gentleman (though the story has been 
told of some other person similarly loaded with small pieces 
of preferment) to whom the then Bishop of Oxford, at 


1 And ,the last of whom I have any early' Recollection;' for after 
1796 I seldom attended the Carfax service. 
2 Then called back-preacbers. 
3 A City Lectureship, being remunerated by Canal shares, which were 
then at a high rate, was worth at least Æ I ,::'0 a year, with duty only 
every fourth Sunday. 1fr. Brown, originally of 1Iagdalen Hall but 
subsequently a Chaplain of 
Iagdalen College, used gratefully to ac- 
knowledge (in his University Sermons) "Tilliam of 'Yainflete as 'the 
Founder of :\Iagdalen College and tbe Hall adjoininf.(!' The Hall had 
not then been shaken off by the College as a poor relation and too near 
a neighbour. 'Vainflete was not the Founder (properly speaking) of 
the Hall; it grew, as it were from accidental, local circumstances, out nf 
and Jlpon 'Yainflde's 'Magdalen Grammar School' [like Topsy, it was 
raised not b
rn, i. e. not regularly founded]; indeed it was after J-Vain- 
flete's deatb that it took the name of 1Iagdalen Hall, having previously 
been called' Grammar Hall.' 
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a Visitation, jokinglr said: '\Vhy, 1\Ir. B., you are the great- 
est pluralist I know.' , \YelI, my lord,' he replied, "tis very 
true that I hold se\'eral pieces of preferment, but I'll swap 
'em all with you for your lordship's stall at \Yindsor.' lIis 
lordship smiled 'alienis faucibus,' but he never again alluded 
to l\Ir. B.'s pluralitÙs. 


-:



:
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C HAP T E R I I I.. 


, In our. efforts to track the records of memory . . . bright hues come 
forward, like the colours of the tesselated pavement of antiquity when 
the renovating water is flung upon them.' -Lady Morgan's l'rfemoirs. 


Recollections fro1Jz A.D. 1797 to A.D. 1800. 


Is the spring -of I i97 there was, from a succession of 
bad crops, the pressure of the war, and other political 
causes, a run upon the Bank of England for payment in 
gold. Everyone, in a sort of panic, wås in a hurry to get 
cash from the Bank for notes \ thus raising a distrust of 
Government securities and shaking the public credit. By 
way of meeting and relieving this state of things, the au- 
thorities of the University and City set a good example, or, 
more accurately, followed the good example set elsewhere, 
, by pledging themselves to receive Bank of England notes 
. in all payments.' 
It was no uncommon thing at this period for a 'gentle- 
man' (the Oxford tradesman's designation of a n1ember of 
the University) to ride a match .agaÙlst tÙne, from Oxford to 
London and back again to Oxford (108 miles) in twelve 
hours or less, with, of course, relays of horses at regular 


lOr, as they were contemptuously called, paper-money, or even rags. 
In an address to Convocation (at a much later date) Dr. Tatham says, 
, I must do myself the justice of claiming the Invention of the PlOpel ty 
Tax in the Premiership of Mr. Addington.' He refers for proof to a 
Letter of his to :\Ir. Pitt in Dec. I 79ï. 
D 
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intervals. In one instance this was done in eight hours anù 
forty-five minutes 1. \Vhat a distinction for a man, not to 
say a gentleman, to have obtained, at the expense of the 
poor animals who gained it for him without sharing his 
triun1ph! \Vhat a pity that, like John Gilpin, his ride and 
his name have not been handed down in verse, 'caret .quia 
vate sacro.' Betting was, no doubt, the first and chief motive; 
a foolish vanity the second; the third cause was. the absence 
at that time in the University of a better mode of proving 
pluck and taming down the animal spirits of non-reading 
youngsters, such as is 110u) found in regular boating, in 
rifle-practice, in gymnastics, athletics, and even 'rustic 
sports.' Hunting then, 'as now, was an expensive amuse- 
ment, only to be enjoyed by a few, and by them only for 
a part of the rear; racing had not 'hen been thought of; 
bell-ringing, a fashionable academic exercise some t\\ enty 
years before, was in 1797 voted vulgar. To ride well 2 is 


1 It was probably the performer of this piece of cruel sport, a young 
nobleman, between whom and a friend some such dialogue as the fol- 
lowing took place on his return to the paternal mansion, after having 
thus (not trotted, but) galloped away his Term :- 
'Nob. In just nine hours I rode on scamp'ring hack 
To Town from Oxford, then all the way back J 
Friend. "
as no one with you when you did the deed? 
Noone to share it with you but your steed? 
Nob. 0 yes, I had forgot,-rr y man, Dick Bent, 
Follow'd me close for fear of accident. 
Friend. 'Vell then, for once give Dick his weIl-earn'd due, 
For he c::mtrode old Time, as well as you.' 


2 'The Universities are not enemies to exercises of the body, no more 
than of the mind; and in particular they have a good esteem of riding 
tbe Great Horse, as contI ibuting to a sure seat and graceful air on 
horseback.' (Gutch's Collect. Curiosa, vol. ii. p. 23.) 
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indeed an accomplishment befitting a gentlcn1an, but a gen- 
tlelnan need not learn to ride like a jockey. 
At the Act of 1797 the l\Iasters of Arts were 102. 


A.D. 1798. 
[Determiners, B.A. 165. Regents, 1\I.A. 83.1 
A remarkable feature of this period, as a proof of sound 
English feeling, was exhibited in the voluntary contributions 
of large sums of money from public bodies and from indi- 
yiduals, 'Ill aÛl of the rez'e111te of the country.' About Æ4 000 
were sent to the Government from the University and Col- 
leges of Oxford \ and the sum of ct500, fir three successive 
.years, was voted by the City Council. \Yhat would the 
City Council of later days say to such a proposal? 
Perhaps, however, the Council of 17982 had the disposal 
of larger funds than it has at the present time. One of 
the noblest contributions (to the glory of l\Ianchester and 
to the amazement of our French enemies) came from' the 
house of Peel and Co.,' viz. Æ4S,000 ! Nor was the patri- 
otic feeling confined to these liberal aids and free gifts; an 
Association was formed at Oxford to assist the civil power 
, at a time (as it was formally announced). when, through the 
prn/ected inVaSÛJ11, Oxford, from its inland situation, might 
shortly be made the deposit of prisoners of war, and be- 
come a place of refuge to the inhabitants of the sea-coast.' 


1 Mr. Gunning in his.' Reminiscences' says that the same sum (Æ4000) 
was also sent from Cambridge in 1798. 
2 One considerable source of revenue to the City Chest, v. hich then 
existed, has certainly dried up, viz. the purchase-money of the City Free- 
dom, paid by those tradesmen and others who were neither free-born 
nor the apprentices of freemen. Since the passing of the Reform EiU, 
mere occupancy of a house for a certain time gives the suffrage and 
most of the other civic privileges. 


D2 
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All this led very naturally to the enrolmcQt of a Volunteer 
Corps, or 'Armed Association,'. both in the Univcrsity and 
City. The City Corps was not verv strong in numbers, not 
more, I belieye, than 250 men, commanded by Sir Digby 
1\Iackworth, Bart., then resident in Oxford. The Uniyersity 
Corps was much stronger, i. e. about 500, commanded by 
1\Ir. Coker, of Bicester, fðrmerly Fellow of New College. 
Such indeed were the zeal and spirit called forth in those 
stirring times by the threat of invasion, that eyen clerical 
members did not hesitate to join the ranks, put on the blue 
coat for the black one, submit to the discipline of drill, and 
practise target-shooting. First and foren10st of this class 
was the Rev. 1\Ir. (aftcrwards Dr.) Barnes, whose active ser- 
vices as l1Iajor of the Corps were said to have gained him 
his Canonryl at Christ Church. The Rev. Theophilus Leigh 
Cooke, Fellow of ::\Iagdalen, was the acting Adjutant. Some 
also of the most respcctable College servants were enrolled 
with their masters, and, if actual hostilities had ensued, 
would have accolnpanied them, as the IIelots did the 


1 Local wit was, of course, busy on the occasion, on the difference 
between a IIlrjor and a :Minor Canon, with the usual play on words; e g. 
"Twixt Cannons and Canons the diff'rence i::>> small, 
They can both make a noise, can you say which is louder? 
The one fires away from his pulpit and stall, 
Quite as much as the other \\ ith !:>hot and with powder.' 


Reply. 
'I laugh, my good sir, at your late very silly taunt; 
.. Great Guns" are well plac'd in a Church which is "militant.'" 
Dr. Barnes however really obtained his Canonry (I have recently been 
reminded) from having been Chaplain to the House of Commons, an 
office in those days usually followed by some Crown Preferment, and 
not, as now, remunerated by a definite income. 
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Spartans, ready to join them in the battle and to assist them 
at the camp-fire. The dress or uniform was of a very heavy 
character, but also very imposing: a blue coat (rather short, 
but sOlnewhat more than a jacket) faced with white; \,"hite 
duck pantaloons, with a black leathern strap or garter below 
the knee; and short black cloth gaiters. The head-dress 
was also heavy; a beaver round-headed hat) surmounted by 
a formidable roll of bear-skin or fur of some kind! 
July 7. A grand ceremony took place in Christ Church 
l\Ieadow, of the presentation of colours to the University 
Corps. A sermon, or rather a stirring discourse, was ad- 
dressed to the Volunteers, sub dzo, by the Rev. C. Black- 
stone, of New College. Colonel Coker) who was a fine old 
man (old, that is, to my young eyes, certainly not a young 
n1an), made a speech to his men, drawn up in a square. 
Indeed, he was rather fond of so addressing them; and, 
under the influence of patriotic zeal and excited feelings, 
he generally talked till his tears choked his utterance. 
 Dr 
cþáTO 
m(pvxÉCJJJI has been said of more than one brave war- 
nor. 


A.D. 1799. 


[Regent-
iasters at the Act, II 1.] 
This year, as well as the two or three preceding years, 
brought up a good many Undergraduates to pass the exa- 
mination 1 for the B.A. degree, under the old system. This 


1 Lord Eldon's account of his own examination in 1770 (quoted in 
the Report of the University Commissioners at p. 59) is amusing, but, 
me judice, stmck off in a merry mood for a post prandiu1lZ joke. It is 
this: ' I was examined in Hebrew and in History. """hat is the Hebrew 
for the place of a 
kull?" I replied, "Golgotha." ,. 'YllO founded 
University College?" I stated (though, by the way, the point is some- 



3 8 


RECOLLECTIOJ.VS OF OJïFORD. 


li99 


examination had dwindled into a formal repetition of thread- 
bare 'Questions and Answers' (in Divinity, Logic, Gram- 
mar, 'et in omni scibili ') which had been transmitted in 
manuscript from man to man, and were unblushingly ad- 


times doubted) "that King Alfr.d founded it." U Yery well, Sir," said 
the Examiner, "you are competent for your degree.'" 
The above is followed (in the Report) by a long extract (in reference 
to the same period) from Dr. Knox's 7ith Essay, in which it is said 
· that the greatest dunce llsually gets his testimonium signed with as much 
ease and credit as the finest genius. . . . . The poor young man (to be 
examined in the sciences) often knows no more of them than his bed- 
maker; and the :Masters who examine are sometimes equally unac- 
quainted with such mysteries. But 
chemes (as they are called) or little 
Looks, containing forty or fifty questions in each science, are handed 
down, from age to age, from one to another. . . . . I have known qut.s- 
tions on this occasion to consist of an inquiry into the pedigree of a 
race-horse!' The author of 'Terrae Filius' (Nicholas Amhurst) gives 
this account of Examinations, &c., in 1726: 'As the Public. Lectures 
are laid aside; as very few Tutors take care to instruct their pupils in 
anything Lut a little humdrum Logick; and as very few young fellows 
are disposed to study more than they are obliged to do, they have found 
out a new method of performing this public exerci
e with great decency, 
and very little pains. . . . . As they have ready-made strings of syllo- 
gisms for Disputations, so for Examination they have the 
kdetons of 3.11 
the arts and sciences, . . . . containing all the questions in each of them 
which are usually asked upon this occasion, and the comm01l answers 
that are given to them; which in a week or fortnight they may get at 
their tongue's end. . . . . :l\Iany a school-boy has done more than this for 
his breaking-up task! . . . . It is well known to be the custom for the can- 
didates either to present their EÀaminers with a I iece of gold, or to give 
them a handsome entertainment.' Some further particulars are added 
which, from the pen of such a writer, were probably exaggerations. It is 
no wonder that Amhurst \\ as expelled from the University. In connection 
with the subject of Exercises for Degrees. I may be allowed to append 
an extract from · The Autobiography of Dr. Alexander Çarlyle,' p. 3 6 3 : 
· \Ye arrived at Oxford [i. e. he and Dr. Robertson, John Home, and 
James Adam] before dim:er [this was in I iS8], and put up at the 
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mitted, if not adopted, even by 'the :\Iasters of the Schools.' 
These were Regent-:\Iasters of the year, whose duty it was, 
by virtue of their Regency, to go through this ceremony, 
for a mere ceremony it had become. The more scrupulous, 
joining in the increasing cry for a new Examination-Statute, 


Angel. . . . . John Douglas, who knew we were coming, was passing trials 
[i. e. doing Exercises] for his degree of D.D., and that very day was in 
the act of one of his wall-lectures, as they are called, for there is no 
audience. At that University, it seems, the trial is strict when one takes 
a Master's or Bachelor's, but slack when you come to the Doctor's De- 
gree: and vice versâ at Cambridge. Howeyer that be, we found Douglas 
sitting in a pulpit, in one of their chapels [i. e. the Divinity School], 
with not a soul to hear him but three old beggar-women, who came to 
try if they might get some charity. On seeing us four enter the chapel, 
he talked to us and wished us away, otherwise he would be obliged to 
lecture. \Ve would not go away, we answered, as we wished a speci- 
men of Oxford learning; on which he read two or three verses out of 
the Greek Testament, and began to expound It ill Latin. \Ye listened 
for five minutes, and then, teHing where we were to dine, we left him, 
to walk about.' 
As an appendix to this subject, I may add a personal con'ributioll 
to the state of Divinity Exercises in my undergraduate days; I was 
asked by a B.D. (who often lent, perhaps sold, his services as a Respon- 
dent, himself furnishing the arguments) to supply him with a Latin 
Epigram (sometimes introduced as a finishing-stroke), to fit on to his 
old 'strings' on t1-}e question, 'An lectio S. Scripturae sit Laicis con- 
cedenda.' I gave him the fonowing lines, which more than once had 
the honour of being recited in the Divinity School :- 


'Dicis in his Scriptis leges mihi inesse salutis: 
Duc, quaeso, ad fontes,-hine ayido ore bibam. 
"Impie," tu vocitas, "resta! procul esto, profane! 
Pollue ne fontem,-ecce canalis ego!" 
Dum jacui in cunis, ani mum corpusque tcnellus, 
Alterius eurft. vivere tunc libuit; 
l\ unc meus esse licet,-poenas, palmas\"e merebor; 
Quae monstrent cursum, lumina neu renuas.' 
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hung back from the farce; but each year was sure to pro- 
ùuce a few 1\Iasters who did not object eycn to dine with 
the examined l after the fatigues of the morning! 
\Vell n1ight such a state of things expire with the expiring 
century! The' New Examination-Statute' was already on 
the anvil and being worked into shapc; Dcan Cyril Jackson, 
.. 
Dr. Eveleigh, and Dr. Parsons wcre labouring hard for the 
revival of sçholarship and the crcdit of our ,Alma l\Iater. 


'His informatum manibus, jam parte politâ, 
F
lmen erat.' 


In short, nothing else (nothing at least of University interest) 
was thought or talked of but the forthcoming Statute and 
its probable provisions. 
One proof of the stagnation in which the University was 
at that time involved was the dulness of the Commemo- 


1 Scene-the room of an Undergraduate just examincd Dinner on 
the table for two-the Examiner and the Examined. 


Examillatus Examinatori : 


'Now, good Regellt-:Master, the tables are turn'd, 
11allY thanks for your friendly Testamur; 
After such a day's wOlk we our dinner have earn'd. 
And what honest fellow need say more?' 


Examinator Examinato (by way of grace) : 
, Say 110 more, my young friend, "e've complicd with the "K orma 
Loquendi, quaerendi and eke respondendi;" 
I'd no reason to sing out" Non stabit pro forma," 
So now we will stand on no forma cdendi.' 


, K on stabit pro forma' was the old form of plucking at Oxford. In 
some College Exercises at Cambridge it was' Descendas," i. e. from the 
recitation-desk, the word being sometimes made to sound vcry like Ì\\ 0 
English words.' 
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ration-week. There was indeed the uninteresting prome- 
nade in the Broad \Yalk on the Sunday evening, and the 
equally dull 'Radcliffe sermon' on the Tuesday; but there 
were no pic-nics at N uneham, no drives to Blenheim; there 
were no l\Iasonic balls and festivities, no horticultural 
show, no procession of boats 1 ; there were not even any 
concerts, at least on a large scale; and (greatest proof of 
all) there was not a single Hon. D.C.L. degree, and only 
one Hon. 1\I.
\.. degree, at the Encænia in the Theatre. 
Quite at the end of the Act Term, indeed, a move was 
made, and the academic as well as civic blood was roused 
by the arrival in Oxford of the Duke of York, with a grand 
military staff, for the purpose of reviewing the University 
and City Volunteers. It seems, however, rather strange to 
us, in our days of combined action and econolny of time, 
that two separate days should have been devoted to a pur- 
pose so Inuch better effected, "loe should think, in one and 
the same. But so it was; the University Corps was re- 
viewed one day (of course, with high and well-deserved 
eulogium on 'their perfect discipline and soldier-like bear- 
ing'), and the City Corps on the following day,-compliments 
again repf'ated by his Royal Highness, but not quite so 
exuberant. Port l\Ieadow was the scene (I was going to 
say of action, but, at all events) of inspection. In that wide 
space the lookers-on Inight well say, 'Apparent rari . . in gur- 
gite vasto.' How much more effective as a spectacle, and 
(what is more) how much more expressive of brotherhood 
in arms, of interest in a common caus p ,. would have been 
the brigading of the two Corps together! Could it have 
been a result of the old feud between Gown and Town? And 
could 'the Horse-Guard Authorities' have thus humoured 


1 Indeed there was as yet no College boat 011 the Isis. 
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the bad feeling? Thank God! there was no such feeling 
exhibited in 1803, when a great many academics (myself 
among the number) were enrolled, as officers and privates, 
in one common but chiefly Civic Volunteer Corps. 
The beginning of Decen1ber brought with it an early and 
severe frost and the commencement of a trying season for 
thc poor, which, as usual, called forth a large subscription. 


A. D. 1800. 


[Determiners, B.A. 159.] 
The 'trying season' at the close of 1799 was still more 
sad in its results at the beginning of this rear, notwithstand- 
ing liberal subscriptions, the distribution of soup, &c. "[he 
high price of bread, the frequent badness of its quality, with 
the other countlc
s t
ials of poverty, drove the poor in- 
habitants to acts of violence. Bakers' shops were attacked, 
and what were called 'bread-riots' regularly commenced. 
I rcmember seeing a noisy multitude, men, women, and 
children, looking very angry as well as hungry, and fol- 
lowing a man carrying at the top of a long pole - not 
indeed the head of a ba1.er or a corn-factor (as the middle- 
man between the grower and the consumer was called), but 
a loaf of a very mouldy appearance as well as light of 
weight. 
On that occasion (or a sim:Iar one) I remember seeing 
the Y"ice-Chancellor, Dr. l\Iarlow, going in procession to 
read, or cause to be read, the Riot Act 1 'on Carfax.' A 
portion of the University Corps was quietly assembled within 


1 In a similar case now-a-days this duty would probably be dis- 
charged by the City authorities, who were then, no doubt, co-operating. 
The quartern loaf, weighing .. lbs. 5 ounces, at one time reached the 
high price of IS. lod. 
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the waTls of New College, to be ready, if necessity required, 
to protect the public buildings of the University; and Capt. 
Haviland, Fellow of New College, gained credit for recon- 
Jloitring the movements of the rioters, with a great - coat 
thrown over his unifonn. Happily the special-constables 
were found sufficient to restore things to order, or the old 
feud might have been revived with bloodshed! 
I believe it was in this year that 'Villiam Crotch, who had 
succeeded 1 Dr. Phil. Hayes in the Professorship of l\Iusic in 
1797, took his Doctor's Degree, having as Professor to 
examine and afpro'l'e his OU ' ll J11usÙ:al ExercÙe pro gradu. 
Happily there could be no doubt of its excellence, from the 
known talents of the composer; but, as if to appeal to the 
judgment of others, the Exercise, under the title of ' 6-\n Ode 
to Fancy,' was published ;-the libretto being forn1ed from 
Collins's Ode with that title. 
At the Con1memoration of 1800 (as at that of the pre- 
ceding rear) there was no Honorary D.C.L. Degree. By 
way of compensation, or to help out the show, there were 
three IIonorary l\Iasters. This, by-the-bye, was adopted in 
those days as a handsome way of dismissing a dull or idle 


I Dr. Crotch was as small and short a person as Dr. Hayes was tall 
and large. This contrast produced the following 


J EU- D'ESPRIT . 
'TryÙzg it on.' 
'At length when thè big Doctor died 
(\Yeigh'd down by his fame a
d his fat). 
His light-weighing successor tried 
To 
ucceed to his gown and his hat. 
But the three-corner'd hat would not do; 
And the gown 
if report you'l1 believe) 
\Yas too large. eyeD: cut into two.- 
So they made him a gown of a sleeve!' 
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Gentlcman - Commoncr of good family and expect3.tions; 
espccially whcn the N" ew ]Jublic L:1:amÙzalzon Statute was 
looming in the acaden1ical horizon 1. 
Thc 'Prcsentator' to these lIon. ßI. Å. Degrees was 
(and is) the Public Orator; but as in most cases of this 
kind he could have fcw or no materials for an eulogistic 
Latin speech, he was ge
erallr represcntcd by the College 
Tutor, who, of course, knew and could say something of the 
young man or his connections, or his plans for enlarging his 
ll1ind by foreign travel, &c. 'Runc igitur, adolescentem 
ingenuum praesento ,"obis,' &c. 


1 It \\ as well said in the evanescent Oxford and Cambridge :\lagazine 
(18::6),' To the end of the last century Oxford has properly no history.' 
Adam Smith tells us that at the same time 'the greater part of the 
public Professors had, for many years, gÏ\'cn up altogether the practice 
of teaching.' 



- 



CIIAPTER IV. 


)Iagnus ab integro saeclorum nascitur ordo.- Virgil. 


Recollections froJJt A.D. 1801 to A.D. 181 7. 


Ix the course of the year 180 I the number of Bachelors of 
Arts rose to 250; that is, about ninety above the average 
of the preceding years. This increase was obviously owing 
to the large number of those who had rushed in to be exa- 
mined, as their last chance \ under the old Statute, so soon 
to be superseded by a new and stringent one. 
In the night of April 2.j., a fire broke out in Oriel College, 
which for a while threatened great destruction; but by the 
great exertions of Academics and others it was extinguished, 
after the complete' gutting' of two or three !:,ets of rooms 
and a great amQunt of injury to books and furniture 2. The 


1 The want of scholarship in many of those who then graduated was 
notorious; even fellowships did not, at every College, imply classical 
or any other acquirements, so that some years after, as a result of those 
times, a Head of a College had occasion to say, '\Vell! there's our 
best living gone to the greatest dunce in the College!' or rather, in his 
broad dialect, · the gratest doonce.' 
2 Pitched out of window (as I well remember) from the adjoining 
rooms into the open quadrangle, not only heedlessly but, in a great 
degree, unnecessarily. An Irish Gentleman-Commoner was laughed at 
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Provost's Lodgings were for a time in danger, the fire being 
in rooms over the passage from one quadrangle into the 
other. 0/ course, the origin of the fire was not known, at 
least not acknowledged; though there was no doubt that it 
arose from a candle left burning by a thoughtless student. 
How wonderful it is, that so few accidents by fire have 
occurred amidst such coñstant risks from heedlessness and 
other causes! l\Iy memory, however, is strongly impressed 
with a conviction that Oriel College had another escape, and 
with nearly equal damage, at no great distance of time froI}1 
that of 1801. 
The grand ceremony of the Encænia was held this year 
in the Radcliffe Libraryt,- the Sheldonian Theatre being 
not only under repair, but actually and completely u1lroifed. 
A notion had got into people's heads, that the roof (at that 
time one of the largest 1I1ls1tþporlcd roofs in the kingdom) 
was in an unsafe state; and builders and architects advised 
not merely an examination but even the removal of the 
roof2; the thing, however formidable in idea, was safely 
òone. The allegorical painting which covers the ceiling 
was carefully peeled off
' so carcfully and successfully, that 
on its being replaced, no mark of injury was discernible; 
- as indeed its present perfect condition shows. The 
striking effect on entering the building when entirely open 


for thus saving from the flames his and his neighbour's looking-glasses 
and glazed picture-frames! 
1 A very inadequate substitute, it must be confessed, in point of size 
and for the classification of the assembly; but as it was intended to be 
a ' quiet Commemoration,' the comparatively small attendance was well 
accommodated, and the effect, from the beauty of the building, very 
striking, as well as singular. 
2 I know not whether the old roof was as scientifically constructed as 
that which replaced it; but the interior of it ill its restored state is we1l 
worth inspection, and is ea.:;ily accessible. 



1801 


SHELDONIA.J.V TIIEA TRE U.J.VROOFED. 


47 


to the sky could be compared to nothing but to that of an 
ancient an1phitheatre; so that, when the work of re-con- 
struction began to exclude the blue sky, it excited a feeling 
of regret for the loss of an effect never again to be enjoyed. 
On the plea of lightening the roof of the Theatre, the cir- 
cular windows 1 (richly ornamented and partially gilded), 
which, to the number of ten or twelve, relieved and all but 
concealed the old roof, were unscrupulously removed, on the 
substitution of the new roo[ \Vithout pretending to any 
architectural knowledge, I confess that my eye still regrets 
the old, ornamental roof, and is hurt by the enlz"re exposure 
of the new one 2. The old cupola, or lantern, was (in the 
judgment of many) more elepant, with its streaming gilt 
flambeau, and more centrally placed, than its larger and 
more conspicuous successor. 
In this year the City of Oxford was stirred up to great 
excitement by the political atlack made by John Ingram 
Lockhart (a distinguished barrister, and formerly of Univer- 
sity College) on what was considered as a settled, venerable 
'institution,' viz. the 'l\larlborough interest' in the repre- 
sentation of the City of Oxford. Recommended by a prac- 
tised lawyer's cool face and ready tongue, 
Ir. L.'s addresses 
were rapturously listened to by the Oxford natives. Never 


1 These windows may be seen represented in old Oxford prints and 
in the title-page of books printed at the University Press; indeed the 
interior of the roof was used as a deposit for stores of papers and books 
in sheets, waiting for sale; the University Press being then carried on in 
the Clarendon, adjoining. 
2 Concealment, or at least partial concealment of the roof, appears to 
have been a great object with the architects of our old buildings in 
Oxford; exposure of the roof, and even studied efforts to give it pro- 
minence. seem to be intended to catch the eye in all our recent 
erections. 
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perhaps, out of _-\thens or Rome, was greater effect pro- 
duced by a rough, Inanly 
ort of eloquence, than resulted 
from his subtle and ingenious narration of h:sop's Fable of 
the Dog and the \V olf, and his running C0111mcnts on it. 
Ex. gr. 'Ju
t see how fat and slcek I am,' said the Dog, 
'and how thin and rough-coated you are.' 'Y" ery true,' an- 
swered the \V olf, 'but, n1r good friend, what's this decp 
mark round your neck? ' 'Oh! it's only the collart, by which 
they tie me up ! '-At the ensuing elcction, :?\Ir. Lockhart sup- 
planted the Blenheim candidate, and long kept his hold 
upon the citizens. 


. 
A. D. 18::2. 


In this year the new Public Examination Statute 2 (which 
had alre
dy becn inaugurated, as a propcr accon1paniment 
to the opening of a new century) came into action, rather 
feebly indeed at first, as might be expected fron1 so great a 
change and such a sweeping measure. The Statute, with 
a singular miscalculation as to probable numbers, bini/ed the 
number of those, 'qui sc Examinatoribus Publicis 1Jla",,'\,
zille 
commendaverint,' to twelve! The only claimants of this 
honour in 1802 were two; in 1803 there were four; In 
180 4 three; in 1805 only one; and in 1806 three! Of 
course a change' was necessary; to have fixed a limit at all 


1 From that moment 'Only the collar' and' collar'd dogs' became 
the popular cries in Oxford; for the applic..1.tion to Oxford Freemen and 
the Blenheim patronage was at once felt and acknowledged. 
2 The appointment of Public Examiners, sworn to do their duty' sedulo 
et fideliter, omni odio et amicitiâ, spe et timore sepositis: was a striking 
feature in the new Statute; but the Examiners, though (as was expected 
of' Caesar's wife ') 'aboye all suspicion,' have never considered the oath 
an idle precaution, or kicked at it as an affront. 
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seen1s rather absurd, as being, on any reasonable calcula- 
tion, unnecessary; but that half that number (twelve) should 
neyer have been reached, and that zero was so nearly ap- 
proached, was a proof of something .radically wrong in the 
reckoning or in the nature of the proposed contest for 
IIonours. There was a large staff of Examiners, quite large 
enough to ' pick the brains' of the annually expected dozen, 
but the nun1bers turned out by them in the five successive 
years were 2, 4, 3, I, 3. There were indeed a few aspirants 
for the Honours whom they turned back, mistaken indi- 
viduals, who, residing in the country, had been 'measuring 
themselves by thelTIselves,' or, as was the case of a country 
schoohnaster, by their boy-pupils. But, on the other hand, 
several shy n1en of first-rate scholarship shrunk from' chal- 
lenging the Honours' (as the phrase was), and so fell back 
into 'he ranks, as mere 'pass-men,' as · they soon began to 
be called. 
The adoption of the Class Sj'slem (the required cure for 
this sickly state of things) did not take place however till 
aîter the experience of five years 1. 1\leanwhile there was a 
falling- off in the number of Degrees, for in 1802 there were 
only 127 n....\. and I IO l\I.A. It is also a singular fact (pro- 
duced, no doubt, by the altered Examination, the difficulty 
of getting a Testamur, and the shrinking from the chance of 
being plucked) that in this rear se'Deral of the publicly an- 
nounced 'Degree-days' passed by without a single B.A. 
Degree ! 


1 That desired change and great improvement will be duly noticed in 
the 'Recollections' of 1807. In this year, I 802, 
Ir. Copleston was 
elected Professor of Poetry, the ten years of his Predecessor (Burdis) 
having expired. .As the Lectures were then given in elaborate Latin 
few persons offercd themselves as candidates. Lo\\ the's, Copleston's, 
and Keblc's still keep their placc in our Libralies. 
E 
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In this rear 1 Oxford, both Uniyersity and City, sharcd in 
the delusive joy of the hollow, short-lived Peace. The 
\T olunteer Corps of each body was disbanded; war was 
indeed suspended, but only to break out again the more 
fiercely in the following year. The temple of Janus was 

hut, but the double-faced god still kept a \VJ.tchfullook-out, 
ready to throw open the-gates even wider th::tn before. 


.L\.' D. 1803. 
In the Lent Term of this year the nUlnber of Determining 
Bachelors was 140; and, for the first time, while the ordi- 
nary Bachelors were þresèllkd 'ad determinanduln' (i. e. to 
go through the still un-repealed absurdities of the Quadra- 
gesinzal logical disputations), those few who had 'gained 


1 In 
Iay. 1802, I entered at 1\cw College under the patronage of 
Dr. Gauntlett, and my morning-sleep was there for the first time inter- 
rupted by the sound of the' wa1-.ening mallet.' The use of that instI u- 
ment (still, I believe, retained at K ew College, and lately adopted at 
University on Sunday mornings) was a remnant of old times, when the 
monks were thus called up to thcir carly devotions. In IS
2, and for 
many years after, there was still a curious mode of summoning the 
mcm bers to dinner at New College by the agency of t\\ 0 little cho- 
risters, who, at a stated minute, 
tal ted from the College gateway, 
shouting in unison and in lcngthened syllablcs, I Tem-pus-est vo-can-di 
i.-man-ger, 0 Stig-neurs.' It was their bu
iness to make this sentence 
(itself a remnant of older times) last out till they reached \\ ith their final 
note the College kitchen. F or the last thirty years (or more) since the 
chori
ters' duty' ministrandi in aula' was discontinued, a bell from tbe 
Tower has' called to dinner.' At other Colleges a less ambitious tin- 
tinnabulum makes the welcome announcemcnt, with the exception (If 
Queen's, where a trümpct, with no uncel tain sound, announces that 
dinner is about to be served. The' Guebres,' in I The Antiquary,' are 
said to have used the trumpet as a sigr.al for dinner. 
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the I Ionours' (or l\Iaximes) were admitted complete Ba- 
chelors 'sÙJlpIÚ;t"kr,' i. e. without going. through the sub- 
sequent and tedious ceremony of 'determining,' as it was 
called. 
The Commelnoration of ] 803 exhibited a slight sign of 
more life in the University, in the fact that there was one 
I Ion. D.C.L. and one I-Ion. l\I.A. degree. But the distin- 
guishing feature of this Con1memoration was the excitement 
(quite a furore) produced by RegÙzald Heber's prize poem 
'Palestine,' in English verse 1; Shuttleworth's Latin verse too 
(on Byzantium) was highly estimated; while the thzrd future 
bishop, Danz"el Jrilson of 81. Edmund IIall, carried off the 
prize for the English Essay on 'Common Sense.' There 
was as yet no prize for a Latin Essay; the University was 
indebted for that to Lord Grenville, on his becoming Chan- 
cellor in 1810. 
In July the war with France broke out afresh, and, of 
course, with Inore elllbittered feeIing
 on both sides; indeed
 
there had been only an arn1i,;tice or suspension of hostilities. 
And so we once more' cried havoc and let slip the dogs of 
war;' we literally buckled on our armour before it had had 
time to become rusty. N ow at last, moved by the more 
serious aspect of affairs, and influenced by exasperated feel- 
ings, Englishn1en prepared in earnest to meet the threatened 2 
invasion. The first thing was to provide 'the sinews of 


1 It was thought so superior to the usual run of such productions 
(and there was also such a peculiar charm in hI.; recitation), that even 
on the rehearsal-evenings (for in those days there were two public re- 
hearsals) the Theatre was numerously attended. 
2 
Io\'ed by a sense of a common interest and a common danger, we 
at once re-forged our reaping-hooks into swords and bayonets; 'Fall 
into ranks' was once more the universal cry. 'not lotd, but l
eep: and 
ro\\ here was it Letter responded to than in Oxford. 
E 2 
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war,' and in a very short tinle the sum of Æ6,5 00 1 was raised 
in Oxford (the University and City Chests each heading the 
subscription with Æ50o), to be applied partly in aid of the 
Goyernment, and partly to the arming, not of two distinct 
'T olunteer Corps (as in the last war), but of one,-and that 
chiefly composed of citizens, but with a good sprinkling of 
academics 2. A n efficient Corps of more than 700 men was 
soon raised and diligently trained. The dress being nearly 
the same as that of the regular regiments, ,ve were rather 
flattered to be told we looked like I comrnon soldiers.' I say 
'we,' for during 4 
- years I took my place in the Light 
Company, and shared in the skirmishes on Shotover and 
the field-days in Port l\feadow. In proof of the serious 
aspect of affairs it may be added (in proof also of the zeal 
of the University in the cause), that I a Term' was granted 
to those who might be prevented frorll keePing it by military 
duties in oth
r parts of the kingdom. 


.A.. D. 1804. 
In the course of this year there were 138 B.A.; l\I.A. 
only i j. In Febr'uary Dr. .lIo/mcs, being made Dean of 
\Vinchester, was succeeded in his Ch. Ch. Canonry by 
Dr. HO'LCJlt)', the future Archbishop of Canterbury, whose 
University sermons, though preached in an unirnpressive 
way, were highly thought of. Both Dr. Holmes and Dr. 
Howley were originally Fellows of New College; the for- 
mer had been for some time prepari1lg for puóIÙ:atz"oll an 


1 
Ir. Gunning, in his 'Cambridge Reminiscences,' allows that on 
this occasion Cambddge fell very shOlt of Oxford, raising only æ2,OOO 
for military pm poses. 
2 Especially in the Flank Companies (as they were then called, i. e. 
the Grenadier and the Light Companies) and among the officers of 
those Companies. 
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elaborate and splendid edition of the Septuagint for the 
Clarcndon (or Uniyersity) Press 1. Of the latter (Dr. Howley) 
hut little \'"as previously known, except the fact of his having 
been tutor in a noble and influential fan1ily2. But whoso- 
ever was his first patron, the University for several years, 
and the Church for many more, had ample proof of his 
Incek piety, his sound learning, and good judgment. It 
was said to have been by Cyril Jackson's recolnmendation 
that he was afterwards made Bishbp of London; his subse- 
quent advancement to the Archbishopric was fairly gained 
by himself and his own high character. 
At the Spring Assizes of this year half Oxford, both Gown 
and Town, struggled to get admission into the County Court, 
to witness the trial of the two Gordolls (one of them a clergy- 
man) for carryÙzg off the notorious Jlrs. Leigh 3. Luckily 
for them, her own unblushing evidence soon acquitted theln 
of a forcz"ble carrying-off; and so-to the great disappoint- 
Inent of itching ears-the matter ended. 
In :\Iarch, 180-l, a long-standing reproach was removed 
from the University; viz. the monoþolY of half the Univer- 


1 He left, however the work unfinished in the hands of the Rev. 
J ames Parsons, by "horn it was completed and published. 
2 ..\ mode of .getting the foot upon the path which' leads oa to 
honour,' not uncommon in those days. 
3 This 
lrs. Leigh's dangerous character, as a professed unbeliever 
in Christianity
 is ,\cll exhibited in one of the early volumes of De 
Q!..tincey, who \Va;:; thrown into her company in his very early days, and 
'who afterwards (when residing in O
ford at the time of this trial) 
helped her to escape, in disguise, to a carriage \\ hich took her from 
Oxford. K 0 wonder that one who had no firm standing-ground should 
come to a fall. De Quincey says that 
Irs. Leigh was not allowed to 
gÏ1!e her ezÙlence, the Judge ha\ing at once stopped the trial on her con- 
fessing {in answer to Counseh that she did not believe in Christianity 
nor even the c)"istence of God! 
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sity senllons by three or four individuals, commonly called 
'Hack-Preachers.' The rcmedy, which had long been called 
for, was at length found in the sin1pIe pIan of appointing 
tcn 'Select Preachers, '-mcn, of course, of high character 
and qualifications (nominated by the 'Tice-Chancellor, the 
Proctors, the Regius and 
L.ugarct Profcssors of Divinity, and 
approyed by Convoc
ltiofi),-\\"ho should take in succcssion 
the un-accepted preaching turns. By arranging that five of 
the ten should go out of office every ycar, a constant supply 
of fresh talcnt was wiscly secured. No scheme ever worked 
better froln first to last: besides the relief (and oh! how 
great a relicf!) to those who wcre officially obliged or con- 
scientiously accustollled to attend at St. 
Iary's, it gave the 
authorities the opportunity of bringing forward promising 
preachers, or (w hat was still bcttcr) of bringing back to 
Oxford prcachers who had left it and had gained a clerical 
reputation elsewhere. 


A. D. 1805. 

I Y , Recollections' of this year suggest out little that can 
interest Qthcrs. I do not even find a single note 1 or memo- 


1 Valuable helps as I have occa::;ionally found in a few unconnected 
notes, I do not go so far as the writer of the follo\\ing paragraph:- 
. A single note (as Gl-ay 
ays) is worth a cart-load of recollec t iolls.' 
\\"hat I here add, as a specimen or 
pice of those Oxford days, is an 
actual recollection of a real fact. The two adjacent Colleges, 
\ll Souls 
and 
 ew College, .though not at that time remarkable as places of 
::,tudy, engaged in a rivalry of a peculiar lind. In the interchange of 
dinners between senior members of the two Societies, a long 
itting had 
one day been \\olmd up by the introduction of silver jugs of hot negus, 
or more properly' bishop.' The appearance of the well-spiced vessels 
suggested the idea of a challenge. i: e. a competition of bishop-making 
between the Common-room men of the two Colleges. A night was 
fixed, when Òe same party, aided by a few select friends, of acknow- 
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randunl of any academical event or rnovcment. Reginald 
lIeber, a regular 'prize-fighter,' added another leaf to his 
acadelnic crown, by gaining the prize for 'The English 
"Essay;' and Tinney of :\Iagdalen (afterwards Fellow of 
Oriel) alone and single-handed faced (and successfully) the 
formidable company of six Public Examiners for 'the 
Honours.' 
The lack of serious matter for this year leaves room for 
something alllltszizg (though not so to the parties concerned). 
The Oxford tradesmen's system of 'giving credit' and their 
notorious anxiety to get a young man's name' on their books' 
had then, as now, their usual effèct on thoughtless youths, 
who werc thus cntrapped and, for want of funds, could not 
cxtricate themselvcs. Then came the second act of the 
drama,-the dran1atis personæ being, I st, a young man 
shut in his room, with door bolted, wanting to go out but 
afraid even to moye; 2ndly, a rather shabby-looking per- 
son (the tradesman's collector) at the outside of the door, 


lcdged taste, met at All Souls. Jug after jug was introduced, tasted, 
and emptied with discriminating gusto and assumed gravity. Kow 
New College has it-' so good! so strong!! so heart-warming'!!! And 
now All Souls calls forth rival ejaculations-' how fine! how genial!! 
how elegant'!!! But it would not do; votes \\ ere called for; each 
College SUppOl ted its own production, naturally influenced by previous 
a
socbtions and imlJressions. The question \\ as referred to the special 
visiters (i. e. the invited guests, not the Visitors), who. after an unsup- 
ported proposal to call in the aid of the Queen's College and Brasenose 
Common-room men, unanimously decided in favour of Kew College; 
and Chichele (as was quite proper as to priority in re bisbop) knocked 
under to \Vykeham! N.n. Andrew Dicks, the successful competitor 
and compounder of the l1Ûxfure, was soon after successful as a candidate 
for the ot1:ce of Yeoman Bedel (lo
t, si non [roptEr). · Sir,' said he, 
· why do you call it mixture 1 'Twas no such thing. I got the day hy 
no
 introducing a drop of water: that was my secret!' 
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knocking every now and thcn with an uI1lnistakable, deci- 
sivc, single stroke; in a word, with a 'dulls-rap.' _\.n 
Undergraduate of that day being thus (what he called) þtr- 
seCllted (for a well-trained dun would son1etimcs w,.ltch a 
staircasc, like a cat near a I110use-hole, for a whole morn- 
ing), and not finding his notice, 'Steel-traps and spring- 
guns set here to catch duns,' successful in terrorem, actually 
charged his door-handle with e1ectricity, and, at the risk of 
astonishing a fricnd, frightcned away his persecutor for a 
time ! 
Getting in debt and being dUJlllt d was, however, no new 
thing in Oxford, as appears from the following passage in 
the 'Oxoniana,' quoted fron1 Percy: ' John Grubb, of 
witty memory in Oxford, in 16gB, in celebrating the feats of 
Guy, Earl of 'Yarwick, thu
 introduces Oxford duns (,,,ho 
seem to have been what they still are,-having always had 
the same difficulty to get paid) :- 


, "nesi(1es, he fought" ith a dun cow (pronounced coo" 
.\s say the poets witty; 
.-\ dreadful dun and horned too, 
Li!"e dun of OAford city.'" 


The above is followed by a note: '.1.\ dun is one who IS 
always dinning, i. e. knocking I at your door.' The word IS 
derived from Dynan (strepere), to din or make a noise. 
Oxford studies and an1usen1ents 1 went on n1uch as usual; 
the forn1er were fiercely attack,,;ò by the Edinburgh Review, 


1 :\1 Y own personal amu
ement at this time was chiefly derived from 
music. I had happily dropped into a College "here music (not only 
in the Choir, 1 ut in private practice) was fully enjoyed and scientifically 
culth'ated. One feature (indicative of a transition-state in this as in 
most other pursuits) may here be mentioned, yiz. that pianofortes had 
not quite expelled, though they had rusticated, harpsichords from Oxford. 
\Ve had two harpsichords of the best of Kirkman's manufacture then at 



I8o.
 


COPLESTO_\ D.D. ß Y DIPLO..lI..l. 


57 


and strcnuously defended by Dr. Copleston,-or rather l\Ir. 
Copleston, the degree of D.D. being subsequently granted 
to him, as an extraordinary mark of honour, by Diploma. 
if' return for his Defence of Alma l\Iater and her sons. 
1'he amusements (which were more simpl
 in their charac- 
ter and certainly less obtrusive than now in 1860) not 
having been attacked, required no champion. Boating l had 
not yet become a srsten1atic pursuit in Oxford; as for boat- 
X ew ColIege, and well played upon. A friend of mine at X ew College 
received (about this time) the following im-itation from a friend at 
C. C. C. * 


:\[ecum visne tu cænare, 
Herbæque fumum inhalare, 
Cum King's in D et Blow's in Are? 
Si non, dic mihi, quæso quare. 
[The task of answering in appropriate verse was delegated to me, for 
my f1Ïend and self.] 


Answer. 
Tecum lubenter ego cænabo, 
Et fumum ex et in-halabo; 
Festivum canticum cantabo, 
Sed ventis King et Blow donabo. 


Anglicè. 
I'll gladly smoke and sup with you, 
Ready to feast 'from t egg to apple;' 
\\. e'Il sing a cheerful catch or two, 
nut leave both Blow and King in chapel 


I Men went down indeed to N' uneham, for occasional parties, in six- 
oared boats (eight-oared boats were then unknown): but those boats 

::;uch as would now be laughed at as 'tubs') belonged to the boat- 
people; the crew was a mi",ed crew, got up for the day, and the dresses 
were anything but uniform. I belonged to a crew of fixe, who \\ ere, 


· ì\lr. Brown, afterwards Bampton Lecturer. 
t 'Ab ovo usque ad mala.' -HùR. 
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races, they were no more thought of than were horse-races 
on Port l\Ieadow. The game of cricket was kept up chiefly 
by the young men from 'Yinchester and Eton, and was 
confincd to the old nullingdon Club, which was expensive 
and exclusive 1. 
In :\lay died Dr. IIodgson, the fourth and last Head of 
Hertford Collcge; which indeed may be said to have ditd 
with hinl, if it could ever be said to have lived. In 
ovem- 
ber Oxford (with all England) mourned for the death of 
Kelson, at the battle of Trafalgar 2 . 


A. D. 1806. 


[B.A. 134. Honorary Degrees at Commemoration, 7.J 


The year 1806 (as may also be said of some of its neigh- 
bours) seems to have lcft very little of acadenlic public 
interest standing out for recollection or remark. As far as 
concerns the University generally, scarce anything of novelty 
or excitement occurred 3. The system of 'challenging the 


I think. the first distinguished by a peculiar (and what would now be 
thought a ridiculous) dæss; "i7. a green leather cap, with a jacket and 
trowsel s of nanI...een 1 
1 The members of it, however. with the exception of a few who kept 
horses, did not mind walking to and fro: there were no cabs, no char- 
R-banes, no · drags' in tho
e simple days! 
2 I recollect, as a boy, running after Kelson (with an admiring crowd) 
on his only and hasty \"isit to Oxford, in Long Ya
'ttion, neaf the close 
of last centm y. He was then a littìe, weather-beaten man, but every 
inch the hero! 
3 The · Oxford Herald' made its first appearaJ?ce in 1806, and was 
conducted \\ ith great spirit and judgment. It was fOf a long time 
interesting academically from its frequent extracts from old WI iters in 
relation to the University; and in a political as well as literary point 
of "iew was a fOlmidable rival to the old · Jackson's Journal,' then the 
only other Oxford paper. 
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IIonours' not having bccn found to work so well as had 
been expected of it, 'put on a spurt' (as our boating- 
n1en say) z'n ils last fjfort and produced three distinguished 
'n1aximes;' but, generally speaking, the war and the appre- 
hcnsion of its possible results swallowed up all othcr intc- 
rests, and, as a consequence, produced a torpid stagnation 
and listless apathy in most other mattcrs and on n10st other 
questions. 
It was in this year that Bonaparte overpowered Prussia; 
and yet in the sumn1cr of this year (vix credetis) an attempt 
was n1ade to negotiate a peace; Lord Lauderdale being 
actually sent over to Paris for that purpose! It is hardly 
necessary to add that it failed, and by its failure made 
matters worse and the national feelings more embittered. 
To myself, personally, it was very far from being an un- 
important year; indeed it was a year which settled the com- 
plexion of my subsequent life. I ought to apologise for 
Iuixing up myselfI and my humble fortunes with professed 
· Recollections' about Oxford and University matters. In 
1\Iarch, 1806, I was unanin10usly elected Esquire Bedel in 
Law, having been induced at a short notice (for elections 
then took place 'intra triduum '), by the zTJlllledl"a!e advantages 
of the appointment, to change my views in life. 


I l\Iy apology is partly general; viz. that such has always been and, 
from the nature of the case, always will be the practice of all Remem- 
hrancers; and partly particular, inasmuch as I, from my early official 
lflo
ition, haye been ever mixed up \\ ith University intèrcst
, personally 

haring in its fortunes, in its sunny and its cloudy days. It is in reliance 
upon the sufficiency of this excuse for any occasional egotism, that 
I proceed with these Reminiscences. 
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A.D. 1807. 
[B.A. 134. M.A. j I. Hon. Degrees, 6.] 
'YhiIe the C niversity was peacefully carrying out its plans 
of improvement, bent, as it should be, on raising the 
standard of academic education and anxious to shake off 
the sluggish habits of still recent da.ys, the political atmo- 
sphere abroad and, in SOlne respects, the social atmosphere 
at home were in a threatening and disturbed state. Hostili- 
ties between France and Russia-or rather between Bona- 
parte and Alexander-were only for a time averted]. At 
home, that is in different parts of England, there were no 
political riots indeed, no tumultuous assen1blages of pre- 
tended patriots or discontented artizans (the pressure from 
without, i. e. the determined hostility of Napoleon and the 
consciousness of his growing power had opened n1en's eyes 
to the blessings of our Constitution and the advantage of 
our insular position); but atrocious murders, fatal duels, 
stage-coach accidents, and pugilistic contests were 
adly 
common. 
In June of this year :\Iagdalen Tower was in some danger 
of injury or even destruction, some part of the interior 
woodwork having caught fire; put the alarm being soon 
given, the flames were happily extinguished before any 
serious dan1age was sustained. Towards the end of this 
year the Public E
amination for the degree of JIaster of 
Arts was altogGther discontinued 2 ; in fact, it had beer 


1 And this by means of a singular conference, of two hours' duration, 
held by the two Emperors on a raft on the rin:r 
ïemen ! 
2 Here again' self' crops up; for I ha\e to confess (what I cannot 
but 'recollect') that in my anxiety to get all e:xaminations over while 
yet a Bachelor (in both senses), I unnecessarily "ent through this Exa- 
mil
ation for the ::\1.A. degree; for it was dispensed with before I \\ as 
of standing to take the degree! 



1808 E4YAJII..VA TIO.V FOR J.1I.A. DEGREE DROPT. 6 I 


found to be very troublesome, and, as being less severe and 
searching than the previous B.A. Examination, quite re- 
dundant. .A. candidate took tlþ what books he pleased, and 
the work consisted of the Greek Testament with divinity 
questions at son1e length, viyâ voce construing in Greek and 
Latin authors, translation of a 'Spectator' paper into Latin, 
and questions (not many nor very deep) in connection 
with a Greek or Latin historian. This sounds sufficiently 
formidable, but in practice it was fast becoming an 'Exa- 
mination made easy;' for it never, I believe, ended in 
plucking, and seldom attracted an audience. l\Iichaelmas 
Term witnessed the introduction 1 of Classes, and the ex- 
citing interest of the Class Lz"st, into the Examination for 
the n.
-\.. Degree; an improvement which at once took root, 
and has ever since, in spite of many experimental altera- 
tions, borne good fruit 2 . 


A. D. 1808. 


Those little matters, 'quorum pars magna fui,' must again 
fill up the vacant place in the absence of more important 
, Recollections.' Those however which I have now to notice 
have also (it will be seen) something of an UnÍ\'ersity 
interest. It had been found out, that by virtue of what 


1 Then, as now, those who failed of getting a First Class consoled 
themselves with a ncw application of Horace's motto for Second Class 
men :- 


, Tu/ioT at quanto merx est in Classe Secufld,î!' 
Sat. I. ii 47. 
2 Daniel Wilson. Yice-pJ incipal of Edmund Hall tsubsequently Bishop 
of Calcutta), printed in 18.07 a Remonstrance on the plucking of a 
member of his llall. It was a hard case no doubt; but did his pupil 
thank him a } ear after for thus proclaiming and pCI pctuating the 
memO! y of his misfortune? ' Sa vc mc fJ om my fl ienùs !' 
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is called the Caroline Statute, the Unive.r;sity was entitled 
to have rdJO University Coroners, though one had been found 
more than sufficient. The office was forced upon Ine, not 
only unsolicited, but rather ad\yersâ l\Iinervâ; Convocation 
n1ade me a Coroner, nolens volens,-ancl in this year J 808 
I had to hold D1Y first Inquest. The ca
e was a'sad, inex- 
plicable one, as to the èause of self-destruction I. For some 
years I was the only University Coroner; the other, aftcr 
being in abeyance for son1e years, has been restored. l\Iost 
of the cases, in which I have been called upon to act, have 
been from drowning; and of these the number has been 
greatly exaggerated 2 . Two whole years have often happily 
passed away without any Inquest at all. There has indeed of 
late been much n10re boating, but Inore men can now swin1, 
and more care is taken by them and for them, notwithstand- 
ing the really dangerous structure of the boats. 


A.D. 1809. 
lB.
\.. 140. 
I.A. 112.] 
In the Easter Public Examination of this year, nrasenose 
College 1JlOllOþoIÙt'd the highest honour
, the only three First- 
Class n1en being all of that College. The introduction of 


1 It was that of a Christ Church Chaplain, a quiet and appa: ently 
happy and conscientious person, who, nevertheless. shot him
elf in his 
College rooms. That heing my first Inquest, and ha\'ing, since my 
appointment, had but little time to study 'Umfreville on Coroner's 
Law,' I called in the assistance of the City Coroner. Having thus 
learnt the routine of such sad inquiries, 1 have since acted for myself. 
2 Tah.ing thirty years (from 1829 to 1859) there were fifteen cases 
of academics dro\\ ned in boating; and of those, the nine last happened 
in the last nine years of th
.t pel iod. 
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Classes evidently worked well at this time]; and this, though 
the Exan1ination was conducted by a smaller 
taff than be- 
fore, i. e. four instead of six 2 Examiners. 
Public and political interests, however, still threw into the 
shade all less exciting concerns, University ones among 
the rest. \Yhile Oxford students were quietly plodding for 
academic honours, Sir John l\Ioore was giving theln a new 
edition, as it wcre, of the' Retreat of the 'fcn Thousand;' 
displaying, i. e. the most painful but, at the same tÎ1ne, nlost 
important of a general's duties, the conducting a retreating 
army before a force greatly superior in nunlbers. 
In July, 1809, the PrÙlce if Orange came to reside in 
Oxford, and pursued his studies for a long time (in a house 
in St. Giles's) ; being a Presbyterian, he was not nlatriculated, 
though his studies were assisted by academic private tutors. 
At the COlnmemoration there was no lIon. D.C.L., only 
three lIon. :\I.
\.. 
About this time first appeared a book, which is now grown 
into much intcrest and ilnportance, a book which is, probably, 
more consulted and referred to, and co.nlmands a larger 
annual sale, than any other publication in Oxford; I nlcan 
The Oxford Calendar. As becomes all débuta/ltes, it was 
very modest and un pretending at its elltrée / indeed the 
authorities of SOlne Colleges looked upon it, at first, with such 
coldness and suspicion, that the essential infornlation and 
accurate statements (which now constitute so much of the 


1 I do not mean because of tbat monopoly, but from the general results 
iil the preceding and subsequent years. 
2 . \ fanciful alteration was this year introduced, viz. the dh"ision of 
the Second Class by a space and a line; - and this, though so obviously 
unsatisfactury, "as continued till 11'-25. The work of Examination. 
ha,'ing been found (as it might well be) too much for four Examiners, 
the number was in that year again increased. 
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value and usefulness of the publication) were in son1e 
instances unattainable, in others obtained alnlost by stealth, 
and of course imperfectly 1. 
The Oxford IIerald, August I, contained the following 
, Ilnpron1ptu : '- 


IIERTFORD COLLEGE AXD KE\Y IXX HALL. 


, Caput, el sz/ze 1101l1zize Corpus.' 


, You have heard of acephalous \"erses 
In this temple of metrical knowledge; 
Things stranger my :\!use now rehemses, 
For behold an acephalous" College 2 . 
But wonder succeeds yet to \\ onders, 
(Of greater you scarcely have need,) 
IIere-a lIead lives v. ithout any body, 
There-a Dody without any head.' 


REPLY, 
by (or rather for) :\Ir. Hewett, self-created PIincipal of Hcrtford 
Colleges. 
'Cease, babbler, cease; a greater wonder s
e, 
A Head, a Body, College, all in me.' 


In October, Dr. Cyril Jackson having resigned the Deanery 
of Christ Church, was succeeded by Dr. Hall. 


1 It was not till a few years aften\ ards that the Calendar Legan to 
carry with it the weight and authority" hich it afterwards acquired. 
2 IIertford College had no longe& a Head, as no one would take the 
Headship; and Xew Inn Hall, though possessed of a Head (1)r. Ulack- 
stone), had not a single member on the Books, the Principal not \\ ishing 
to make the Hall more than a lodging on his \-ery rare visits to Oxford. 
Indeed, till Dr. Cramer's time, there were no rooms there except the 
Head's dwelling-place. 
s 
Ir. Hewett. a strange sort of person, being one of the Fellows, had. 
assumed the gO\ ernment of the wretched place on the death of the la4 
Head. 
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In Xovember, our Chancellor, the Duke of Porthnd, died. 
In the autulnn of I8c9 an old Norwich clergyman paid 
Oxford and me a visit; he had driven his daughter in an 
open carriage all the way from K orfolk, and on approaching 
Oxford towards 'the Parks,' he turned off in order to enter 
the city (as he expected) by 'Vaùham; he was surþrzsed 
however, and 11llllq)'ed, at finding the road obstructed by a 
row of stones; surprised, because he was convinced that in 
his early Oxford residence (about 1770) the road was open 
10 the þublt"c,-and annoyed, because when within two hundred 
yards of his journey's end, he had to retrace his way and 
drive his weary beast a mile round! Query: 'Vas my friend 
lnistaken in his recol/edtCms 1 ? 
Kear the end of 1809 the disputed election of a Chan- 
cellor took place; the votes were- 


For Lord Grenville 
Lord Eldon 
Duke of Beaufort 


406 } :\Iajority 
393 13. 
23 8 


10 37 


1 This incident is mentioned because the question of a public road in 
that direction has been lately mooted, and because 
independently of 
the puùlic convenience) such a building as the Museum (now also 
become Radcliffe' 
 Library!) cannot long be left unapproachable b} 
all riages e}..cept upon permission and as a matter of favour. If it is 
true that in Sir Thomas Pope's Statutes for Trinity College (about 
15:'4) 'the Street or \Yay' running bet\\een TIinity Garden and Wad- 
ham College i
 called 'Via regia ju}..ta Augustinenses,' and if' Via 
regia'means the' King's high-way: how has it come to be claimed as 
a private road by \Yadham College? Surely, when' the Parks' and the 
3djoining land shall have been made ornamental and attractive (re-in- 
forced too by the approaching claim
 of the Keble-ites), the privilege \\ ill 
be graciou
ly given up, or · Rcbecca ' may come from her hiding-place in 
\Yales to give lessons in removing obstructions. 
F 
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A notice had been issued that the voting would go on for 
two successive days, and as Convocation once cOlnmenced 
must be continued without adjournment (except in elections 
for an l\I.P.), the voting was kept up !!)I a slow fire (to use 
a military phrase) throughout the night! the several Com- 
mittees taking care to send in a few voters now and then. 
The blunder (for it was" a blunder) caused a good deal of 
annoyance, and some fun. At the conclusion also (late in 
the second day) there was a mixture of fun and annoyance, 
when the immense heap of voting-papers was (as the statute 
then required) 'igne penitus abobïus' before the result of the 
election could be declared by the Proctors 1. 
I ought not to conclude my Recollections of 1809 without 
recording the great struggle about dress between the Proctors 
and Undergraduates of that period. The former were slow 
to acknowledge the tendency of the times and the greater 
liberty and ease in men's lower habiliments, introduced by 
'Vellington in the Peninsular army and generally adopted by 
civilians at home; the younger Oxonians would no longer 
conform to the old-fashioned dress and the sub-:fusc colours 
of the Statute 2. In ::\lr. Brickenden's proctors hip things 
came to a crisis. In spite of warnings, remonstrances, and 
impositions, the Undergraduates paraded the High Street, 
wearing indeed their cap
 and gowns, but each and all 
arrayed in white duck trowsers and light-coloured waistcoats. 


1 The whole Convocation House was filled with suffocating smoke. 
That ceremony of burning the voting-papers has since been aboli
bed, 
and the \\ hole process of voting in Con\ ocation greatly shortened and 
facilitated. One ob\.ious improvement however still remains to Le 
adopted, viz. to do a\\ ay with the' quarta pars horæ' proclamations at 
'Ullcontested elections. 
2 'Y estilms coloris nigri aut subfusci se assuefaciant: Statute De 
vestitu ct habitu scholastico. 
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The Proctor fought hard but in vain against increasing 
numbers, cool perseverance, and open defiance. No wonder 
that he became n10st unpopular. It was, I believe, in this 
year that, in e
 pectation of a riot, forty l\Iasters as extra 
Pro-proctors, and of course called by the youngsters 'the 
forty thieves,' were introduced into the Theatre, and even in 
the gallery, to keep order and note offenders. They did, 
however, so little good that the experiment was not repeated. 
The revolution in dress that followed was not to be \\ on- 
dered at; indeed the wonder was that English youths should 
so long have submitted to such a régime. l\Iy own Recol- 
lections on this subject are confirmed by a friend who had 
witnessed and gone through these absurdities. ' No Gentle- 
n1an dared to appear at Dinner or Chapel in undress, nor 
even take a walk at evening in Christ-Church :\Ieadow 
except in shorts and silk stockings.' 


A.D. 1810. 


[B.A. 140. :M.A. 122. lIon. Dcgrees at the Public Installation, 73.] 


Jan. 2. Lord Grenville was installed as Chancellor at his 
house in London. 
The disastrous expedition to \Yalcheren, with the fe\Oer 
called after its name, had occurred in 1809; its unenergetic 
cOlnlnand
r, Lord Chatham, was thus quizzed in Oxford at 
the beginning of J 8 I 0 ;- 


A DÙzlogue between Lord Chatham and a Friend. 


Frimd. · \Yhen sent fresh "reaths on Flushing's shores to reap, 
\\11at didst thou do, ilIustrious Chatham?' (Chatham.)' Sleep.' 
Friend. · To man fatigucd with "ar Jepose i:o; sweet; 
But when awake, (
il1st thou do nothing?' (Chatham.)' Eat!' 
F 2 
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In February of this year I have to lump together several 
rathcr incongruous incidents, merely as passing notices. 
( I) Dr. Barnes was made a Canon of Christ Church. 
(2) f\Ir. Duffield, a lay-Fellow of ::\Ierton, ran off to Gretna 
with l\Iiss Elwes, daughter of the second old miser of 
that name. (3)' Catholic' (i. e. Ron1an-Catholic) 'peti- 
tions' for admission to Parliament now began to make 
a stir, annually calling forth a counter-petition from our 
Convocation. (
) The question of Parliamentary Reform 
also began to be 11100ted, coldly in Oxford, but with 
increasing warmth elsewhere. (5) Lancaster, the Quaker, 
began to give lectures and establish schools on the systenl 
of education called, after him, Lancastrian. 
April 30. A. Diploma D.C.L. Degree was voted to the 
Prince of \Yales; why, I do not recollect and crrnnot think. 
Certainly Oxford had secn nothing of him, though he did 
occasionally change horses there, on his way to Bibury races, 
in Gloucestershire 1. Query: Did not he, about this time, 
send us son1e unrollable Rolls from Pompeii? 
The Oxford Herald of June 2 contained the following amus- 
ing extract from Fuller's '\V orthies : '-' \Vhen Shotover- 
woods (bestowed by Charles I on a Person of IIonour) were 
likely to be cut down, the UnÍ\.ersity by letters laboured their 
preservation. In those " letters" occurred this among other 
þathetlc eÀpressions: "That Oxford was one of thc 
)'es of 
the land, and bhotover-woods the hat"r 0/ the ej'e-IÙls, whcreof 
the loss must needs prejudice the sight with too much 
moisture flowing therein." , He adds, 'This retrenched that 


1 On these occasions, the relay of horses was latterly ordered to be 
ready in the outskirts of the city, that he might not be recognised; for 
he had been annoyed, while changing horses at the. Star,' by the un- 
pleasant cry · ".here's your \Yife ? ' · George, where's Caroline?' 
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design for the present 1.' 'Ye may remark here strong 
evidence that the country about Oxford, now so bare, 
was once ,,'ell-wooded. Bagley-wood indeed still, to some 
extent, remains; but it is carefully inclosed and preserved, 
so that neither botanist nor naturalist can get admission, 
to pursue his studies there, for fear the game, belonging 
to the College which owns the wood, should be dis- 
turbed 2 ! 
A Jubilee was celebrated, in the summer, on the fiftieth 
anniversary of the I
ing' s accession; in Oxford it was 
kept by giving (by means of a subscription) a dinner, 
sub d/o, on a yery large scale to the poor. Tables were 
set out along two siùes of the Radcliffe Square; the said 
tables were covered with a continuous sheet of white paper, 
of which, it was said, the mills could furnish an unbroken 
supply of any required length. The appearance was neat, 
and luckily it did not rain! 
At the COlll11lelnoration, early in June, Lord Grell'i.'ille's 
, Public Reception' or Installation occupied the attention of 
Oxford and its numerous visitors for four successive days. 
A-future Archbishop (\Yhately) and a future Judge (Cole- 
ridge) read their Prize-Essays, as B...\.'s, from the rostrum. 
There were sixty-eight Hon. D.C.L. and five Hon. :\I.A. 
Degrees conferred during the successive days, with the other 
usual cerenlonies, complimentary verses and a ,lusical Ode. 


. 


1 That such fantastic lm:guage should have produced any effect bt.:.t 
that of laughter, seems now a wonder. 
:l The e>..tract hCle given f10m Fuller, and an interesting selÌes of 
· Historical and Literary X otices,' for some time rcgularly inscl ted in 
the Oxford Herald, were, I belicve, communicated by Ph.lip Bli3s, who 
had then an inkiest in thc paper, and, from his connection \\ ith tJ.e 
Bodleian, and his OWI1 antiquarian taste and rescarch, had aLundant 
re
ources for furnishing such articles. 
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Sht1laan's 1 name, which ,,'as inserted in the first printed list 
of IIonorary Degrees. was 'iwïhdrazr.m 2, owing to a threat 
of Non-Placets from some scrupulous members of Corpus 
Common-room, fIe appeared howeyer in the body of the 
Theatre 1 and was at once tUlnultuously recognised by the 
whole assembly,-his jolly red face and coarse features 
being unmistakable. As all other proceedings would 
evidently be suspended (the Procession had not yet 
entered, nor Convocation been formally opened), he was by 
acclamation voted to the Doctors' seat, and conducted 
thither by the Curators of the Theatre, though without a 
Dfgree ! 


1 I have mentioned the refusal of a Diploma Doctor's Degree to Burke 
in 1790; in I
 10 Dr. Tatham, in an address to lord Grenville, tells us 
(what was hushed up at the time) that the Hebdomadal Board, 'to 
sleeve-creep the New Chancellor,' proposed the name of :Mr. Burke for 
the Hon.orary Degne o/...lI.A. at this Installation. · In consequence of a 
note (says Dr. Tatham) written by me (though totally unacquainted 
\\ ith him) the hon. gentleman saw clearly through the finesse, and mag- 
nanimously refused the proffered Degree.' Dr. Tatham says he had 
tried in vain to persuade the Board to offer the Diploma Degree for- 
merly refused. 'The work on the French Revolution, formerly a Pro- 
phecy delivered, had now become a Prophecy fulfilled.' 
2 In \Yalson's Life of Bi::.hop \Yarburton it is stated that in 17.P 
(when he was only Rev. "'I'. \Yarburton, but famous for his' Di\"ine 
Legation,' &c.) he was asked by letter from the \Ïce-Chancellor of Oxford 
if a Doctor's Degree in Divinity wOlllcl be acceptable to him. About the 
same time that of D.C.L. was offered to Pope. By the intrigues of 
h\ 0 or three persons, ill affected to \Yarburton. \Yarburton's Degree 
\\ as refuse<;l, and Pope would not accept his. · \Ye will take 
our Degree together' (Pope said) 'in fame, whatever we do at 
Oxford.' 
\Yarburtçm was subsequently created D.D. in 17
4 by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury. lIe had been at neither of the Universities having 
practised for some time as a Solicitor. 
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'Recol1ections' of 1810 ought not to conclude without 
recording the strong impression made on the whole Uni- 
versity by the extraordinary Examination of l\1r. (afterwards 
Sir'ViIliam) Hamilton of Ballio!. He look up all the Classics, 
all Plato and more of Aristotle's works than had ever been 
heard of in the Examination School before, not to mention 
the later Platonists, Proclus, Photinus, &c. 1 


.A.D. 181!. 


[B.A. 144. l\LA. 133. Hon. Degrees, 3.] 


:\Iay 9. A cause came on in the University Court which 
excited great interest in Oxford. A T\Ir. 'Villiams, an 
Undergraduate of Jesus College, brought an action against 
l\lr. Brickenden, late Proctor of the University, for illegal 
imprisonment 2 . l\Ir. (afterwards Sir Charles) 'Vetherell was 
engaged as Counsel for the plaintiff, and used very strong 
and not very respectful language towards the University 
authorities 3. 1\1r. (afterwards Judge) Taunton was much 


1 1\oV.IO. One of the leaden :\luses was blown down from the top of 
the old Clarendon. Hearne tells us that these statues "ere at first 
refused, and lay at the "
harf for above two years; they cost Æ600. 
(Reliquiæ, p. 380.) 

 That is, for depositing plaintiff in the Castle for a night, and for 
marching him through tbe streets next morning to the \'ice-Chancellor's 
Justice-room. without suffering him to lay aside the dress of a mail-coach 
guard. in which he had been found! 
3 Such appears to have been the traditionary practice on the part of 
Counsel when occasionally employed in our Unive'rsity Court. It" as 
'\aid. that. on a trial, some years before this case of '\ï
liams v. Brick- 
{'uden, a learned Counsel (afterwards a Judge) had the audacity to 
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more nlÍld and sober, but then he was employed for the 
defendant. It is to be presumed that the plaintiff's case, 
a
 to violation of discipline, breach of statutes. disguising 
dress, &c. was a bad one (academically speaking); and that 
though 1\Ir. Brickenden, a most unpopular and hot-headed 
Proctor, had exerted his 1.uthority injudiciously and harshly, 
he had not exceeded it. It was no cause of ,,,"onder there- 
fore that the verdict was for the defendant; that it was also 
'with costs' did rather astonish even senior men, and, of 
course, called forth severe remarks out of Oxford,-especially 
whcn it was learnt that the Assessor, in summing up, said, 
'Authorities are fallible men, and son1etin1es, as such, may 
ma/.:e a slip
. still authorities, in a place like Oxford, must be 
supported! ' 
l\Iay 24. In Convocation the sum of Æ300 was voted for 
the relief of the 'Dé/elllts' in France, i. e. the Englishmen 
(most of them very poor) who had been seized by Bona- 


assert, that 'such a Court had never sat in judgment since that over 
which Pontius Pilate presided" Query: Did he not deserve 10 be com- 
mitted for CGll/emp! of COlirt 'I It was in the 
Iarch of 181 1 that Shelley. 
whilst yet a young 1;ndergraduate. "as quietly, but necessarily, expelled 
Ly the AuthOl ities of eniversity College on his pel tinaciously refusing 
to disclaim the authorship (or any connection ,\ ith the publication) of a 
work entitled · The 
 ecessity of 
\theism.' I say quietly, for, like most 
residents in OxfOJd, I never heard of;t till long after; and llecesmrily,- 
for how could the society, "hich treaf ed him and his sad case with tender 
consideration, keep such a rotten sheep in thcir fold ?-At Kew College. 
about the year 1803, the Cniversity, in the persons of the Proctors, 
called on Dr. Gauntlett, the" arden, to inform him that they and the 
Yice-Chancellor had expelled a member of his College for a truly' grave 
delictum.' 'Sirs,' said the \\
arden, 'we have no such member.' 
, \Yhat" said the Proctors,' no )Ir. 13-, the son of an Irish Bishop? ' 
· X 0, indeed, gentlemen; I struck off his name more than six hours 
ago.' 



ISU 


Á"EBLE'S TTVO PRIZE ESSA YS. 


7.3 


parte and located, undcr strict surveillance, at Verdûn; and 
this out of n1erc spite and vexation 1. 
Junc 29. The Duke of Gloucester was installed as Chan- 
cdlor at Cambridge. Alnong several Oxford graduates 
I visited our sister U ni\'ersity on the occasion, and was 
aùn1itted 1\ LA . ad eunden1 2. There were fine concerts and 
libcral entertainn1cnts ;-especially one grand dinner at 
Trinity, where the dull Chancellor and the heavy l\Iaster 
(Bishop l\Iansell) sat and ate in state. In the absence of 
the young men (with the exception of a few reciters of 
prize-poems, &c.) Cambridge was not seen to advantage, 
i. e. in its every-day working-dress. 


A.D. r812. 


[B.A. 120. M.A. (?) Hon. Degrees at Commemoration, 7.] 
This r
ar offered no striking acadcmical incident to 
ren1enlber or to record, unless it were the carrying off 
both the Prize Essays by Joh1l Keble, then of Corpus Christi 
College. It is worth remarking, that either he had not then 
developed his talent for poetry (which has been so univer- 
sally adlnired in his ' Christian Year 3 '), or he had be en 


1 Two or three Fellows of Colleges in Oxford were of the number, 
and for four or five years liberally relieved the wants of their poorer 
fcllow-pri
oners and countrymen. At the end of the war, those gentle- 
men wel e thankful to return to quiet Oxford, acknowledging that 
'These fellowships are pretty things; 
\Ye live once more like petty kings, 
And dine untax'd, untroubled un\.Ier 
The portrait of our pious founder.' {T. \Yarlon.) 
2 :\1y ,"isit, and a very pleasant one, \\a5 partly to Dr. Clarke \\"hit- 
field, and partly to the late amiable Registrary, ::\lr. Hustler, at Jesl1" 
College; where I was lodged. 
3 I ha\.1 the pleasure of being acquainted wi
h John Keble at that 
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beaten, as a candidate for the Prize Poems, by such formid- 
able competitors as Rolleston and Coleridge (afterwards 
Judge Coleridge), his friend and biographer. 
This lack of University incidents leaves space for ( Recol- 
lections' as to other matters of interest. 
\Vhile the University 
f Oxford was doing its work of 
education, at this period, in a calm, unobtrusive manner, 
the City of Oxford was (in Septen1ber) in a state of great 
excitement. 1\1r. Lockhart (whose successful and 'weIl- 
applied apologue of (The collar'd dog' has been mentioned 
in 180 I) at lcngth reaped the fruits of his exertions by 
being elected l\1ember for the City, and removing the long- 

tanding stigma of its bcing merely' a BlellheÙn Borough,' 
and its freemen' a pack of BlenheÙIl sþanz"els 1.' 


A.D. 1813. 
[B.A. 139. l\I.A. Regents only ';2. lIon. Degrees at the 
Commemoration, 10.] 


Early in this year Dr. Landon, Provost of \Y orcestcr, 
ascended one step higher in the scale of preferment, haying 
gi\'en up a stall at Korwich (whcre he was beginning to be 
highly esteemed) for the Deanery of Exeter. 
J\Iarch 4. The services of the O.L.\
. (i.e. the Oxford 
Loyal \T olunteers) were discontinued and the Corps was 


time; dming a walk in the country, while plucking with some difficulty 
a twig of 
Iay- blossom, I remarked that' it was IIlay yielding to must.' 
I Yes,' added my scholar-like companion, ' it is the conti1lgent yielding to 
the po
itive.' 
1 
lemorandum in an old pocket-book of this date :- 
'In 1812 remember 
Skated 23rd of Novemher; 
And, what's more wondelful than aU, 
Skated three hours "ithout a fall! S 
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disbanded, on the ground that Bonaparte 1 was no longer 
forn1idable; or, at least, that an invasion was no longer 
to be apprehended. This disbanding was a rather hasty 
In('asure, inasmuch as the snake had only been 'scotch' d, 
not killed.' The confidence of Englishmen, however, wa::; 
now justly rabed by the glorious consummation of the 
Peninsular Campaigns, when the French (with Bonaparte's 
King Joseph at their head) hastily evacuated Spain. 
To finish these warlike topics. The papers, throughout 
the year, were filled with 'Glorious News' in the largest 
type, especially in the autumn. In October 'Old Blucher' 
and the allies made great havoc in 'Bollry' s' armies, which, 
notwithstanding the 'Russian Retreat' and subsequent 
dreadful losses 2, seemed still to rise from the ground, like 
the offspring of the dragon's teeth. The þrestige once lost, 
the tide having once turned, N"apoleon found that he had 
no longer any' Invincibles ;' but as he went down, down, 
down, others went up, up, up! For instance, the national 
cry of ' Orange bO'l'en' was again raised in Holland, and the 
young Prince of Orange, who had been so quietly residing 


1 The great bug-bear of so many anxious years, \\ hose very name had 
been adopted by foolish nurses- to frighten naughty children! Indeed, 
, Boney is coming' had been a cry not confined to nurseries. 

 In one of several battles, near Leipsic, 12,000 of his men were killed 
or taken prisoners; at Dresden, one of his armies, 16,000 strong, sur- 
rendered as Plisoners of war! Subsequent accounts stated them as 
28,00:), besides 6,000 sick! 
Lord Eldon, writing to a friend in November 1.813, says, 'I suppose 
the promotion of Drs. Parsons and Howley will mortiÎy our gentlemen 
at fueter and Brasenose Colleges,-the heads of which \we hear) being 
um\ illing to illuminate for our late glorious succe
5es. have had their 
lodgings, a3 far as \\ indows go, most completely demolished.' t Twiss. 
voL ii. p. 245.) 
:\.13. I do not remember any such demolition. 
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at Oxford, took his lcave of us, to join his fathcr in his 
recovered kingdon1. On his departure he was madc a D.C.L. 
b) diplonla, and onc of his train an Honorary D. C.L. 
August 25. l\Ir. Bandinel was unanimously elected Bodley's 
Librarian in Long \Tacation, and within a week of :\1r. Price's 
dcath 1 ! The election was, by Statute, to be Inade 'intra 
triduum proxime scquu'turum;' the only exceptions were, 
(I) in case the University should be dispersed, 'grassante 
peste,' -whcn 'the three days' were to be reckoned from 
the forn1al re-assembling of the University; and (2) if the 
vacancy should occur' ferii.., autumnalibus 2.' 
I ha\Oe heard and seen some strange things in Oxford, and 
even at 51. l\Iary'.s, but nothing ever so strange as \\ hat is 
related (by Aubrcy) of Dr. l
ette13 of Trinity College, \'iz. 


1 Such was the requirement of the statute; the recent statute fixes 
the election to be held 'post vigÙzti dierllm monitionem, et in pIma 
termino.' 
2 This would seem to mean the latter part of the 'Long Vacation,' 
since h\ 0 of its three months (July and August) \\ ould rather be called 
· feriæ æ
ti1'æ.' Query: If it simply meant the 'Long Vacation,' ought 
not Dr. 13andinel's election (U1zdtr tbat secolld exception) to ha\e been 
postponed till Michaelmas Term? 
;; Electcd President in 151)8. The old picturesque house in Broad 

trect 
facing the Ashmolean l\Iuseum) is still called' Kettel Hall,' from 
some connection with him and Trinity College. Local tradition says 
that Dr. Kettel built this Hall to give additional accommodation to the 
students of his College; and as he \ as President for forty-five years, he 
might well have done something for his Society and his particular Hall. 
In the middle of last century it had become a sort of lodging-house, 
and in it, as such, Dr. Johnson occupied two rooms (in 1752), busy in 
collecting materials for his Dictionary and frequenting Trinity Common- 
room as the friend and guest of Thomas \Yarton. The old Hall has 
long since become a private dwelling, and even now its occupants are 
occasionall y requested by strangers to show them his study and beù- 
room. 
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that he once concluded a sermon at 51. l\Iary's thus: -' But 
no\\", I see it is time for me to shutt up my booke. for I see 
Ihl Doctors' mcn COlne in, wiping of their beardes, from the 
Alè-house.' 'I-Ie could, that is from the pulpit, plainly see 
them, and 'twas thcir custom in sermon-lime to goe there, 
and about the end of sermon to returne to wayte on their 
n1asters. Certainly most Llliz'erSl!)' sermOllS would be un- 
profitable to Doctors' or Proctors' servants; and it is prob- 
ably from this conviction, that most of the 'Doctors' have 
lately dispensed with the attendance of their servants, to 
robe and un-robe them, at 51. 1\lary's, and have brightened 
up the streets on a Sunday by walking to and from church 
in thcir handsome robes. 


A.D. 1814. 


[B.A. 17i. 
I...\. 133. At the Commemoration, 4 Hon. D.C.L. 
At the Royal Visit, 14 Hon. D.C.L.] 


Jan. 22. There was a tremendous fall of snow; all the 
roads near Oxford were blocked up, and no letters were 
received from London for four days! In many places the 
drifted snow was from ten to twenty feet deep; on the 
Ifficy road, half - a - mile from Oxford, by great labour a 
passage was cleared, leaving a high wall of snow on either 
side, for a considerable distance. 
At the Lent Assizes, an Oxford drawing-master, 1\lr. 
O'N eil, brought an action against the Rev. 1\lr. Evans, or 
rather his wife, to recover dan1ages, as a compensation for 
the breach of a 'promise of marriagc,' made by ::\Irs. Evans 
when l\Iiss Ireland, daughter of a wcll- known Oxford 
apothecary. V crdict for the plaintiff; damages one far- 
thing I 
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A bout this period Jr'"dliam Cobbell (the wrong-headed, but 
strong-headed writer of, at least, good English) routed out 
some of the statutes and customs of Oxford, and showed 
thall up in his Heek{)' RegiSter. An10ng other things, he 
brought again into notice (in reference to the excessive 
power of the Proctors) the case of an old man (aged se,'enty) 
. 
named Bayliss, who was carried off to prison, and kept there 
two nights and a day, because he refused' to be sent home 
(as he said) like a dog to his kennel 1.' 
April 4. Poor old ::\lr. fIe" ett, the last Fellow and quon- 
datu \ice-Principal of the extinct IIertford College, gave 
notice that, on finding that the proper authorities would not 
appoint a Principal, 'he had nominated, constituted, and 
admitted himself as PrincipaP!' 
l\Iay 3. The Duchess of Oldenburgh, sister to the Em- 
peror of Russia, visited Oxford, and was bOll/zed by the 
Y"ice-Chancellor. She was saiJ to be a busy, influential 
person among the great people of that day; but at Oxford 
she excited interest only froll1 the difficulty (almost the im- 
possibility) of getting a ,'iew of her fair, round face through 
the vista of an enormous, elongated' peak' or projection of 
a l..eghorn straw-bonnet! It was like looking at Y' en us 
through a telescope. 
At the beginning of ::\lay a meeting was held in the City 
Council-chamber for the instituting of an Anti-:\Iendicity 


1 This case of Bayliss v. Rev. ,Yo 'Yood of Ch. Ch., Proctor, is men- 
tioned in the Chapter about ProctOlS. \\"hen the case, which had been 
commenced in the Common-Law Courts, was claimed by the University 
for trial in its own Court, Bayliss 
as Cobbett said) , wisely dropped the 
prosecu tion.' 
2 Of course no notice was taken of this. The regular appointment 
(as mentioned else\\here) had lapsed. 
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VED IIEADS.' 79 
Society'. The plan (like many other good things) was in- 
troduced by 'good John Duncan,' of New College, haYing 
been successfully tried by him at Bath. The institution has 
been n1aintained ever since, wtih Inore or less efficiency 2. 
At first certainly the mistake was made of relieving' dis- 
tressed trayellers' too liberally, so as to induce regular 
vagrants to deviate from their road in order to take in 
Oxford. 1'he error was, after a while, found out, acknow- 
ledged, and corrected, with good results. 
In April of 18 I 4 Louis XYIII was recalled to France to 
mount the throne of his ancestors. The great eve1lt, how- 
ever, of this year for Oxford was the visit of the Prz11ce 
Rege1lt and his royal guests, the Emperor if Russia and the 
King of Prussza, with their distinguished suites (June 13). 
As a thick volun1e was published by authority, containing 
a full account of the proceedings, they need not be enlarged 
upon here. In some respects, indeed, the book tells you 
rather how everything was z1ltended to take place, than 
how it really happened. For instance, you are told that the 
Prince was met, in the middle of ill1gdaleJl BrÙfge, by the 
U nh'ersity and City authorities, and that the introductory 
ceren10ny took place there; it was certainly so arranged, and, 


1 Euphoniously called'..\ Society for the Relief of Distressed Tra- 
vellers." 

 Certainly before that time beggars hung about the public walks, and 
some of them seemed even to have established a right to certain fre- 
quented places; there was scarcely any City Police, and the University 
Police acted only in the night. Indeed, since the enlargement of that 
force, the University privilege of' The \Yatch and" \Yard ' confines them, 
in practice at least, to night work,-special occa
ions and public solem- 
nities excepted. [I do not anticipate much good from the much-talked- 
of plan of amalgamating the University and City Police. The respollsi- 
hility may he shifted off from one body to the other, and \\ e aU know 
\\ nat may be the result of · sitting between t\\ 0 stools.'] 
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with proper care and forethought, it might easily have been 
so n1anageù. But it was not 1 . The Prince therefore ad- 
vanced beyond the bridge, pulled up after passing the College 
gate, and actually u'az"lt:d for those who should have been, 
and really were (but in the wrong place), waiting jòr him. 
The Uni\'ersity authorities, with the Chancellor, Lord Gren- 
ville, at thcir head, w<!re quietly reposing in the hall of 
l\Iagdalen College; the }\Iayor and the City authorities in 
the Common-room ;-till at length åt the cry of 'The Prince 
is waiting,' a disorderly, hasty rush took place through the 
cloisters and out of the College gate. There indeed it was 
found that the Regent (looking not very well pleased) had 
actually, according to arrangement, dismounted from his 
carriage 2! This first false start having been got over, things 
went sn100thly and according to previous arrangement. 
The progress on jòol along the middle of the High Street 
was certainly grand and imposing ;-the gownsmen, in full 
acaden1ic dress and arranged according to their Colleges, 
formed a continuous line on either side the high-way, the 
pavement, doorways, and windows being crowded with 
others. Order however could not well be kept after leaving 


1 X 0 truSÌ\\ orthy scouts, for instance, had been stationed to keep 
a look-out on the Jffiey road, no signal appointed to be given, by flag 
or bell, from :Magdalen Tower. 'Is that 
Iagdalen Tower?' said the 
Prince as he approached OÀford. 'Yes, )our Royal Highnt:ss,' leplied 
hi
 non-flattering travelling-companion, ' that's the to\\cr again
t \\hich 
J ames II broke his head.' 
2 It was intendcd that the Chancellor and the 
Iayor should formally 
surrender the University stavcs and the City mace into the Prince's 
hand; this was done, in a hasty way, as to one of the gold staves; 
something of the same sort, and in a still more slovenly \\ay, was done 
as to the City mace. 'Permit me,' said Lord Grenville,' to surrender 
the authority of the University into your Royal Highness's hands.' 'It 
cannot be in better hands,' replied the Regent l with much grace, as he 
restored the gold staff to his Lordship. 
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the I-ligh Strcet and entcring the narrow approach of the 
Radcliffe Square; the pressure (notwithstanding a guard 
of 'l eOlnanry-Cavalry) became great, till the entrance into 
the Schools-quadrangle (and the Divinity School especially) 
afforded an acceptable and (by the sudden transition from 
noise, heat, and tumult, to stillness, coolness, and order) 
a striking escape fran1 the increasing crowd. . 
In the Theatre, on the next morning, 'Old Blucher' (as 
he was familiarly called, but in form, 'General Prince 
Blucher') becamc after a while (when the Prince Regent, 
the Emperor Alexander, and the I{ing of Prussia had been 
duly honoured and gazed upon) the hero of the day 1. In 
retiring from the Theatre, he was all but 'pulled in pieces,' 
-everybody trying to shake hands with him (' sexagenarius 
iste,' as Dr. Phillimore called him in his presentation speech). 
In short, the old General was heard to declare that 'it was 
the hottest struggle he had ever been in 2.' Even at 
Dr. Barnes's (where he was lodged) he was not safe from 
this flattering persecution, which he however received with 
a half-pleased, half-sulky sang-froid. It was soon discovered 
that he was smoking his pipe in his bed-room (which was 
also a front-room), and e.very now and then a cry of 
'Blucher, Blucher for ever!' was raised by fresh-comers, 
till he goodnaturedly came to the window, pipe in mouth, 
and, after a whiff or two, retired with a rough military 
salute 3. 


1 Indeed a sort of furore, excited by his fine head and massy figure, 
v. as increased by his manl) but simple (I had almost said Ellg1i:,h) 
bearing. 
2 As he drove to Christ Church (\\here he was Dr. Barnes's guest) 
an impudent shoe-maker threw a new pair of boots into his can iage ; 
and thenceforward announced himself as 'boot-maker to General Prince 
Blucher.' 
S In the Theatre we "ere particularly struck with the fine counte- 
G 



82 


RECOLLECTIO...vS OF O
YFOR.D. 


18q. 


The Prince Regent (who was grown very stout, but was 
well got-up for the occasion) went through a great deal of 
fatigue during this visit, and, now and then, with evident 
effort; he groaned audzo!y on ascending the Bodleian stair- 
case, and did not SeelTI to enjoy (as the Czar and the I{ing 
evidently did) the hour's lionizing of Christ Church and 
the parade in the Broad \Valk under a hot sun, At a Levee 
held in Christ Church flaIl, among others the Public Orator, 
:\Ir. Crowe, was presented; the Regent gracefully referred 
to the Orator's Latin Address in the Theatre, and good- 
naturedI)" added, 'If, :\Ir. Orator, I had had to reply in 
Latin, I n1ight have got as far as "Scnex venerabilis," and 
then I should have broken down 1.' 
As to the grand dinner given (strangely enough, but yet 
most splendidly, and, for effect, most 
uccessfully) in the 
Radcliffe Ll'brary, and othcr nlatter connected \vith (a.s it 
was then called) 'The Visit of th
 Crowned Heads' -is z"I 
1101 wrzïlell in the elaborate account of the University au- 
thorities? I fcar that I have dwelt too diffusely on a sub- 
ject, absorbing 'hell, but gro\\ n rather cold and uninteresting 
IlOUJ 2 . 


nance and strong feeling of Sir Charles Stewart (afterwards Lord Lon- 
donderry), who (after gaining laurel::; in the reninsular \Yar) had 
accompanied the Allied Armies and wlitten despatches, which had 
been greedily devoureù. Covered as his breast was with all the Orders 
and Insignia of the Courts of Europe, he was a fine spectacle and a 
noLle-looking Englishman. As he "as received, on his presentation, 
\\ ith thunùelillg and perse\"e1Ïng applause, the tears ran down his face! 
1 The old man, though not fond of kings or pI inces, retired highly 
delighted, muttering something like · Principibus placuisse viris haud 
ultima.1aus est.' 
2 It should be mentioned, in connection with the Royal visit, that, 
at the request of the I>rince Regent, a · Term \\as granted' in Convo- 
cation,-bcing one of those kindncsses . quæ commendat rariar usus.' 
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On the 4th of July a great dinner, set out in the Radcliffe 
Square, was given (by subscription) to 4oCO poor but re- 

pcctable inhabitants of Oxford, to commemorate 'The 
General Peace, i.e. the best of all Generals,' as was given for 
thcir toast. 


A.D. 1815. 
(B.A. 169. 
l..\. 14.8. Ko lIon. Degree at the Commemoration.] 
Jan. 29th died l\Ir. Rhodes, Esquire Bedel in :\Ied
 and 
Arts, and 'intra triduuln ' (as the Statute tfit'll required) I 
W,lS unaniI110usly elected by Convocation into his place, 
bcing of considerably more value than the Law staff, which 
I had held for nine years. 
In this year an atten1pt was said to have been made at 
Christ Church to get permission for the Students to wear 
tl iih'tr tasst/ to their caps! It was also said to have been 1 
n1et by a rcproof fronl one in high authority, who answered 
the application at once: '0 yes, certainly; but on condition 
that you wear on your sleeve a silver badge, marked \V.C.B.,' 
i. e. \Vestminster Charity Boys. 
.Another class of events of a most grave and in1portant 
kind was illustrated on the night of the 28th of February, 
when 'the scotch'ò snake' recovered its venom, if not its 
former strength. In plain words, Bonaparte slipped away 
from Elba, and with a handful of men landed in France. 
In ...\pril, so rapid was the n1arch of events, \Vellington 
becamc Con1mander-in-Chief of the Allied Armies, and the 
18th of J unc saw the Battle if Hã/t'rlou! to be followed, on 
July 6, by the surrender of Paris. 
But to return to · Recollections' properly connected with 


1 This is here mentioned only as a pI evailing retort, but the story 
or 
omcthing lil"c it. wa" probahly of an oh
er date. 
G 2 
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the University and its interests. In this year died 
JIr. Lll!J'd, B.C.L., of \Vadham \ who had been Curator of the 
Ashmolean ::\Iuseum for nineteen years. The 1\1 useum itself 
seldom seemed to occupy the time or thoughts of the Curator; 
indeed it was a rubbishy, neglected place, where a Deputy 
Curator sat, apparently for the sole purpose of looking 
after the sixpences charged per head for admission to the 
'Curiosities.' -Having mentioned the death of one Curator, 
Iny 'Recollections' of his successors may here find a place. 
.JIr. Dunbar, 
I....\., of Brasenose, who succeeded !\Ir. Lloyd, 
was a clever, amusing person, of good family,-whose witti- 
cisn1s (rather studied and eh,borate) were occasionally cir- 
culated; but being (like his predecessor 2) rather indolent 
and unscientific, he made no effort to improve what he 
found in so neglected a state. :\Ir. Dunbar held the place, 
or rather held 10 the place, seven years, and was succeeded 
by.the Rev. Jlr. Ph/lliÞs, a Fellow and 
Iathematical Tutor 
of l\Iagdalen. Though a man of morc solid attainments 
than his two predecessors, he was ashy, nervous man; 
and not having the hcart to cleanse the _\.ugean institution. 
nor face enough to keep so unsatisfactory an office, he 
relinquished it at the end of a year 3. But the golden age 


1 He \\ as a retired, quiet (not to say idle) gentleman having no pre- 
tension
 to science or scholarship; seldom, indeed, coming out of his 
lodgmgs in Holywell Street, where he amused himself in what his 
neighbours called' strumming' on his harp. 

 Indeed it looked (in these two last-mentioned appointments, at 
least) as if the Curatorship (small as the endowment was) had been in- 
tended to eke out the income of persons who had done and were doing 
nothing in the University, but who still clung to the society of O).ford. 
3 Among 
lr. Lloyd's predecessors there had been a President of 
Tl inity and a Provost of \Y orcester, but it does not appear that they 
did any more for the Ashmolean l\luseum than the ordinary ::\1.A. or 
B.C.L. Curators,-except the giving a little more dignity to the post. 



] 81 5 


ELI 105 ASIIJIOLE. 


8j 


of the Institution now commenced, \\ hen, under the auspices 
and through the taste, care, and liberality of the 'par nobile 
fratrun1;-:
\Ir. John Duncan for three years and l'fr. Ph/lip 
DUNca1l for nearly twenty-eight,-thc building really becanle 
a 
Iuseum (though of a limited kind), and not merely a 
, curiosity- shop.' 
In that inlproved state of things, 11Ir. Phz11ips, our Geo- 
logical Professor, succeeded to the Curatorship in 1854. 
Query: \Yhen the Gniversity l\Iuseunl shall have swallowed 
up the Ashmolean Collection, and the building shall be 
turned to other uses, will the nanle of E1Ù1S AshnlOle 1 quite 
perish, or be retained unconnected with his 'natural and 
artificial curiosities? ' The building itself was raised by the 
University, not by Ashn101e. By a recent vote of Convo- 
cation the building (or a part of it) was converted into Exa- 
mining Schools. SOlne ugly projections from the basement 
(constructed at great expense by Dr. Daubeny, who lived 
there as Chemical Professor) were also doomed to be re- 
moved. Dr. !(idJ and his fall1ily had pre\'iously occupied 
the rooms of the basen1cnt, recently appointed to receive 
the Arundel l\Iarbles. The old Laboratory under the :\Iu- 
seum, where the Chemical Lectures used to be given, has 
for some time gz"ven up prac!Ù:e in favour of, the grand one 


1 Elias .\shmole (according to his Diary) (had the honour of being 
made a Doctor of PbÙ.ic [so spelt] at Oxford, and had a diploma from 
the University.' Query: Had he any pretension to be a fbysician 1 
Certainly the fo11O\\ ing e:x.tract does not say much for his practice: 
'lIaving the ague, I took early in the moruii1g a good dose of elixir 
[whatever that might be] and hung three spiders about my neck, and they 
(Deo gra'ias) drO\e my ague away.'!!! His diploma was dated 1669. 
I lis epitaph el
ds thus: 'Sed durante ::\Iusæo-nunquam moriturus.' 
Ilis name has at any rate obliterated the memory of the Traclescants. 
who originated the collection and aften\Oards transferred it to Ashmole. 
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ill the Kew l\Iuseu111, or rather (in prudent apprehension of 
a possible explosion) delacht'd therefrom.-N.B. I believe that 
the upþer parI of the Ashnl01e building (aftcr being prepared, 
,,'ith nluch expense and the construction of an outside StOllC 
staircase) has been found unsuited, fro1l1 heat or cold or 
some other cause, for a place of Examination, and is not 
used for that or any othc purpose! 
In "'\Iichaelmï.ls Term, 1815, Convocation voted Æ3CO in 
aid of a general subscription 'for the families of the brave 
nlen killed at the Battle of \Vaterloo.' The City of Oxford 
also voted tIOO. 


A.D. 1816. 


[B.A. 143. !\I.A. Regents, 133. lIon. Degrees at the Com- 
memoration, 8.J 


As Sayings' Banks were coming In, it was hoped that 
Lotteries would be going out. It was long, however, before 
that hope was realized; indeed as their end approached (for 
their final doon1 was decided) the mania for this gambling 
seenled to increase. Oxford was indebted for its Savings' 
Bank to the philanthropic exertions of the l\Iessrs. Duncan 
of 1\ ew College, who left so n1any nlarks of their in- 
fluence for good before they finally retired to Hath; each 
in his turn, though at a long interval, being- at his de- 
parture presented to the Honorary Degree of D.C.L. in the 
Theatre. 
In the spring of 18 I 6, it having been generally supposed 
that the Oxford pric
 of fish (kept up, as it appeared, by 
a n10nopoly and the want of compctition) might be reduced 
and regulated by opening a FÙh-sh()þ uJ1dtr the suþcrÙllozd- 
euce of a C01JlIllZI/ce, the attempt was made in a s1l1all tene- 
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mcnt t close to the Ashmolean 1\1 useum. Good, however, as 
was the idea, either from the choice of an incompetent 
manager 2 or from the disadvantage of competing with the 
two established shops in the transactions of the Billingsgate 
1\Iarkct, the speculation, after lingering under unforeseen 
difficulties, soon entirely failed. It was a pity; but, I sup- 
pose, political econolnists would tell us that it could not 
end otherwise. 
...\t the Con1memoration two of the eight Ron. D.C.L. 
Degrees were conferred on 1\1. .Aubrey and 1'1. Bertin, 
French refugee-priests, who had resided and taught French 
in Oxford e"er since .the beginning of the French Revo- 
lution. Bertin was cheerful and genial; Aubrey, rather high 
(being of good family and conscious of it), received his 
pupils as if he were conferring a fa\'our. The ne\,"spapers 


1 Since absorbed by the Exeter College improvements. 
2 In connection" ith "hat, from its early failure, has become a matter 
of curiosity, if not of interest, the following Lines are quoted from the 
O:\ford Herald of l\lay 18 :- 


, The Oxford Fish CompallY. 
, \Yhen I heard that our City had named a Committee 
For selling cheap fi
h, I "as glad; 
And my tongue ran so glib. that I said to my rib, 
She should taste the first cargo they had. 


'So I ,\ ent to the mal t, at the time set apart. 
But they told me the fish was not come; 
Therc I waited an hour, brav'd hail-stm-m and 5how'r, 
.And at last disappointed went home. 


, CIies my wife" " \Yherc's thc fish to fill the top dish ?" 
"
one is come, dear," I said. and caress'd her, 
.. It won't do," said my Kitty,-" so, to spite the Committee, 
Go and buy some of Carter or Tester.". 
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aid that the University paiJ the fees for their Degree; 
but, more correctly, they were charged no fees, because 
flreig1lers paid none. 
In July died in Oxford COllslalllz1Ze Demetria des , a dirty 
olJ Greek (not at all answering to his sounding nan1e), who 
haJ hung about the University for some time, professedly 
. 
as a teacher of ::\Iodern Greek, but really as a butt for the 
young men's jokes, a sponge for their eatables and drink- 
ables, and a recipient of their loose silver 1. He was never 
seen without a thick staff, 'to keep the dogs and scouts from 
the pockets of his old great coat!' 
Oct. 18. The Duke of Clarence (afterwards 'Yilliam IY") 
visited Oxford and was n1ade D.C.L. by diploIna; he was 
accompanied by his brother-sailor Lord Exrnouth, who, fresh 
from the bombardment of Algiers, was made lIon. D.C.L. 


1 D
metriades was, of course, thoroughly hated and sometimes 
loughly treated by the scouts, as not only devouring breakfasts, but also 
not sClllpling to carry off the fragments, as he said, EV 7TOKÉTEO"OW. He 
was one of the odd 
et of people \\ ho took refuge in the de
erted rooms 
of Hertford College. 


His supposed Epitaph. 
· Here in his dirt lies poor old Dcmetriades, 
Your tricks, ye wanton boys, no more can try him; 
Laugh not, ye scouts, weep rather, li1..e the Hyades, 
But see ye wake him not,-his staff lies by him.' 


He is here supposed to have requested, as the old philosopher did 
in jest: · Ponitote baculum juxta me, quo abigam canes,' &c. N.B.-I 
have been told that I have ante-dated the death of Demetriades 
by two or three years. I may be wrong; (if so, may his shade forgive 
me!) but not so wrong as one of my critics, who confounds him with 

lr. Roberson, a solicitor, who lh'ed in the ruins of Hertford College 
by sufferance. . 
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Lord Exmouth was presented by Dr. Copleston. A Doctor 
in Divinity presenting a candidate for a Law Degree was 
rather an anomalous, certainly an unusual thing. But, first, 
iL was 011!yan ilonorary Degree; and secondly, Dr. Copleston 
was, like Lord Exmouth, a Dn'oJlshire man,-both able and 
willing to eulogise the naval hero. 


A.D. 1817. 


[B.A. 143. 
I.A. I I I. lIon. Degrees at Commemoration, 8.] 


J an. I I. The Grand Duke "" 
lcholas of Russia (afterwards 
Empcror) paid a visit to Oxford, and a fine-looking man 
he was. He was Doclored by diploma, and four of his 
suite had the Honorary Degree of D.C.L. conferred on 
them. 
This year, while there was peace abroad, was n1arked at 
hOlne by riotous and seditious n1eetings, under the auspices 
of Hunt and Co. A Bill was passed in April for the express 
purpose of strengthening the hands of the magistrates in 
putting down such proceedings, Loyal meetings were held 
in Oxford and loyal addresses voted. 
On the 6th of November, the Princess Charlotte (who 
had been marricd to Prince Leopold, afterwards K.ing of 
Belgium), after the birth of a still-born child, disappointed 
the hopes of the nation by her own premature death:- 


'\Yhen she, the star that shone the brightest here, 
Left earth,-to flourish in a fitter sphere.' (Oxford Spy.) 


Never perhaps was a public loss more generally or more 

trongly felt, never was a 'general mourning' less a mere 
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forn1 1 or mattcr of respect. The English nation had calcu- 
lated upon a successor to the throne in that direct line,- 
, ast aliter visum est! '- Hcr death after child-birth was fol- 
lowed by sad consequences in the person of Dr. Sir R. Croft, 
her accoucheur, who soon after destroyed himself. 


1 The choirs and oJgans 0 OUf Cathedral and College Chapels were 
hushed till after her funeral; and an Address of Condolence was yoted 
in Convocation to be sent to the Prince Regent. 
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CIIAPTER V. 


· Equidem memini; fama est obscurior annis.'-Virgzl. 


RccollcctiOJlS froJJl A.D, 18 18 to A.D. 1830. 


A. D. 1818. 


[B.A. 162. :M.A.137. lIon. D.C.L. at Commemoration, ;:.] 
A 
LEVER satirical poeln, called' The Oxford Spy,' pub- 
lished at this tilne, was intended' to throw a searchÙzg light 1 ' 
on SOlne of the dark or weak points in the discipline, &c. of 
the UnÏ\'ersity. It came out (anonymously of course) in 
fh'e successive numhers or cantos, and reached a third edi- 
tion. It was attributed to the late Rev. 1. Shergold Boone 
of Christ Church, who carried off both the English and 
Latin Verse Prize in 18172, but who, from some strange 


1 C A searching light' also (in a literal sense) was now about to open 
on our ill-lighted city. Oxford, like most other citics. ha\ ing hitherto 
been content to live l by night at least) in comparative darkness, at length 
awoke to a consciousness of its inconvenience and a desire for enlighten- 
ment. \\ïth a vicw to effect this, the first meeting was held (
Iarch I) 
for getting an .\ct of Parliament for the establishmcnt of a Gas Company. 
:.! The thinl and fourth rate of the unsuccessful candidates for c the 
K cwdigate' had a new field opened for thcir. poetic talents about this 
timc,-in the composition of the well-paid copies of verses (almost 
poems) 0 \\ ith "hich not only the Lotteries and Potteries but even 
blacking-manufacturers and Jew tailors inundated the papers and covered 
the walls. · La! 
ir: !:oaid the vulgar wife of a wealthy · merchant' of 
that stamp, · d'ye think we wastes our time in writing them stuffs and 
pufT:\? Xo, indeed; we kceps a poet from Oxford College.' 



9 2 


RECOLLECTIO.\:S-' OF O.YFORD. 


IRIS 


nlotive or other (to spite his College, probably, though 
really spiting himself), did not choose 10 go in for a Class, 
which he might ha"e conlmanded. The real cause, I sup- 
pose, was to be found in his satire and the spirit which 
pronlpted it; ex. gr. 
· E'en should tbe Paper show his blazon'd name 
In the First Class òf Academic fame, 
Still, still the care remains to form his mind, 
1\ 0 College honours fit him for mankind.' 
And again :- 
· \Yhile all that makes" The Graduate highly Class'd" 
Is but mechanic drudgery at last.' 
As many things which' 1'he Spy' satirised haye since been 
amended, he might (had he written in a different mood and 
less offensive form) have been hailed as a prophct of better 
things and accepted as a corrector of abuses. But neither 
individuals nor bodies of men like to be quizzed (much less 
to be lashed) into amendment. At this distance of tinle the 

atire, as a poem, can be read \\ith calnlness and found to 
contain Illuch that is sensible, cast in a manly, poetical form. 
'That the writer, however talented, ne,'er rose very high in 
point of prefennent, was perhaps a natural result of being a 
satirist and (worse) 'a spy 1.' 
I-laving allowed so much space to the last topic, I must 
crowd together the reillaining , Recollections' of J S 18 2. 


J IIe might well conclude hi:; poem thus:- 
, X ow \\ ith thee blended, Oxford, o'er me swell 
Some bitter lecollections ;-yet,- farewell !' 
. \nd 
o, e
it Spy:- 
'As one, 110t al1 unworthy,-Lut whose song 
"-as right in motive, if in judgment wrong.' 
"l The O
ford papers of ::\1ay 20 a(h-ertised in close sequence and in 
common connection with the coming Commemoration,- the Radcliffe 
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:\Tar 2. In a contested election for the K.eepership of the 
Archivcs, the votes were for Cooke, C. C. C., 180; Bliss, 
St. John's, 122; Heres, Exeter, 1 0 7. 
In this year Cra11 ÛJlog)' (since, I believe, called P hrello- 
logy), with a good deal to say for itself, but not enough to 
establish its claims and justify its pretensions, demanded 
to be adlnitted an10ng the sciences. 
At the san1e time, that pretty play-thing, called (as every 
pretcntious thing is called now-a-days) by its Greek name, 
a KaleÙloscoþe (said to have been invented by Sir David 
Brewster), came into vogue, and found its way even into the 
drawing-rooll1s of our gravest dignitaries. 
At the Commemoration Ormerod of Kew College gained 
and recited both the ,r erse prizes; soon after, while on a 
tour in Scotland, he was a
tacked by a fever, and died 1. 
And so it often is; our bright ones vanish from us, like 
meteors, leaving us to plod on our way, made all the darker 
from the short-lived glow they had afforded us. 
About this time Dr. Tatham, of Lincoln College, circu- 
lated a Letter on the Public Exall1inations, which concluded 


Scrmon: Concerts on a large scale; a Sermon for the Dispensary, and 
. A fi1le Turtle, to be dressed at the Star Inn on the Commemoration-day r 
1 :Mr. Boone (Oxford Spy) wrote some very beautiful lines on Orme- 
rod's early death; a few are here given :- 
'\Yhere is he, 
Happy in weIl-earn'd fame 
o lately seen, 

 ow taught alas 1 how quick the loss may be 
Of all that loveliest in our life hath been! 
He snatch'd the cup of honour. and betwcen 
Xone came to dash it from him:- 
And then, e'en then Death ho\"cr'd near, and laugh'd 
As though there lurk'd somc poison in the draught!' 
I find the abovc statement is incorrect; Ormerod died, not in Scotland 
Lut in "'ales, at Llandaff, and lics buried in the Cathcdral church-yard. 
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thus: 'I am (it is known) a decided enenlY to all pluckzilg 
. 
the present system of Exanlination might pluck a Bacon, a 
Boyle, a Newton. Oh J the wonderful Exanlinations! ! !'- 

 Veri/lllem 1 .' 
It had been thought a greal IhÙzg when l\Iiss George 
(a pupil of Dr. P. Hayes and a vocal perfornlcr at our 
:\Iusic Room), being a'daughter of old George, the New 
College porter, was married (sonle ycars before this date) to 
Sir John Oldmixen 2. But how did it end? They went 
to Anlerica, quarrelled and eve"ntually parted. Lady O. (as 
her letters of 18 I 8 inforoled her Oxford friends), by her 
nlusical talents, supported hcr
elf and a .J'Oltllg fan1Ïly of Old- 
mixens, while Sir John, being wretchedly poor, earned his 
own living as a Inarkct gardener 3 ? 


.A.D. 1819. 


[B.A. 225! 
l.A. II3. lIon. Degrees at Commemoration, 12.] 
.A bOllJlt' boltche is here presented to Iny acaden1Ïcal readers; 
viz. a þorHoll of a learned and playful paper by 
Ir. (now Dr.) 
Cotton, ...\rchdeacon of Cashcl (at the above date Unùer- 
Librarian in the Bodleian 4), 


1 'Y eritatem' \\ as (he says) his family motto and heraldic pun. 
2 \Yho and \\ hat he was I do 110t ' recollect' to have heard. 
3 For a long time before ISIS, \\ hen' he ceast..d to occur,' there was 
an impudent fellow about the streets of Oxford who called hinì.self 
'The Uniyersity accredited Guide.' BlÏng dressed in (rather shabby) 
Llack and can) ing a smal t cane, he often took in strangers, and on 
parting would reject 55., 
a)ing, , IIalf-a-guinea is myauthorised fee!' 
His lies were said to have been prodigious. QueIY: \Yould it not be a 
good thing if there were really' accredited Guides,' well-informed men? 
I I leave out some things rather pungent, but the remainder is gin:n 
\\ ith the consent of the Y <:n. Al chdcacon. 
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Erudilis O
t'OJlÙ.E S"Uh
1 oI.lmanlibus, sa/utolll 
Acerrin1Ïs ve:strûlll omnium judiciis pennittitur Conspectus, 
sive Syllabus libri brtVzlt'r l edcndi, ct è IJrcl o _\cadclnico, 
si cliis (i. e. Ddegatis) placet, prodituri; in quo multa scitu 
Cot notatu dignissÌ1na fusè admodum et liberè tractantur et 
explicantur. 


SubjiclÍ/Jltur caþz"tl/JJl quoruJ/dam argulllel1/a: 
I. Ælfrædi 
Iagni somniun1, de Sociis omnibus Acadelnicis 
ad Epi
copatUln prolnovendis 2 . Opus egregium, so- 
lertiâ plusqualu Angelo -l\laianâ nuperrimc redinte- 
gratun1. 
2. \Viccmnici publicis examinationibus liberi 3, sibi et rCl- 
publicæ noccntes. 
3. l\Iagdalenses sen1per ædificaturientes, nihil agunt 4. 
4. Oridensibus, ingenio, ut psi aiunt, eÀundantibus, Aula 
B. :\I.V. lnalevolè denegatur 5 . 
5. De rcditibus Decani et Canonicorum ....Edis Christi, sive 
, de LlorÙ Canonicis.' 
6. Respondetur 
erenissÌInæ Archiducissæ de Oldenburg 6 
quærenti, ' Les Associés du College, che vous appellez 
"All Souls," à quoi s'occupent t'ils? Anglicè, \Vhat 
do the Fellows of All Souls do (' 


J Nonne potius 'brevi,' vir venerabilis? 
,\\Tith suppliant smiles they bend the head, 
\Vhile distant mitres to their eyes are spread.' (Byron.) 
S l\ew College had not then given up its }J.i\ilege of examining its 
own men. 
, A reproach long since removed. 
:; Orid at that time tand even still later) was said to have coveted its 
neighbour's ' House.' 
It St.:e . H.ccollcdions ill 181.f-
Iay 3. 
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7. E Collegio .I..Enei Nasi legati Stamfordiam missi N asum 
illum celeberrilllum, Collegii f1T'WVVJlOv, solemni pompâ 
Oxoniam asportant. 
8. Petitur ne'in posterulll vox "Vadhan1' (quasi' H"od-ham' 
scripta esset) efferatur; præsertim cum istius vocis 
pronunciatio vel ex canNlend usitatissimâ satis inno- 
tescat 1. . 
9. Ex Societatibus cæteris ejectos Aula S. Albani pessilllo 
exemplo aù se recipit 2. 
10. De Golgothâ et Golgothitis 3. 
I I. Prælectores an prælectiones numero sint plures 4 ? 
12. De Academicorum in ven lÏ . dome Convocationis seden- 
tium pedibus igneo quodam vapore calefaciendis 5 . 
r. 3. l\Iagistri in Congregatione necessariù adsistentes more 
Attico TÒ TPLWßO'AoV recipere debent. 
14. De Bibliothecario et ejus adjutoribus. 
Bz"bliolhccllrÙis. 'Quid agis, Ricarde?' Ricardus.' Nihil 
omnino, domine.' Bibl. 'Quid et tu, Thoma?' TholJllls. 
'Ricardo, domine'\ præbeo auxilium.' 


, In Charles's reign one Dr. Badham 
A quondam Tutor of CoIl. 'Yadham,' &c. 

 St. Alban's Hall has long since ceased to be a 'rcfugium pecca- 
torum: and now educates about fifty of its own Commoners. 
3 _\ name formerly and irreverently given to the old Hebdomadal 
Boarù, 
f The question in later days (from the increase of Professors and the 
thinness of their classes) has sometimes been 'an feles an mures sint 
hodie plures?' 
5 It has often been askerl.' 'Yhy this was not done when the arljoin- 
ing Diyinity School and the super-incumbent Bodleian were w.umed ? J 
The only answer given has been, 'that if the Convocation House were 
made more comfortahle, debates, alr(acly long enough. would never end.' 
lA few years later. however, the experiment was made.] 
6 I have presumed to Latinise this No. 14, which in the original is 
given in English-' Dick and Tom,'-and is indeed an old joke. 
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I j. An Procuratorum pedissequi ritè nominentur 'Bull- 
dogs? ' 
16. De Passcre, intra Templum B. l\Iariæ concionantibus 
obstrepente, per Statutum coercendo. 


iJ.J ZEV ßaUtÀEv, TOV cþOÉ-yp.aTos TOVpVLOLOV.-Aristoph. 


17. Probatur Bedellum Academiculn, vero et genuino sensu, 
quartum C5se Prædicabile Aldrichianum; quippe qui 
comes adsil Vice-Cancellario 'omni, soli et semper.' 
Doctissinlus tan1en Higgenbroccius DiJ!t:rozHLlJJl potius 
esse putat 1. N ec errat forsan vir clarissimus: si enim 
Collegii cujusvis Præfectum (Genus) rectè dividat Be- 
dellus adstans (Differentia), fit illico specÙs optata,- 
Don1inus scilicet \Tice-Cancellarius. 


Omnes igitur, qui famam aut A_cademiæ aut suam salvam 
esse velint, moras excutiant, bibliopolam nostrum integer- 
rinlum præstò adeant, symbola conferant, dent nomina. 
Oxoniæ, lcl. Febr. l\IDCCCXIX 2 . 


The beginning- of 1819 produced a weekly (and weakly) 
Oxford paper, called' The Undergraduate,' which, like many 
other similar attempts made since then, was soon discon- 
tinued. A very different and talented production appeared 
at the saIne time; \'iz. \Vhately's I Historic Doubts relativè 


1 Cujus hæc sunt verba,- 
'Dcdellus est de Vice-Carzcellarii essetJtiâ, 
K ec potest dispensari cum absentiâ.; 
1\am sicut Forma dat esse rei, 
Sic esse dat Beddlus ei.' 

 The 17 clauses here given are less than half the original :\18., which 
contains 40. Perhaps however too many are here introduced for modern 
ears and eyes. 


II 
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to Napoleon Bonaparte,' - a cleycr, but elaboratc jcu- 
d esprit, which alarmcd some slow, matter-of-fact pcople. 
Early in this year the I-ligh Strect was lighted with gas, 
as an experin1cnt; it was, of course, a most successful one, 
and all Oxford was on foot to witness it. 
In 1\Iarch, Oxford, and Balliol College in particular, lost a 
valuable man, who had done good work for the University, 
-Dr. Parsons, Bishop of Pcterborough and l\Iaster of 
Balliol. 
In the same month, a subscription was raised for rebuild- 
ing Carfa" Church; Dr. Tathan1, of Lincoln Collcge, offcred 
Æ I 00, on condition 'that a tower were built in imitation of 
that at Great l\Iah'ern ! ' 1'he old tower, however, was not 
meddled with, and the Doctor kept his t I 00 1. 
}\Iay 7. Dr. Gauntlett, \Varden of :r\ew College, was ap- 
pointed a Prebendary of St. Paul's by his nephew, Dr. IIowley, 
then Bishop of London! It was, I suppose, honoris callsá, 
-as the Stall had not, like a Canonry, much emolun1ent 
attached to it. It furnished howeycr an instance (probably 
the first instance) of a new kind of nepotism
. or rather aZ'1l11- 
clllzsm, i. e. 1leþo/Ùm z,zz'erted! An uncle getting prefermcnt 
fron1 a nephew! 
In the spring of 18 19 appeared a silly sort of anomalous 
vehicle, callcd a Velocipede, in which the motion was half 
riding and half walking; it had a rU1l, but turned out to be 
110 go. The only gentleman I 
ver saw vcnturing to use one 
(and that round' the Parks ') was a. Fellow and Tutor of 
New College; his name, curiously enough, was JValker! 
\Vhen he dÙ1JlOII1Zlt'd: he exclaimed (like the Irishn1an who 


1 A tower like that at :Malvern, \\ ith its open battlements and richly 
ornamented outside, \\ ould, no doubt, look well against the western sky; 
but unless the body of the church corresponded with it (as is the case 
at 
Iahern) it would haw" been quite anomalous. 
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took a rÙ!e in a bottomless sedan chair), "Yell, if it were 
not for the fashion, I would as lieve walk.' 
In June, in the Commemoration week, the SUln of t:I85 
IOS. was collected at the doors of St. l\Iary's, after the 
Radcliffe Scrn10n 1. 
This sun1mer was disgraced by riotous meetings, , Orator 
Hunt,' as he was called, being the arch demagogue. At a 
monster n1ceting near 1\Ianchester, the Y comanry- Cavalry 
were unhappily carried away by their zeal and loyalty, and 
several people were stricken down or tralnpled to death. 
During some alterations this rear in St. 1\Iary's Church 
the coffin of Dr. Radcliffe was discovered on disturbing the 
payelnent; no monument 2 or tablet, not even an engraved 
slab, having been dedicated to the memory of this great 
benefactor, or to mark the spot where he was buried. 


A. D. 1820. 


[B.A. 199. l\L_'\.. 163. Hon. Degrees at Commemoration, 15.] 
During se,-ere weather in January the large sum, raised 
by subscription, was turned to good account; elnployment 


1 ...Yow-a-days (in 1860) it is a great thing to get cÍ40 or æ;-.o. But 
Ibm it was thought a part of the duties of the week (or, in fashionable 
language, · quite the thing') to attend the service. [:t\. B. This Sermon 
\\as finally dropped;n 1
63.] 
:J A
 he was buried near the north entrance, just facing his Library 
(or rather what used to be his Library*), might not the idea be bor- 
TO\\ ed from St. Paul's (as to Sir ChI istopher. \\ ren) and the simple 
words be inscribed on a tablet, · Si monumentum quæras, {not' circum- 

picc' as there, but) res pice 'I ' 
* . The building itself was too heavy to move 
1Jy tho
e \\ ho are fond of such larks; 
('r else a new wonder one day it might prove, 
.\nd settle plump-down in the Park,: 
Jl 2 
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was found for men (otherwise out of \York) in the construc- 
tion of son1e of those foot-paths by the road-side which now 
forn1 our CO/ls!//uIÙmal walks, and a penllanent benefit was 
derived frolll the passing visitation. 
J an, 10. A considerable part of old l\Iagdalen IIaIl was 
burnt down, an incident which (as there \\as no loss of lÌfe) 
no one lamentcd, as it 
.as the first step towards its entire 
removal. The 111en1bcrs of the adjoÙIÙlg College certainly 
did not bewail the fire and its consequenccs. It was, likc 
all such College-fires, the result of carelessness in the put- 
ting out, or rathcr the 1101 putting out, of candles. The fire 
broke out in the night, and was first obserycd by the guard 
of a passing mail-coach, who gaye the alarn1 1 . 
l\Iarch 23. In Convocation, ù Term (to be claimed for 
G/!Y subseqUt'11t Degree by anyone thcn on the books) was 
proposed to be grantcd as a cOll1plimcnt to his l\Iajcsty 
George rv on his accession 2, Being rightly considered as 
a doubtful good, it was strongly opposed, but carried 3. 
Th
 paucity of University incidcnts in this year is made 
up for by painful ren1iniscences of extraneous and political 
events. 
The early days of the new reign 4 were unhappily l11arked 
by a conspiracy, called, aftcr a leading nlenlber, the ThÚtlt:- 


1 It was said that one gentleman. having been pulled out of his bed. 
as the flames were bursting into his room, lushed back, crying, 'For 
God's sake, let me save my Aristotle!' 
2 Or, as it was expressed in unnecessary and scarcely true terms of 
adulation. 'to record the grateful sense, entertained by the University, 
of the many acb of favour and munificence which his :ì\Iajesty has been 
pleased to confer upon it.' The' grateful seme' perhaps 'was like the 
Irishman's idea of gratitude, viz. ' a keen anticipation of future favours!' 
3 A similar bonus (si bonus fuerit) has not been since proposed. 
4 \Yhich, in fact, was haldlya new reign, as being only a change of 
title from that of' Georg
 Prince Regent' to that of King George I\P. 
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wood ConspirJ.CY. The first object proposed was to assas- 
sinate the 1\Iinistry! what the 1Z(_".t step would have been 
happily was not known, for the sudden and determined 
n1anner in which the police 1 (the bravest of whom was at 
once killed) burst in upon the assembled conspirators 
crushed the affair at once. A month afterwards ThistlewoocI 
and five others were hanged. 
I Iunt's trial and sentence to imprisonment were Îollowed 
by those of Sir Francis Burdett 2; and that, as it made him 
a 'polt"tz"cal martyr,' naturally led to his election for 'Vest- 
minster. 
l\Ianchester and Glasgow were scenes of riotous meetings; 
and, to crown the whole, what was called' the Queen's busi- 
ness,' or, in other words, 'The DelÙ:ale Enqui ry 3,' caused the 
intended coronation to be put off. On the breaking down of 
the trial (in Kovember of this year) an attempt was made by 
the mob at Oxford to produce a jòrced lllumzizatz'oll. It was 
however put down with a high hand by the authorities, and 
the good feeling of the respectable inhabitants. The same 


1 'Row-street Officers' they were then called. 
2 Sir Francis, though not an Oxonian, was no stranger to O:,-ford; he 
for some time occupied a house there, Lady n. being a patient of 
1\1r. Grosvenor, a surgeon who had gained a wide-spread reputation by 
a persevering system of rubbing. Sir Francis was a frequent guest at 
Dr. Routh's, who had an affection for "'higs as well as \\igs, and did 
not object to a little ultra in both respects, in the person of Dr. Parr. 
3 After a lengthened and painful exhibition, this, which was called a 
, Bill of Pains and Penalties,' brokc dowll. The quasi-verdict of 'X ot 
proven. (to borrow a Scotch L
w-term) was hailed as a triumph, the 
tr ial anù its e.xcitement ha\ ing lasted for months. As to further details 
of those disreputable proceedings (so different, thank God! from the 
Court-life of our \ïctoria), I may adopt the notorious words of an 
1talian \\ itness on that occasion, '
on mi ricordo,'-they do not come 
\\ ithin my , Rcminiscences.' 
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riotous attempt was made at Cambridge, but was crushed 
chiefly and irregularly (with the connivance of the magis- 
trates) by a self-constituted body of 600 Undergraduates! 
l\Iay 3. The foundation-stone of (new) l\Iagdalen Hall 
was laid, on the site of Hertford College, by the "Vice-Chan- 
cellor, Dr. IIodson. 
In June, at the Conu;;'cn10ration, Dr, Crotch's fine Ora- 
torio of · Palestine' 'vas perfonned in the Theatre, conducted 
by hin1self. The friendly mecting of the poet and the musi- 
cian (Hebcr and Crotch), as thcy con1plin1ènted each other 
between the acts, in the area of the Theatre, was observed 
by the audience and hailed by a hearty round of applause. 
In this SUlnn1er l\Ir. Dornford of Oriel and l\Ir. Henderson 
. 
of Brasenose, in ascending l\Iont Blanc, with a scientific 
party, had the horror to see their three guides swept away 
by an avalanche. .After vain cfforts to save then1, the party 
returned to Geneva (as the papers ll1ight well say) 'in a state 
of consternation.' 
In Sept. Dr. Routh, being in his sixty-sixth year, married 
a lady, through whose conjugal care he lived to see his 
hundredth year. 


A.D. 1821. 


[B.A. '22 I. :\I.A. 145. lIon. 1\1..\. at Commemoration, 2.] 
At the last day of Lent Tern1 it had been customary for 
the Junior Proctor to deliver a Latin speech, upon Aristotle 
and Logic, to the 'Determining Bachelors,' in the Theatre. 
1'his year the Junior Proctor (J. Bull, Ch. Ch.) was sp
red 
the ceremony 1, there being no. longer any 'Detenniners' to 
address. 


I The only wonder was, that the antiquated forms of 'Determining' 
and 'Lent Exercises' harl not ceased much sooner, after having heen 
brought, for twenty years, into contact with the realities of the FuLlic 
E}"amination, the dead with the living. 
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I may be excused (as looking forward possibly to some- 
thing of the sort, 'Deo volente et A.cademiâ consentiente,' 
for myself) if I admit 'apud nos Oxonienses' the following 
Reminiscence of a liberal act in our sister University: 
, Can1bridge, l\Iay, 182 I, l\Ir. Bevcrley1, the senior Esquire 
Bedel, was allowcd by the University to retire with the full 
emoluments of his office, in consideration of his long services 
and advanced age.' 
In January of this year, a respectable and wealthy Oxford 
tailor, l\Ir. Speakman, was discolnmoned in the Vlce- 
Chancellor's Court 'for having sued a l\Icmber of Con- 
vocation (for a debt) in the Courts of 'Vestminster-IIall.' 
He appealed to the Court of I(ing's Bench, but the privilege 
of the University Court was still allowed. lIe retired from 
business, having well filled his pockets by his former gains. 
Oxford has its LogÙ; Lanc 2 .; it once had its DizrzlU!y 
J Va/k, which branched off from Cheney Lane (or the old 
London Road) towards Shotover. There was a traditional 
storr of its being haunted by the ghost of a young girl killed 
and burÙd there by an Acaden1ic. 


1 This Cambridge Esquire Bedel is not to be confounded with R. :\1. 
Beverley, Esq., who in 1833 published, in a 'Letter to the Cambridge 
Chancellor,' a gross and exaggerated account of Cambridge in his day. 
He was well an
wered by more than one Cambridge Tutor, and proyed 
to have considered his own unhappy experiences Ùl a bad set as a fair 
representation of the whole body. 
2 M. Aubrey ill his 'ÜÀonii dux poeticus' (see 'Recollections' for 
179 1 ) accounts for the name of Logic Lane, by referring to a tradition, 
'that undecided disputes or argumentations in the Schools were oc- 
casionally transferred by a('journment (a sort of · Probo aliter et alibi ') 
to this Lane, to fight it oul \\ ith the argumentum baculinum. It more 
probably took its name from Aristotle's Hall, which formerly stood there. 
IIow Logic Lane intruded itself here I cannot tell; this notice of it 
however, though unconnected with what went before or what follO\\ s, 
may help to illu::itrate the Lane as a mere passage to something cIse. 
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At a sale of l\Ir. Christie's, this year, the ori'gillal paÙzlil1gs 
by Sir Joshua Reynolds 1 for N" cw College Chapel-window 
sold as follows :- 


æ s. d. 
Sir Joshua and :\1r. J en"as as Shepherds 43 0 10 0 
Peasant girl and children with a torch 4 20 0 0 
Shepherd's boy and dog , 63 0 
0 0 
St. John and Lamb 18 3 15 0 
Chality .. I:ii5 0 0 
Faith 4 20 0 0 
IIope 682 10 0 
Temperance 63 0 0 0 
Justice . . 11:;5 0 0 
Fortitude 735 0 0 
Prudence 3 6 7 10 0 
---- 
Total Æ7,229 
 0 


This summer the Lord Chancellor was created Earl of 
Eldon, and his brother, Sir \Villiam Scott, so long l\Iember 
for Oxford, was made Baron Stowell! 
l\Iay 5. Bonaparte died at S1. }-Iclena. 
The Long ,.,. acation of 182 I was enlivened by a contest 
(carried on in rather a biller spir/I) for the vacant seat for 
the University, on the elevation of Sir \Villiam Scott to the 
peerage. The competitors were, l\Ir. Heber and Sir John 
Nicholl; IIeber had 6 12 votes, Nicholl [) 19. 
In December a more yulgar kind of contest took place, 
and, like the preceding, in rather a bZller spiril. In our 
Oxford contests the rcal combatants never appear on 'Ih 
slage,' but in this the poor combatants knocked each other 


1 
ly friend, Dr. Bloxam, tells me that the principal scene of the 
Xativity was burnt at the fire at Belvoir Castle in 1816; he refers 
me to Dibdin's 'Korthern Tour,' ,ol.i. p. 66. 
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about for an hour or more. At thc cnd-when it was 
nearly all up with one of them-the chances were described, 
in the en1phatic language of 'the ring,' as · Christ Church 
'lgainst l\'t:w I1lll Hall.' 


A.D. 1822. 


[B.A. 246. :M.A. 146. Hon. Degrees at Commemoration, S.] 


J an. 18 died Dr. Hodson, Principal of Brasenose, and 
Regius Professor of Divinity, of wholn some particulars are 
given in another Chapter. 
Oxford, this year, contributed liberally to the subscription 
which was raised for the ' J)istressed Irish.' 
It was stated in the O'(ford Heralù, of October 19, in 
this year, that · Formcrly Ulldt'rgraduaks, as such, did not 
wear silk -tassels to their caps; but before they were author- 
ised by Statute to do so, the Undergraduates of Balliol 
applied to the then ::\Iaster to be allowed the privilege, 
enjoyed by Bachelors of Arts. 'Gentlemen (replied the 
l\Iaster), be in no hurry,-you shall all wear them by degrees.' 
Dr. Leigh's 1\Iastership was of the unusual length of fifty- 
nine years, i. e. from 1726 to 1785. 
In the Commemoration week of this year the Crown 
Prince of Denn1ark; with his Princess, visited Oxford. As 
he was travelling incogll /to, he declincd a Degree in the 
Theatre, though both he and the Princess sat there during 
the solemnity; having been conducted thither from the Star 
Hotel by the 'Tice-Chancellor and Proctors. 
\ diploma 
Degree of D.C.L. was afterwards decreed and sent to hi
 
Royal 11ighness. 
The follo\\ ing rather serious J
ï'-d' eSþrit was circulatecl in 
th
 :\lichaelmas Term of 1822, and by no one so readily 
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and good-humouredlyas by the subject of it, Dr. Buckland, 
who in his Lectures often showed that he enjoyed a good 
joke, even at his own expense. . 


EPIT APII-(by anticipation). 


, \\ here shal1 we our famous Professor inter, 
That in peace he nltay rest his bones? 
If we hew him a rocky sepulchle 1 , 
lIe'll rise and break the stones, 
.And examine each stratum that lies around; 
For he's quite in his clcment underground. 


'If with mattock and spade his body we lay 
In the common allm ial soil, 
lIe'lI start up and snatch those tools away 
Of his own geological toil. 
In a stratum so ) oung the Professor disdains 
That imbedded should lie his organic remains. 


, But expos'd to the d1Ïp of some case-hard'ning spring 
His body let stalactite cover, 
And to Oxford the petrified Sage we will bring 
"'hen he is incmsted all over. 
There 'mid mammoths and crocodiles, high on a shelf, 
He shall stand as a monument rais'd to himsdf2.' 


A.D. 1823. 


[B.A. '267. l\L
\. 18,. Hon. Degrees at the Commemoration, 3.] 


In January appeared a poen1 entitled 'Oxford,-all Eu- 
logÙtÙ Satire.' It has left no ren1elnbrance of its existence, 


1 Something like this was actually done, when the iamented Pro- 
fessor's body was laid in a grave hEwed out of tbe solid rock, at !Slip, 
six miles from Oxford. 
2 This jeu-ðesfrit is given by Miss \Yhately (with three additional 
stanzas) as the production of her father the Archbishop. 
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except that the title, being a contradiction in terms, at once 
deterred sensible people frOln perusing it. 
K ot only had the Public Exan1ination now beco1l1e, after 
twenty years' trial, a settled 'Institution' with its increasing 
numbers of First Classes, and even of 'Double-Firsts,' but 
a necessary though melancholy consequence had equally 
becolne an ' Institution,' viz. the rejection of llon-satÙ'/aetolJ' 
candidates, as the }
xamination Statute tenderly describes 
then1. The tenn however by which their status aeadenzieus 
has been for some years expressed, viz. · pluek'd men,' was 
said to have originated from some such incident as this 1. 
The Clerk of the Schools was one day sweeping out torn 
papers and worn-up pells or quills, and, being a wag, cried 
out to a passing friend, 'See what sport 'loe have had to- 
day! the feathcrs of the geese 'ioe ha'i}e plucked J '-and so the 
'animal bipes, implume' of the Schools obtained a nalTIe, 
and, as th
 numbers increased, a sort if class. 
One obvious effect of the increasc in these failures soon 
began to show itself in the cool lnanner in which they were 
met by the unplumed individuals and their sympathising 
young friends; so that at a wine-party, after drinking the 
health' of those gentlemen who had satisfied the Examiners,' 
it was no uncomn1on thing to propose that' of the gentle- 
men who had 110t satisfied them!' 1"he speech of thanks thus 


1 It would be more correct to say, that thc tcrm · plucking' (some- 
timcs called deplumation) was then rEvived rather than originated; for 
(as has been mentioned in Chapter II) the practice .and the term were 
known, though very rarely applied, under the old system of Ehamina- 
tion. Thc term a 1::; 0 has becn connected \\ ith the power possessed in 
Congregation of stopping Degrees (or, "'hat is the same thing, thc Grace) 
by either \\ hispering a Non-placct into the ear of the Proctor, as he 
passcs, or ' per aliquod 
ignum ehternum,' "hich signum is traditionally 

aid to be, the plucking or t,,, itching the procuratorial vel '"et slecvc ell 
pa: sar,/. 
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elicited was gcnerally the 1nost an1l1sing and often the 
cleverest of the e\'cning; for plucking in 1nost cases is the 
result of idleness rathcr than want of abilitr.-N.B. The term 
, being plucked' has (among the )'Oltllg JJlt'1l at least) yielded 
to that of ' bUllg P10I
lJht'd,' possibly fron1 having confounded 
in their German lessons pjliigen and pßiickeJll. 
June 14. Dr. Thompson, Principal of St. Edmund Ifall, 
was succeeded by the Rev. FI. H71Ùllle.;', a Fellow of Quecn's, 
and fonnerly Proctor. The appointn1ent to the Headship 
of the I--lall seems at that tilne to have bcen (like that to 
the College Li\.ings) a lnatter of succession by seniority. 
::\Ir. \Vheatler died \'cry soon aftcr; probably he was ncver 
fully and formally a(hnitted, for his dcath took place, not in 
the Principal's Lodgings, but at the lodgzilg-hollse nearly 
adjoining. In the list of Principals given in thc 'Oxford 
Calendi.u' 1\1r. \Vheatley's nalne is altogether olnitted ! 
August 26. Rev. C. ...ltkrbluy, senior Studcnt of Ch. Ch., 
"as crushed to death by the upsetting of a Birminghan1 
coach. Riding on the box of one of Costar's coaches had 
been for years his favourite enjoyment, indeed on that very 
journey he had, after much wrangling, induced a fcllow- 
travellcr to give up to hinl, as an cstablished c1ainl, the seat 
of honour and (as it turned out) of death 2. l\1r. l\tterbury, 


I It is said that the clevcr book entitled' The Art of Pluck,' instead 
of being lookcd upon as a jeu-d'esprit (ratht:r a grave one certainly, like 
most academical oncs), is oftcn seriou.,tY studied by the) oung fre::;hmen, 
on thc same principle as they read the early experiences of 1\1r. Yerdal1t 
Green. 
2 lIe used to be called 'Costar's right-hand man,' and would fre- 
quently go down the whole line to see that' all was right.' He did not 
take the reins himself, but his hobby was to see the \\ orking of a well- 
appointed coach and to sit behind a fine · team,' skilfully handled. This 
taste did not vulgarise him, for he was a perfect gentleman; indeed 
Costar's coachmen, were themselves men of good manners and Jespectable 
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howcver, did not neglcct his clcrical duties, and on the 
pren:dt"ng Sunday he had preached at 81. l\Iary l\Iagdalen 
parish Church (of which he was the Vicar, and where he 
was highly esteen1ed) on the text, 'Set thy house in order; 
for thou shalt die and not live.' 
But to pass on to othcr 'Recollections,' and less grave 
topics. 
Iany talented writers, formcrly of Oxford, have 
introduced Oxford rcminiscences into their books, but 
none of then1 1l10re successfully than Lockhart, formerly of 
Balliol, and Sir \Valter Scott"s son-in-law. One of the best 
descriptions of an Oxford Gown and Town Row appeared 
this year in his novel, called 'Reginald Dalton.' l'he 
account of the 'kz7t and wounded' cnds thus: 'Long shall 
be the faces of Pegge, \Vall, and K.idd [Oxford physicians] 
as they solen1nly walk their rounds to-morrow morning; 
long shall be the stately stride of Ireland, and long the 
clyster-pipe of \Vest [Oxford apothecaries]; long and deep 
shall be the probing of thy skilful hand, 0 l'uckwell [an 
eminent surgeon]; anù long shall all your bills be, and long, 
\ ery long ere some of then1 are paid 1 ! ' 
The Oxford Herald, in this autumn, gave a long poem 


characters. I may here add an interesting communication from a 
clergyman, a D.D., of great learning and piety: 'I attended the death- 
bed of a man, who was brought to serious thoughts by Mr. Atterbury's 
death so immediately after having preached on that text, which he was 
giving out when my informant dropped into the church out of mere 
" far niente." , X .n. It is stated in the' Alumni \\- estmonasterienses ' 
that he was driving at the time. 
1 \\ïthin my recollection surgeons were IÜible to be admitted 'ad 
practicandum' in Com'ocation, and the fee paid by them on the occasion 
wa::; stated in the then used Table of Fees, though struck out at the late 
revi
ion of fees. I remember three or four of them (Stephens and Swift 
of the number) being called upon (and obeying the call) to be formally 
admitted and paying their fees. The expeliment has not since been 
repeated. 
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'On the Boar of Shotover,' from a pretended old :\IS. of 
the seventeenth century" The student, with his Aristotle in 
his hand, sees the boar approach with open mouth :- 


. lIe seiz'd the clos'd volume, text, comment, and note, 
And thl ust it afar down his ravening throat! 
The wild monster started, and tore up the ground, 
.. 
Shriek'd, panted, and toss'd the white venom around.- 
IIis bowels within him, they heav'd and they heav'd 1, 
He groan'd and he retch'd, and he yeU'd, and he strain'd; 
Recoil'd, stretch'd his jaws, yet was nothing reliev'd, 
The obstruction still firm in his thorax remain'd,' &c. &c. 


A. D. 1824. 


[B.A. 239. 
I.A. 191. Hon. D.C.L. at Commemoration, 3.] 
The days of Lotteries 2 were not yet quite ended; you 
could not open your letters of a morning without receiving a 
most ten1pting circular, 'to take advantage of possibly the 
last opportunity of gaining a large fortune at a 51nall risk.' 


1 All this amplification, clever as it is, falls short of the old, simple 
way of telling the story, with its touching climax: (Swallow that. if you 
can,' (cried the unarm'd student, thrusting his Aristotle down the boar's 
throat). 'Græcum est,' cried the boar, and expired, foaming at the 
mouth ;-for he found .\ristotle (as many other throats had done and 
will do) too hard for him 1 
2 A still worse feature of the times 'in brutality at least) was the fre- 
quent occurrence of prize-fights, or' pUriilistic conte:;ts. At one of these 
disgraceful scenes. in 1824 (credite posteri I), a Vi
count acted as 
umpire for one combatant and a Baronet for the other. The latter 
(and probably the former) had tried the studies of Oxford for awhile, 
but, being out of his element, left it with the cry, or at least the senti- 
ment,- 


'Farewell, stupid Oxford! away I must scud; 
As for study, I ne'er could get farther 'than stud.' 
[An old Eton pun.] 
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Yon could not walk in the streets of Oxford without seeing 
the walls covered with 'Lucky N ulubers' sold by Goodllick 
and Co. 
J an. 14. Died at his ro?ms in ::\Iagdalen, Dr. Shaw (or 
, Shal'zits doctissÙllliS' as the German critics called him). He 
had been Fellow of the College for many years, and was 
a fine sturdy speciluen of the strong-headed F ellow
, who 
used to live and die within their College-walls. He was 
a scholar, and in early life had edited a Greek author (Apol- 
lonius Rhodius), but was said to have taken a disgust at the 
pursuit, offended probably by impertinent or even pertinent 
criticisms. lIe had a brother, likewise a Dr. Shaw, and 
a naturalist; but he used to speak slightingly of him, as ' my 
scientific relation! that is, my cockle-shell brother 1 ! ' 
June 24. 81. John Baptist's day. The University Sermon 
was as usual preached in :i\Iagdalen College Chapel J' and as 
we passed from the President's Lodgings into the dark ante- 
chapel, we looked with rather longing eyes to the old stone 
pulpit, and thought of the sermons thence delivered to a 


1 Dr. Shaw, as Shayius, had not such good reason to dislike his 
Latinised name as Dr. :l\Ionk (alias !\Ionkius) had. I have been asked 
by an old 
lagdalen man why I have not given some description of' the 
giants of Magdalen at that time.' !\ly answer is that I do not (and did 
not) think they were giants Ollt of the COl1mrm-room. Even in that re- 
spect they were much calumniated; they only did what was done else- 
where in the days of early dinners and long sittings. Of the three 
persons named by my f1 iend, one certainly had nothing of the giant, 
being a little, 'tityre-tu-tottery' man, with tell-t
le red circles round his 
eyes, and persevering (when the \\ind was not in the east) in his daily 
walk to Jo. Pullen's tree. The second \\as a quiet, amiable gentleman, 
worthy of the family he belonged to. And the third was only a giant as 
being taU, and reading occasionally in chapel with what might be like to 
an elderly giant's voice, deep and trumpety, but of the cracked-trumpet 
order J 
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congr
gation seated al fresco. On this hook I may hang 
a traditionary story of the middle of last century:- 
'In 17.30, or thereabouts, a Dr. Bacon, Fellow of l'rIag- 
dalen, preached on St. John Baptist's day fronl the stone 
pulpit, surrounded (in imitation of St. John preaching in the 
wildcrness) with a forest of green boughs, and the ground 

trcwed with green rushes
 This combination of names and 
things lcd to a joking question that ran through the Univcr- 
sity, "How did you like 
Iaudlin Greens and Bacon?'" 
Query: IIad the ridiculè then thrown upon the open-air 
ceremony anything to do with it
 discontinuance, and the 
adjournlnent to the Colltge Chapel r Or did the falling off in 
the congregation (till it literally realized the ' Vox clamantis 
ill (it'serto ') suggest the wisdonl of discontinuing an experi- 
ment unsuited to our uncertain clilnate? 'Vhen we learn 
that President Harwar died, in I 722, in consequence of a 
cold caught during his attendance at the Sermon, on St. John 
Baptist's day, may ,ye not wonder that this opcn-air cere- 
mony was continued till 1766? Query the last: \Vhy has 
not St. John BaptiSt Colltge long since relieved l\lagdalen 
by claiming the Sermon on St. John BaptiSt's day? 


A. D. 1825. 
[B.A. 283. 
L.A. 194. lIon. D.C.L. at Commemoration, 4.] 
Feb. I. In Convocation, the University seal was affixed to 
an instrument releasing the l\Iayor, Bailiffs, &c. of Oxford 
fronl the ceremony of the DÙ's Scholastz"ca, the observance of 
which had been imposed for' the slaughter' in Edward Ill's 
time. This act of Release 1 was conducted under the auspices 


1 Some of the accompanying indignities (e. g. the appearing with ropes 
roulld their necks) had long before been discontinued, and now at length 
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of the \Tice-Chancellor, Dr, J enkyns, who did the thing most 
graciously. The City (as well it might) , returned the warmest 
acknowledgments to the University for this act of grace 1.' 
The cerl'lJlOl

1 thus abolished was this: At a fixed hour on 
the stated day (i. e. the anniversary of 'the slaughter' which 
took place on the 'Dies Scholastica '), the \Tice-Chancellor, 
the Proctors, the Registrar, and the Vicar of St, 1\Iary's 
awaited (in the chancel of St. :\Iary's) the coming of the 
l\Iayor and Bailiffs with so many of the citizens (or free- 
Inen) as would make up the required number of sixty-three, 
:;aid to have been the nUI11ber of 'scholars' slain in 1354, 
when 'the gutter of Brewer's or Slaughter Lane 2 ran with 
acaden1Ïc blood.' The Vice-ChanceUor was seated under 
the organ, a corresponding seat was taken by the l\Iayor; 
the Yicar and Proctors, with the Registrar and the Bedels, 
were within the COll1munion-rails; the citizens took the 
seats on either side the chancel, and then the LdallY was 
read by the Vicar (originally, i. e. in Roman Catholic days, 


the' raw,' so long established and painfully kept Opell, was to be entirely 
healed. 
1 This gracious net, howe,'er, was not quite unexpected or un-extorted; 
for the citizens in the preceding 1\ ovember had resoh-ed, 'That it will 
be ad\"isable for the :\layor and Bailiffs to abstain from attending at 

t. Mary's Church on the Dies 
cholastica: Then followed a little 
coquetting. The Uni\"ersity, i. e. the IIebùomadal Council, suggested 
that the City ::,hould formally re'luest the cessation of the ceremony; 
and the City duly anù humbly requested its discontinuance. 
X. ß. There had always been an alternative, in the shape of a con- 
siderable sum to be paid as a fine by the :\Iayor. I do not recollect that 
this was paid more than once, and that was by Richard Cox, Esq., 
Banker. 
2 Hearne says that Brewer's Lane was not called Slaughter Lane 
, from the Scholars being killed" there,' ùut 'from the sla) ing of cattle 
there,' as a place' removed from the boùy of the Unh'er
ity: (Bliss's 
Rcliqui.
 IIearnianæ, ii. 23 6 .) 


I 
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there were l1Illsses read for the souls of the slain), after 
which sixty-three pencc, gcnerally in small silver coins, were 
presented by one of the Bailiffs, and received and carefully 
counted (at the rails) by the Senior Proctor. The City pro- 
cession then retired (exchanging bows with the Vice- 
Chancellor as they passçd his seat) and the pence were 
distributed, the larger share to the Vicar, the rest among 
the Bedels.-As it was not a plcasant business for the 
citizens, the University authorities had often to wait awhile 
before the exact number of sixty-three citizens could be 
collected; the chief number consisted of 1\Ief!1bers of the 
City Council (or 'Chambcr' as it was then called), who 
attcnded out of respect to the l\Iayor; but the inhabitants of 
the neighbouring houses, bcing freemen, were generally 
called upon at the last n10mcnt to make up thë deficiency; 
for the name of each citizen, composing the required num- 
ber, was carefully taken down by the University Registrar 
and the Town Clerk, and presented to the Proctors.-Sed 
de hac re jam bene præteritâ satis superque. 
And so, to pass' from grave to gay,' I quote 


AN I:\IPRO
IPTU 


On 1.11is5 Stephens' 5 Visit to Oxford in 1825, and the performance of 
her fa1Joltrite Song. 


, If high above were l.eard that pray'r, 
,,() take me, angels, to your care," 
Those spirits, captur'd by the strain, 
'" ouid call their sister back again.' 


In this February a periodical, caned' The Oxford Quar- 
terly l\Iagazine,' appeared as a candidate for public support; 
but, like other abortives, it did not survive. A sharp critique 
from a sort of Saturdqy Rez'lew was supposed to have 
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fallcn like a red-hot shot into the JlagazÙze, and at once 
blt'i1J it up. 
Fcb. 23. An alteration was made in the Examination 
Statutc. For somc years four Examiners had donc all the 
work in Classics and I\Iathematics; now there were to be 
nine Exan1iners, six for Classics and three for ::\Iathematics. 
Pre\'iously there had been only two Classes,-the second 
Class being virtually diYided into ÙyO by an arbitrary line] ; 
now there were to be three Classes, nay four ;-the fourlh 
being expressed only by the lolal number, without the names 
of individuals. 
In ::\Iarch died the aIniable and learned 'Peter Elmsley,' 
as evcry one used to call him; and it may be remarked, by 
the way, that when a man is thus famiHar{y designated, it 
is not from any of the familiarity which borders upon con- 
tempt, but that which springs from love and generates 
kindly adn1iration. Dr. Elmsley has been more than once 
TI1cntÎoned in these 'Recollections.' He would have re- 
joiced in his last hours had he been told of what I have 
next to n1ention, 
In _\pril a new stimulus was given to scholarship 2 by 


I A very 
trange and awkward contrivance,-for instance, when a 
young man candidate for an appointment, might have to de::;ctibe him- 
self as 'l\Ir So-and-so, Second Class under the lille l' It was well said of 
such a status (in words borrowed from ..\ldrich's Logic) :- 
'Xomen habet nullum, nee, si bene colligis, usum.' 
Aut aU/er.-' Your case, Sir, is hard, neither leo nor pard; 
But how would you have } ourself reckon'd ? 
To call you a "Third" would be false and absurd, 
But indeed I can't call you a Second.'" 
2 Or, in the words of the endowment, 'to classical learning and 
taste.' Dr. Ireland, Dean of 'Yeslminster, was a Servitor of Christ 
Church. In the strong language of Profes::;or Rogers, 'he had o\\"(.(} 
. I 2 
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Dean Ireland's foundation of four Scholar::;hips 1. Indeed, 
this }ear (1825) scen1:; to havc raÙzed endo\\ments on our 
ever-thirsty but productive soil. In l\Iar, II. Drun1mond, 
Esq., of Christ Church (the eccentric 1\Iember for Surrey), 
founded and endowed the Professorship of Political Eco- 
nomy; and Dr. Ellerton, of :\Iagdalcn, cndowcd with twcnty 
guineas a-year a Thcological Essay. 
In other respects also (i. e. not strictly academical) goldcn 
showers descended upon Oxford and its immediate neigh- 
bourhood; and who, aft(!r the following staten1cnt, can say 
that the tnen of this date wcre not liberal? In this year 
three subscriptions werc sitnultaneously going on, and 
produced for the County Lunatic ...\sylum Æ 1 3,500; for 
building St. Clcment's Church Æ4,300; and for repairing 
St. Thomas's Church Æ700 ;-in all ÆI8,Soo. 
A visitor to Oxford at the Comn1en10ration of this year 
"rote to the Oxford I-Icrald an effusion of delight, and 
apologized for his raptur
s by quoting (or intending to 
quote) 'the vcrsatile and courtly Horace:' 'Dulce est det"Í- 
pere (s/c) in loco! ' 
June 30 died Dr. Burton, Canon of Christ Church 2, an 
amiable, gouty, un-influential old gentleman, who had held 
the Canonry for lnany years, and whose death opcned a 
vacancy for Dr. Buc
land. 


his education to the coarse benefice' ce of that kind of dotation, and 
repaid thousanùfold the advantages he had receive(l.' (Education in 
Oxford, If61.) 
lOne Scholarship to be filled up every year. And a splendid list of 
distinguished names has since marked the value of the endo\\ ment. 
2 This Canonry,-ha\'ing been, during Dr. Burto
's long tenure, dis- 
tinguished by gossip and sober whist on the Doctor's part, and by 
crowded routes and blue-stod..ing coteries on :Miss 13.'s, and having in 
Dr. Buckland's time been more celebrated for geology than theology,- 
has since been judiciously attached to the Archdeaconry of Oxfo
'd. 
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Oct. 6. A ,Ir. :\Iulock (sometimes called llIoloch) began 
to preach at some conventicle in Oxford, and having caused 
several men to leave their wives, the women of 51. Thomas's 
parish very naturally took alann. 1\1 ulock was roughly as- 
saulted, anù he and his followers were hunted and dragged 
in the 1l1ud, till they took refuge in the Town-hall yard 1. 


A.D. 1826. 


[B.A. 205. :M.A. 166. One Hon. D.C.L. at Commemoration.] 
Jan. 2.3. Rzchard Heber, who had for some years repre- 
sented Oxford University in Parliamcnt, 'being undcr a 
cloud,' retired from public life. The' cloud' '
'as (we all 
bclicyecl) a gross calumny; but always a shy, proud man, 
he could not face it, and resigned his trust. He was suc- 
ceeded by a good man and excellent County-magistrate, 
:i\Ir. Estcourt (formerly Gentleman-COTI1mOner and then :\I.A. 
of Corpus), who was soon found to be 'yaluable in Con1- 
n1ittees of the House,' but, like l\Ir. lIeber, no speaker. 
 
\Yhile ...'\lma l\Iater was anxiously looking for some proof 


1 In connection with this occur the following lines in the O\.ford 
Herald of that date :- 


(You may well take refuge within the Town-hall, 
For 'twixt f\Iulock and :\Ioloch the odds are but small; 
To 
loloch, more mild, men offer'd the child, 
To 
Iulock they sacrifice mother and all.' 
In the obituary of the same paper occuned this affictillf{ paragraph: 
· On Saturday last died. of a deep decline, the" Oxford United Debating 
Society! '" This Society was, I believe, a City Debating Club; the 
Univrr$ity , Union' had only just come into existence, 
2 So that if Oxford had votes in Parliament, it cel tainly had no voice. 
as far as regarded one of its RCplcSCI1tativcs; but thcn it had, in it... 
othcr, Sir RoLert reel! 
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of her new l\Iember's talcnt and fitness to represent her, 
she had the satisfaction of learning that he had s!lccess- 
fully moved for 'a Bill to regulate ..\.le-houses 1 .' 
April 2 -t-. A l\Iastcr's Degree 0' Diploma was conferred 
on Blanco U"hite, in consideration of his recent and able 
exposure of Romish errors and corruptions in a series of 
,. 
pamphlets, having himself been for many years a Roman 
Catholic priest in Spain. .As a :\Iaster of ...\rts, thus adopted, 
he became a mcmber of Oriel, and was several times called 
on to preach in the University pulpit; his Orders as a priest 
being, according to the liberality of our Church, at once 
recognised. I-lis sermons, though not powerful, were in- 
teresting from the frequent and touching allusions to hb 
former position and his gradual convictions 2 . A.Ias! how 
sad was the tCrInination of his career! how little did Oxford 
think that the adopted chan1pion of our Church would soon 
after openly become an Unitarian, and at last die an un- 
believer in Christiani ty ! But 
o it was, according to the 
old rhyme:- 
'From helicying too much, how sad was the fall, 
Till at last he belicved in just nothing at all r 


1 As far as Oxford Univenity \\ as concerned, thi$ Bill might have 
suited Dean Aldrich's time, when it was said (or rather sung),- 
, There's ne'er a man will leave his can 
Till he hears the mighty Tom!' 
Blanco 'Yhite "as a man of sUferior intellect, great aCf]uirements, 
and refined sentiments; he was also a most finished player on the 
violin, but being of a highly nervous temperament, he could very rarely 
be persuaded to touch the instrument in company; if he joincd in a 
quartette, it was on the condition of ' no party, no talking.'-It is worth 
remarJ....ing how many men of note and celebrity, besides Blanco U.bite, 
were (about the same time) members of Oriel Common-room,-Cople- 
ston, 'Yhately, A1ll01d, Newman, Pusey, Jclf, Hampden, J. Keble, two 
\\ïlberforces, Ceo. Denison, &c., & c. In June of this year the member::. 
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A liberal subscription was raised this year In Oxford, in 
aid of the distressed workmen connccted with the failing 
manufactures in the North of England. 
At the Oxford City Election in July, l\Ir. Hughes Hughes, 
once the popular candidate, was defeated by l\Ir. Langston, 
who kept his seat till his death. Few þIaces were said to be 
n10re venal than Oxford City before the Reform Bill ex- 
tended the suffrage to the non-freemen householders. The 
lower and n10re numerous class of freemen (whether under 
the Blenheim dynasty or in the subsequent interval) liked 
a change of man, throwing away the olel favourite as a boy 
does the orange he has sucked. Election-squibs were issued 
in abundance, but most of thcm appropriatdy signed at the 
bottom of the page, , Trash, Printer.' 
The autumn of I 826 brought to Oxford the sad news 
that in the preceding April Bishop Heber had been found 
dead in his bath, from a (supposed) attack of apoplexy. 


of Oriel held a great Jubilee meeting to celebrate the fifth Centenary of 
their Foundation. Mr. John Hughes's song, ' Floreat Oriel,' was highly 
spoken of; his clever jeu-äe:prit about :Miss Ellen Douglas and Gais- 
ford is too long and too personal to be introduced here. I must, how- 
ever, give the second verse as a specimen; it is in the metre of the Boat 
Song in Scott's' Lady of the Lake: '- 


, In Gretk I believe I must utter my passion, 
For Greek's more familiar than English to me; 
And Byron has lately brought Greek into fashion, 
TheIe'
 some in his" Fair 
Iaid of Athens."-Let's see: 
Pshaw! this vile modern Greek 
\V on't do for me to speak; 
Let me try, ZOlT} J.I.OV, eras a'Y aTTw .- 
No, I d01Ú like the tone, 
Come, let me try my own, 
KÀvlh P.OV, EÀfV7J. aov 'Yap fpW.' 
N. B.-The jeu-d'esprit found its way into' Blackwood' before IS10. 
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Alma l\Iat('r had grudged her favourite son to India, and 
had sent him out with a prayer (not, alas! to be granted) 
'Reddas incolun1cm, precor!' 


A.D. 1827. 


[B.A. 262. 
1.A. 178. Hon. D.C.L. at Commemoration, 5.] 


The Anatomy School at Oxford was, at this date, gene- 
rally supplied with' a recazl subject' from one of the London 
Hospitals (when they could spare one), or with an un- 
claimed body (sometimes a black n1an or woman) from some 
London \y orkhouse. These bodies were mysteriously con- 
veyed by night to the School at Christ Church near 'Ske- 
leton Corncr,' as a part of the College, between the ...\natomy 
School and the l{itchcn, ,,'as then appropriately called. Two 
Undcrgraduates of Christ Church, having heard one day of 
such an arrival, walked into the _-\.natomy School \\hen the 
Professor, protected by an outer covering suited to his em- 
ployment, was busy in prcparing for his lecture. ' I say, old 
fellow,' said one of the youths, taking the Doctor for a ser- 
vant of the establishment, 'let's have a look at your blackie; 
we are con1e to take an autopsis.' He soon, however, 


(' Improvisum aspris vcluti qui sentibus anguem 
rressit humi,'-) 


found that he had 'caught a Tartar,' and would, with his 
con1panion, have been unceremoniously expelled by the in- 
dignant Professor, had they not escaped by a hasty flight l . 


1 The supply of ' subjects' was not I imagine. increased by the in- 
fluence of the example set to the profession by a London surgeon, 
llfr. Ellerby, who, dying about this time, directed by will that his body 
should be conveyed, immediately after death, to the Anatomical Thea- 
tre; bequeathing (after dissection) his heart to one anatomist, his lungs 
to another, his brains to a third! 
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Feb. "17 died Dr. IIaIl, who had been translated from the 
Deanery of Christ Church to that of Durhmn. 
In this Lent a general cry was raised in Oxford against 
the old custOlTI of holding the University Sermon at St. 
Peter's Church on Lent Sunday afternoons; i. e. of appoint- 
ing at/rae/lÍ'e preachers in a church of very limited accom- 
luodation. The required reform was soon to come. 
Oxford was. about this time edificd by the publication 
of a 'Narrative of a Visit to Oxford, paid by "the Lord 
:\Iayor of London,' -' written,' as the title further informed 
us, , in con1n1en10ration of the event, by his Lordship's Chap- 
lain. '\Vhat a pity,' eyery one said, 'that the University 
was not aware of the honour till after the occurrence!' and 
'that the Long Vacation should have been chosen for his 
Lordship's arrival,' -' in a carriage, too,' as his Chaplain 
relates, 'drawn by his own four horses, with his wife (the 
Lady l\fayoress), his Chaplain, his coachn1an, and lady's- 
maid!' The visit was, no doubt, all right and proper,- 
possibly enjoined upon a Lord l\Iayor, now and then, as 
'Curator of the Thames;' -the striking feature was the 
writing ancl publishing of a really serious account of the 
journey1, 
July 22. A\ strange blunder was committed by holding 
a Congregation in VacatÙm time, for the purpose of admit- 
ting a new Pro-Proctor, a Congregation in Vacation being 
at least against the spirit of the Statute 'De Congrega- 
tionibus.' It was soon found to be a mistake, but one which 
could not be corrected till the following loth of October, 
when the said Pro-Proctor was duly admitted, not having 
presun1ed to act. 


1 I lad the said Chaplain been a wit, he might have made the nar- 
rative an amusing and interesting affair, and produced a book worthy 
to be placed on the Bodleian shelves with other valued Itineraries. 
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At the beginning of l\Iichaelmas Term, 1821, in conse- 
quence of the great alterations going on at S1. :
\Iary's, the 
\
ice-Chancellor was authorised !?J' COllvocatio1l to transfer 
the University Sermons and Service
 to some other church; 
and on the 27th of October' the thanks of the Uni\'ersity 
were vo
ed in Convocat
n to the Dean and Chapter of 
Christ Church, for the offer of the cathedral 1.' 
Dec. 10. It was ordered by vote of Convocation that' the 
Lent and othel Sernlons, hitherto preached at St. Peter's- 
in-the-East, should be transferred to S1. :\Iary's;' the Statute 
, De Concionibu
' was altcred for the purpose. 


A. D. 1828. 


[B.A. 299. :\1...\. 162. One lIon. D.C.L. at Commemoration.] 


l\Iarch I. S1. David's day. Up to this time (perhaps I 
should rather say, dozv1l to this time) it was customary, on 
S1. David's day, for the \Yelsh membcrs of Jesus College to 
'walk Ihe High Sired, wearing a leek attached to the tassel 
of their cap; an usage, I believe, now nearly discontinued 2, 
or confined to the walls of the \Yebh College. 
l\Iarch 2. S1. :\Iary's Church was re-opened, having been 
closed for eight months. The seats had been newly 


1 Arrangements of this SOl t are me re quietly and with less ceremony 
settlcd now-a-days (e, g. in 1860) betwcen the Yice-Chancellor and the 
Dean, without troubling Conyocation or the Chapter. 

 This year (1828) as a l\1aster of Arts of that College was doing his 
duty to the Principality with a leek in his tassel, a boy innocently (?) 
ran up to him, crying, 'Please, Sir, somebody has been stic1..ing an onion 
into your cap.' 'Thank ye for nothing,' was the testy reply. Dr. 
Fowlkes, the Principal of Jesus from 1817 to IS
ï, made a point (like 
his predecessor, Dr. Hughes) of 'doing the High with a tremendous 
leek on his cap.' 
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arrangcd, thc gallcries enlarged, a slonc-fronted organ- 
gallery erected in the place of a shabby old wooden one, 
and the pulpit, rcmoved fron1 the middle of the church, 
restored 1 to its old place against one of the pillars on the 
south side. 
1\Iarch 3. By a vote of Convocation the form of ' crealÙzg 
Sophs' (which was done by a :\Iastcr of the Schools laying 
an . Aristotle' on the head of the would-be Soph, and saying, 
'Creo te Sophistam GeneralelTI ') was annulled. 'All Under- 
graduates of two years' standing, having passed their Re- 
sponsions, are to be considered Sophs 2 without any formal 
CereI110ny.' 
In this spring it was' recorded, as a remarkable instance 
of rapid travelling, that a coach went fron1 London, through 
Oxford, to Cheltenham (IOO miles) in nine hours and ten 
n1inutes; and that it was expected that the distance from 
London to BirmingharTI, through Oxford, would soon be 
done in thirteen hours and a half! 
'l\Irs. Ran1sbottolTI,' the funny 'correspondent' of the 
, John Bull' newspaper, succeeded in spelling OxJòrd with- 


1 The pulpit was placed exactly where an older pulpit had stood 
(from \\ hich Cranmer preached his last touching sermon, i. e. a reCa1l- 
tation of his recall/a/ioll). This is proved by the strong staple, still re- 
mainillg, from whence it was partly suspended. The new pulpit is well 
conceivcd anù skilfully constructed; the one which it supersedeù was 
a large wooden tub or box upon four pillars or posts, with an ugly 
sounding-board resting (apparently in a very unsafe way) upon two 
slender, ordinary posts at the back of the pulpit. _ 
2 The retention of the term · Soph,' or Sophist (like the terms' ,Re- 
sponsions' and' :\Iasters of the Schools '), savours of times gone by and 
exercises discontinued; it was probably retained \Iike those others) out 
of consideration for the 
tatutes of some particular College (Exeter, 
for instance) where persons eligible for certain Fellow:;hips were required 
to he ' General Sophists.' 
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out one of its con1ponent letters,-thus: '1\lr. Fulmer is 
going to lIt.l'wks-fhui next Tenl1 to be made a Doctor of 
laws.' 'Vhat follows is so ml1using that it must be quoted: 
'I-Ie says he sh3.11 be away only two d
lrS, but' I doubt its 
being over so soon, because he hill1self told 111e it 111Ust be 
done by dt'grt'Cs. After 
e is lnadc a Doctor he says he 
Ineans to prac
ise; but I tolJ him I thought he had, better 
practise first. ...\ friend of his came here to see him fron1 
I Iawks-phut Collegc, who I thought was a clergyn1an by 
his drcss; but I found out, by what 1\lr. F. told me, that 
it was an old lady in disguise,- for he said she was 
JIllrgard something, and went so far as to call her a 
Dà'z1Zi!y.' 
J unc 22. By a vote of Convocation 'the two Schools of 
G-(:on1etry and :\Iedicine' wcre permanently annexed to the 
Bodleian Library, i. c, the livo Rooms so denolninated in 
large letters over their respective door-ways. 
SaIne day, the annual salary of the Pro-Proctors was raised 
from ...tso to J
8o; and that of the K_eepcr of the Archives 
from Æ.fo to 
 J 00 1 . 
In this 
umnler died at Ch. Ch. Dr. Nicoll, Professor of 
l-Iebrew, who is spoken of largely in another Chapter. 
.A volulne of his sermons (not of a very remarkable charac- 
ter) was soon after publishcd by subscription, in aid of a 
fund for his widow and fatuily. 
In this year thcrc appeareJ (n10nthly) a literary and 
antiquarian periodical, called 'The Crypt;' some of its 
articles were severe against Oxford, but Oxford still exists 
notwithstanding such sharp attacks. 'The Crypt,' like most 


1 This salary of ÆIOO was, some years later, raised to .f200. \Yhen 
it was only Æ{o a-year it was genclally considcred more of a <;inecure 
than it became in Dr. Bliss's time. 
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of the' forlorn hopes' which have assailed our battlen1Cnts, 
has itself fallcn, and lies Èv KPÚ1íT,:!, on the shelf. 
In 1828 I had a correspondcnce (as the Univcrsity Coro- 
ner) with the Berkshire Coronf'r, who, notwithstanding 
pre\"Ïous rcnlonstrances, had held an inquest on an A.ca- 
demic; it ended with his acknowledgnlent of being in the 
wrong and his promise that he woulJ not again interfere 
with the U nh'ersity pri\"Ïleges. The U ni\"ersity Coroner 
clainls to act' intra quatuor Hundrccla proxilnè adjacentia.' 
The IIundreds are \\"'ootton, Ploughley, I3ullingdon in Oxon, 
and IIorner in Berks. 


A. D. 1829. 


[B.A. 282. l\l.
\. 206. Hon. D.C.L. at Commemoration, S.] 


The Proctors of this year, l\Iessrs. Round and Thorp, no t 
choosing to pay (as their predecessors haJ done) t\\ 0 Chap- 
lains of New College for chanting the Latin Litany at 
St. l\Iary's, rt!ad it, though contrary to Statute as well as 
custoln. To speak more correctly, they intended and at- 
tempted to chant it, but, breaking down at the outset, pro- 
ceeded to read it in (what was lneant to be) unison; as they 
di\"erged more and more fronl each other, the effect was 
anything but solenln 1. Two mcn may chant well together, 
but it is next to impossible for them to read well together, 
even for a few sentences, much less the long Latin Litany. 
Query: Does it not sound \"ery odd, that in the same Latin 
Scrvice (as printed by the University for St. l\Iary's Church) 


1 The old Statute ga\e no option-' solenniter et devote can.'ml:' the 
recent 
tatute gives it, 'cantare alil legere teneantur.' Later Proctors 
have had no such difficulty; illtollillg has become indeed so fasliollab/ê, 
that if they could not chant themselves, they have had no difficdty in 
fi:l<ling t'obm!eer chanters among their clerical friends. 
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we shoulll hayc to say' 
Iiserere nobis' in the Litany and 
, l\Iiserere llOs!rúlll' in the Communion? \Yhat authority is 
thcre for the former, exccpt that of allcien! usage? nut is 
the Church's usage as ancient as Cicero? and on such a 
poi
t is ils authority to be compared with his? 
Feh. 5. Aftcr a vote in Convocation against the 'Roman 
Catholic Clain1s,' a Lcttc
 was read from Sir Robert Peel, 
offering to rcsign his seat for Oxford, on the ground that 
he, as a l\Iinister, had recon1mcnded to his l\Iajesty all 
Adjus/moit l of those Clain1s. tIe had changed his opinions, 
but the majority of his Oxford constituents had not changed 
theirs; his resignation was, of course, accepted, and Sir 
Robcrt Inglis was invited to 
ucceed him, to occupy though 
he could not Jill his place. Peel however was again no- 
minatcd, a great number of the yoters (myself amongst the 
nun1bcr) being unwilling (as was the case long after with 
respect to Gladstone) to part with our Alma l\Iater's most 
distinguished son 2. On the 26th of February the University 
Election Legan, and, at the end of the polling (which was 
kept up for two days), Inglis had 755 votes; Peel 60 9. 
Feb. 9 died l\Ir. Crowe, the Public Orator, aged eighty- 
three. He was succeeded by l\Ir. Cramer. 
In this 1110nth my early fricnd, John .lI1á!lhz"as Tur11er, 
a humble native of Oxford 3, was appointed Dishop of 


1 'Adjustment' was not quite an honest term, as it really and simply 
means only an 'arranging' or 'methodizing,' whereas it was intended by 
Sir R. to be an acknowledging and granting of such claims. 
2 Though, like other forward sons, he thus declared himself to be 
wiser than his parent. 
3 As a Servitor of Ch. Ch. he had challenged and gained the Honours 
in 1804. He entered at fifteen, having had no other instruction but at 
the school of :Mr. Hinton, a learned and highly-respected dissenting 
minister in Oxford. 
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Calcutta. Like most of the Bishops whom we at first scnt 
thithcr in rapid succession, he soon sunk undcr the effects 
of the climate upon a constitution never very strong and 
quiLC unfitted for such an experiment. 
::\Iarch 2. The l\Iarquis of Chandos present
d to the 
IIouse of Commons a Petition 'against further concessions 
to the Roman Catholics,' from certain Bachelors oj Arts a1ld 
úlzdergraduates of Oxford, amounting to upwards of 300 
names. Such a thing from persons ill statú þuþÜlari was 
till then unhcard of; it was ho\vever yery naturally followed 
by a Counter-petition frol11 young mcn of the san1e stand- 
ing ;-but a Proctor, wishing to stop this irregular sort of 
demonstration, demanded the Petition at the shop where it 
was placed for signature, and carried it off, signatures and 
all, under his sleeve 1 ! 
April 2. A contest for the Anglo-Saxon Professorship 
took place between 1\Ir. 'Vales by and l\Ir. 1\10 berly; the 
formcr had 14- ï votes, the latter only 64-. l\Ir. \Y., a clever 
but indolent man, never did anything as Professor. 
In this spring scarcely anything was talked of in Oxford 
but 'The (so-called) Catholic Relief Bill,' which was at 
length carried even in the House of Lords by a majority 
of IOj. On that occasion Dr. Llqyd, Bishop of Oxford 
(Sir R. Peel's former tutor), took lessons of his pupil, and, 


1 Thi
 spirited proceeding was thus versified :-- 
, \Ye Proctors and Pros. being deadly foes 
To Loys' unsanction'd exhihition, 
Both pro and con do seize upon 
And hereby quench your sage Petition. 


. And if you ask, why y
ur fine task 
Thus find:, itself in sad quandary, 
You have, dear boys, with all your noise, 
:K 0 voice in statu fupillari.' 
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in supporting the Bill, was reported to say that 'he did not 
conceive the in,'ocation of saints to be superstitious 1 ! I 
Our country at thi
 date had no reason to be proud of 
its social condition; duels were by no nleans rare,- even 
the 'iron Duke,' our future Chancellor, had not the courage 
to refuse a chållenge. In this case happily no harm was 
,. 
done ;-1 suppose they took care to shoot 'ivÙlt,2. .All the 
duels, ho,,'ever, were not equally bloodless. 
Early in 1829 appeared (and, after a nunlber or two, dis- 
appeared) a weekly periodical called 'The Oxford Literarr 
Gazette.' The only reb"quiæ of it I find in a nlelnOrandu111 
of one of its statements: 'That a German Botanist nanled 
Schulte, who had \'isited Oxford in 1824, asserted in a work 
of his that our Botanical Garden is frequentlr flooded kJlt'f- 
dap aboz'e the pla1lts 3 J' 
In this summer, by the great exertions of the then Proc- 
tors (::\Iessrs. Round and Thorp), the UnÏ\'crsity Police was 
placed on a ITIore cffècti\'e footing. 
In July, among the Hon. D.C.L. at the COlnmemoration, 
\\'ere SIR ED" ARD PARRY and SIR J OHX FUAXKLIX, fine, 
noble-looking men. ì\Ir. Claughton, of Trinity, had the 
. good fortunc to recite his English- Y' erse Prize, 'On Arctic 
Discoveries,' before them. They were great! \' moved by the 
poenl, and especially by the hcarty application of the leading 
points nlade by the whole assclnbly. 
July 6 'the good John DUJlca1l,' of K ew College, marricd 
1 Did he believe that they {the depalted saints) could bear our inyo- 
cations, or grant them? and if not, would not invocation be both idle 
and superstitious? 
2 Query: Had Lord \\Ïnchelsea shot tbe Duke, could he have sur- 
vived the infamy? 
s Its position is indeed ill-chosen; but its weak point:; ha,'e been long 
since raised and protected by emban1..ments. Such an inundation as 
lIcrr 
chdte mentions is not likely to recur. 
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and left. O'ì:ford; his brother, 
Ir. Phil. Duncan, succeeded 
hinl as CurJ.tor of the Asillnolean l\1useum, and there (and 
cl
e\\"here) carried on the good work which his brother had 
Legun. IIearne, speaking of the Ashnlolean :\1useuln in 
his clays, says: 'Fifty pounds a rear being settled on the 
keeper, 'tis designed to be a perfect sinecure, and nothing 
to be done for the honour of learning, unless he have 
a str.lnge inclination thereto.' This crabbed antiquary, who 
had a good word or kind thought for no one who was not. 
like himself, a Je\'oted Jacobite, gives sonle amusing notices 
of Oxford in the early part of last century, e. g. ' Pan-cake 
bell rings for dinner at ten on Shro\"e Tuesday.' This 
CUSt0111 being soon after dropped, IIearne gravely sar s , 
, \Vhen laudable old customs alter, 'tis a sign that learning 
dwindles.' It is to be supposed that he saw SOlne con- 
nection between pancakes and learning! ' Sonle tÏ1ne ago,' 
he says, 'l\Ierton \Yalks were so thronged on Sunday even- 
ings as to beconle scandalous and cause the gate to be 
shut; the assenlblies were transferred to :\1agdalen Colleg<:' 
\Valk, which is now (1723) strangely filled, just like a 
fair.' 
At the Stafford Assizes, in this summer, :\1r. :\1ulock (of 
Oxford notoriety 1) was conyicted of shmneful calumnies on 
honest, well-meaning Inen, once his dupes and folIo\\"ers. 
In the' Library of Entertaining J
nowledge,' (in the nunlber 
for this year) the following: Oxford anecdote is appropriately 
gi\en under the head of ' Pursuit of knowledge under diffi- 
culties :'-' Dr. przlltallx2, afterwards Bi$hop of \Vorcester, 


1 :\Ientioned above in · Recollections" for J Q2:;. 
:I He might well be cnrolled in the li
t of' Dcyonshire \,"orthic..: for 
he not only bec.'l1l1e a Fcllow of the College (where he had' performcd 
scryile offices, while he prosecuted his studies at his lci"iure hours '), but 
W"l"i elect cd Rector in 1612; subscquently he was appointed Rcgius 
K 
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having been born of poor parents, bcgan his Oxford career 
as an assistant in Exetcr College kitchen, but worked his way 
up, till he becamc a Fcllow of the Society.' 
Octobcr. At the Oxford City Sessions a woman was de- 
servedly punished for' plucking a live fowl l' An Oxford 
paper remarked that' pI rkÙlg alà}e is a well-kno,' n practice 
in the UnÍ\'ersity in a place opþoszï the Pig-lIl11rkd.' 
Late in l\Iichaclmas Term died a well-known University 
character, \'ïlliam Dodd, commonly called' Bil?y Dodd,' the 
half-witted Cltrk qf the Sch()ols. 1'he follo\\"ing lines 1 had 
appeared in the Oxford IIerald a short tin1e before :- 


BILL V DODD'S LA:\IEXT; 


Or, Farewell to tbe Scbools. 


'Farewell thou dear 
cene of my glory, 
Farewell to my hands and my gown! 
Ah! "itness how much I deplore ye, 
Ah! see the big tear-drops run down. 
'Adieu all ye Greeks and ye Latins, 
Dear Logic, adieu to thy rules! 
X 0 more, as the bells call to :l\1atins, 
Your Billy shall open the Schools. 
, K 0 more in my snug little corner 

Iy dear pocket-ti!!Jtol I ply; 
Than Billy sure none is forlorner, 
Dear closet, dear pi -;tol, good-bye! 


Professor of Dh-inity and Canon of Ch. Ch. In due time he became 
Yice-Chancellor of Oxford, and eventually, in 16.F, Bishop of\Yorcester! 
Hut those were troublous times; d
 ing in 1650, he left nothing to his 
children but' pious poverty, Goers ble
sing, and a father's prayers: 
1 That he de.,en'ed some memorial may be assumed from the fact that 
one of the proposed Chapters in :\11'. Cotton's J8I/ d'espri l (given abm"e, 
in the ' Recollections' of 1819) \\ as headed (though I there omitted it 
with many others) , De Dodd.' . 
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, There's an end to my fee for Testamur, 
(I >Car youths, how I joy'd in your luck!) 
The heavier fee from the lamer, 
The 11l:avicr still for a Pluck. 


, Ungo\\ n'd and discarded I wander; 
All \\ asted my once chubby cheek; 
On death by starvation I ponder, 
For what's fony shiìlings a-week I? 
'In strange tones, like an ancient professor, 
Old Bleakinsop2 calls me away; 
\Yhile Did.,y, my sage predecessor, 
Shakes his l..eys and reproves my long 
tay. 
. Our ghosts shall all sit as a quomm, 

\Ild anxiously wait twice a }car 
Till the "Ordo Examinandorum" 
And the Class. paper duly appear. 
'A
 \\ ise then as pundit or brahmin 
\ \" e 'll argue the pros and the cons; 
E'en Examiners we "ill examine, 
And search out the brains of the dons. 
':.\fcanwhile I must try and dispose of 
(At what little profit I may) 
1.1 y hoods, and my gowns, and whole rows of 
Umbrellas that fell in my way. 


I Ill' had been pensioned off at 4')s. a-week; his place having pro- 
duced not It:ss than oCJoo a-year, in great part from traditional. 
unauthorised fees. 
2 Blcnkinsop, father and SOil, were successively Clerk
 of the Schools: 
the son was, like Dodd, half-witted. Such men would not do now for 
the increased and re-.ponsible duties of the post, in connection \\ ith the 
E'\aminations, and so well discharg<.:d by 
1r. Pal:ker. It was a former 
Clerk of the Schools, named \\"est, on whom (in allusion to his tradi- 
tional blunder in announcing the statutable end of Disputations or 
Exerci
es pro gradu) Thos. \\"arton wlote the following epitaph: 
, II ic jacet e1 tacet Thomas "'est, 
Cujus tempus træterlal)Ïl:/r est.' 
See . RecolJectiol1
' for 1
5 I, 2nd page. 
h.. 2 
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· I must sell all my logical questions, 
The sweepings and dregs of the Schools; 
They may still suit some sluggish dige
tion
, 
And appear something cle,-er to fools. 
· Besides, there's my "L.'lw-disputations 1 " 
And" Arguments," bare as you please: 
They have served.for some 
i'( generation
. 
But without them they'Il get no degree
. 
. 
· Time has been when, somewhat elated, 
I leckon'd on honours myself: 
Nor fear'd 1 that, thus under-l ated. 
Poor Hill would be laid on the shelf. 


· By the glories of Athens and Roma! 
By those statues I leave "ith a sigh 2 ! 
1 hop'd still to get my Diploma, 
And be dubb'd Dr. Dodd ere 1 die' 


J\. D. 1830. 


[B.A. 291. 
t.A. I 
9' lIon. D.C.L. at Commemoration, 3.] 
I n the early part of this year 3 two attempts to impro\"e 


1 It is a fact that before the recent Statute, which appoints a real, 
bona-fide Examination for the degree of B.C.L. (and has woefully di- 
mini:-;herl the number of Law degrees\' the only Exercises consisted of 
a repetition of a set of worn-out Arguments in Dodd's possession. The 
unreal title also of S.C L. (which had been much abused) has heen made 
real, being aIIowed only to exami,'ed per<;;ons,-I should rather say, 
I persons who had slIccesifully passed an E>..amination;' for there is a 
story that an S.C.L. of the old Statute sometimes described himself as 
an I Examined Student,' reserving the fact of his haying failed till farther 
enquiry! 
2 The 'Pomfret Statues' were at that date placed in one of the 
Schools, under the care of the Clerk of the Schools. 
3 This year began with velY se'-ere weather; it was not till Feb. R 
that the frost broke up. after forty days' continuance. durip.g the latter 
part of" hich coal was sold in Oxford at 5s. the c\\ t. 
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the Examination Statute failcd, by aiming at too much at 
once. The Statute of 1825 therefore rctnained in force,- 
till thc ::\lichaehnas Term following, whcn a fourth class was 
addcd,-with a fifth class, of which only the total l11tJllber 
was to be gi\'en. 
June 2j. George IV died, as the doctors said, 'of a 
diseased organization of the heart 1. ' Fate was busy at this 
time with the bearers and wearers of sceptres and crowns; 
in August, Charles X of France was deposed, and Louis 
Philippc beca
e, by accLunation, not exactly l
ing of France, 
but' King of the French 2.' 
July 19. An address of condolence, and also of congratu- 
latiOI1, frotn the University of Oxford, was presented to l
ing 
'Yilliam IV. The Chancellor, Lord Grenville
 being unwell, 
the \Tice-Chanccllor, Dr. Jones, read the address and pre- 
scnted the Delegates with much dignity. 
At the beginning of September, the enforcement of the 
Otnloor Inclosure Act was resisted by the people of that 
neighbourhood; thirty rioters were escorted to the Oxford 
jail by a small force of Yeonlanry-cavalry; but as they 
were being thoughtlcssly conducted through the great crowd 
assembled at 81. Giles's Fair, the Oxford mob pelted the 
Yeomanry with such violence that the prisoners were al- 
lowed to escape 3, instead of being lodged in the County 
jail. 


1 That disease was generally supposed to have been, ill some 
hape cr 
otber, of long standing. 
:l Apparently but a nice distinction without a difference, but really 
expressive of his being an elected king. 
S This naturally caused some alarm at the 'Horse-GuarJs: and 
a company of the Guards was despatched to OxfOld; at Oxford, how- 
ever, that untre11ledita/ed local riot had not attracted much attention or 
produced any anxiety. Indeed the Dill against the Oxford rioters was 
ignored by the Grand Jury at the following As
izcs. 
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Br-the-bye, is it not a fact that those new enclosures 
and en1banklnents on Otmoor have caused more frctJlltlll, 
sudden, and larger floods at Oxford? Certainly Dr. Buckland 
used to assert, in his lectures, that a g-reat n1Ïstake, in this 
re
pect, was nlade in the Otn100r Inclosure; for, instead 
of bringing the 
uperfll1ous water (as no\y) by the ClrC1UIOUS 
bed of the Chcr\Ycll il1lo 'he Thames al Oxford, it ought to 
have been (and n1ight just as easily haye been) carried 
dlrectly into the fhùme-rzi'cr and so into the Thames several 
miles below Oxford 1. 
Sept. I -J.. Poor 
 \lfred Bennett, 1\1 us. Hac. and Organist 
of New College, was killed by the upsetting of an o\ycr- 
loaded coach, on his way to "r orcestcr :\Iusic l\1ecting. lIe 
was a talented n1usician and excellent teachcr. IIis body 
was brought back to OÀford and buried in New College 
Cloisters. _\ tolerably large subscription was rabed for his 
young wIdow and infant son. 
German at this tinle began to be more studied than it 
had been. 1\Ir. TIramsen, for n1any rears a teacher of 
German in Oxford, sent to a German University and (' br 
return of post ') got his Diploma as a Doctor of Philosophy! 
I Ie was an an1Îable old gentleman, but, as being a professed 
'diner-out,' he was called 
r his pupils 'Dr. (or I--Ierr) 
Speisen-sie.' On his tombstone (in St. ::\Iary :\1agdalen 
Parish Churchrard) he is grandly called 'a traveller in three 
quarters of the globe!' 
1\Iichaelma
 Term, 1830, was the period of ' Swing' riots, 
machine-breaking, and rick-burning. The University au- 
thorities were alarmed, special con
tables were sworn in, 


1 Imperial Rome is said to have done the same sort of thing (but by 
design) in turning the water::; of the Chiana flOm the Tiher into the 
already oyercharged Arno; thus producing frequent and di::;astrou
 
flood::; about Florence. 
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and 300 cavalry sent for,-the latter chiefly for the pro- 
tection of the surrounding country. 
o actual riots enslled. 
The burning of thrashing nlachines was nlade a subject of 
playful wit at Eton :- 


'Dr. heate, Dr. Keate, tlu:re's di::itl ess in ) our heat. 
So the suff'rers assert, great and small; 
.And 'tis plain to be s(en that ) our thrmbi " g-7lZ(lchÙI!! 
I las something to do \\ ith it alL' 


Dr. K.'s Reply. 
, My pupils perhaps have deserved my hard raps, 

-\s you, Sir, may soon understand; 
But this cannot apply to my system, for I 
Do the whole of my thra. hÙlg by hall,d.' 


In Xovelnber, the Provost and a deputation of the Fellows 
of Queen's College presented an address to Queen Adelaide, 
who, as Quetlz-Collsorl, was a sort of Patroness of their 
College. 
I can hardly bring lllyself to credit the possibility of such 
ren1Ïssness as I find stated in a lllelllorandum z1Z l1!Y O'lOll 
'ivnïÙzg, 'sed litera scripta manet:'-'Oct. 8, 1830. The 
'-ice-Chancellor was re-admitted for his third year,-not 
one of the Pro- '-ice-Chancellors, nonlinated by hilll, being 
present at the cercmony!' Oct.] 8, being St. Luke's day, 
one of the nominatcd but 1101 )'d adl/lzYled Pro-Vice-Chan- 
cellors went to St. l\Iary's as Yice-Chancellor, afterwards 
lllatriculated one or two young Illen, and was about to COIll- 
mit a delinquent to prison, when luckily the inchoate nature 
of his authority was recollected, before he had actually COl/l- 
lIl1Ïtcd hÙ/lse!f I Surely we all (even the accurate Registrar) 
IllUSt ha\'e been walking in our sleep! 'Yhat a subject was 
here offered to a l'trrlle-filius, if such a character had then 
existed! On this personage (the old Terrae-filius) lIuber 

ay
, 'he certainly possessed a sort of official and statutory 
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authority.' I-lis antiquity is undoubted, but he never could 
have had a statutable appointment. It was rather a tra- 
ditional, assumed privilege, connived at, like that of a 
Court-fool (I-Iuber's comparison), for its witty, fearless sal- 
lies, and, though liable to abuse, often valuable as a rough 
vehicle of criticism 1, and relieving the dull and formal exer- 
cises of the Act. .A.s a yestige of the traditional character 
of the Terrae-filius in Oxford, I nxollccl in n1Y early days to 
have heard the term applied as a reproach by an angry man 
to a 
till mOre angry woman, '0 you scold! you kr1J'- 
phz1lis !' 2. 


) Si qui
 erat dignus describi- 
-mult..... cum libcrtate notabant. 
2 That the Terrae-filii and thcir as-.;umcd privileges were general1y 
popular, or at lcast conniycd at, seems to follow fJ om the following 
extract from Anthony \Y ood, yol. iii. p. 6
... :- 
, It was proposed by the Vice-Chancellor (in July 1658), that the Terrae- 
filii (whose office was considered a scandal by the "self-styled Godly") 

hou]d be taken away. The House seeming generally to cry "I\on," pe 
required the :\lasters to divide (i. e. to go to different sides of the House). A 
scrutiny being called for and others mah.illg a ridiculous matter of it. the 
\'ice-Chancellor WciS ill a maImer forced to set (sic) down and meddle no 
more in the matter.' 


\Yood hcre certainly speaks of their' office,' but the terms which he 
applics to it and the story he here rebtes hardly justify the notion of a 
real University appointmellt. 



C H 1\ P T E R V 1. 


· Gaudent praenomine moUes 
Auriculae.' -Horace. 


Recollcctiolls of Proftssors. 


Dr. Horlls0' was rather a monopolist of acadelnical ap- 
pointlnents, being (I suppose from the short supply of 
tnathematical and scientific talent in the University) n1ade 

a\"ilian Professor of 
\stronomr in 1763 \ Radcliffe Observer 
in 1772, Sedleian Professor of Xatural Philosophy in 1782, 
and Radcliffe Librarian in 1783; all of ,,"hich offices he held 
till his death in 18 10. It was in the last-mentioned cha- 
racter that he came into Convocation in 1808 (or there- 
abouts) brandi-;hing the large key of the Radcliffe Library2, 
in the lower or ground part of which building it W:1S pro- 
posed in Convocation to deposit the collection, called the 


I Dr. Hornsby was eulogised by th3.t hard hitter, Dr. Tatham (in 
his 
\ddress to Convocation in 1810), for his Lectures as Sulleian 
Professor; he call., him' the eye of O\.ford,' and says that his an:rage 
Class was about forty. 
\I In tho""e days the term · Radcliffe Library' included both the 
hooks and the building. The question here however referred to the 
building 
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'Pomfret Statues,' then filling one of the Schools 1. \Vhcn 
the question was fonnally proposed, ' Placet ne vobis' &c. 
Dr. I-Iornsby rose and spoke to the following effect: 'Insig- 
ni
sime \Tice-Cancellarie-JlhïIJJl est Dibliothccmn Radclif- 
fianaul custodire; n1Ìhi 1/011 Placet statuas istas, vel potius 
Statuarunl fr.:lgnlenta ct reliquias, intra fares nostras admit- 
tere. 1\ c tamen verba nl a vel tClnpus vestrunl, Acadenlici, 
diutillS absulllanl, ecce, quæso, cla'Z'l//l quam gcro et pcr 
qualu Veta quod nunc est propositUI11.' As he, of course, 
spoke with the approbation and authority of the Radcliffe 
Trustees 2 , there was at once an end of the matter. ' Sol- 
\"untur rbu tabulæ' - Con\'ocation was dissah.ed ! 
1'his conduct of Dr. I-Iornsby (which I witnesscù nl)"sclf) 
does not quite harmonise with what is stated in the Report 


1 The Pomfret statues, to \\ hich the Univer
ity (or rather the en- 
croaching Bodleian) g"l uùged the occupation of one of the Schools, \\ ere 
accommodated in the Randulph or Cnin
r
ity GallelY about forty years 
afterwards. \\ ith all their interesting deficiencies. X o. 1. naso caret; 
Xo. II. truncus mcrus, &c. See Catalogue, formerly kept by the Clerk 
of the Schools. 
2 .\mid recent changes no one, I think, has asserted that Dr. Radcliffe 
elJCr COllt
mplated the possibility of removing the books to be purchased 
\\ ith his money from the noble building he raised to receive them But 
after the recent incur
io:1
 \\ e han: \\ itnessed upon bequests, foundations 
and benefactions. ' Iiil admil ill i ' is become more and more the' res una 
solaql1e' for an old man's comfort lIe may aml1
e himself for a while 
by falling back upon his' Reco'lec'i'ms;' but, among other new lessons 
\\ hich he has to learn, he finds it no easy matter to disconnect the 
bouks, &c from the Luilding, and to learn to call that noble building (or 
even a portion of it) the' Camera RadclijJialla !' Dr. Radcliffc's name 
will still be glatcfully n.tained at his Infirmary and his ()b
erYatory; 
the patients of the former will hardly be tlal1
ferred to the 
Iusl'um 
for the conyenience of me(
ical students and lecturers; anò the grand 
instruments of the latter could not \\ ell be attached to Professor 
Vonkin's dimmuti\'e observatory. Indeed, the UnÌ\er
ity has no con- 
trol oyer the Ob
cn.atory. its Obsel Yer, or its instl uments 



CLAVICER RADCLIFFIA.lYUS. 


139 


of the lTniversity COlnmission (p. I 15), upon the authority 
(apparently) of Dr. Ingram's :\Ielnorials of Oxford (\'01. iii. 
p. 12), viz. that Dr. Radcliffe contemplated his 'Library' 
(Ï. e. the building) , as a bequt!st to the lr,lz"z:ers/ty of Oxford:' 
and again, ' This \\'as the view taken bj the Trustees OJl thl 
com/lldioJl of the "Library," on \\"hich occasion the Duke of 
Beaufort, in behalf of hiI11self and the other Trustees, .for- 
malty ddivered the kf)' to the Via-Chancellor, for the US
 0/ thi, 
ljzÙrerst!)'.' Clearly the \
ice-ChanceIlor, i. e. the Cniversitr, 
had lost all hold of the key in Dr. IIornsby's till1e 1 . 


Dr. Randolph of Christ Church, after holding in succes- 
sion one or two other Professorships
, settled down in 1783 


1 A piece of Oxford go
sip may he subjoined, which once interested 
and amused the Unh'er::.ity from the prominence of some of the dramatis 
per::.onæ. Dr. Hornsby's daughter 
\rabella was of a good figure, and 
attl acted notice as she rode out, regularly attended by a smal t-Iooking, 
wcll-mom-.ted man-senant. After ridi1lg out for some time followed by 
the groom, she cho
e to ride offwith him as her bride-groom. The inci- 
dent however did not end here; it happened that a Fellow of Urasenose 
(\\ho from a peculiar gait or make "as called in hi':i College' Dr. Toe') 
was an admirer of this spirited young lady. I lis supposed disappoint- 
ment at her escapade elicited the follO\\ ing jw ä esprit flom the ready 
pen of Rcginald lIeber, then an Undergraduate of B.X.C. 


, 'T" ixt fO'J/man J olm and Dr. Toe 
A rivalship befell. 
\Yhich should be the favour'd beau 
And bear a\\ ay the belle. pliss _\rabella] 
'The Footman gain'd the lad}'s heal t, 
Ànd \\ ho can wonder? N" 0 man; 
The whole prevail'd against a part,- 
'Twas fool man vcrsus toe-man.' 


2 lIe \\as elcctcd Professor of Poetry in 1;-;6, and appointed Professor 
of Greek in 1 ï

. 
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on the Regius Professorship of Divinity, which he held with 
the Canonry of Ch. Ch. and for a time the Bishopric of 
Oxford; he was afterwards translated to that of London. 
I renlember Dr. Randolph as a prcacher and a lecturer in 
Divinity 1. Those lectures were then given late in the 
evening, by candle-light; .one effect of this (and not a very 

urpri
ing one, considering the hour, the subject, and the 
audience) was, that many of the class slept through the lec- 
ture, waking up now and thcn at the sound of a Greek 
quotation; e. g. ,rrhe qucstion still recurs' (snuffing his pair 
of candles by turns) '7r()8n, TÒ Kmcòv; 7rÓ8fV TÒ KClKÒV; whence 
can1e cvil?' .Attendance, not attention (and that very irre- 
gular attendance), was all that was required to obtain a cer- 
tificate to be presentcd to some bishop for ordination. Thc 
lccture was neither accompanied nor followed by any ques- 
tioning or examination. K otes wcre supposed to be taken, 
but thcre was no inspection. of note-books, nor a single re- 
mark at the close of the 'sleep-con1pelling' ceren1ony, no 
personal questions or special class. In short, the onlr things 
really carried away by the majority of the cla
s, werc the Syl- 
labus given to each onc at the COlnlnencelnent of the coursc, 
and a formidable printed list of authors recomlnended for 
future reading, presented at the close of thc lectures. 
111Ïngs are differcntly and better conducted now, and 
indeed have been for luany years past; the lectures are 
not þost-prandt"an, or at a time when dry theology and solid 
food cannot well be digested together, whcn the brain 
and the stomach cannot be made to work simultaneously. 


1 Though I had just been elected to the lay office of Esquire Bedel, 
J attended Dr. Randolph's lectures, thinking I might subsequently 
change my views and take orders,-not indeed with the a
pilation of 
bccoming a bishop Oike Beilhy Porteus) after carrying an E
quire Bedcrs 

!aff, Lut from an old hankering after a 
linor-canonry. 
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A n10rc pcrsonal intcrcst too is taken in individual pupils, 
and a special course proYided for the more earnest and 
more adyanced students. Dr. Lloyd (afterwards Bishop 
Lloyd) took thc lead in these Ï1nproven1ents, and he was 
well followed up by Dr. Burton 1. 


S/r Christopht-r Pt'ggc, l\I.D. and Regius Professor of 
l\Tedicine from [801 to 1822, was an accolnplished, gentle- 
Inanly person, of a noble appearance and courteous manner. 
He ought indeed to have' set up his brass-plate' in London 
and near the Court and the \Yest End; especially as he had 
professionally to run a hopeless race against two Oxford 
physicians, Dr. \Yall and Dr. Bourne, in greater practice 
than any two have since been at the same time. Dr. Pegge, 
howeyer, had the advantage of a Christ Church connection 
as well as the recomn1endation of an Oriel Fellowship; and 
haYing g
âned (probably through the forn1er) the Regius 
Professorship as well as Lee's Lectureship in Anatomy, he 
succeeded generally in attracting a numerous class. It was 
then thought not to óe the thz"l1g to leave Oxford without at- 
tending one course of these lectures, and the propensity to 
hard reading.for the Schools had not yet set in so strong as 
to leave no spare time for other pursuits 2. Dr. Pegge got 


1 They were indeed two most valuahle men, and if God's inscrutable 
providence had spared them longer to the University and the Church. 
other persons, of deeper feelings perhaps but of weaker judgment, would 
probably have been kept ill check. and their piety and zeal, their industry 
and talents might have been employed in showiDg the superior claims of 
our own Protestant Catholic Church to a Scriptural, .Apostolic, and even 
Patristic basis. in comparison with the ambitious pretensions and exclu- 
sive claims of Papal Rome. 
2 Sir Christopher was a very ready, fluent lectur.er, as I can vouch 
from ha\;ng- attended more than one course by his express im itation. 
, ::\Ir. Co)",' said he, , as Esquire Bedel in .J/êdicÙze I conside:- you free of 
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hin1self knighted; not that it gained hin1 more patients, any 
lTIOre than the wig
 the large turned-up hat, and the golcl- 
headed C.lne which, when only twenty-fi,.c years old, he 
assluned, because it was the traditionary CU:,tOlTI (or rather 
costulne), and because his rival Doctors (ITIuch oldcr than 
hilnsdf) had done the sat{le 1. Some wag of the day, h1n1- 
self, it is to be presun1ed, being healthy and therefore hard 
upon Doctors, said of 


l'he O.\Îvrd J/t'd/cal Ir/o. 


· I "ould not call in an) one of them all, 
For only .. the wea1.e
t will go to the n
all;" 
The second, like Dc.:ath, that SC) the-a] l11ul mO\\ er, 
"ïll 
pcedil) mah.e you a Pt'g or t\\ 0 lower 2 ; 
\\-hilc the third. "ith the feð he 50 
ilcntly earns, 
Is ,. the bour" "hence no tran
ller t;Ycr returns'" 


Dr. n"'hilc, Professor of I-Iebrew from 1802 to 1814, had 
been a noted Oriental scholar and Arabic Professor nearly 
thirty years before he succeeded to the Hebrew Chair and 
its accompanying Canonry at Christ Church. Ilis Hampton 
Lectures, in J 784, nlade more stir than usual, not sin1ply 


tbe School, and as Coroner ) ou ought to know something about these 
matters.' 
1 Dr. Kidd, his ;:,ucces:;or as Reg-ius Professor, a man in all thing
 
straight-fol\\ anI a]) (1 anti-humbug, was the first i\Icdical Doctor in 
Ox-ford \\ ho rejected the \\ ig alld large-bl immcd hat, and neyer, J be- 
licvc, carricd a gold-headed stick. 


2 Or again- 


Circe, alias Sir C. 


'Like Circe Sir C. can prescribe a mixt cup. 
But miÀturc
 Circeian be\\are to drink up.' 
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becau-;e they were good, but because it oozed out that, in 
writing theIn, he had rcceÏ\'ed help from a di
senting min- 
ister I. \\r e may conclude, however, that the hclp was not 

uch, either in its nature or extent, as to injure the Lec- 
turer's reputation for honesty or scholarship, or he ,,'ould 
not hllYC obtained his subscqucllt better prefennent. lIe was 
a l11an confe

edly deyoted to his studies, 'et totus in illis.' 
and often so ab
tracted as to gi\Te occasion to amusing 
stories. Ex. gr. \\
hen residing as a F ello\V at \Yadham he 
undcrtook to serve a friend's church and to ride a friend's 
horse to K.idlington. The Doctor, who had seldom sat in 
a saddle before, managed, with quiet assistance from the 
grooln, to 1l10unt, but after a mile or two he thought it 
would be n10re c{1llifortablt? to walk. lIe accordingly dis- 
mounted and hung the horse's bridle upon his ann. On his 
approaching K.idlington turnpike the following short dialogue 
took place,-the gate being closed :- 
Dr. n: Holla! }Iaster gate-keeper, why don't you open 
the gate for me? 
Gatc-kèepcr. Open the gat! why, Inaun, you 111ust be be- 
side yourself. 
Dr. n: Open it, I say, sirrah! i111mediatcly, and don't 
keep me and my horse waiting here. 
Gak-kc'eper. llaw, haw, haw,-that's a good 'un. l'ou 
and your horse! donna you think that side-gat is big 
enough for J'ou to pass through? and as for your horse, 


1 A :\1r. Badcock, who subsequently conformed to the Church of 
England. See Blackwood's Edinburgh :\Iagazine, 1\0. ISI. Dr. \,"hite 
al<;o receiveù assistance in his Dampton Lectures from Dr. Parr. 
Dr Bloxam writes to me: 'I haye before me in :\IS a copy of a most 
indignant letter from Dr. Parr to \Yhite on the subject. lIe was kept 
in ignorance of Badcock's help.' lIe adds, 'The whole story is told in 
Dr. Johnstone's Life of Parr.' 
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I can't see nothing like one, unless it be that there bridle 
on your ann! 
Dr. JT
 Dear n1e! how can it be? what has happened to 
the poor creature? Sure enough, here is the bridle, but what 
can have becon1e of the horse? 
Deep in thought about 'crooked letters,' th
 Doctor had 
not felt the gradual slipping off of the bridle fro111 the head 
of the animal, which was found quietly grazing on the road- 
side a mile behind! 
It was not till 1802 that Dr. \Yhite was Inade Professor of 
I-Iebrew and remo\ ed to Christ Church frol11 his house in 
Broad Street. l\bout seven years afterwards, in his old age 
and when he was suffering from the gout, hE" and his wife 
(also a great invalid) were one night put to a sad trial and 
alarm by the breaking- out of a dreadful fire 1 in a set of 
rooms adjoining the I-Iebrew Profe
sor's Lodgings, in Ton1 
Quadrangle. The flan1es soon spread to their abode, and 
the old, infirm couple were taken from their beds in the 
lnidst of the night and removed to a place of safety. Bv 
great efforts the fire was extinguished, but not before several 
sets of roon1S and a part of the Professor's house were 
destroyed or injured. It was an awful but beautiful picture, 
presented by the calm moon hanging 9ver the tower or 
turret at the south-west angle (as viewed fron1 the street), 
while the flan1es 
treamed out of the windows. 


Dr. Abram Robcrts(JJl was Professor of Astronon1Y and 
Radcliffe's Obsern?r [ron1 1810 to 1827, haying previously 
(i. e. from I 7
7) been Savilian Professor of Geometry. He 
canle cady in life from Scotland to Oxford, where he arrived 
\\ ith en1pty pockets. 1\1y authority for D10St of these parti- 


1 This fire, I think, happened in 1809. 
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culars is (or rather was) the late :\1r. (or, as he was latterly 
called, Dr.) Ireland \ who, in spite of his name, was a 
Scolchl1l11ll, and 
\bram Robertson very naturally caned upon 
hin1, as his countrYlnan, for help and advice, ,yhen the fol- 
lowing dialogue took place :- 
.Jír. I. 'Yhat brought yo.u to Oxford, young man? 
.1. R. I thought, Sir, the air of Oxford was impregnated 
with Greek, L3.tin, and ::\1athematics 2, and that I could easily 
get employment, at least in teaching the latter. 
.illr. 1. 'V ell, young man, I suppose you don't expect to 
live upon this Oxford air, or to be engaged as a teacher 
without introduction? 
A. R. )J"o indeed, Sir. University pupils, I know, are not 
yet to be expected by me; I have tried already to establish 
an e\ ening school for young mechanics, but, I find, they 

pend their money and their evening-hours otherwise than 
their likes do in Scotland. 
,J.!r. I. "
hat then is your object in calling upon me? 
A R. To apply for your place as servant, and assistant in 
the shop at leisure time. 
.ilfr. I. 'Yell then-but what do you say is your 
ame? 
A. R. Abran1 Robertson, Sir. 
111r. I. 'Yell Abram,-I'll try what you can do; - but 
n1ind, I must have work for my wages. 


1 J.l/r. Ire/mid was a well-known OAford apothecary;-for there were 
apothecaries in Oxford then, though they are now an extinct species of 
the medical tribe. I believe 1\lr. Ireland obtained a Doctor's Degree 
from a Scotch Uniyersity on his retiring to Hcadington, \\ here at the 
age of eighty he set up his hrass-plate as Dr. Ireland. 
2 B)-the-bye, this i<; more in 'fr. Ireland's florid style of talk than in 
that of the future Professor, who, though full of 
bthematics and not 
ill-stored "ith Latin and Greek, was always dry and slow, but neyer 
poetical. 


L 
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So the cngagement was made ;-and now con1es the pith 
of the story. 'One clay' (said :i\Ir. Ireland, a boasting, 
pompous sort of n1an, fron1 whon1 I have hcard the ac- 
count more than once), 'one day, when the now eminent 
Dr. Baillie, then a Student in :\Iedicine at Oxford, was dining 
té/e-à-te1e with me (;\bram being employed at the side- 
board), our conversation took a mathematical turn, and we 
were discussing a pro blcnl in Euclid. The topic being some- 
what dry, we called for more wine. 
\bram seemed deaf and 
abstracted, so that I had to rcpeat the call, with a reproof 
for inattention. On the following morning, on being re- 
monstrated with, he artlessly replied: "\Y ell, Sir, if ye wad 
ken the truth, I was deep in that problen1, but had nae 
courage enoof to tell ye, that ye were baith quite wrong." 
Finding on further conversation the mathematical talent so 
decided, I lost no time (continued l\Ir. Ireland) in making 
known the fact, and soon obtained for AbraI11 a Servitorship 
at Christ Church.' 
l\Ir. I. (and in his stories it was always I) ever afterwards 
considered hil11self his patron 1; from being a Scrvitor he 
became a Chaplain at Ch. Ch., biding his time, under the 
better patronage of Dean Cyril Jackson, until a Savilian Pro- 
fessorship, or something of the sort, should become vacant 
and (in the then scanty supply of mathen1atical talent in 
Oxford) Jail zlzto his mouth. 
\Vhile thus waiting and working in private tUItlon at 
Ch. Ch., he, as B....\., in 1782 obtained the Chancellor's 
Prize for the English Essay' On Original Composition.' At 
length, in 1797, he was appointed Savilian Professor of 


1 .And in truth he might well be so considered, for he put Abram's 
foot on the ladder on which he mounted to his subsequent preferment 
and distinction. 
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Geolnctry, and in 18 10 Professor of ..\stronomy as well as 
the Radcliffe Obser\"er 1 . 
Professor Robertson was married, but had no fan1iIr; his 
wife died many years before hitn. At the Observatory he 
lived in a very retired manner, bei.ng taken care of by an 
old housekeeper, whom, just beforE' he "died, he calmly in- 
structed 'how to treat his corpse, to tie up his chin, to lay 
hiu1 out,' &c., &c.l 


Dr. Phzlip Hqyes, Professor of l\Iusic, comes next in my 
RecolIections; but before I speak more particular1y of hin}, 
I will say a few words on I-Ieathcr's Professors generally. 
\YilliaIU IIeather, hin1self a Doctor of l\Iusic, stands in good 
con1pany in the list of the Public Bencfactors of the Gniver- 
sit\": e. g. '\VilliaI11 Heather, 1Ius. Doc.,-Edward Earl of 
Clarendon,-I
ing Charles I,-Archbishop Laud,' &c., &c. 
All his Professors, from 1620 to 1797, appear to have been 
organists (excepting perhaps Dr. \\ïlson in 16.33). In our 
own tin1es, Sir II. Bishop, knt., was appointed out of 
regard to his deserved popularity as a cOlnposer: at all 
e\"ents, he was a professional musician, i. e. one who !z"z'ed 
by music 2 . His successor, Sir F. A. G. Ouseley, is a singular 
exception, being a baronct, a clergyman, and an :\LA. as 
well as a :\Ius. Doc. :\Iy present business, ho\"e\"er, is not 


1 I do not mean to say that he was' the eminent mathematician, who 
read Joe :\Iiller straight through and then observed that it was a "ery 
desuZtrry compo
itioll;' but I have seen him si 1 {'ntly and slowly putting 
together (secundum artem mathematicam) the particulars of some witty 
story or anecdote which had been told, and when everyone else had 
forgotten the subject, ejaculating , Yes, indeed; that's vary good, vary! · 
2 \\ïth all his fame as a laboriou.;; and 
uccessful composer (certainly 
the most successful and talented of English dramatic composers), he 
i... =-aid to have di(d in poverty and di
trc
s. 
L 2 



14 8 


RECOLLECTIO.\7S OF O.YFORD. 


"ith hiln, nor his brilliant pianoforte-playing, nor his interest- 
ing lectures, 110r his talented ::\1 usical Exèrcise, of an oratorio 
character, but with the grealcsl n1usician of his day (in point 
of size and weight), Dr. Ph/!. Æl)'es, who succeeded his 
father, Dr. \Yillian1 I-Iayes, as Professor in 1777, but was 
very inferior to hhn cJ,S a con1poser. Like his father, he 
was not only an organist but a monopolist of organs, being 
at once Organist of New College, l\Iagdalen, and St. John's, 
besides St. 1\Iary's as UnÏ\'ersity Organist; like his fathcr 
also in another respect, he ncver, I believe, gave any lec- 
tures as Professor]. IIow he and his assistant could dis- 
charge all these duties seen1S a puzzle; hut it is in some 
n1easurc explained by the fact that the services were at dif- 
ferent hours. In the morning, K ew Collcge at 8, 
Iagdalen 
at 10; no choir sen'ice at St. John's. The p.m. service at 

Llg-dalen at 3.30; New College at 5; St. John's at 6.30. 
In addition to his O"{ford duties, generally discharged by 
deputy, the Professor abo held the (apparently) incon1- 
patible appointment of 'GentIeman in the Chapel Royal,' 
St. James's, in fulfihnent of which duty, when he occasion- 
ally went up to London, it was said that he regularly took 
two places, one on either side the coach 2, There was in- 
deed no end to the stories of him and his good-nature. 
One of them I must record:- 
On the occasion of a visit paid to Oxford by George III, 


1 I remember being taken to his house, in my very early days, /0 have 
my voice tried; he had been for many years remarkable for his state of 
obesity, and I have not forgotten the a\\e I felt at the huge projection 
o\'er the keys of his harpsichord, contrasted with his delicate, small 
h:md;;. and accompanied \\ ith a soft, yeh'ety voice. 
2 ""hat's the name of that double passemçer '!' enquired one of his 
fellow-travellers of the coachman. · 0, Sir, that's the famous Dr. Phil. 
Hayes.' · Dr. Fill-Chm
e. yon mean,' \\ as the touchy reply. 
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the D0ctor, aftcr playing thc organ at ::\fagdalen Chapel, 
was hurrying (as well as he could hurry), full-dressed, in his 
cockcd hat 1 and silk gown, up Queen's Lane to pay the 
same compliment to the Royal party at K ew College. Pant- 
ing for breath from over-exertion and excitclnent, he callcd 
out to a country fellow, whom he saw approaching, , Friend. 
pray lcnd mc your ann a little way.' , \" es, your :\Iajesty, by 
all ll1cans,' replied the simple rustic, who had heard that the 
I
ing was in Oxford and fancied this great mall must be he. 
In the obituary of the Gentleman's :\Iagazine for 1797 
occurs this notice :-' 1\Iarch 19, died, in his j8th year, 
Philip IIayes, Professor of :!\Iusic, Oxford, anù l\Ius. Doc. 
in 17 i 7. H
 had just come to town, in ordcr to preside at 
the ensuing festival for "The 
I usical Fund;" he dressed 
himself in the morning, to attenù the Chapel .Royal, St. 
J ames's, but suddenÌy sho\\ eù symptoms of. approaching 
dissolution and expired a short time afterwards. Dr. IIayes's 
relnains were, on the 21St, intcrred in St. Paul's Cathedral, 
where a musical funcral-scryice was performed.' 
Dr. IIayes was succeeded, as Professor, in 1797, by Dr. 
Jrilliam Crokh, a real musical genius. It arrears, fro 111 
an account of him as a 'musical prodi gy 2,' that he was born 
at 
orwich in 175j, and that at the early age of 2{ years he 
began to play' God saye the IGng,' at first with one hand, 
but soon after \\ ith both, on an organ built by his father 3 . 
1 The three-con,cled cocked-hat was at that time a part of the full 
dres
 of by academics of some !:itanding, with rufr.es at the" rÏ::.ts, lace 
frills. 
ilver Imckle!:i on the shoe and at the knee. It was over-done, but 
certainly gave a gentlemanly appearance. This. dress illESt', however, was 
not confined to meml\ers of the Uni,'ersity. 
2 In the Gentleman'
 :\bgazine for 1799, abridged from Dr. Burney's 
longer papcr in the rhilo!:iophical Transactions. 
S · At a very tender age (says Dr. Burney\ he could transpose into 
the most difficult heys whatsoever he played.' 
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For several years' Little Crotch' exhibited his powers, both 
in public and in private parties, as a l\Iusical \Vonder. He 
seems to have soon settled down in Oxford, with a view, 
probably, to thc nlusical honours and appointnlents which he 
aftcrwards obtained there, and ,,-here he found friends and 
patrons. At a very early age he was appointed Organist 
at Ch. Ch.; and at DI". Philip Hayes's death he was n1ade 
Organist at St. John's College and at S1. 
\Iary's, as well as 
Professor of :\Iusic. lIe was a married man, of a religious 
turn of mind, and of quiet, studious habits. lIe had also a 
natural taste for painting, and aInused hilTIs('lf in the pro- 
duction of many paintings and drawings in all styles. I 
remember seeing him at work upon a portrait! of himself 
very like and well executed in oils. 
After several years of residence Dr. Crotch left Oxford, 
either from a dislike to Oxford society (though he never 
Jnixecl much in it), or induced by London attractions, lec- 
tureships, and a lucrative engagenlcnt at a large establish- 
Jnent, or Ladies' School. Hc retained, however, his Pro- 
fessorship till his death. He ran down indeed to Oxford 
on thc d.1Y of the Encænia, or Commernoration, when he 
received Lord Crewe's benefaction of Æ30 for playing the 
organ at the entrance 2 of the procession into the Theatre, 


1 I believe his portrait is still in the possession of the Lock family. 
lie was lefL-handclÌ, and not only handled his blush in painting, but 
also his bow in playing on the vi{ loncello, "ith his left hand: in this 
latter perf 01 mance, of course the 
trings of his instrument were reversed. 
On the organ, in days when pedals were scarce, his left hand was of 
course very effective. 
2 The grand, voluntary performance of ' God save the King [QueenJ. 
by the whole assembly (one of the finest expressions of loyal feeling that 
can be heard) had not become an established custom in Crotch's time: 
the entrée ,\ as then accompanied by the ')Iarch in Scipio,' or some- 
thing of the lind. The interludes also were more or less audible, ar.d 
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and short interludes between the ceremonies and recita- 
tions. 
Dr. Crotch did indeed visit Oxford at an Installation. 
when he had to set an Ode to n1usic, and on two occasions 
to conduct the performance of his fine Oratorio of 'Pales- 
tine.' This noble composition, with his volulne of Anthems 
and two or three pleasing and clever glees 1, placed him at 
the very top of recent English composers. He never, how- 
ever, courted popularity, and his' Palestine,' not being pub- 
lished in score, has little chance of being, as it deserves to 
be, reproduced in Oxford and elsewhere 2. The recent 
l\Iusical Statute (of 1858) has imposed the necessity of a 
terminal lecture, Heather's small" endowment of Æ 12 a rear 
(or thereabouts) being raised to .fIOO, e'Cc1usive, I believe, 
of Lord Crewe's donation mentioned above. 


Of the Professors of ilIoder/z His/ory' I have a faint recol- 
lection of Dr. NO'iDell and of his passing his later )'t"ars very 
quietly (partly at St. l\Iary Hall, of which he was Principal, 
and partly at his pretty house overlooking the lock at !fIley), 
after having added, in his own person, one incident to the 
history he professed to teach: I allude to the fact of his ser- 
mon, preached before the House of Commons, having been 
condemned by the House and ordered to be burnt S ! 


not (as of late years) drowned by the rough mllsic and discreditable 
perfúrmances of the' gallery.' 
1 And most especially his two grand motetts, '
Iethinks I hear' 
and' )Iona on Snowdon calls.' 
:l His course of lectures (given in London rather than Oxford) was 
on 'The Stylcs of 
lusic,' and on the' Rise and Progress of the Art.' 
lIis work, 'Specimens of :\lusic,' in 2 vol:;., forms a valuable selection 
flom the early masters; his other compositions and publications were 
never popular. 
3 This SermO!1, preached in 1772, was full of high Tory sentiments; 
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Dr. Betke, who succeedcd Dr. Nowell as Professor of 
::\Iodern IIistory in 1801, had the reputation of bcing an 
ell gant scholar, and gcnerally comluanded a respectable 
attendance at his tcrminal lecture given in Oriel College 
hall. He dicd, I think, Dean of Bristol. 
Dr. Nares, who canle next in ordcr (being appointcd in 
1813) held the Profc

orship for twenty-cight years. lIe 
seenled to take his profcssorial dutics rather easy, not always 
(when he did come up fr0111 his living) attracting an 
audience, though he was an accomplished scholar, a perfcct 
[.:cntlenlan, and an amusing writcr. lIe was the author of 
a clc\"er, witty story, entitled, 'Thinks I to myself,' -a book 
very popular at the time, and full of dry humour and satirical 
pleasantry. His connection in carly lifc with Blenhcim has 
been nlentioncd elsewhere. 
But what a name comes next in the list of the l\Iodern 
IIistory Professors! that of Dr. Arnold! 
'Ostendent-hunc tantÌ1m fata, neque ultra 
hsse sinen t.' 


I am not going, however, to say more than a few words of 
one whose Life has been written COil amore (as such a Life 
ought to be "rittcn) by his pupil, Dean Stanley. l\Ir' Recol- 
lections' of him are confined to the two periods of his con- 
nection with Oxford: the first was in 18 I 5, when, fresh fronl 
g-aining his splendid First Class, he read his Prize Essay 
from one rostrunl and C. Gile'5 Daubenyl read his fr0111 the 


he \\ as thanked by the House and requested to print it; but, un(
er the 
influence of a turLulent factious sp:lit the vote of thanks was aftcr\\ards 
expung<..d; the lun
ing is, I think, douHful. 
1 These two distinguished SOI1S of Alma l\Iater, \\ ho may be said to 
have (
one mnch towards the intro(luction of a new and bctter state of 

tl
dics in OXfOld, had been brought together, as it were, to close, with 
<:.eccncy aI
d honour, the stedies and peculia1Ïtics of the older system; 
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opposite one; the othcr period was when, in 184 I, he re- 
turned to O
ford as Professor of ::\Iodcrn IIistory, about (as 
we all hopòJ) in a lcngthened professorial career to confer 
1110rc on .Ahna l\Iater than anything she could offer him. 
l
ever, I believe, was expectation raised higher than it was 
at his delivery of his Inaugural Lecture; nor was that eÀ- 
pectation disappointed: the assembled audience, too numer- 
ous for the usual lecture-rooln in the Clarcnàon, adjourned 
at once to the Shelùonian Theatre 1; where he kept them 
entranccù by his earnest manner and interesting matter. 
The younger academics heard hiln with delight (no compul- 
S01Y attcndance was hcre required), and the older ones sub- 
n1itted readily to learn history anew under the teaching o
 
this ncw and talcnted Inaster. The few subsequcnt lectures 
which Dr. Arnold gave were attended with cqually flattering 
circumstances; but, alas! he was not allowed to follow up 
the high subject he had undertaken. In the following year 
(1842) he died! 


Dr. John Sz"blhorþ, Professor of Botany (successor to an- 
other Dr. Sibthorp, who had held the appointmcnt for thirty- 
sen?l1 years), was appointed in 1784, and held the office till 
179.3. He built what is ca1led 'Cowley House' (being in 
the parish of Cowley), merely separated fronl the Botanic 
Gardens by a meadow and a streanl. I t was said that he 
intended it as a residence for his successors 2; the gift, ho\\"- 


inasmuch as they sel \'ed tog<..ther the office of t Collectors,' then helel 
l(jr the last :ime, in connection with the "0111 out and eÀploded Lent 
EÀercisC5. of the · Determining' Bachelors in ..\its. 
I ..\ move more common in later days of excitement and female audi- 
ences, but a ) are and therefore more striking compliment then. 
2 The house in which Dr. Daubeny resided was built (or rather 
'Hilled to the old lecture-room) Ly himself. Uut hi5 outlay has been 
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ever, was never lnade. The house is said to have been built 
of bricks made of the clay upon the spot. Dr. S. in some 
Ineasure spoilt its arrangement and proportions, in order to 
accommodate a fine staircase and sonle large windows which 
he had purchased at the pulling-down of Lord '\bingdon's 
house at R ycot, near Thame. rrhe building itself certainly 
has no pretension whate\'er to external beauty, notwithstand- 
ing its fine situation: Dr. Sibthorp, nevertheless, the admirer 
of his own creation, appears to have thought otherwise; for 
he is reported to have asked the Dean of Christ Church for 
a Studcntship for one of his family, on the ground of having 
built 'so beautiful and classical a tenninus to the vista of 
the Broad \Yalk!' '.\ Studentship!' (replied Dean Cyril 
Jackson); 'l\Iy good Sir, I will give you Izvo if you will 
bc so kind as to pull it down again.' 
Dr. S. never felt such a 'stÙlger,' except pcrhaps when, as 
he was lecturing upon nettlcs (having several specimens 
and species carefully laid out upon his table), he said, 
'Kow, gentlemen, we all know, from our childhood, that 
some of the nettle-family have a powajitl pU1lgent property
. 
othcrs a less powerful, less pungcnt propcrty; and others 
again none at all, or next to none. No\\', to bcgin with the 
last species, this you see' (suiting the action to the word) 
'may safely be drawn through the hand, thus'-some wicked 
wag, while the Doctor's "back was turned, had impudently 
changed the order in which the specimens lay, or the Pro- 
fessor had unwittingly laid a trap for himself. The effect 
Inay be iInagined! This st?ry, I confess, is told of other 


followed by so many occasional sums voted hy Con\'ocation that the 
whole building will, of coursc, be permanently attached to the Profes- 
sorship. Dr. Tatham, in 1807. says that within his recollection the 
Botanical Professor had a class of sixty. The Chemical Lectures too 
(he adds) were well attended. 



JI lRGARET PROFESSORS OF DIVLVITY. 155 


Lecturers, and the practical joke may have been rcpeated 
else\\" hcre. 


Of .Jllrgare/ Plifessors of Diz'l1ll!y I11Y 'Recollections' 
takc in Dr. Randolph, Dr. Collinson (both of whom have 
becn spoken of elsewhere), and Dr. TÙllOllljll\T eve , Fellow of 
Corpus, afterwards Chaplain of l\Ierton and one of the early 
Ban1pton Lecturers. It is to be presumed, therefore, that 
he had had some rcputation as a theologian, though his day 
was gone by when I recollect hiln. lIe had a daughter who 
was considered a belle, at a tÏIne when Oxford could not 
boast so lnany young ladies as it does now (1860); and his 
...."ife (afterwards for Inany years his widow) was a gay old 
lady, living in Bean1 \ or Bihaln, or Bohemian Hall, opposite 
:\Ierton College Chapel, where she boasted that hcr dra wing- 
room (not a vcry large one) had often accommodated seven 
card-tables! 
Dr. Ftulssell, 
Iargaret Professor from 1827 to 1853, is 
of ahnost too recent a datc to comc within the scope of 
these Rccollections; but as he is so intimately connected 
with what are now become historical transactions (quoad 
Academiam et Ecc1esiam), I venture to attach hiIn to the 
list of l\Iargaret Professors here noticed. He had (what was 
considered) the good fortullt, to have a Canonry of Ch. Ch. 
attached (by a recent arrangen1cnt) to his Professorship, 
instead of a Prebendal Stall in \V orcester Cathedral: this 
was in 1840. Perhaps I ought rather to ha,pe said' he had 
the 1Jziifortul1e,' 
ince this change brought. him to reside in 
Oxford at a time of great excitement and commotion in the 
theological circle of the Universitr. 


I · Beam' \\ as perhaps the English pronunciation of Bübm, i. e. Bohe- 
mian. I naturally ta1..e an intcrest in the old hou
c (or Hall), haying 
!'pent man}' of my carly years in it. 
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I-Ie was hiulself rather a warm controversialist, having for 
some time changed his stylc of sermons (which in his early 
days
 when he was a Select Preacher, were quiet, well-written 
discourses) into warm attacks upon E,oDlanists and' Roman- 
isers.' It was in this spirit that he called upon the 'Vice- 
Chancellor (in 1843) to form a Court of six Doctors in 
I)ivinitr to sit in judgn ent on Dr. Pusey's [unous Sernl011. 
'The enquiry (as eycry one knows) cnded in suspending 
Dr. Pusey frOTIl preaching before the University for two 
years; but SOlnc few \\"is
 l1}cn then, and nlany more since, 
"'ere of opinion that Inore harm than b"ood followed from 
the sentence. 
The intercourse of Christ Church dignitaries at that time, 
and for some years after, 111ust hayc been rather awkward 
and uncomfortable, when Dr. Pusey, Dr. Faussett and Dr. 
IIanlpden met, at least, in the same Chaptcr-house, and 
111inistercd in the same Cathedral sen'ices ! 


I have to record my 'Rccollections' of only one more 
Profcs
or, but that one was, to all who knew hinl, a yerr 
intcresting character:- 
Ale
't'alldtr .J.'
/coll, D.C.L., Profcssor of IIebrew and Canon 
of Christ Church from 1822 to 1828. The early death of 
this talented Professor and amiable man was deeply felt 
throughout the University; leaving, as he did, a young wife 
and a family inditTerently provided for, and closing prema- 
turely thc distinguished career that seelned nlarked out for 
hiIn by his rare faculty of acquiring languages. Alexander 
}
icoll canle from ScotlanJ at a ,-ery early age to be nlatri- 
cuIated upon a Glasgow Exhibition at Balliol College. I 
have heard l\Ir. Cheese, then a Fellow of that College, say, 
that on entering the Collcge-gate one day, he observed a 
youth 'standing by a trunk, and shedding tears.' On ac- 
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costing hinl, he found he had been ' dropped at the College- 
gate' (as he 
aid) 'just like a portmanteau,' whcn e'"en the 
porter was absent, and 'not a soul at Oxford caring for or 
knowing of his existence.' Undcr this impression of utter 
loneliness, he confessed that he had been momcntarily ovcr- 
powcred; a few kind words soon raised his spirits, and his 
ingenuous, handsome countenance and modcst manners very 
soon gained hin1 friends. 
Discouraging as such a commencement might at firs t 
appear to hitn, his subsequent course at O"(ford was as 
rapidly prospcrous as it was thoroughly deserving of success. 
His Class at the Public Examination (in 181 I) was only' a 
Second,' but the Cbssics and Greek Philosophy were not 
his particular linc. LanguJ.ges, as such, soon absorbed hi
 
attention; and his early acquirement not only of Oriental 
languages, but also those of K orthern Europe, soon n1arked 
him as a prize for' the Bodleian,' where, as a Sub-librarian, 
he worked in his proper element, acquiring knowledge and 
gaining reputation, till the prorllotion of Dr. Laurence to the 
Archbishopric of Cashel vacated the Regius Professorship of 
IIèbrew. Oxford did not then abound 1 with Hebraists, and 
XicolI, who was hardly thirty, 'was of course too young to 
be thought of as a Canon of Christ Church,' to say nothing 
of a Professorship generally hcld by scholars of long stand- 
ing. He himself (as it soon appeared) ""as the last person 
to think of such a possibility. In this unconscious, humble 


I Query: Did it ever? does it now? "ïll tIle 
Iagdalen Exhibitions 
of æ 10 a year (!), founded by Dr. Ellerton, ever produce a supply? In 
my younger days it \\as said, that the fir:;t que:-.tion of Dr. Blayney, the 
then Profe
sor, to anyone who called to request permission to attend 
his lectures, was, ' Pray, Sir, are) ou a man of let/ers (i. e. do you know 
)our alphahet?). or ofwJrd..; (i. c. c.m you read I1cbrc\\ ?).' 
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state of mind he one morning received a letter by the Post, 
with a large seal attached to it, in which he read something 
to this effect: 'Dear Sir, having been well informed of your 
singular fitness for the Regius Professorship of IIebrew, now 
vacant, I am authorised by his l\Iajesty to offer you that ap- 
pointnlent, with the accompanying Canonry at Christ Church. 
. 
I atn, &c. &c. LIVEUPOüL.' 
The story goes on thus :-Perfectly convinced (from his 
modest estimate of himself, as well as his high estimate of 
such a post) that SOlne in1pertinent person had played an 
elaborate hoax upon him, he kept the letter in his pocket 
for several hours, quietly resuming his place in the Bodleian, 
and determined not to gratify the hoaxer by getting himself 
laughed at. ...\fter awhile, however, he was induced (quite in 
confidence, and sure of not being quizzed in that quarter) to 
produce the letter for the amusen1rnt, at least for the opinion, 
of a trusty friend. That friend, having had nlore experience 
than Nicoll, and having also a far higher estimate of his 
fitness, at once saw that it was no hoax 1, but a genuine letter 
fronl the PrÏ1ne l\Iinister. Of course, the flattering convic- 
tion of the fact was, after awhile, adlnitted, and the gracious 
offer gratefully accepted. And so, to everyone's delight, 
as well as astonishment, the hunlble Scotch Exhibitioner of 
ISoï becalne in 1822, per saltum, I-Iebrew Professor, with 
all the honours, advantages, and responsibilities belonging to 
the appointment. 
In that office (it is scarcely necessary to add) he was still, 
during the few rears allotted to him, the same modest nlan, 


I I have lately been told that this story (\\ hich I have al\\ ays believed 
to the letter) was-not contradicted b
t ri1Uch modified by Dr. Kicoll's 
father-in-law, 
Ir. Parsons. At all events, 'se non è vero letteralmente, 
l' almeno ben trovato.' 
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the same earnest student. I once heard ' Peter Elmsley' say 
in his emphatic and Johnsonian manner, in answer to a 
remark on Kicoll's nlodest bearing,-' Sir, he is not Illodest, 
-he is modesty itself!' 
Conlp. l\Iartiars 


, K on vitiosus homo es, Zoile, sed vitium.' 





 



III 


CHAPTER 


\1 I I. 


· Paulo majora canamus.'-Virgil. 


Recollcctiolls Of .lIcads of IIOltscs. 


BEFORE I particularise indiyiduals an10ng J leads of IIouses 
of a now remote date, I must state the yery solemn idea 
suggested to Oxford natiyes of Ihill dq)' by the title, much 
n10re by the sight and presence of one of the IIt'ads qf 
HOllsell, as thc citizens then called them. In the first place, 
they (with a few exccptions) wore the large cauliflower wig 1, 
which was. worn for a long tiIne aftcr by the bishops. In 


1 PJrody 01l · Three poets it, three dis,'o1l1 ages horn.' 
· Three diffrent \\ igs. Lv diff'rent wearers worn, 
The J uelge, the non, the Canon did adorn: 
The first was flowing, dig-nified, profound; } 
The second bushy, cauliflower'd, round; 
The third was scratchy, 0ne-cm-1"d, close, embrown'd. 
But all the thlee to Pan's the palm did yield, 
. { l\Icga-thauma } 
The CambrIdge I _ Leat the field; 
P.f.1a OavJ.la 
The e) es of barbers could no farther see, 
To form that fourth they join'd the other three. 
So compar, impar, dispar all combin'd 
To weave 'a \\ ig fit emblem of the mind; 
Imposing, showy, pompous, grandiose, 
Brow-beating 7l0W, and nGW again jocose " 
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the next place, thcy seldon1, if ever, appcared abroad out of 
thcir academic costun1e, supcr-induced on a cassock,-many 
of thcm sitting in it during the day. It was traditionally 
said, that when a portion of Queen's quadrangle was burnt 
do\\ n, the then Provost, on being called up with the cry of 
'Fire,' cahnly stopped to put on his gown, cassock and 
bands, before hc descended to see ' his Troy in flames 1.' 
One striking peculiarity of their position was, that as 
soon as a Fellow had become, by election, the IIead of his 
College, he was at once, as one of the 'Dii majorum 
gentium,' cut off from equal intercourse with his Fellows in 
the friendly society of the Common-room, and forced, nolens 
volens, into the terminal routine of 'Cod's-head and shoul- 
ders' with his brother Dons 2. Of course on these occasions 
the entertainmcnt was of the best; but there was little 
atten1pt at grandeur, no elaborate variety' in vino et cibo.' 
On blank days (that is, days on which there was no Dons' 


1 Something like this took place at Magdalen more recently on the 
alarm of' Fire' at the Hall. then adjoining the College. But it is to be 
remembered, that probably no other dress was so nigh at hand. 
2 Heads of JIou::,es were wont to proceed to the Degree of Doctor, 
as a matter of course, till :\lr. 
ne)d, "'arden of All Souls, set the 
example of doing \\ ithout it. It has been supposed, that the old title 
of the Uni\-ersit), , The Chancellor, lllasters, and Scholars,' points' to an 
earlier time and practice, and that the Degree .of Doctor was not known 
till the time of Henry II, II :;4-. So at Cambridge, at the earliest 
periods, the Senate consisted of the two houses of Regent and 1\on- 
Regent :\Iasters; Doctors being frequently called also :\1asters. (I listorical 
Account of Cambridge by ll. D. \Yalsh, :\I.A. 18.)7) The term' Don' 
will not, I trust, give offence, - as it is here and elsewhere honestly 
used. not merely for the sake of brevity (though that is worth con- 
sideration), but in the reverential sense \\ hich, a:i applied to Heads 
of House:., it certainly had in my eady days. Latterly iI.deed it may. 
in some degree, have changed its meaning and lost some of its weight, 
when applicd by Undergraduates to a very young and rather assuming 
Tutor. 


)[ 
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dinner) the recently elected IIead took his solitary meal, 
often repining for the cheerful society of ' the lowcr House.' 
As this state of things was not likely to continue without 
some effort to improve it, the Don soon introduced a 
Donna ;-and the College soon found that it had a biceps 
government. 
Some Heads ind<!ed persisted in renlaining bachelors, 
gradually settling down under the worst of all tyrannies 1, 
that of their old ser
'al1ts. One or two married 'rather 
beneath them,' as the phrase goes; the ladies whon1 the 
others married "ere content to lead a dull quiet life, sel- 
dom cheered by a family of children, both parties at the 
time of marriage being generally rather advanced in years. 
The ladies, of course, "ere 'prima donnas' in every sense 
but the usual, that is the musical one; but their gaieties 
seldom went beyond the regular dinner-party, with its sub- 
bequent rubber :-no n1usical parties (l\Irs. ::\larlow's ex- 
cepted), no conversaziones, no throwing open a suite of 
rooms, no 'tableaux vivans,' no being 'At Home,' in the 
modern sense of the phrase, no private theatricals, no 
croquet parties. 


But to come to individu2ls. 
l\Iy first 'Recollections 2' in connection with IIeads of 
Houses begin with my early patron Dr. Routh, who suc- 


1 Sometimes called a dulocracy (
ovÀoKpaTía). 'Terræ Filius,' (vol. i. 
No. 13), always, of course, to be read' cum grano,' gives an amusing 
paper on this subject. · There cver v. ill be (he says) insolent slaves, kept 
to domineer over their masters' clients, and sometimes over their mas!ers 
themselves.' 
2 I might say my last as well as my first; .for as he lived to his 
hundredth year, he survived by h\ enty years the latest of those Heads 
whom I have presumed to compri
e in this Chapter. 'Si tamen ad 
centesimum vixit annur.1, 
en{;ctuth; eum suæ non pænitebat.' 
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cceded Dr. l-lonze as Presiùcnt of l\Iagdalen. I was too 
young to have kno'i('ll anything of Dr. I-Iorne, though his 
nan1C was fmniliar to tHC in such phrases (thcn 'in ore 
virûm \'olitantia') as, 'True as Gcorge llorne,' 'Swcet- 
tcmpered as George IIorne,' and the like. IIis daughtcr 
also (fan1iliarly called, at least in l\Iagdalen, l\Iary Horne) 
was stilI spokcn of as having been 'the Oxford beauty,' 
whose aòn1irers would hang about the College entrance, for 
the chance of seeing her pass from the President's house 
(or 'lodgings' as such houses are, not very reverentially, 
called) to the College chapell. 
l\Iy , Recollections' of Dr. Routh anù l\Iagdalen College 
begin in 1794. For many successive Gaudy-days I saw 
hiln seatcd in the chair of state 2, Inade from the famous 

Iagdalen oak. So great was the in1pression made upon 
boyish minds by his awful wig, his over-hanging eye- 
brows, and solemn carriage, that though hc was then only 
a little more than forty, he seemed to me and n1}" school- 
fellows nearly as old as he eventually lived to be 3 . I-lis introit 


1 D:-. Horne was a frequent preacher before the University, but his 
sermons, though interesting and marked by his own sweetness of 
temper, do not exhibit him as a great theologian. He was the Bi
hop 
who, in reply to the enquiry of George III. ' \\"ho, my Lord, are these 
Scotch Bishops, who have appealed to me for help? I know nothing of 
them; '-answered, 'Please your 
Iajesty, they are far better Bishops 
than my humble self.' 
2 The last time Dr. Routh sate in that chair (about fifteen years 
before his death) he choked very badly at dinner, and, being alarmed, 
ru
hed out of the hall; retiring with the Vice-PJ"e
ident into the Com- 
mon-room, he was frightened on vomiting what seemed to be blood. 
lIe \\ as re-assured, however, by :Mr. Booth, the Yice-President, exclaiming 
(on due examination), 'Only a little currant-jelly from the venison, 
.:\Ir. rre
idcnt I' lIe assi
ted at the Examination for Demyships ne
t 
day. 
S It may be mentioncd as a remarkable result of his long Presidency, 

1 2 
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and exit at chapel were very peculiar, owing to his gliding, 
sweeping molz"on, I can hardly call it glllÏ
. for he moved 
aloI?g (as the heathen deities were said to do) without 
seeming to divaricate or take alternate steps. This effect 
was of course par,tly produced by his long gown and cassock. 
IIis gestures during the service were remarkable, his hand:, 
being much in motion, and often crossed upon his breast. 
His seat or pew being large and roomy, he was wont to 
mo\e about in it during service, generally joining aloud 
in the responses, but \\ ithout any relation to the right 
tone. 
It may be satisfactory to curious posterity to know that 
one at least of Dr. Routh's prodigious calÙndra 1 was actually 
sent by Dr. Daubeny to be in1mortalised by submission to 
the petrifying spring at I(naresborough; it was deposited in 
Dr. Daubeny's collection. . 
Of Dr. Dennis, President of St. John's, who died in 1795, 
I have no personal recollection, but I ren1ember the strong 
sympathy excited for his widow, a highly respected and 
amiable lady, who having lived for some time after his death 
in good style in Holywell Street, was at length completely 
impo,.erished by a spendthrift son, a clergyman and a 
1\Iaster of Arts! He, as the phrase is, soon 'went to the 
dogs;' his mother became a resident in the 'Viclows' College 
at Bromley. 
Dr. Folhergz11, Provost 2 or Queen's (who died in 1796), 


that he, \\ ho appointed me to be a chorister at 'Magdalen, did, 'Very many 
years afterwards, give a similar appointment to my grandson! 
1 Dr. Johnson, famous for his own wig, says that. wig. is contracted 
from' periwig!'- adding, however, the derh"ation of the latter from 
· peruque: 
2 Dr. Fothergill had been an influential Ilead of a House, and, as 
Yicc-Chancellor, was instrumental in conferring the Doctor's Degree, by 
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I merely recollect as a gaunt, solemn figure, who, at a regular 
hour of the day, with a long-tasscled cap, a large wig, un- 
usually broad bands, and a particularly broad sash, u
ed to 
come down the steps of his College gatc-way, to take his 
accustoined walk, fóllowed by his quiet-dressed wife, I say 
eI11phatically 'followed,' for even at setting-out they generallr 
appeared in that order, the distance rather increasing during 
thcir walk; in reference to this they were called by the wits 
of the day' Orpheus and Eurydice 1.' The old Provost was 
succeedcd by Dr. Collinson, whom I have mentioned in 
Chapter II. 
Dr. ffoare, Principal of Jesus College (who died in 1802), 
was for nlany years only seen as he took his. drive, carcfully 
wrapped up, in his carriage ;-it could not properly be 
called 'laking all a/nilg, ' for the windows were always 
scrupulously closed. Under this managcn1cnt, however 
(perhaps bccause of it), he lived to a great age, and Iníght 
ha\'e li\'cd still longcr but for an untoward accident. I-Ie 
had a pet tom-cat, which enjoyed the privilege of living in 
his mastcr's study, of sleeping on his best leather-bottomed 
chair, and usurping the warn1est berth on his hearth-rug. 
Unfortunately, one day thc old Doctor, in seating himself, 
placcd a leg of his chair upon one of Tom's legs,-and, 


diploma, on Samuel Johnson, in 1775, Lord North being then Chancellor 
of the Univer
ity. 
1 The nick-name suggested thðe saucy lines :_ 
Or/beus and Eurydice, 
· If you'd have no more strife, 
Keep aloof, my good wife! 
You can do, when you please, as I bid, I see; 
K ow we're both of one mind, 
(And I won't look behind,) 
1.11 be Orpheus, and you 11 be Eurydice: 
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being quite cleaf, was unconscious of the pain he was in- 
flicting, till the cat in its agony seized upon the Doctor's 
leg, and scratched it violently. The wound, thus caused, 
would not heal, and he died after lingering smne days 1. 
Dr. Hoare's successor, as Principal, was Dr. Hughes, 
a hearty, rough old gentlenlan. In the office of Pro- \'ïce- 
Chancellor he \yentured once (and oI?-ly once) to officiate in 
conferring Degrees. IIis peculiar pronunciation of the Latin 
forms tried the gravity even of the Deans and Regent- 
l\Iasters; e. g. '
1.J'go adnlitto 1c1.J' ad gradum,' &c. Un- 
happily in his old age, and with confirnled old-bachelor 
habits, he was perslttldt'd to Inarry the sistcr of another Ilead 
of a llousc; the honeymoon was scarcely over when he 
betook hinlscIf alone to London, and going to his old 
Coffee-house, put a pistol to his head, and made a 'l'acal1cy at 
Jesus College (in 1817). 
Dr. PhÙleas Pdl, Principal of 51. !\Iary IIan (who died in 
1830, as a Canon of Christ Church) had had the good 
fortune to be tutor to George Canning when a Christ Church 
Student. Dr. Pett resigned St. l\Iary Hall in 1815. He 
was for many years highly respected as Archdeacon of 
Oxford 2, and was said to have dcclined a bishopric offcred 
to hin1 through the interest of his former pupil. I remen1ber 


1 A resident \Yelsh hard was supposed to have struck off a Lament, 
part of which (in English) was to this effect :- 
'Poor Dr. Hoare! he is no more! 
Bid the harp-strings of Cambl ia mourn; 
The Head of a House died the death of a mouse, 
And Tom must be hang1d in return: 
2 The 
\rchdeaconry of Oxford, to which a Canonry of Christ Church 
b now attached. had then, I believe, no emolument, except the small 
Incumbency of Iffiey, near Oxford, the revenues of which barely paid 
the officiating Curate. 
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calling at Dr. Pett's to receive :\Ir. Canning's fees for his 
IIonorary D. C. L. Degree, conferred in the Theatre at 
Lord Grenville's Installation in 1809, and was struck with 
admiration at his handsome features and fine head. Those 
features, however, took rather a gluln expression at having 
to 'fork out' (that, I believe, is the proper term) the sum of 
ten guineas 1. 
In connection with Dr. Pett and 51. l\Iary IIall, I may as 
well mention his immediate successor, Dr. Deall, who, after 
being for many years Fellow and Tutor of Brasenose College, 
Public Examiner, Proctor, &c., carried with hin1 to the 
Headship of the Hall a high character for scholarship. He 
was one of the then few remaining speakers in Latin in 
Convocation; his witty application of a line from J uvenal, 
on a repeated attempt of the Hebdomadal Board to force 
a disputed statute on the reluctant House of Convocation,- 


'Occidit miseros crambe repetita Magistros,' 


has since been sported in Convocation and Congregation, 
till it has become stale. Dr. Dean died in 1833. 
His successor, Dr. Hampden, will require a separate 
Chapter, when I come to the date of his controversy, or 
rather his persecution (in 1836). Nor could I in a few lines 
do justice to Dr. Hampden's successor at 51. :;.\Iary Hall, n1Y 
valued, kind-hearted friend, Dr. Phz1ip Bliss, whose place in 


1 This fee for the Honorary Degree, till lately paid by the recipienb 
of the honour (\\ ho often made wry faces at being called upon to pay 
solid money for the unsubstantial compliment), is now very properly 
paid by the University; it is reduced, however, to four guineas, "ith the 
prospect (at the death or resignation of two University officers, 'qui nunc 
sunt ') of bcing [cduced to the presentator's fee of two guineas. 
[X. B, One of the two (myself has since vacated {in 1866:, so that 
another reduction of a guinea has been made.] 
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Oxford, in business, in society, and in antiquarian pursuits, 
it wil1 take more than one man to fill up. 
Dr. JJ'Ûls, 'Varden of 'Yadham (who died in 1806), had 
the reputation of being very close anù rigid' in re pecuniariâ.' 
He might be seen, on a sun1mer's day, working with his 
hay-makers in the 'Varden's Closc 1 , quite in carnest, and in 
his shirt-slceves,-his coa\ hanging on a hurdle. He saved 
moncy however (as appcars from the fact of his name being 
added to the list of thc University and College Benefactors), 
for the bencfit of others. IIc considerately left a pension for 
two suþtrlIJlllltaltd Fcllows 2 . This pension, I believe, was 
only once enjoyed by a quondanl Fellow, a l\Ir. 'Villiams. 
'Ve may presume that this particular endowment (being no 
longcr, in consequcnce of rccent alterations, rcquired) is 
appropriated to othcr College purposes. 
Of Dr. Cllaþ17lGl1, President of Trinity (who died in 1808), 
I can say nothing, because I recollect nothing,-except that 
he was a tall, dignified Head of a Ilouse. Like his successors 


I This Close has since been taken into the "'arden's garden and 
inclosed v. ith \, aIls; in Dr "'ills's time it was partially open to view, 
as being only protected by a hedge and a ditch; an intervening space, 
between the ditch and the close, being let out to a market-gardener. 
2 The Fellowships of this College, according to the old statutes, 
expired after being held about twenty years! that is, just when the 
income and other College comforts were most wanted. This by a 
lecent enactment has been \\isely altered, and the Fellowships, like those 
of every other College, are now tena lJle for life. In connection with 
superannuated Fellows I may add from Huber (i. p. 203), and quoted 
by him from Hearne and others :-' The 
upplementary statutes of 
Oriel provide that the Fellows should resign their Fellowships upon 
obtaining a benêfice elsewhere, or wben twenty years had elapsed withollt 
their obtaining any, since such a case must pre-suppose that they deserved 
none, and had employed their time implOperly.'-N. B. It is not clear 
from the printing. whether the concluding sentence is a continuation of 
the statute or Huber's inference. 
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at Trinity, he seems to have preferred a quiet, easy life. 
lIe did not disturb that quiet, like Dr. Ingram, by engaging 
in any literary production 1, but in his Vice-Chancellorship 
he received a Royal visit. 
Dr. Natha1l T Velh erell, l\Iaster of University College (who 
died in 1808), acculllulated prefern1ent and enriched a large 
family. A man who, as he did, reached the top of his 
Society, obtained a Deanery (that of I-Iereford), and lived to 
see three or four of his sons F eHows of different Colleges, 
and one of them on the road to high legal honours, must 
have been a talented as well as a fortunate person. ..\s 
Vice-Chancellor, he laid the foundation-stone of the Rad- 
cliffe Observatory; he also inaugurated the opening of the 
new l\Iarket in 1772, and speculated successfully in Oxford 
Canal 
hares2. 


1 Dr. Ingram's work, ':\Iemorials of O>..ford,' requires no eulogy of 
mine; being well known not as · My little 'York' (as he used modestly 
to call it in his annual speech at New College Gaudy), but as the 
valuable and well-illustrated result of much labour and research. 
Dr. Lee, his successor as President of Trinity, is mentioned in my 
· Recollections' of Yice-Chancellors. 
Dean Aldrich of Christ Church is supposed by 'Yarton to have 
designed the original plan of Trinity Chapel, though Sir Christopher 
\Yren had something to do with it. It was more admired formerly 
th:m it is now; its f.:'1me (like the smell of its cedar wainscoting) is gone 
off. Of that wainscot 'Yarton wrote, · IJabt opus Lebanique refert 
fragrantis odm"em.' (' Hexam.' on Trinity College Chapel.) 
:.! A clitic 
in the · Atlas' of XO\'ember 20, 1868) gives the following 
lines as a proof that · Dr. Cyril Jackson was not (as I have said, and I 
believe correctly) averse to a mitre: '- 
· Says Cyril to Nathan, just walking by QEeen's, 
"

Iy very good friend, we are both of us Deans, 
And Bishops may possibly be."' 
Says 1\athan to Cyril, .. I certainly shall 
Bestow all my care on my little Canal, 
Lea villg you to look after the See.'" 
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Of Dr. Clea'l'cr, Principal of Brasenose College, and for 
sonle years also Bishop of St. Asaph, I have rather more to 
say, as may wen be expected concerning one who introduced 
lawn sleeves into the' Lodgings' at Brasenose and into the 
Hebdol11adal meeting, having held the Bishopric and the 
Headship together till his death. Of course he wore a wig 1, 
as one of George the Tñird's Bishops as well as IIead of 
a House, and being a tall man, with good features and 
stately gait, 'he looked' (as the old Brasenose porter used 
to say) 'quite the Bishop.' The ejfic/ too was not a little 
increased by a habit of walking with both his hands upon 
his chest, and those hands, as in the portrait, made con- 
spicuous by gloycs of bright Bishop'S-Plll pIc. 
The fortunes of Dr. Cleaver prcsented a striking instance 
of two things: (I) Of the importance of little things (for 
instance, a casting-vote) in forming the turning-point of 
great consequences; (2) Of a man's being benefited, pro- 
moted, and enriched, in spite of himself, and contrary to his 
own wishes and intentions. It was in this way. 
In I 168 
rr. Clea\'er, being then a Fellow of Brasenose, 
offered hin1self as a candidate for the office of Librarian to 
the Bodleian, and was opIJosed by 1\Ir. Price of Jesus 
College. The contest was so close, that, after a long polling 
in Convocation, l\Ir. Price was elected by a nzajonlj' 0/ only 
on' 'l'ole. 1\lr. Cleaver anù his friends, of course, greatly 
lamented the result; but he wa
 not left long to repine at 
what he considered a great misfortune. He did, what nlany 


1 Deighton's picture of him, intended. of course, as one in a series of 
'Oxford Ca1Ïcatures.' was really an unexaggerated representatioll, 
allowing for a little extravagance in the coloming. The 
ame may be 
said of his Bi
hop Parsons,-both being excellent likenesses. 
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a n1an had better have done who has sat down 1, contented 
with academical success in honours or income, for the rest 
of a long dull life, - that is, he looked beyond Oxford and 
Brasenose for occupation and preferment, and found both in 
the Buckingham family (then in the ascendant), in which he 
becan1c a tutor, and from which he eventually obtained 
a bishopric. 
Had he succeeded to the place of Librarian, .he would 
probably have ended his days (as old 1\lr. Price did) in 
superintending the countless volumes of the Bodleian 2. 
l\Ir. Price held the office forty-five years, having lived to 
be a very old n1an. His successor, Dr. Bandinel, reached 
his eightieth year, having scarcely begun to enjoy the well- 
earned pension on which he retired from the Proto. Bibli- 
othecarian duties of forty-seven years 3. 
But to return to Dr. Cleaver, the peg on which this digres- 


J :\bking Oxford his little world, and viewing everything through the 
medium of a College and Common-room atmosphere. Dr. Cleaver in 
after-life might have said, ' Had I been elected LibraIian, I should never 
have been a hi
hop:-as Dr. Prideaux a hundred years before had said, 
in reference to a still greater lise, , If I had been made palish-clerk of 
Ugborow (my early object of ambition" I had never been Bishop of 
\\"orce::.ter.' 
2 By-the-bye, that moth-like living in the close air of a Public Library 
seems by no means to tend to shorten life, either in a case like Mr. 
Price's, in whose time no attempt was made to warm the place, or in 
that of Dr. llandinel, during whose time, after several experiments 
(\\ hich either fell short of success, or went too far), the Library was 
at length effectually \\ armed, and more attention paid to air and 
ventilation. ' 
3 I was going to say' forty-seven years' work,' but was checked by the 
· Recollection' of a Jell d'e..prit by Dr. Cotton of Ch1Íst Church (himself 
formerly one of the Sub-librarians) which was printed for private circu- 
lation. and of which the greater part is given in my 'Recollections' 
for 18 I 9, 
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",ion has been hung,-and again n1erely to append to his 
name and College one more' Recollection' in the form of 
another digression. Dr. Barker, his predecessor as Principal 
of Bra
eno
e, died in 1785, and tradition, Collegiate or 
.A.c ad (' 111 ie, has handed down nothing concerning him. In 
fact, I only mention him in ordcr to conncct him with a 
respectable old man of the name of Barker, who lived, as 
1 remember, in a small house 1 in what was thcn Cat (or 
St. Catherine's) Street; that old Jnan was butler of Brase- 
nose, and (I was always told) brother to the late Principal, 
Dr. Barker. Such family anolnalics were not so uncommon 
in Oxford sonlC few years ago as they are now. 
The year 1809 (in which Dr. Clea'"er died) took from us, 
by his rcsignation and retirement into his 'otium CUIU 
dignitate,' a great and di
tinguishcd character, Dr. c.yrz1 
Jc.lckson, Dcan of Christ Church. _\t all events he was, both 
in and out of Oxford, a very influential person. lIe had the 
great credit of a
sisting largely in the important task of 


1 That house, \\ ith scveral others adjoining. was pulled down to make 
room for Dr. 
lachride's hou
e. as J)rincipal of l\bgdalen Hall, in 1822. 
\Yhat I ha\c here called Cat Stleet, or St. Catherine's, is probably what 
Antony \\T ood calls School Stn::ct, or Shydiard Street, i. e. Yicus Schedi- 
asticorum. Thi::. in the Engli
h translation of II uber is called · the 
Street of 
borl-balld \\ riters.' \\ ere they not rather (as in the Psalms) 
'rt'lldy-writers: i. e. copyists, necessarily employed before printing 
existed? The term · schcdiastici' (from the Greek root oXÉðov, propè) 
would he more literally translated (writers at balld,' than · short-baud 
writers,'-who (if tbeir art tben Existed) would rather have been called 
brachygraphers or tachygraphers. [I have since met with the following 
statement :-' Plutnch says of Cicero that he dispersed about the !-'enate- 
house several e}.pert wliters, whom he taught to make certain figmes, 
and who put do\\ n all that he said in little short strokes, equivalent to 
words.' Guardian Paper.] Hearne thinks' that Schidyart Street \as he 
spells it) was Shieldyard Street, where shield-makers formerly liyed.' 
There was also a Ilall calk,..] Shield Hall. 
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framing the 'Public Examination Statute,' which has done 
so much to\\ ards raising the character of the stuùies of 
Oxford. IIis own College (or rather his 'House,' as he al- 
ways correctly called it) probably never stood so high before. 
He took care to keep up a supply of clever tutors, and 
patronised industry and talent among his Chaplains, Com- 
moners, and Servitors, as well as his Students. He had a 
wonderful tact in n1anaging that most unmanageable class 
of Undergraduates, Noblemen 1. Even there he could dis- 
tinguish and vary his treatment according to character; 
e. g. having one day overheard one of that class call out 
to his compeers, 'I say, who will go anywhere and do 
anything?' he at once advised his removal from Oxford, 
to do son1ething, or anything, or nothing some'lvhere else. 
Certainly there was a much larger show of gold tassels in his 
time than at any period since 2. 
1 Perhaps a good deal of that management consisted in letting them 
manage themselves, or what is called' giving them their head.' It is 
but justice to Christ Church to say that in the then low state of our 
Public Exercises, the private Examinations at Christ Church had attained 
considerable efficiency under Dean Jackson's superintendence. 
2 The recent statute, which enables Noblemen to decline the privilege 
and costume of their rank, may certainly lead them to study and live 
like other young men' by falling into the ranks;' it may also save them 
from being' pillaged and preyed upon' (out of College at least); but they 
might have been allowed, nay, required (spectaculi causâ. and in return 
for this indulgence) to appear in their splenùid gowns and caps in the 
Theatre at the Commemoration and on Royal visits. I may here men- 
tion, in the chain of my , Recollections,' the customary attendance of 
the young K oblemen at St. :Mary's in their full dress-gowns, at what 
were called the' Court-days,' their servants robing them at the church- 
gate, and, after sern1On, unrobing their impatient young masters. Those 
Court-day services and sermons have been authoritatiyely discontinued, 
excepting those on her 
Iajesty's Accession. The rich gowns, however, 
and their wearers do not 
bow on that occa:;ion; loyalty now-a-days doe..; 
not like display and ceremony. 
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I Ie was all but idolised by Christ Church men, and the 
fact of their setting up his ponderous statue (1 will not say to 
be worshipped) in the Cathedral is a standing proof of some 
such feeling \ One thing is certain, that 'Christ Church 
pride 2' and Christ Church exclusiveness never ran so high 
as they did regnallfe G..yrzllo. It was notorious that the young 
. . 
men of' Christ Church (sufficiently elated by their position 
and numbers) were discouraged from forming acquaintances 
out of their own Society, and that no one was allowed to 
read with a private tutor of another College. 
Of University ::-;ennons at Christ Church in Iny Under- 
graduate days I have but little recollection; I quite well, 
however, reniember that the Dean's sennons were always 
well attcnded. N or do I forget thc apparent zest with which 
he smacked his liPs (a peculiar action of his), as he once 
enunciated his text (first duly gi\"en in English) in what he 
called upon us to obser\"e as 'the almost classical Greek of 
St. J amcs' (i. 8), 'AlI
p ô;o/vxor ÙKanÎaTaTór Èan Èv '1ítÍams- TaLS- 
óôoLr aVTov, 'A double-minded man is unstable in all his 
wars.' This was, 1 think, in 180 3 3. 


1 Atropos to statues (and Christ Church statues in particular) I may 
here introduce the leaden one of 
lercury, which stood (on one foot) 
in the middle of the Tom-Quad. fountain, and was the subject of many 
practical jokes among the Undergraduates of the College. "Then the 
fountain was frozen over, Mercury sometimes appeared in the morning 
curiously adorned and arrayed. Wheì however, on one occa
ion, the 
· ::\Iessenger of the gods' left his pedestal and attached himself to the 
Dean's knocker \\ ith a saucy epistle in hi:; hand, he was condemned as 
a nuisance, and sent to the plumber's to be melted down into some 
humbler but safer form. 

 As it was tben commonly called and classified at the head of various 
shades of Oxford pride. 
3 It was said that his brother, Dr. 'Yilliam Jackson, in an Cniyersity 
sermon at Christ Church, gravely remarked \on some doctrine or other), 
· St. Paul says so and so,-and I partly agree with him! ' 
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The Dcan and his brother, Dr. \VilIiam Jackson, had 
each a share in the early education of George IV. and his 
brother the Duke of York. \Vhen offcred a bishopric again 
and again, the Dean was reported to have added at last to 
his repeated 'Nolo cpiscopari,' 'Try \VilI,-he'lI take it;' 
and so ' \VilI' did. Assuredly the royal pupils did no credit, 
nay, must have caused many a pang to the brothe-r-tutors. 
Cyril Jackson was often called' The Great Dean,' in com- 
parison (it may be presun1ed) with some small ones before 
hÏIn. In the following little scene, howcver, he does not 
appear so very great:- 


SCEXE, Tom Quad. Time, 10 A.M. 


Dean. 'Get on faster, can't you, :Mason; we are late.' 
Verger. 'Please, :Mr. Dean, we are in very good time.' 
D.:atl (after a few steps, as slow as ever). 'Get 011, I say, 
Iason, you 
old fool.' 
Verger. 'Old, if you please, Mr. Dean, but no fool.' 
Dean (apologetic to tbe old Yerger). '\Yell, Mason, don't be affronted; 
but you must allow, you are the first of your family that 
ever wore a gown.' 
Verger. 'Ì\ 0 indeed, Sir, not by a good many.' 
Deall. 'How so, l\lason?' 
Vtrger. '\\-hy. Sir, my mother wore one, and my grandmother too!' 
(Tintinnabulus cessat; introit Decanus; Yirgifer \ ictol" cvadit.) 


Dr. Jackson, aftcr resigning his Deanery in 1809, lived in 
perfect retirement at Felphan1, close to the sea, near Bognor. 
I once had the great pleasure of finding him there, having 
walked over from Littlehampton for the chance of seeing 
him. lIc was sitting vcry much as he is represented by his 
statue 1, but, of course, without the paraphernalia of his 


1 And by the fine painting of him (in the hall of Christ Church), 
from \\hich Challtrey modelled the statue. 
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Doctor's gown and large wig. He was simply dressed as 
a fine, venerable old man, without anything decidedly clerical 
in his appearance; his large Oxford wig was replaced by a 
very simple, one-curled, brown wig, which was surmounted 
by a large, broad-brimmed, black straw-hat. lIe conversed 
with me for some time, showing a lively interest in the state 
of things at Oxford; I shall not soon forget the impression 
made by that interview. As he thus sat on a chair, placed 
for him near the edge of the low cliff and facing the sea, 
with his hands (one of thenl holding a golden snuff-box) 
clasped upon the top of his walking-stick, he looked greater 
and grander than I ever thought him (in his greatest and 
grandest days), when walking stately in 'Tom Quadrangle,' 
every cap (as was then the custom) being off the head, even 
of Tutors and Noblemen, while he was in sight 1. 
Dr. .Flail, who succeeded Cyril Jackson as Dean 2 of 
Christ Church in 1809, was a very handsome, clever nlan, 
and had been a distinguished tutor; he was a good preacher 
and a Ba1npton Lecturer. IIaving subsequently exchanged 
the Deanery of Christ Church for that of Durhaln, he was 


1 The only exception, curiously enough, applied to the Scouts, who 
were ordered by him to wear (and to keep on) a leathern fur-cap while 
in the quad., because he one day mistook and addressed a good-looking 
member of that class as one of his Undergraduates. Dr. Tatham, who 
was always opposed to Dr. Jackson, writes bitterly of him in one of 
his addresses to Convocation, in ISIC : 'The great Choriphæus [of the 
Exam. Statute] is fled from the field of action: he has left a few sugar- 
plumbs (sic) which he could not take himself, in the mouths of his 
foremen: 
2 I do not pretend to know \\ hat Dean it was, " ho (on recei,-ing a 
civil but rather silly note to this effect, 'The Dean of Oriel presents his 
compliments to the Dean of Christ Cbllrcb, and requests '-so and so) 
n:pliec1, ' Alexander the Great sends greeting to Altxander tbe copper-smith, 
and '-so and so. 
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cut off by death before he had had time to benefit by the 
change. 


Dr. Samuel Smith, the next Dean of Christ Church (in 
1824), though an aboriginal Christ Church n1an, never 
seeJned quite at home in his position; he was indeed highl} 
respected, and under his Deanship Christ Church was not 
so stiff-starched as it had been; but (as the result showed) it 
was not a case of 'the right man in the right place.' At the 
end of seven years a negotiation 1 was successfully carried 
out, and Dr. Smith gave up the Christ Church Deanery and 
succeeded to the 'Golden Stall' at Durham; exchanging, 
that is, with Dr. Gaisford, who was supposed to long, not 
so much for the Deanery of Christ Church (which in twenty- 
four years of subsequent experience he found it hard work 
to manage), as for the Curatorship and use of the Bodleian 
Library and the superintendence of the University Press. 
And so, Oxford had the advantage of weIcolning its great 
Greek scholar to a permanc11t residence,-the Regius Profes- 
-;orship of Greek 2, with its Æ40 a year, being now compen- 
sated by the ct2000 of the Deanery. 


1 How such a negotiation is managed, and by whom, nobody (at least 
among- the uninitiated) ever knows; it would seem to be done by a sort 
of Ministerial hocus-pocus, and den!;'lg out tbe cards afresh. In other 
professions it would be called 'chopping and changing;' but when 
good comes of it (as it did in this case) who has a right to complain? 
2 Dr. Gaisford had already held that Profess?rship for twenty years; 
-he never indeed gave a single lecture, but satisfied his own con- 
<;cience and (it seemed) the requirements of others, by his labours in 
connection with Greek authors. He had always a large private income, 
...0 that he could not, like Goldsmith's parson, be said to be 


'rassing rich on forty pounds a year.' 
N 
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Dr. Johll Smith, 1\Iaster of Pen1broke College 1 (1796 to 
1809), was distinguished atnong the 'Heads' of hi
 day by 
having been a traveller, though I never heard that it was to 
any great extent. .At all events, it was then confessedly rare 
in his class even to have 'crossed the water.' Dr. Smith 
ne\"er published his Travels, but he was said to have exer- 
cised so largely in socièty what is called 'the traveller's 
privilege' in relating and embcllÙh/l1g the stories of his 
travels, as to have gained the sobn'quet of 'Sinbad the 
Sailor.' 
Pembroke College, in size and appearance and as a place 
of education, was humble indeed in comparison with what 
it has become since Dr. Jeune became its :\Iaster. 


1 Cntil Pembroke College was, not many years since, new-fronted 
and enlarged, it \\ as not very distinguishable from the old adjacent 
Almshouse, \\ hich gives a decent lodging (with a small weekly pay- 
ment) to a half-dozen old men, whose qualification is to have served in 
the army. Some forty or fifty years ago the Chri",t Church Chapter, to 
whom the patronage belongs, resolved upon pulling down the building, 
which had been neglected, and \\as certainly in a disreputable state. 
J.Votice to quit was accordingly given to the occupants, whose number 
had been suffered to die off. One of them, howe\'er, a fine old Scotch- 
man, named Carrick (who, after serving in the army, had been the old 
dI il1-
ergeallt of our \ ulunteel: Corps), coolly resisted the Notice, re- 
minding the Chapter that he held his place from the same source and 
by the same tenure * ..1.S they held theirs. The old Sergeant gained the 
day, and the Christ Church authorifes wisely gave up the destructive 
for the restorative process. A building which was rapidly going to 
decay was made not only a comfortable asylum for the old almsmen, 
but externally as respectable a bui]ding as some of our Colleges and 
Halls. 


.. Peshall in his History of Oxford says, that 'Henry VIII, taking upon 
him to perfer.t \V olsey's College, settled also the number of alnu,men to be 
'24, and each of them to have <C6 pro ann.-which,' he adds, 'continues to 
this day,'-i.e. Iïï5. 
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Dr. BCldmore, \Varden of :1\lerton College (from 1790 to 
t 8 10), lcd a very quiet, gentlemanly life in his fine old Col- 
lege, which was becoJning, in his \\. ardenship, yearly more 
and more, not a provision and permanent residence for 
ecclesiastical students (as the Founder intended it), but a 
pleasant, occasional resort, a kind of Club-house (as All 
Souls had already becolne) for n1en of good family, with 
now and then a dash of military titles 1 . Dr. Berdlnore him- 
self was an estilnable man. In the days of his pr
decessor, 
\Varden Barton (a notorious punster 2 ), he had been the 
subjcct of a practical witticism. Dr. Barton gave a dinner 
one da) and invited ::\Ir. Rook of his own College, ::\lr. 
Crowe of Xcw College, ::\1r. \Yoodcock of Christ Church, 
and ::\1r. Partridge of 13rascnose,-who, according to ex- 
press invitation, were punctual at 5 o'clock. '\Yell, Gentle- 
111en,' said the elaborate wit, 'I think I have got almost 
"all the birds of the air," but we must wait a little for 
one bird more.' :1\11'. Berdmore had been purposely in\'ited 
at 5.303. 
Dr. Berdmore undertook the office of ''"Ice-Chancellor, but 
gave it up after a year's trial, preferring (it Inay be pre- 


lOne Fellow died quite recently, having been for some years a Gene- 
ral in the army. 
2 I>unsters, or word-torturers, have never been wanting in Oxford. 
· Terræ Filius' in 1726 gives what he calls a · Supplement to the Oxford 
Jests,' and concludes with the following: 'The Rev. Dr. Del.l1l1le 
ha\ing lately preached an e>..cellent sermon before the University against 
JIoadly the Bishop of Bangor, a Christ Clli.tch man observed, "that 
the Doctor was to be applauded; for (added he) the Bishop ought to 
be de-laUJn'd." , 
3 · So, gentlemen, I hear that you are thinking of putting up an organ 
in our chapel,' said the same \Varden to his Fellows; 'and if you do, 
I beg leave to say, "I'll put a stop to it." , X. B. This was not the 
College which having suppressed its choir at the Refonnation and 
:N 2 
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sun1ed) his wonted ease to public duties. Things were lax 
enough at )\Ierton in his days, but they became worse in 
those of his successor, Dr. Vaug-han. The ghost of \Yalter 
de ::\Ierton might well be said to have appeared in the 
College; but whether it did o
 not, something of his sþirit 
returned when l\Ierton produced (or adopted) such men 
for Fellows as l\Iessrs. Denison, IIamilton, Adams, Hob- 
house, &c. 13acked by their energy, 'Varden 1\Iarsham, a 
family-man as well as a man of family, in a few years saw 
his College restored to a state and reputation which, as the 
original pattern-College, it should never have lost; he has 
seen it become not only a valuable school of education 
by the election of first-rate men as Yellows and Tutors, but 
also a nursery for studious theologians and active paro- 
chial clergYlnen. l\Iay it so continue I 


Dr. Ford, Principal of l\Iagdalen IIan and Professor of 
..
rabic, died in 1813, haying been Principal twenty- five 
years. lIe had been Professor before he was made IIead 
of the I Iall, and was considered a good scholar 1 in that 
department. He did not, however, give many public signs 
of it while living, and left no proofs of it behind hinl. 
IIaving married a lady nearly connected with the then 
Bishop of Hereford, he was promoted to a Canonry in that 
Cathedral. Both the Doctor and his Lady 
vere shrinkingly 


transferred the fund from the chapel to the hall, was said e to dine every 
day on its choristers.' 
1 Oriental learning (we are told) fell into disrepute after the Restora- 
tion; Pococke, the first Laudian Professor, fell ill at Oxford. The 
Arabic Professor at Cambridge, Dr. Castell in (1666), one day, in a 
pleasant mood, is said to have stuck this Notice on the School-door. 
e Pra.lector linguæ Arabicæ 
ras ibit in desertum.' 
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hy, and of rather an un-English appearance, On one 
occasion, however, he was said to have exhibited English 
pluck and feeling, when he roughly turned out of his house 
a conceited young Curate of St. Peter's-in-the-East, who 
(without any previous acquaintance) called one morning on 
the Doctor and offered himself to him as a son-in-law, on 
the ground that 'l\Iiss Ford had for some time looked 
favourab(y upon him at church 1 !' 


.Dr. Eveleigh, Provost of Oriel (who died in 18 I 4), was a 
truly venerable 'l-Iead;' very iUlposing in appearance with 
his large wig, his slow and solelnn gait, his mild but rather 
lnelancholy countenance and his gown and cassock which he 
constantly wore. lIe had the reputation of great piety, and 
Ii ved to see his College arrive at the highest pitch of repu- 
tation and success, in the persons of the Fellows (the' creanl 
of the University') and of the class-men who were the pupils 
of those Fellows. Corpus gave up to Oriel its best Scholars, 
l\Iagdalen its Demies, and Christ Church its distinguished 


1 The Doctor's daughter was young. very pretty, and too modest and 
shy (like her parent::;) to have given cause for such impertinence. That 

lrs. Ford was rather an odd character may be inferred from a little 
domestic incident, thus related to me by a gentleman: 'I was: he said, 
, one day in the market-place in the town of Ledbury, waiting to see the 
Oxford and Hereford coach change horses; and as I came up to the 
lnn-door, whom should I see suddenly dra\\ ing back into a corner of 
the coach but my friend, Mrs. Ford! Xotwithstal1ding her evident wish 
not to be noticed, I looked in and said, " ntaT' me, 1\lrs. Ford, can it be 
you returning to Hereford, which you left but yesterday for Oxford? 
\\ hat is the matter?" u Oh !" she answered, "I am travelling guite 
Ùzcog.; please don't say at Oxford that you sa" me,- for I am going 
back upo,z tbe sly, to fetch all my keys, a whole bunch,-which I unfor- 
tunate1y left behind at IIerefo:-cl.'" 
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ServitorI, l\Ir. Davison, to swell the galaxy of talcnt and 
scholarship. which by this very process left other Colleges in 
con1parative obscurity. l\lention has already been made of 
the honourable fact, that Dr. Eveleigh shared with Dean Cyril 
Jackson and Dr. Parsons the labour of framing the first Public 
Exatnination Statute. lIe tnarried the daughtcr of a former 
Provo
t, Dr. Clarke, and It1t one daughter, well provided for. 
Dr. Eyc1eigh was succeeùed in the Ileadship by a great man 
(academically speaking), Dr. Copleston, afterwards Dean of 
St. Paul's and Bishop of Llandaff2. 


Dr. Isham, \Varden of All Souls (from 1793 to 1817), 
was a fine, venerable-looking n1an 3 , and that without the aid 
of a wig. lIe did not trouble himself with any academical 
matters beyond those of his o,vn quiet, aristocratic College. 
That quiet repose was indeed striking and melancholy to 
any onc who ventured within All Souls quadrangles; - there 
being no Undergraduates within the walls, except three or 


1 Oae Chri-;t Church Servitor, J"bll J.llaltbias Turllcr, who' gained the 
Honours' in 1804, was advised by the Oriel authorities not to offer him- 
self (as he had intended) for an Oriel Fellowship, ' because his mother, 
a widow, was ;,Z bmillts<; at no great distance from the College I' lIe 
con
equently extended his views bEyond Oxford, and, after an honourable 
career in private tutorship at Eton, went out as Bishop of Calcutta, 
where he died after a short episcopate. 
'2 Dr. Eveleigh is further mentioned .in the chapter' De Bedell is ') in 
connection with the Terminal Latin Litany and Holy Communion. 
3 The portrait of him, hanging in the hall of his College, will testify 
to that ;-being a good painting of a fine old man. All Souls College 
has of late undergone such changes of a serious kind, that it may well 
have dropped the absurd annual ceremony called 'The :Mallard.' 
Hearne s
ys, 'All Souls ".Jlfallard" was kept as usual,-i. e. with 
a supper, and drinking all night,-and singing "The song of the 
:Mallard !" I 
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four Bible-clerks, who were expected to eat their commons 
quietly, speak (when they did speak in the quadrangle) under 
their breath, and get a Degree as tht!)l could. Dr. Isham, 
like Dr. Berdmore, trÙd the office of Vice-Chancellor; but 
gave it up (as Dr. Berdmore had done) at the end of one 
year 1 ! I have nothing farther to say of this fine, old, gen- 
tlemanly Head of a House, except the fact (which might in 
some measure account for his high bearing) that he was 
born, bred, lived, and died in the atmosphere. of academical 
dignity,; not only having lived to become the \Varden of 
All Souls, but having been born, and, as it were, appren- 
ticed to the business, in the 'Lodgings' of his father, 
Dr. Euseby Isham 2 , Rector of Lincoln College ;-a coin- 
cidence (or rather a sequence) which perhaps had never 
occurred before, except in the case of Dr. Samuel Fell, 
Dean of Christ Church in ] 638, and his son Dr. John Fell, 
Dean in 1660. 


Dr. Samuel Gaun/lett was \Varden of New College from 
I79-t- to 1822. Of him, as my own \Varden and kind patron, 
I must be allowed to write at some length. He was elected 
\Varden, though the least popular of three candidates at the 
time of his election. After repeated meetings of the Fellows 
and as many unsatisfactory scrutinies (kept up till the last 
day, on which, if no election were n1ade, the choice would 
have lapsed to the Visitor), the supporters of 1\Iessrs. Le T\Ie- 
surier and Sismore, finding they could not gain the required 


1 And yet the duties of the office, toward
 the close of the last cen- 
tury, were not half so laborious as they have siI?-ce become. 
2 Hearne tclls us that this Rector of Lincoln, in his early days of 
Headship, told him' that a fair offer of marriage had been made to 
him'-by a lady; and that his answer (' which he read to me') was 
, that at prcsent he was not inclined to alter his state of life.' 
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majority of the F el10ws then present, finally voted for a third 
man, Dr. (then l\Ir.) Gauntlctt, that they might at least dis- 
appoint their opponents' candidate. The event showed that, 
in spite of themselves, they had chosen the best man. He 
was indeed no great scholar, beyond the usual standard of 
\Vinchester men. Of his rivals, l\Ir. Le l\Iesurier was the 
most talented, and had tåken orders after practising some 
years as a barrister!. He subsequently (i. e. in 1807) 
preached the' Bampton Lectures,' and his discourses were, 
at least, remarkable for a vehement antagonism to (what for 
many years was called) 'Catholic Emancipation;' a vehe- 
mence which gained for hiln the patronage of the Bishop 
of Durham. l\Ir. Sismore retired upon a Fellowship at 
'Yinchester, which he held to extreme old age 2. 
But to return to Dr. Gauntlett. On his election to the 
\Vardenship he assumed' the big-wig' (though of a mode- 
rate 
ize 3), and with his quiet and rathcr solemn deportment, 
looked, as he stood statue-like in thc chapel, the beau-ideal 
of a \Vardcn 4. The only difference at morning and at 
evening service was, that at the latter the statue had a slight 


1 A trànsition more easily managed, and therefore more frequent, in 
those days than now. 
2 As a proof of a strange and perverted taste, it may be mentioned 
that the fine oak roof in the hall of .Kew College was taken down, 
and a flat plastered ceiling sub!'tituted for it, near the end of the last 
century; and that 
Ir. Sismore to hb dying day used to boast of his 
share in the work. · Sir,' he would say, 'that elegant improvement 
was made" me consule"-when I was Bursar!' 
e\"enty years after- 
wards a noble roof of oak was replaced. 
3 And that wig in his latter years gradually diminished in size. 
4 It used to be said, that he fixed his eyes on a particular stone of the 
chapel pavement on entering his stall and never removed them till the 
service ended. It \\ as often found, however, that he did see what \Va::; 
passing, and very sharply too. 
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glow 1 on its face which was wanting in the morning. J Ie 
was a fine, well-built man, indeed a good type of the then 
Oxford dignitary. IIis attendance at chapel was most ex- 
emplary; not because he liked choir-service or understood 
choral music (for he had no ear or taste for either), but 
because he was the only disciplinarian there in those lax 
times. 
Dr. Gauntlett's knowledge of business and his attention 
to the management and improvement of the College estates 
were duly appreciated by the Society, and were attended 
with a great improvement in the value of the Fellowships 2. 
The \Varclen was no theologian, but he sometimes took his 
turn to preach at S1. :\Iary's. 
After he had been \Varden about twelve years, he be- 
thought himself of r.aarrying. Indeed his home and table 
must have been very solitary, as he had lost his old friends 
and cotemporaries in the College, and, except at an annual 
dinner, rarely invited any of the Society to his table. IIaving 
screwed up his courage to the change, he called to mind 
(it was said) an 'old love' in the person of a widow lady, 
the sister of one of his former cotemporaries 3. Being hin1- 
self a sensible, straightforward person, and judging the lady 


1 This glow (it is fair to add) \\ as only the natural and genial accom- 
paniment of a post-prandimz chapcl-seryice. [The dinner-hour then \\ as 
4.30 and the 
ervice 'was at ó p.m. The earliest College dinner-hour 
which I remem ber "as at Christ Church, at 3 p.m., where there was 
also a show of !;upper at 9. But that dinner-hour gradually became 
later, as the meal \\ as often an unfrequented ceremony; and the hall 
supper. which had been for some time represented by a Servitor carrying 
up a single di:.;h, was discontinued.] 

 This improvement" as not confined to the "-arden's endowment 
and the income of the Fellows, but was liberally extended to other 
members of the Society. 
:J That cotcmporary, :\1r. Yaldon, was the last of the old set of 
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(from his former knowledge of her) to be the same, he is 
said to have written his proposal in a brief epistle, requesting 
a speedy answer-l7"es or 1\
o. The answer in the affirma- 
tive duly arrived; the wedding soon took place; and New 
Col1ege (I may :;ay Oxford society generally) received in 
l\Irs. Gauntlett (accompanied by an amiable niece) the valu- 
able addition of a most kind-hearted, unaffected lady. Being 
herself genial and hospitably social, she soon made her 
husband, to a certain extent, the same. 
\Varden Gauntlett, during his IIeadship of 27 years, 
though an occasional attendant at the Hebdomadal Board, 
and likely enough to have spoken his mind there with sturdy 
honesty, never gained any notoriety out of his own College 1: 


Fellows who (not liking the then newly-introduced luxury of Turkey 
carpets) often adjourned to smoke their pipe in a little room opposite 
to the Senior Common-room, now appropriated to other uses, but then 
kept as a smoking-room. Had he lived to our days he might have com- 
pany in his' cloud-compelling' enjoyment (as 1>r. Parr called it); though 
he 
\'ould find his fa\'ourite bowling-greçn now turned into an archery- 
ground. 
It was in the time of "9arden Coxhead (Hearne tells us) that a door 
was made out of his Lodgings into the Lane-' a thing,' he adds, 'much 
taken notice of! · 
1 Indeed it was tbell. a st1Ïking feature of that College (""arden, 
Fellows, and Scholars) to 
hut themseh-es up very much \\ ithin their 
0\\ n Society, not troubling themselves with other bodies or taking much 
interest in UniveIsity matters. This was chiefly, though not entirely, 
the natural result of their clinging proudly, but not \\isely. to their pri\'i- 
lege of priva1e College Exami1lation for the Degree of B._\. An auxiliary 
cause was the habit of treating each other and thinking of each other 
as still school-fellows, if not school-boys. Having then no Commoners 
(and only an occasional Gentleman-Commoner), and moving all pretty 
much in the same \\Ïnchester groove, they did not leep pace with the 
stirring improvements in the education and studies of the place. The 
Wykehamical pride of scbolarsbip, excusable in former days, \\ a
 now 
satisfied with an occasional prize for Latin \
 erse. 
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nor did he make any effort to rouse his Society from the 
lethargy that was spreading through it, or to sweep away 
the cloud which was yearly growing darker and thicker by 
comparison with the atmosphere without, which was be- 
c0111ing brighter and clearer. There was plenty of Clas- 
slcal scholarshiP in the College, perhaps more than in Inost 
other Colleges at that time; but there was nothing more, 
except in name. It required, therefore, more stirring energy 
and a higher appreciation of science than Dr. Gauntlett 
possessed, to work a change and free his College from the 
fetters of its cherished' prà'lÏege.' 
That privilege had been properly gÎ\-en to \Vykeham, 
because his College, with the previous advantage of his 
fan10us School, then stood n1uch higher in grammatical and 
classical knowledge (the only knowledge then valued) than 
the rest of the University. But now a change had corne 
over the studies of Oxford; the Tutors of the other Colleges 
had awaked frOln their sluInber. But the state of things 
remained unchanged at New College till TVardell Shuttle- 
worth (Dr. Gauntlett's successor)-himself a man of talent, 
with a philosophic mind and a vast fund of general infor. 
n1J.tion-succeeded in rousing his College to the necessity 
of a ch<lnge, and persuaded them to drop their privilege and 
go i11to the Schools for a Public Examination 1. 


I The prh'ilcge of taking the Degree without' SlIPflicnting the Grace 
of the House' (as men of other Colleges do) is still retained in the case 
of Scholars or Fellows of 
ew CoBege,-having, I sUVlJose, ne\"er been 
formally relill'Jui,'hed. Indeed the privileged Examination "as never 
(quoad Academiam) FOR'IALLY relinquished: the only change was, that 
about 18 38 New College men quietly put down their names (like other 
men) in the E)"amination List, and went into the Schools to get their 
Tc
tamur. The wisdom of evading the C Supp1icatio' after dropping 
the e.'sentinl privilege of a private Examination (with which it was origi. 
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Dr. Gauntlett, however, quitted the scene before any such 
, z11nO'l'aliolls' were introduced. But it is time to end this 
long Reminiscence of one to whose patronage I have been 
so much indebted. 


Dr. TVÙzslaltlè)' was Principal of St. Alban 11all from 1796 
to 1823, during which period it could hardly oe called a 
place of eùucation, there being seldom n10re than a couple 
or two of members resident at the same time, and they 
generally Gentlen1en-Con1ffioners, in statu (sed non ætate) 
pupillari. Dr. \Vinstanlcy early in life married a daughter 
of l\Ir. Dlellkinsop, Clerk of the Schools, and by so doing 
vacated a Fellowship in Her!ford Collt'ge of the value of Æ I 5 
a year! 'IIertford College!' (an Undergraduate will say); 
'\Vhere in the world is that?' I answer, 'It is nowhere, 
but it once actually was, and stood where l\Iagdalen Hall 
now stands, but on a somewhat smaller scale.' At the 
beginning of the last century lIar! lIal1 was rather flourish- 
ing as a Hall, but it had the n1isfortune to get an ambitious 
man, Dr. Newton 1, for its Principal. He must have been 
an influential as well as an ambitious man, to succeed, as he 
did, in getting his Hall changed 2 into a College. Of course 


nally coupled, and of "hich it was the crown and supplement) is not 
very apparent. 
1 Hearne says, 'The four Fellows were endowed hy Dr. Newton 
(commonly said to be fOU1zder-mad) with .f6o among the four.' See 
Dr. Bliss's Reliquiæ IIearnianæ, p. 8......... 
:: On this weak peg {Hertford College) I venture to hang rather a 
long note (and that a tardy one) on a question already settled and about 
a name already given. I cannot, howe,"er, withhold the expression of 
"onder that the building in honour of the venerated John Keble should 
have been CL'llled a Collcge and not a Hall. 'Keble College,' I allow, 
sound
 better (by a quasi alliteration) than' Keble Hall;' but is it, in 
the usual meaning of the word at and in Oxford, really what it is called? 
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he was requireù to endow it, which he did by founding three 


Oll/ of Oxford any large building or Institution, where numbers are 
collected, may be (and in very many instances is) called a College; but at 
Oxford, where the distinction between a College and a Hall has alwa}s 
been so decidedly marked and kept up, is this tacit assumption quite faÍl 
and honest? 
It is well known that many of our Colleges (e. g. University, BaIlioJ, 
and Oriel) grew out of Halls; and by what process? By incorporation, 
Statutes, and endowment. Tutors or Teachers became Fellows, Students 
hecame Scholars. Scholars looked forward to Fellowships, Tutors to a 
College living, and all were kept in order by a body of Statutes. Ol.r 
Halls, as distinguished from Colleges, are placed under the governance 
of the University by what are called the 'Statuta Aularia;' will the 
!Zeble Institution, by calling itself a College, be exempt from that super- 
intendence? Or am I WI iting in the dark, while all the time a code of 
Statutes is prepared. Fellows and Scholars are to be elected and en- 
dowed, and preferment or retiring pensions to be provided for worn-out 
Tutors? I hope it may be so. 
Pembroke and \,"orcester are Halls expanded into Colleges; but In 
becoming so they started with a goodly array of Fello\\s, Scholars, and 
some (though at first not much) Church patronage in prospect. Even 
when Hart Hall set up to be IIertford College, Dr. Ne\\-ton not only 
ga\e it a code of stringent Statutes, but also, to con
titute its collegiate 
character, endO\\'ed it with a small body of Fellows. It 'was done, in- 
deed, ineffectually, and no wonder it came to nothing. 
All this, and more than this, has possibly been weighed and considered 
by the managers of the Keble Fund, but this question has never, I 
believe, been publicly ventilated; certainly not a word on the subject was 
uttered at the grand meeting in our Theatre in 1867. Like everyone 
eise, I contributed my mite, this scruple not having then occurred to me. 
Keble College will be ' Reble College,' and will do its work, I trust, in 
a manner \\ orthy of its name; but still- 
There's a difference not small 
'Tween a College and a I Iall, 
And I'n tell you the reasons why; 
A Hall has got no Fellows 
('Tis an organ without bellows), 
And that is one reason why. 
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Then its Tutors' stinted numlJer, 
\Yhom so many will encumber, 
Is a 
econd good rea
on why; 
They'll be chcer'd by no F oUlldation, 
1\ 0 do 111 lIs-n 0 ex pectatioll 
Of a living L
fure they die. 
The claims then arc but feeble 
Of the building rais'd to Kcble, 
(That name so great and 
o high!) 
Though rich in worth and knowledge, 
A Hall is not a College; 
.\nd these are the lcasons \\ hy. 


In 
ci
nce, knowledge, art, 
A dwarf may take his part
 
But no giant is }1e, though he try; 
\\"hatc'er its title, strive there 
To J...eep that name alive there, 
And ask no further reasons why. 


1 Dr. Newton had three successors, Dr. Sharp, Dr. Durell, who held 
the office of Yice-Chancellor (neycr obtained by Vr. Kewton), and 
Dr. Hodgson, on whose dccease no one would accept the poor Head- 
ship *, with its beggarly foundation.-loadcd, too, with absurd oaths and 
impracticable duties. 11r. Hewett, onc of the FeUows, constituted him- 
self Yice-Plincipal ;-a solicitor. named Roberson, introduced him
clf 
and his family into the Principal's' Lodgings,' at first by sufferance, on 
the pIca of keeping the place decent, but not long after assumed a quasi 
· right of possession,' with no one to say' Kay.' Emboldened by his 
example, other persons took possessiOl of rooms, and strange charackrs 
they were :-a5 if being · half-cracked' were a qualification for admis- 
sion! In short, it became such a nuisance, that the University authorities 
a

umed the pO\\er of shutting up poor IIcrtfurd College. Indeed. a 


* In most Colleges in Oxford it is said that a Headship is equal (in emolu- 
ment) to three Fellowships: according to this standard the Headship of 
Hertford College would be .e45 a year J To this, however, would be added 
a varying profit from the rent of TOcms, never very numerous.-the best of 
them forming the Principal's Lodgings. 
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that slnall number was seldom filled. After Dr. 'Vinstanley 
no namcs occur but those of two Fellows, named IIewett 
and Carpenter, clever, odd mcn, but both considered to be 
, ha!f-crackt'd.' 
Rut to return to Dr. 'Yinstanley and St. Alban Hall. lIe 
had been Canlden .Professor of Ancient History ever since 
1790, and at the death of Dr. \Vhite (who held the Hebrew 
Professorship with the Laudian Chair of Arabic) Dr. \Vin- 
stanley (in 18 I....) succeeded to the latter also. That he 
discharged the duties of his two Professorships we may take 
for granted; the fact that he ever had a class does not come 
within Iny , Recollections;' but I do remember that, though 
himself a remarkably plain, pur-blind old man, he had a 
daughter with a lovely face, classic features, and a peifec/ 
figure [a 'syllogism in A.A.A.' an eminent logician called 


part of it,-a lath and plaster building (of considerable height and con- 
taining at least a dozen sets of rooms\-fcll down one morning "ith a 
great crash and a dense cloud of dust. In one of those sets Charles Fox 
had resided, and from his window '" ould sometimes address an Oxford 
mob. ;-so at least it was tn...ditionally affirmed in Hertford College. 
Next to shutting up the late College, came the idea of disposing of its 
site and ruins; and this was soon effected by giving them up to Magdalen 
College, as a place to \\'hich that Society might (by obtaining an Act of 
Parliament) transfer old Magdalen llall, which had long been found to 
be · nimium vicina · to the College. This was carried into e>..ecution in 
1822, and the new Magdalen Hall now stands and flourishes where the 
ambitious but weak Hertford College had sunk into early but utter 
decay. 1\ 0 heir-at-Iaw claiming the property, the little chapel and some 
sets of rooms were given up to Magdalen I Iall; and what is called · The 
HertJord or University 
cholarship' was fOtijlded (in 1834) "ith the 
remaining money, by Letters Patent from the Crown, to v. horn it had 
lapsed. 


*. I think. that the author of the Oxford novel, , Reginald Dalton,' goes too 
far In speakmg of a tradition, that · Fox jumpt out of that window to join a 
Town-and-Gown row I' 



19 2 


RECOLLECTIONS OF OXFORD. 


her]. The old gentleman's heavy form and seeming dulness 
wcre forgotten by the side of the elegant daughter, who 
regularIr walked out with hinl. 
The house or 'Lodgings' in which they resided at St. 
Alban Hall formed but a poor filmilv-dwelling; and though 
it served pretty well for Dr. \Vinstanley's immediate succes- 
sor (the learned, amiablt!, but 1tJ1marrird 'Peter Elmsleyl ') 
during his short residence of only two rears, it was con- 
demned and replaced by a new house by Dr. Elnlsley's suc- 
cessor, Dr. (afterwards Archbishop) \Yhately. 
The Camden Professorship scems to have had a prescrip- . 
tive connection with the IIeadship of St. ...i\lban Hall in the 
persons of Dr. \Vinstanlcy, Dr. Elmsley and Dr. Cardwell, 
who for many rears gave lectures in that character. It is 
sad, while writing this (in 1861), that I should have to add 
his name to the nU111ber of those whom dcath has taken 
from Oxford in the midst of their uscfulness 2. 


1 Dr. Elmsley, after many years' absence (during which he had gained 
the highest reputation as a Greek scholar), found himself quite. in his 
element on his return to .Alma :Mater, her libraries, her learned press, 
and her literary society. He at once won all hearts by his kind manner 
and charming conversation. Unfortunately, from neglect of exercise 
and from studious habits in the midst of good li,-ing, he had hecome 
excessively corpulent. He died in 1825, having held the Headship of 
the Ilall and the Camden Professorship but two years. 
2 'Yith Dr. Cardwell was supposed to expire an office (that of' Secre- 
tary to the Chancellor of the University') which had no apparent duties 
and was "ithout any statutable recognition; but which. from traditioll- 
ally allowed fees (from Chancellor's Letters in connection with 1\1. A. 
Degrees), had been worth considerably more than Æ300 a year. In the 
);' ew Table of Fees (drawn up in 
Iichaelmas Term, 1 RES) the office 
was so far recognised as to limit the payment of the fees' Secretario, 
qui nunc est, Cancellarii,' that Secretary being Dr. "ynter of St. John's. 
N. B. This nominal office has since been revived; the income, ho\\- 
evcr, is limited to .t100 a year, and granted to the Secretary of the 
Chancellor' qui nunc est,' [l-heu! qui fuit-Oct. 186 9,] 
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Dr. Blackstolle, Principal of New Inn IlalI, after holding 
the Headship for thirty-seven years as a perfect sinecure 
(himself generally non-resident, without a single member on 
!he books but hiInself), at length in 183 I, after repeated and 
strong hints, both public and private, rcsigned the appoint- 
ment. lIe was a layn1an and a lawyer; nay, the \Tinerian 
Professor of Common Law. lIe resided in a large house 
close to \V oodstock, where he transacted the business of 
law-n1anager and adviser to the Duke of :Jlarlborough, and 
curator of the vast property. Dr. Blackstone was, no doubt, 
a good lawyer and an accomplished man; but he seems to 
have supported his reputation pretty much on being the son 
of the great lawyer and writer upon law, Sir \Vrn. Blackstone. 
Like him he had bcen - 1st, Fellow of All Souls; 2ndly, 
Principal of New Inn Hall; and 3rdly, Viner's Law Pro- 
fcssor; in which last character Judge Blackstone had deli- 
vered the course of lectures \vhich are said to have formed 
the basis of his famous Commentaries. 
Dr. Blackstone, on resigning the Hall, was succeeded 
by Dr. Cralllo-, \vho laboured hard to make it a place of 
education. 1 Ie actually built a few sets of roon1S, and one 
large room to serve (like that at S1. .-\lban Ilall I ) for chapel, 


1 This complication has been since corrected at St. Alhan Hall by 
the erection of a pretty little chapel; but not (it is said) without getting 
into a new complication, the chnpel, small as it Í::;, being partly (1 sup- 
pose inadvertently) built on ground belonging to Merton College, which 
seems to be only waiting for a pretext to absorb the little lIall on con- 
dition of building it else\\ here.-[ A small chapel has lately been added 
to 
cw Inn Hall also.] 
The close connection of the following anecdote ,.. ith the locality of 
Xew Inn Hall tempts me to borrow it from Sir Tlavers T\\ iss's . Life 
of Lord Eldon,' vol. i. p. 87 :-' I had a walk one day in New Inn Hall 
garden in company with Dr. Johnson, Sir Robert Chambers (then 
Principal of the Hall), and somc other gentlemcn. Sir Robert \\ as 
o 
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hall, and lecture-room. From his connection with Ch. Ch. 
(where he had been Student and Tutor) he was, for a time, 
supplied with some of their overflowings, in the shape of 
fast (and sometin1es slow) men, who wanted severally either 
more 1iberty or more patient help than Ch. Ch. Censors 
could afford to then1; both of which were supposed to be 
found in a IIaIP. New Inn Hall seems never to have been 
a very flourishing place; and as for making money there 
by recoliu"l1lJ the dross from other Societies, the very thought 
reminds one of the use which Charles I made of this very 
IIaIl when he established in it a lJIÙlt, supplied by the plate 
sollthz/her from the Colleges to be melted down and new cast 
into coin for his :\Iajesty's service. 
Dr. Cramer was Public Orator as well as Principal of the 
Hall. His learned book upon Ancient Italy, with its elabo- 
rate lnaps, remains as a proof of his scholarship; it was, 
however, sixteen years before he was promoted to a better 
and more dignified post, by his appointment to the Deanery 
of Carlisle; and when now fairly on the road to still higher 
preferment, his earthly career was stopped by death. 
gathering up snails and throwing them over the wall into his neigh- 
bour's garden. The Doctor reproached him very roughly, and stated 
to him that this was unmannerly and unneighbourly. "Sir (said Sir 
Robert), my neighbour is a Dissenter." " Oh! (said the Doctor) if so. 
Chambers, toss away, toss away as hard as you can.'" It is to be 
hoped that the pious Lexicographer \\as more than half in jest. 
] X ow and then too a plucked-man was admitted, who wished to re- 
arrange his ruffled plumage. and, having · learnt his lesson better' in 
this · locus pænitentiæ,' to try again. I beJieve it is a rule at most of the 
Colleges, that if a young man fails twice in the same School, he is ex- 
pected to leave; with, of course, a · bene decessit,' i. e. a good riddance. 
1 once heard a benevolent lady, under a strong sense of pity for unsuc- 
cessful examinées, express a wish that she was rich enough to endow 
a special lIall or College, to be called Dull-boys' College or Try-again 
Hall. 
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Dr. TouY1W) , was 'Varden of 'V ad ham from 1806 to 1831. 
On the death of Dr. 'Vills he was said to have been i12'l'lled l 
by his Society (where he had been Fellow and Tutor) to 
return to them as 'Yarden. It was considered to be a good 
and judicious choice, as he had private funds, good connec- 
tions, and an active, stirring mind, with a knowledge of the 
world picked up beyond the College walls of Oxford. 'Vad- 
ham certainly made a start under his government, which it 
has since well maintained. The 'Varden's' Lodgings' are 
so implicated with the architecture of the College (which, 
simple and unpretending, consists of large but low rooms, 
with small windows), that even Dr. Tournay, with all his 
zeal for inlpro\'ements and his readiness to find funds, 
left them nluch as he found them. Indeed, as a Bachelor 
Head he had ample accommodation,-much better certainly 
than the set of rooms over the College gateway, which, it is 
said, were assigned by Dorothy \Yadham to the first 'Yar- 
den, and intended for his successors. Dr. Tournay2 having 
a great taste for landscape-gardening, soon attacked what 
was then a close or field, extending from the College to the 
Parks, and, at a considerable expense, formed the beautiful 
and extensive grounds and garden which are so well kept 
up by his successors. I have spoken of Dr. Tournay as 


1 This sort of amiable arrangement does not very often occur at the 
filling-up of a Headship Such matters are, of course, generally kept 
secret (at least for a time), and, after much and earnest competition, an 
unanimous election is reported. 
\ single vote, however, is said to have 
turned the scale now and then. 
2 One of "'arden Tournay's first improvements (and a very great 
one it was) consisted in the entire removal of an ugly, damp sort of 
terrace (partly surrounded with a wall and scrubby trees) in front of 
the College,-resembling. but upon a smaller scale, that which is still 
in front of St. John's College, and, in propOl tion, narro\\ ing the road. 
S One striling feature of the garden was entirdy created by \Yarden 
o 2 
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a bachelor, i. e. an unmarried n1an; and, in fact, he could 
not, according to the College Statutes, be otherwise. Though 
founded after the Riforlllatioll (viz. in 1613), celibacy ,'-as 
imposed upon the \Vardens 1 . ...\gainst this narrow-Ininded 
restriction \Varden TOllnlll)' undertook a gencrous t(Jurna- 
ment. I say 'gellcrous,' because I believe that he never 
. 
intended himself to introduce a wife into his \Yadhaln 
Lodgings, even if the oaths on which he had bcen adn1Ïtted 
d.id not exclude him fron1 the privilege. 
.As the I leads of the old foundations had been relic\yed 
fron1 a compulsory celibacy by ...\ct of Parlian1cnt (or at 
least by a Protestant construction of the' prÙ'sthood' in which 
they were included), thc SaIne power was sought for and 
obtained by the \Yarden of \Vadham. In ordcr, however, 
to do the thing quietly, as \\ ell as effectually, the permission 
for the future JJardt!Jls to marry was said to have bcen 
tacked on, as a 'rider,' and passed through Parliament as 
an appendage, to an Oxford FurllPike B,,!! Dr. Tournay 
declined the oflìce of \'ice-Chancellor, confining his public 
senyices to the duties of 'Curator of the Public \Valks.' In 
that character, riding about on his pretty cob, he planned 
and superintended the fonnation of several of the road-side 
walks (now so valuable for our Tutors' 'constitutionals '), 


Tournay, yiz. the long terracc-walk 0'1 the east 
ide, on which, till his 
health faih:d him, he was often seen t.thing hi
 walk. 
1 A
 an after-Ibou{!ht. according to traditionary rcport, and because 
thefirst \Yarden would not respond to Dorothy's \\ ishes to be the first 
JVarde1les
. She had survivt::d ht::r husband, Nicholas \Yadham, and had 
full powers a:-; co-foundress. Howcver thi
 may have been, in her 
anxiety for the pm ity of one sex and her jealous distrust of the other, 
she enacted that no females were to be suffered in the College: the 
laundrc::.::. \\ a::. not, on any account, to advance \\ ith her linen-baskets 
be) Ol,d the Colkge-gateway ! 
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and particularly the pretty, winlling path up the back of 
IIeadington IIiIP. 
Dr. Tournay resigned the \Vardenship in J8J (, and resided 
in St. Giles's Street for several years before his death, which 
took place after a few hours' illness at Peterborough 2. 


1 On this occasion the joke was applied to him which many years 
hcfore had been applied to the Rev. · Jo. Pullen' (\\--hen he planted the 
elm-tree, still called by his name, and formed the foot-path up tbe front 
of the same hill), \'Ïz. · that he had made a way [awayJ \\ith the public- 
money.' Mr. Pullen's name was Josias, not Joseph. Pullen's foot-path 
was made by a general subscription in 17-4- 0 . 
2 As a concluding note on Heads of Houses, it may be obserycd that 
they had not ah\a)'s such an appropriate room as what is called · The 
Dclegate
' Room' to assemble in. Laud fitted up for them (and for 
the University Court) what is called the Apodyterium. HPh;re they met 
(if tbey did meet as a govert
illg body) before that, is not, I believe. known. 
They had indi\'idually, in their respective Colleges, what a Cambridge 
wag called · a CommÙtalioll Room,' in which Undergraduates were re- 
ceived to he reprimanded. As a proof that Heads of Houses formerly 
considered themselves to be a separate class, it was said that one of them 
was one day thrown from his horse in St. Giles's Street, and that as he 
lay on his back he cried out to an Undergraduate, who ran up to help 
him, · :Sir, I won't trouble you; I see the President of S1. John's coming, 
and he will raise me up.' 
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'
'Iajus opus moveo.' - Virgil. 


Recollections of Vice-Chancellors. 


TilE list of Vice-Chancellors in the 'Oxford University 
Calendar' begins with Dr. Landon in 1802. Surely it might 
just as well have been commenced at as early a period as 
that of the Chancellors, IIigh Stewards, Hcads of Colleges, 
and Professors. This might have been done (and in future 
Calendars may still be done) at the expense of a little re- 
search into the University Archives 1 . 
I have a faint reminiscence of Dr. Isham (of .AIl Souls) 


1 Since this remark was written that om
ssion has been amply filled 
up in :l\Iessrs. Parker's Ten Year Book, the list of Vice-Chancellors 
there commencing in 1568. As the subject of Chapter YII was intro- 
duced by an expression of the writer's deep reverence and respect, so 
the heading of this Chapter seems to suggest still greater caution in 
approaching such high-fenced ground. As however the latest of the 
individuals here mentioned is separated from us (at the time of \\fiting 
this) by all interval of tbirty years, the statement of a few · Recollections' 
during thirty or forty years before tbat interval may well be allowed,- 
honourable as they are to their memories; especially as they are 
associated ,\>ith much that is academically interesting and historically 
important. 
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and Dr. Bcnlmore (of :\Ierton) successively filliI1g the Vice- 
Chancellor's seat at St. l\Iary's, each for one year only,- 
towards the end of thc last century, between the Vice-Chan- 
cellorship of Dr. Cooke 1 of Corpus and that of Dr. ::\Iarlow, 
whose quadriennium of office began in l\Iichaelmas Term 
1798. l\Iy first clear 'Recollection' of a dignified person, 
walking behind gold and sil\"er staves, begins with Dr. l\Iar- 
low, passing with his full attcndance to read the Riot Act 
(or, at least, to be present at its reading) on Carfax, on 
occasion of what were then caned 'bread-riots 2.' :\Iy next 
recollection of Dr. l\Iarlow, as 'Vice-Chancellor was on my 
being matriculated at his Lodgings early in 1802. Before 
and after his Yice-Chancellorship (for the Vice-Chancellor is 
exempted from his preaching-turns as Head of a House) 
Dr. l\[arlow's sermons were considered sound and earnest 
discourses; but they alone were not thought to have gained 
for him his Stall at Canterbury. The University of Oxford 
had then the good fortune to have a Prime l\Iinister (the 
Duke of Portland) for its Chancellor, and the four. years' 
\Tice-Chancellorship was often followed by promotion to a 
Stall or a Deanery. ::\Irs. )Iarlow (for the transition from 


1 I had, of course, no official connection with Dr. Cooke, excepting 
once (and in an irregular \\ay) when, in the Long Vacation of 1806, or 
thereabout, no \ ice-Chancellor or 1'ro- \ïce being to be found, 'we of /he 
Staff got · old Dr. Cooke' to fill the \Ïce-Chancellor's seat at St. :Mary's! 
though in strictllc
S he had no more right to sit there than any other 
Doctor. Dr. Cooke was then, and for many years afterwards, highly 
re
pected; his little parlour at C. C. C. was for a long period the regular 
place of meeting for the County :Magistrates. on Saturdays ;-the 'County 
Court' \\ ith all it:; conveniences having then no existence. 

 I had often seen tumultuous proceedings in our Oxford Streets, at 
fir::.t political and revolutiunary; latterly, in connection with the high 
price of bread. when a mouldy loaf was carried about upon a pole, and 
the baker
' shops occasionally cleared out by nOlz-pa)'ing customers. 
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Don to Donna is easy and natural) was very musical, and 
as she sOluetin1es entertained persons of first-rate musical 
talent as hcr guests, it was a great treat to be present at 
her musical parties. She was a good, kind-hearted WOluan, 
and did a great n1any kind and liberal things both at Oxford 
and at Canterbury; but, from an unfortunately stiff carriage 
in society, ::;he was somctimes styled ' the Duchess of Freeze- 
land.' On becoming a widow, she retired to private life 
at Bath, where for some years she was bettcr undèrstood 
and more justly appreciated 1. 


Dr. Landoll, Pro\'ost of \Y orcester College, succeeded 
Dr. :\Iarlow (in 1802) as \Tice-Chancellor. Indeed, they 
were old friends and brother sportsmen (as far as shooting 
went to form that character), and occasionally, in autumn, 
doffcd thcir don's robes and donned their shooting-jackets 2 . 
Dr. Landon was a handson1e, burly man, with a reluarkably 
fine, rich-toned voice and impressive manner. Indeed, he 


1 As has been said elsewhere in these' RecolJections,' the wives of 
all the Oxford dignitaries were not necessarily dignified. One individual 
certainly" as not, who, intoxicated by her elevation. wrote thus to her 
cousin in the country-town she had left: 'La! my dear, don't talk of 
what we were at -; at Oxford, I do assure you, we are little kings 
alld /,leen;1' 
2 But not' upon the sly,' as was said of Dr. Holmes; who having 
acquired a taste for shooting while Fellow of New College, sometimes 
lo,>k a dny at Stanton \Y oods, when (anon of Christ Church. Unwil- 
ling to shock the starch-stiffness of the Christ Church of those days 
(i. e. about the end of the last century), he WOl\ld walk up Headington 
Hill with his gown. &c. over his shooting dress, [there" ere no Hansom 
cabs at that time], and under the shelter of J o. Pullen's tree (ulmi suh 
tegmine grati) put off the canonicals, take his gun, hat, and dog from a 
sen-ant in ,,,-aiting, and trudge on to the forest. \Yhether he reversed 
the ceremony on his return, and marched down the hill to the tune of 
, cedant arma togæ,' the storv does not say. 
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had been musically as well as classically educated in the 
Cathedral School at \V orcester, and could take his part, 
as a very effective bass, in a glee or madrigal. I used to 
wonder that, when ,rice-Chancellor, he never chanted the 
lattcr part of the Latin Litany at St. l\Iary's [as the late 
lamented Dr. \Yillianls did in 1856 and 1857], but con- 
formed to the custom of readz"ng it, established by non- 
ITIusical Vice-Chancellors 1. 
I received my gold staff from his hands on being elected 


1 I do not presume to say much of our Chancellors. During my first 
three years of office the Duke of Portland was Chancellor; but, though 
his llame rang in my cars every Degree-day in what were called · Chan- 
cellor's Letters,' and in the Bidding-prayer on Sundays at St. Mary's. 
my eyes never had the satisfaction of seeing him. I Ie did not often 
visit the University. 
Lord Grenville, his successor, was the proudest-looking man I ever 
saw; indeed he seemed cold and unbending eyen to 'great people.' 
At the eÀciting occasion of the grand assemblage of ' Crowned Heads' 
at Ohford (in 1814). when, as Chancellor, he had in some respects 10 drJ 
the bonours, his bearing was less gracious and more starched than that 
of our Royal \Ïsitors*. 
Xot so the Duke of 'Yellington, who, with so much to be proud of, 
never seemed to know what pride was. Lord Grenville looked as if 
he could not laugh (or, at least, thought it infra dignitatem Cancellarii) ; 
the fine old Duke seemed always ready for a laugh. '::\Ir. Yice-Chan- 
cellor.' he said, one day, as we were waiting at St. James's for a sum- 
mons to her 
Iajesty's presel1ce, 'sit down, sit down; the 1 ule at Court 
i
 to sit when you can; you're sure to have plenty of standing; '-and he 
laughed heartily as if he felt he had said a good thing. And so indeed 
he had. But such familiar talk and natural carriage would have been 
out of character in Lord Grenville. 
The Earl of Derby - Sed de vi\"is, quamvis facile et jucundum 
loqui, melius et tutius est tacere.-[ Alas! though since dead, he still 
lives and will live in Oxford memories. Oct. 1869.] 
* 'I reco}]ect (says Lord Eldon) :\Ir. Pitt saying, with some indignation. he 
would teach that froud man, Lord Grenville, [in the formation of his 
'Iinistry in 1804,] that he could do without him.' (Twiss. vol. i. p. 4
Y') 
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Esquire Bedel in l\Iarch 1806; and during the remainder of 
his Vice-Chancellorship formed one in the procession which 
(when Beaumont Street did not exist) had to grope its way 
from \Vorcester College to St. l\Iary's or to Convocation 
(even on the Commemoration-day) through 'Gloucester 
Green' (then the acknowledged site of the pig-market) and 
down the whole length of 'Friar's Entry;' -and this, at t.he 
risk of being besprinkled by trundled moþs in those straits of 
Ther1JLOpylæ (as we always called them), of stumbling over 
buckets, knocking over children, of catching the rinsings of 
basins, and ducking under linen-lines suspended across fron1 
the oppositc houses. rrhis is no exaggeration of the state 
of things, 'quæ-ipse miserrima \idi,' and which could not 
always be passed through salvâ dignitate. No wonder that 
saucy Undergraduates of othcr Colleges sometimes spoke 
of \V orcester Collcge as out 0/ O
't:lord, before Beaumont 
Street was formed. 
Dr. Landon sonletin1es preached at St, ::\Iary's, and I find 
in an old mClnorandum-book the following passage from a 
sermon of his: 'In aU matters of worldly wisdom preten- 
sions to extraordinary powers and new discoveries are gene- 
rally regarded with doubt and suspicion. The exact contrary 
to this is the case with respect to religious knowledge. To 
start some new opinion or to assume a strikingly different 
manner from that of the established clergy is a sufficient lure 
for the gaping vulgar. This indt ed has been confessed by 
one of the leaders of the Dissenters. Though the ministers 
of the establishment (he says) should preach like angels, 
they would excite but feeble interest among their flock; but 
tell them" yonder is a man preaching on the tops of moun- 
tains," and they will run in droves to hear him 1.' 


1 This is very like what Dr. Johnson said of \Yhitficld: · His popu- 
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IIaving, after his Vice-Chancellorship, obtained a Stan at 
K orwich (afterwards eÀchanged for the Dcanery of Exeter), 
Dr. Landon, for awhile, divided his tinle between his Col- 
lege and his Cathedral duties. Unfortunately he broke one 
of his legs, or received some injury which caused permanent 
lameness; and being thus altered from a fine, erect man 
(the beau-ideal of a dignitary), he seldom left Oxford, and 
was seen thcre only when taking an airing in his carriage. 
lIe died in 1839. 


Dr. HallY R icha rds, Rector of Exeter College 1, was the 
next \"rice-Chancellor to Dr. Landon. He held the office 
but one year (1806), having (as is elsewhere mentioned) 
caught a cold, from which he never recovered, on attending 
a Grand-Compounder's procession. As he died while in 
office, he was buried with much pomp in Exeter College 
Chapel. lIe was rather a rough, undignified person, and 
his domestic arrangenlents \\ere not (it may be supposed) of 
a very refined character, he having married a daughter of a 
fornler cook of the College 2. 


larity, Sir, is chiefly owing to the peculiarity of his manner. He would 
be followed by crowds were he to wear a night-cap in the pulpit, or 
were he to preach from a tree.' (Boswell.) 
1 Not to be confounded with Dr. J. Loscombe Richards, subsequently 
Rector of the same College. 
2 The taste for marrying a College-cook's daughter was not confined 
to Dr. Richards; the Head of another College did the same, or nearly 
the same. \Yhat the Professors of those days did in that way I do not 
recollect; a deputy-Professor, who afterwmds rose ,"ery high on the 
Episcopal Bench, was said to have married a milliner at \Y oodstock. 
Xo doubt his lawn sleeves were well looked after. Dr. Nares too went 
to \Yoodstock for a wife, but she (as if to adjust the Professorial 
balance) was a Duke's daughter! Dr. Richards, during his short 
tenure of office. had occasion to go up to St. James's with an Address; 
in · A Companion to The Guiùe' (published in 1806) there is a Latin 
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Dr. Parsons, l\Iaster of BalIiol College (from 1798 to 
1819), succeeded to the office of Vice-Chancellor (in 1807) 
earlier than he expected, but at all points well prepared; 
being highly qualified for the goyernment of the University 
and for presiding o\'er its counsels. He was a good scholar 
and an impressive preacher, though he did not preach often; 
above all, he was thorougtlly conyersant with University mat- 
ters, having been for seyeral years the leading, or rather the 
working, luan in the Hcbdomadal Board. Indeed, he had 
the great merit of elaborating the details of the Public 
Examination Statute at the end of the last century. His 
subsequent proluotion to the Episcopacy of Petcrborough 
was considered as the \veIl-earned reward of that his great 
work. Dr. Parson::, had also the credit of laying the foun- 
dation of that collegiate and tutorial systen1 which Dr. J en- 
kyns afterwards so successfully carried out, and which bears 
such good fruit at Balliol under Dr. Scott. 
\lthough one of 
the chief authors of the great reform (the Examination Sta- 
tute), Dr. Parsons fought manfully against 'inno\'ations.' 
On the 'Catholic Emancipation' question, which was an- 
nually stirred up and petitioned against in Convocation, he 
sturdily declared that 'his opinion on the question was not in 
the least influenced by the eloquence of Dr, Copleston or the 
rhetoric of Dr. Hodson.' Like many other D.D.'s of that 


poem called · Syllabus Pietatis Oxonicnsis,' in which occurs an account 
of a Delegacy to the King, e. g. 
· Jam sumus en! Londini, 
Parate paulum vini; 
Haustu modicu vini sumpto, 
Omnes togas induunto. 
Magister Vice-Can. p:-æcedit, 
Et coram rege versus legit.' 
I have on1y this short extract; but if it were all like this, the poem does 
not appcar to ha\'e dcscrvc(l cven this · Recollection.' 
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period, Dr, Parsons was very often interrupted in his official 
dutic
 by attacks of the gout \ when he was nursed by a 
good wife (an Oxford native, like her husband), who long 
survived him. 
It is an incident, or rather a co-incidence, worth remark- 
ing, that while Dr. Parsons was Vice-Chancellor of the 
University, his brother, 1\1r. IIerbert Parsons, the highly-re- 
spected Banker, was the l\Iayor of the City; he declined the 
offer of a Baronetcy which was pressed upon him. Dr. Par- 
sons, after holding the office of Yice-Chancellor three years, 
was (in I 8 10) pron1oted to the bishopric of Peterborough, 
retaining with it the I-Ieadship of Balliol College 2. 


Dr. Cole, Rector of Exeter, was the next Vice-Chancellor 
(in 1810). From his rubicund face and rotund figure he was 
considered,-at least in the young men's gallery in the 
Theatre,-to be like his rO)'al namesake. In fact, he had 
served for some time as a chaplain in the 
avr, and under 
excitement (even in a certain solemn place 3 of meeting) he 
was said to have occasionally enforced his sentÌ1nents by the 
introduction of strong, nautical language. IIaving held 


1 Those of the dignitaries who kept off the gout, did so by a regular 
jog-trot ride (sometimes called a · bile-trot '); but Dr.J'arsons was never 
seen on horseback. 
2 Before we take leave of nalliol, let me observe that a tradition 
existed in Oxford in my eally days, that the handsome pm trait of 
Dc\"orguilla, the co-foundress of the College [in the Bodleian Gallery], 
is not genuine, Lut that the \\ ife of an O>.Jord trade
man sat for it in 
the last century. That of the founder labours under a similar 
us- 
picion. \\"ho indeed \\ ould vouch for the genuine charactcr'of half the 
portraits in the J)icture Gallery? 
3 It \\ as indeed whispered that in that solemn place disputcs would 
sometimes run very high. Con
tituted as the new Councill
o'.\' is, there 
is no fear of UI
ùignified ü.plosiuns or jarring personalitï"cs. 
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the '
ice-Chancellorship (a ship which, with able support, he 
steered very successfully) for the full period of four rears, 
Dr. Cole was succeeded by Dr. Lee. 


Dr. Lee, President of Trinity, went through his quad- 
rienniun1 of office (from 18 14 to 18 18), like his prede- 
cessor, in calm, easy-going days, and in an amiable, unob- 
trusive manncr ;-so unobtru
iYe indeed, as to leave no 
pron1inent incident on Iny Il1Cn10ry 1. In his private and 
College life he was highly csteemed: he abo played a steady 
second-violin part in a quartette Refore he became Presi- 
dent he had long resided on an incuIl1bency at Ipswich, and 
was married to a native of that town. 


Dr. Þrodsham Ilodsoll, Principal of Brasenose College, 
who, in 1818, came next as Vice-Chancellor, was in many 
respects a superior person. He had long becn known a5 a 
first-rate College Tutor and Public Exmniner, with the rare 
advantage of a good figure, handsome countenance, and 
a winning address, He was a dc\'oted bupporter of the 
GreIn"illc 2 and Buckinghal11 party; indced he was mainly 
instrumental in bringing in Lord Grenyille as our Chancellor 
(in 1808) in oPPo5ition to Lord Eldon. Undcr these cir- 
cumstances it was no wonder that the family exerted their 
interest for Dr. I-Iodson's promotion; he held the 'Tice- 


1 It may seem somewhat strange that my · Recollections' of so 
amiable a Yice-ChancelJor should lie thus · in a nut-shell;' but aca- 
demical and other matters just then flowed on vel} smoothly, and he 
"as not a man to disturb that flow for the sale of excitement or 
notoriety. 
2 Lord George Grenville had recently been a member of Brasenose, 
not indeed having distinguished himself there; unless it were by that 
fantastic taste in dress, of which Deighton's caricature (called' 6\ Yiew 
from B.l".C. Gateway') "as a very slight exaggeration. 
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Chancellorship only two years; during which, however, his 
courteous manner gained him ' golden opinions 1.' 
Dr. IIodson was appointed Regius Professor of Divinity 
(on Dr. ,ran l\Iildert's promotion to a bishopric), with, of 
course, a Canonry of Christ Church, as an appendiculum; 
and ,strange to say (at least it was then thought strange 2). 
he was allowed to hold that appointment with that of 
Principal of Brasenose College; where he still continued 
to reside. 
The office of VIce-Chancellor Dr. Hodson at once re- 
signed, in order' to devote himself to the new studies and 
duties to which he had been appointed. That he would 
soon have mastered those studies and discharged those 
duties with advantage to others and honour to himself, his 
fine abilities left no room for doubting; but he had scarcely 
entered upon them and their responsibiIities, when a sudden, 
internal illness (brought on, it was supposed, by a compli- 
cation of causes 3 ) carried him off, in 1820; i. e. only two 
rears after the appointment, which was to have been the 
stepping-stone to a bishopric. 
It was impossible for anyone to discharge the duties of 
a Vice-Chancellor more graciously and considerately than 
Dr. Hodson did. Even a reproof he administered with an 
evident recollection of the wise rule 'sua\"iter in modo.' 


1 From all, that is, but some few' old stagers,' "ho affected to doubt 
his sincerity, feeling perhaps his gracious bearing to be a reproof to 
their o\\'n stiff carriage. 
2 Dr. Prideaux held this Canonry and Regius Professorship at the 
5ame time with the Rectorship of Exeter Colkge for many years. 
3 Such as, new studies, rival professorial and collegiate claims, family 
anxieties, high living and neglect of exercise; he had a numerous young 
family of daughters, and it was a pleasing sight to see them clinging to 
him as he left home for Conyocation, when he would gently shake them 
off, \\ ith ' Away. ye dear little incumbrances !' 
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On his going up to Court with an Address, as \rice-Chan- 
cellor, I heard 1 hiln relnind Sir Robert Peel (at St. ]aIl1es's) 
of his having examined hinl for his Degree,-adding, , l\Iy 
fellow-examiners accused me of flattering you, or, at least, 
putting a bad pun into your nlouth,-when I selected, for 
your vivâ-\'oce construing, the passage in Ylrgil- 


'Referes ergo h::cc et nuntius ibis 
Pelidæ genitori: &c. 


Dr. Hall, ::\Iaster of Pembroke College, on his being 
admitted \rice-Chancellor (in 1820), gloried not a little (in 
his Latin adlnission-speech) as being' prinlus, qui fasces in 
Collegium suunl introduxcrat,' i. e. the first Vice-Chancellor 
whom Pembroke had produced. Indeed it had not, since 
its foundation in 1624, figured much in the University 
annals; sharing, perhaps, in the difficulties which seem to 
have attended ambitious I-falls 2, which aspired to become 


1 On the authority of a lady. a niece of Dr. Hodson, T here 
tate, 
tìrst, that his Christian name of Frodsham was not deri\.ed from any 
l'er
ollal connection \\ ith a place so called in Lancashire, but simply 
from his grandfather having married a :\Ii'::l
 Frodsham, of Elton Hall, 
in Cheshire; secondly, he \\as not born at Frodsham, but at Li\'er- 
pool, \\ here his father was Rector. 
2 Pembroke College was originally Broad gates llall. As to Dr. John- 
son, its most distinguished alumnu;;,-' stat nomini::, umbra;' his career 
there was short and unsati'::lfactory. ....>roud as he was poor, he had no 
light to complain (if indeed he ever did complain) that he was not fos- 
tered or appreciated; that he then deserved more favour than he recch'ed 
hy no means appcars, and his visits ill later life to Dr. Adams, the :\[a::;- 
ter, at least showed a reciprocal regard between him and the College 
which he had left without a Degree. His Degree of D.C.L. was sent 
to him by Diploma in 1775, after he had blcome famous. Dr. ::\[oore. 
Archbishop of Canterbury at the end of the last century, was, I belie\'e, 
an dunmus (if not a servitor) of Pcm broke. 
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Colleges. Of late rears, indeed, it has effectually recovered 
fron1 the possible effects of such a transition-state, and has 
grown, in size and still more in reputation, into one of our 
n10st successful and influential societies. Hut, to return to 
Dr. I-laIl, as "Vice-Chancellor; he held the office the full time 
(four rears) and glided through it so quietly (at the same 
time most amiably and considerately) that my memory (as in 
the case of Dr. Lee) brings back to me nothing particular of 
his adn1inistration. lIe had an interesting family, and the 
close of his "".Ice-Chancellorship seemed to be hailed by hinl 
as a happy restoration to a fuller enjoyment of dOlnestic 
quiet and collegiate duties. 


Dr. Jfll"-J'llS, l\Iaster of Balliol, who succeeded Dr. Hall as 
Yice-Chancellor (in I 82{), was a very different sort of person 
from his predecessor, as nlY 'Recollections' may help to 
show. Dr. Jenkrns had already, in the space of five years" 
sho\vn great skill in raising the character of his College, 
and during thirty more years of his government he saw it 
gradually reach that high position, which the throwing open 
of the Fellowships and, in great measure, the Scholarships 


I At his first starting as :\Iaster, his watchful enforcement of discipline 
\\ a::. thought to be carried too far; indeed saucy Undergraduates of 
other Colleges twitted the Balliolites by asking ,\ hen the board with 
, Dr. Jenkyns's Academy' painted on it was to be placed over Balliol 
gateway. The good sense howevel and tact of his excellent staff of 
Tutors soon produced a right understanding between the Master and 
the young men; the latter were allowed the natural vent for their 
youthful spirits, while the former adopted that excellent suggestion to 
partie
 necessarily yoked together:- 
'Be to my virtues very kind; 
Be to my faults a little blind: 


In other words, · govern, not only agmdo, but also by non-agendo: 
p 
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first enabled it to obtain. Dr. J enkyns became Ylce-Chan- 
cellor ITIuch younger, probably, than anyone who had held 
the office bcfore hinl; and, from an over-anxiety to enforce 
discipline in thc i1Iasler{y \\ ay he had been used to in hi
 
College, he became at the first an unpopular 'Tice-Chan- 
cellor. In the Convocation Ilouse, on Degree-days, his 
manncr, in his anxiety t
 enforce order, was 1101 cOllcilia- 
/01)', and some of the deans and regcnt-n1astcrs returned 
his al/ell/iolls in a manncr which was annoying to him. 
...\ better feeling, however, soon followed as he was better 
understood, and order 1 \\ as certainly bctter observed th2.n 
it had been. 
It 
eemed to be the bias of Dr. J enkyns's official mind to 
overdo rather than leave anything undone: even in the 
streets, on his way to and from St. l\Iary's, he was not con- 
tent with being Ylce-Chancellor, but would also do the 
Proctors' work. Ex. gr. On a Saint's day morning, meeting 


1 If the want of order in the Convocation House was trying to 
Dr. J enkyns in his days, how would he be astonished could he see 
Candidates for Degrees entering the House Lefore they were formaIly 
led in by the Yeoman Bcdcls (i. e. before their graces are pa5t),- 
nay, taking their seats side-by-side with the deans and reßents ;-' as if 
(he would say) they \\ere going to overawe the House, and get their 
Degrees by a minatory rather than a slitplicalory procðs.' It is curious 
to trace the progressive intrusion of candidates for Degrees. Formerly 
they \\ere left to cool themselves iT} what \\ as vulßarly called the 
· Pig-market,' i. e. the covered but windy space that] uns along the east 
of the Divinity School. There is a traditionary notion, that they stayed 
there till they \\ ere called, in order to give any tradesman an oppor- 
tunity of demanding payment of unsettled bills, \\ ith the threat of 
stopping their Degree. They next took possession of the Apodyterium, 
as a place of refuge from external annoyance, anù close to the final 
scene of action; a farther step (and one easily taken in these days of 
Undergl aduate self-will and unre"trained action) placed them \\ ithin the 
walls and on the seats of the Convocation House! 
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near St. l\Iary's a young man with his books and papers 
undcr his arm, he stopped him with the question, 'Prar, 
Sir, whither are you going?' 'To my private tutor's, Sir, 
for a lecture 1.' 'Then, Sir, you will con1e into church with 
n1e, and after sermon tell your tutor from me that he should 
not only not keep young men from church, but should also 
come himself.' , If you please, Sir, I shall lose my hOllr, for 
l\Ir. -'s morning is quite filled.' '\\T ell, Sir,' concluded 
the \Ticc-Chancellor,-his natural good-temper (for he was 
naturally kind and good-tempered) returning,-' You n1ay go 
tIlls morning; bút give my message, and-another time' 
(smiling pleasantly) 'don't meet the DI11versity aulhorz"lÙs if 
you can avoid it.' lIe was, indeed, an excellent and con- 
scientious Vice-ChancelIor, thoroughly conversant with the 
Statutes and University matters, and deservedly possessing 
n1uch weight in the Hebdomadal Council. The promotion 
to the Deanery of \Vells \,"as universally considered his due, 
and especially appropriate as it did not separate him fronl 
his beloved College 2. He was so a verse to change and 
innovations, that his death, in 1854, might be considered 
a merciful escape from the pain of witnessing the sweeping 
alterations which the last few years have wrought. 
The above lengthened notice of one \Tice-Chancellor will 
leave the less room for his two successors, Dr. Jones and 


1 N. B. Private Tutors had not yet become' Coaches.' 
2 The inscription at the entrance of the newly-built Chapel of Balliol 
College is strongly expressi\-e of the great esteem in which Dr. J enk}"ns 
v. as held. As a preacher before the University he was certainly' parcus 
et inficquens.' lIe had an annual preaching-turn as a Head of a House, 
but I do not remember his u
ing it more than 1\\ ice; and on both OC
1- 
sions, but at some interval of time, he preached the :,ame sennon, or 
rather lecture, on the same text, · 0" e no man anything.' 
P 2 
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Dr. Rowley, concerning whom, indeed, there is but little left 
on the 'retina' of In y Inemory. 


Dr. J01les, Rector of Exeter College, like the preceding 
Rector, Dr. Cole, had been for some tiIne, I believe, a Navy 
chaplain, and, like him, r&tained a slight 'smack' of that 
service. He had, however, returned to College early enough 
to act, for some years, as College Tutor and as a Public 
Examiner in 18 I 2, 1813, and 1814-. Dr. Jones became Vice- 
Chancellor in 1828, and held the office through the usual 
Tf<T<TapfTíu, discharging its duties with quiet self-possession, 
though sometimes fretting a little under its increasing weight 
and constant interruptions. lIe li\"ed in cahn, easy-going 
times (academically speaking), and was not himself likely to 
stir up any agitating questions. 
Dr. Jones, though in ordinary circumstances plain, if not 
rough, in the routine of public business, could, on solemn 
occasions, bear himself with much dignity. He survived 
his Y"ice-Chancellorship six years, and died in 1838, while 
on a tour in Scotland. lIe was buried at Oban, where he 
died. 


Dr. RO'lvley, l\Iaster of University College, came next \ 
in the order of Vice-Chancellors, in 1832. By dint of hard 
work and steady application (with a strong head and a 
sturdy will), he had worked his way up from the bottom to 
the top of the College-ladder; that is, from being Bible- 
clerk to become the Head of the Society. He had well 


1 And comes tbe last of those Yice-Chancellors who are included in 
these 'Recollections;' not that I forget the many kindnesses and the 
unbroken series of favourable consideration shown me by those who 
have succeeded him; but because the list of names is of too near and 
recent a date to be adequately or safely followed out. 
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earned his FeHowship by gaining (in 1803) what were then 
called · The I-Ionours,' -the result, that is, of an almost 
encyclopædiac Examination, which existed (for fi\'e years) 
till, in 1807, , Classes' were introduced. 
Dr. Rowley Inarried and had a fan1ily, living generally in 
a quiet, don1estic manner; working hard, at his leisure 
hours, in his garden, and taking long country-walks. On 
becon1ing V"ice-Chancellor he could no longer (from the 
constant interruptions and engagements incident to that 
responsible office) either practise horticulture or escape often 
into the country. This change was said to have told un- 
favourably upon his constitution; he held the office, how- 
ever, the usual four years, and he had rather a trying time 
of it, including the Installation of the Duke of 'Yellington, 
whom he entertained at his' Lodgings,' and prompted 1 in 
the Theatre. lIe died, after a short illness, at the end of 
the Long \Tacation of I836,-a week or two before the day 
on which he would ha\"e resigned his office. 
Dr. Rowley had been throughout his official life what he 
had shown himself in his early years-a steady-working. 
man; going cheerfully through anything and everything 
that came to him in the way of business. lIe was, during 
as well as before his \Tice-Chancellorship, unaffectedly plain 
and straightforward in his intercourse with everyone. He 
was never, I believe, known to preach, at least before the 
University; and though a sound scholar, it did not follow 
that he was a profound theologian. Piety, I funy believe, 
was not less real then, though it was Jess demonstrative 
than now. 


I '\Yhere arc we now?' said the Duke audibly, and more than once. 
to the Yicc-Chanccllor at his elbow. · Dh I I see, Placetne ,obis/ &.c. 



CIIAPTER IX. 


· :Mecum loquor hæc, tacitusque recordor.' -Horace. 


Recollectiolls Of Proctors. 


H A \ I
G presumed to report m} Reminiscences of YÏce- 
Chancellors and Heads of Houses, it would seem a 'descen- 
sus facilis' to the velvet-sleeved supporters of University 
discipline-the Proctors. IJut as some anÎn1als conceal 
formidable talons under velyety cIa ws, so these wearers of 
yelvet and ermine are really the more formidable in pro- 
portion to their shorter official life, a single year 1. \Vhat 
IIeads of Houses, as such, have nothing to do with, and 
what \
ice-Chancellors do not generally feel called upon to 
notice, the Proctors, young men 2 and fresh to their work, 


1 It used to be said that a Proctor had to do that in one year which 
a Vice-Chancellor had to do in four; viz. three months to work 
his way up to the full swing and consciousness of his authority; si>.. 
months in the unchecked exercise and enjoyment of it; and again three 
months to let himself down softly and gradually to his former level as 
an ordinary 
I.....\. 
2 Before the Statute of 1856, Proctors were '
Iasters of Arts from 
four to ten years from their Regency;' the chances then were that a 
Proctor would be under thirty years of age; but now that the tenth 
year from the Regency is extended to all but the sixteenth, this descrip- 
tio1l of PlOctors may not ahvays apply. 
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are expected to scrutinise 'per se aut per deputatos.' They 
are supposed to be ubiquitous as well as omniscient: no 
Convocation, no Council, no meeting (nay, no night-row in 
the streets) can go on well without theln. If, however, they are 
at any time exhausted, or indeed, for any sufficient reason, 
are absent, they have each two pros, who can supply their 
place, except at the Council 1. \Vith any recent Proctors, 
however, I have here nothing to do, but shall only stir up 
my , Recollections' of a "ery few and those of remote date. 
The year 1800 had J1Ir. Tench of Brasenose, and AIr. 
JVood of Ch. Ch., as Proctors. The latter, a distinguished 
mathematical Tutor and Censor, carried his censorial ideas 
of power and discipline too far, and rushed into a problem 
which he found difficult to solve; i. e. he involved himself 
, 
and with himself the University, in a squabble with the City, 
by carrying off to the Cas/Ie (as was the practice in those 


1 In the Cambridge Statutes the Proctors are called the' oculi \ïce- 
Cancellarii ;' and though not so in the letter, they are really so in spirit 
at Oxford; nay, they are his hands and his feet, especially in the exer- 
cise of the \Yatch and \Yard, which he annually commits to their care. 
\Ye are historically told that in 1234 this charge was in the hands of 
the Tov.n, but, from neglect, was transferred to the Uni\"er
ity autho- 
ritics. The riot and slaughter of Dies Scholastica in 1355 causeù 
Edward III to grant the University still greater powers. 
\Vithin my recollection thc Pro-Proctors were wont to walk round 
St. l\lary's on a Sunday when the University Sermon \\ as about to com- 
mence, to prevent loungers outside and to see young men Ï1lfo church. 
This practice, in Hearne's time (i. e. at the beginning of the eighteenth 
century), was, he tclls us, once productive of an extraordinary effect. 
'The Proctors, during a semlOn at S1. Mary's, ww some young scholars 
into church; their rush into the gallery frightened the congregation. 
\\ ho, thinking the church was falling. dispersed in confusion.' 
Again,-' At a University I ent Sermon in St. Peter's-in-the-East an 
alarm wa;; caused by some boys throwing stones down from the to\\ er 
on to the roof. Preacher and all rushed out.' 
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days when there were no Police-rooms) a quiet, but stub- 
born, old man, who refused to 'go home' at the Proctor's 
bidding, at the close of a GOW1l alld Tow1l row. Legal pro- 
ceedings against the Proctor followed; but the case being 
claimed by the University to be decided in its own Court, 
the poor townsman relinquished any further proceedings. 
The other Proctor, l\Ir.' T01(h, was at once pronounced 
to be all odd fish when he 'Caine up,' after some years' 
absence from Oxford, wearing a vulgar-looking, powdered, 
one-curled wig, speaking with a strong Lancashire dialect, 
and reading with a voice of thunder: indeed his enunciation 
of the oaths and exhortations on Degree-days was an awful 
infliction on the drum of one's ear. At the end of their 
official year these two gentlemen, like most of their prede- 
cessors and successors, fell back quietly and peaceably into 
their former privacy 1. 
In 180 I the Proctors were .ilIr. Faber of Lincoln, and 
.J1,.. 1\.011 of All Souls College. It was a renlarkablc coin- 
cidence that each of these gentlemen, during a part of his 
year, preached the Bampton Lectures in his Proctor's gown. 
I The calm and quiet manner in which the Proctors generally return 
to their respective Colleges, on resigning their office, exhibits a very 
different state of things compared with the stormy days of former times, 
especially of the sixteenth century (i. e. I 
 20), when (we are told) in 
consequence of the riots and factions of ' Grecian!!> and Trojarzs,' in which 
the then Proctors were officially involved, leave was granted to the 
Senior Proctor 'to wear a dagger for his defence for two years follow- 
ing his year of office.' There wa
 also another division into opposite 
factions of Kortheners and Southeners (as the _\mericans would call 
them), and the two Proctors, being generally representatives of them, 
must have had enough to do to keep the peace between the' Natio1ls,' 
as these factions affected to call themselves. It is perhaps a remnant of 
those stormy days, that the going-out as well 3.S the coming-i1l Proctors 
are, on the first-day of Easter Term, escorted in procession to their 
Colleges. 
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l\Ir. Faber (long after known in controversial theological 
literature as" George Stanley Faber ') delivered in 180 I a 
course of lectures, the substance of which he published 
under the title of Horæ 1\Iosaicæ. They had at least the 
two usual features of the Bampton Lectures, that of lcngth 
and dryness 1. It was apparently in a spirit of emula- 
tion that 1\Ir. (afterwards Dr.) Nott undertook to write his 
Bampton Lectures on the heels of his learned colleague. 
.A.II that I recollecf of then1 is that they were short. It has 
been only now and then that we have had Barn pton Lec- 
turers who, while they exhausted thcir subject, did not also 
exhaust their audience. 
.i1Ir. Rodd of Exeter College, Proctor in 1802, was, of 
course, soon found, or at least (joci causâ) said, to be a 
disciplinarian worthy of his name; but being yoked with 
a quiet, steady-goer, 1\Ir. 'Yetherell of University, he soon 
settled down into the jog-trot pace, which best suited quiet 
days and smooth well-beaten roads. A curious train of 
thoughts is annually suggested on the Comn1emoration, as 
to the fact that the then present grave Doctors and )Iasters 
(so obviously annoyed by the tumultuous behaviour of the 
juniors) were probably among the noisy boys of their dtl}, J' 
and, vice versâ, that those youngsters, who are now using 
or rather abusing the privilege of their Saturnalia, will, in 
a few rears, change places; and from the area or the rising 
semicircle look up to the noisy gallery "ith a scowl of 
disapprobation and deprecation. 
The year 1803 had for Proctors lIIr. Brollghtoll of Xew 
College, and .J.1Ir. 11IÛ:hell of 'Yadhan1. The former, my 


1 Several Hampton Lecturers of recent date haye been well attended 
throughout; in remotcr times it was almost a matter of course that 
the first lecture commanded a tolerably full church, but the subsequent 
lectures wt:re addressed to a gradually diminishing audience. 
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old tutor in logic and ethics, was more of an artist 1 than 
a logician, scholar, or philosopher. As Proctors they left 
little or nothing to 'recollect' out of the beaten track; they 
lived in jovial times 2, and went pleasantly with the stream. 
l\Ir. l\IicheU was one of the Public Examiners when I went 
up 3 for examination in 1806, and his favourable opinion then 
formed (for we were strangers to each other) caused him to 
invite me to become a candidate for the office of Esquire 
Bedel in Law, as a successor to his \Vadham friend, l\Ir. 
Hall (then pron10ted to the Divinity Staff). I obtained the 
appointment from Convocation, and so became a fixture for 
life in Oxford. 
In 1804 l\Iessrs. (afterwards Drs.) Eller/on of 1\Iagdalen, 
and Barnes of Christ Church, were Proctors. The former 
"as myoId and excellent ::\Iaster at 1\Iagdalen College School; 
he was a good Latin scholar (as his speech on going out of 
office proved), but in Greek he was not thought profound. 
He subsequently became (as the Oxford Calendar will show) 
a Benefactor (on a small 
calc) by founding a Theological 
Prize Essay, and, conjointly with .:\lr. Pusey and his brother 
Dr. !>usey, a IIebrew Scholarship. He also endowed with 
clIO a year two Hebrew Exhibitions for l\Iagdalen Demies. 
Dr. Ellerton for some tin1e importuned the Unh-ersity au- 
thorities to accept a sun1 for a prize for Elocution. The 
difficulty of adjudication, as well as the smallness of the 
offer (a feature belonging to all hi
 endowments), caused 


1 :\lr. nroughton published a Tour (in England) well illustrated by 
his own drawings. 
2 The political horizon was indeed cloudy and threatening, for the 
war with Bonaparte broke out afresh in the July of 1803; but the 
atmosphere of the Oxford Common-rooms was ne\-erthele
s of an enjoy- 
able character. 
3 Or 'wmt in,' as it is nov' expressed. 
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his proposal to be declined. His colleague lived to an 

ldvanccd age an10ngst us, esteemed and respected, as a 
Canon of Ch. Ch. 
In 1805 the University had as Proctors h\"o very hand- 
some and gcntlemanly men, ]JEr. Clare of St. John's, and 
i.1fr. Vaugha1l of l\Ierton College. The former, .l.1Ir. Clare, 
after his quiet year of office, being no longer clarlts 1, sub- 
sided into an incumbent on a good liying, with the prospect 
of still quieter years. ,']fr. Vaughan, his colleague, subse- 
quently became \Varden of his College. 
One of the Proctors of 1806, i.1Er. JEarshall of Balliol 
Collcge, managed, somehow or other, to make himself un- 
popular with the Undergraduates, who said 'he oul-mar- 
shaled the Jfarshal.' At the close of the ceremony, on the 
Commemoration-day, as he was retiring at the tail of the 
Procession across the area of the Theatre, a well-aimed 
orange 
 (' credite posteri! '), thrown fron1 the gallcry, struck 
hin1 forcibly on the face. In the confusion of the general 


I Or' egregius.' the epithet by which the Proctors are Convocation- 
ally addressed. 
:I The Proctors appear to have been always more or less subject to 
rough treatment from individuals who had probably incurred their casti- 
gation. 'In 1603 · (we are told in the' Oxoniana ), ' one of the Proctors, 

Ir. Dale. was a large mall, but his colleague, Jlr. Laud, was a little 
man' [though afterwards, as the famous Archbishop Laud, and in a 
different sense, a great 71lD1I]. 'On going out of office, vale was hissed 
and hooted, and still more his brother Proctor. A wag, on the occa- 
sion, said of Dale that he had no fight to complain, as he had dis- 
charged the office" cum parvâ laude." · 
Perhaps the now hackneyed pun, as applIed to the })roctOlS' annual 
exit from the Theatre, 'laudatur ab his,' had its first application on the 
occasion here mentioned. \\T e may remark, too, that the' going out of 
office,' here alluded to, was in the Convocation House, and the' hissing 
and hooting' probably on leaving it. The Sheldonian Theatre was not 
built till 1669. 



220 


RECOLLECTIO.VS OF O){FORD. 


exit it "as impossible from below to detect or mark the daring- 
delinquent ;-those abo7 ' e, of course, would not betray him. 
The gross affair was hushed up :- 
'Incertum, quâ. pulsa manu, quo turbine adacta; 
Kec se (::\1arshalli) jactavit vulnele quisquam: 
But the recorder (not necessarily the laudator) , temporis 
acti' must not run the risk of being himself' proclorÙed,' by 
going any farther in the list of Proctors; interesting as it 
i
, to one of long standing, to recall their men1orr, as they 
'hell 1 came on in the vigour of manhood, and to follow thenl 
and see some of them being, or having been, men of dis- 
tinction (Copleston, Rigaud, Shuttleworth, Hussey, Longley, 
among the' have-beens ;' -Syn10ns, Lightfoot, and Liddell, 
al110ng 'those that be '), but by far the greater number 
subsiding into respectable retirement after their one year of 
academical power and distinction; each of them clinging 
fondly, if not proudly, to the recollection of that } ear and 
of the event:; which passed' me Procllratore.' 
Some of the duties of the office were formerly more trying, 
and, to quiet, refined nlen, more disagreeable than they have 
become since the institution (about the rear 1829) of an 
enlarged and effective 2 , University Police.' The night-walk- 
ing (at least the worst part of it); the searching of ill-famed 


1 I emphatically say' tben,' not only in antithesis to their individual 
subsequent history, but in reference to the Statute of I
56, which may 
occasionally introduce older l\1asters into the ProcuratOlial Chairs: 
better perhaps for council, but \\ orse for action! Recent and modern 
time
 have never given occasion to record anything like what Hearne 
asserts of his day, i. e. in I ï 13 :-' On Sunday last (he says), heing 
Coronation-day, 
Ir. Streat, of :\Ierton, then Senior Proctor, and his Pro, 
:Mr. Briton, \\ ere with others at a tavern at an unseasonable hour. The 
Yice-Chancellor walked that evening, and going into the tavern dis- 
missed them all forthwith.' 
:.! Fffictive, at that date, before the town of Oxford extended so far. 
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houses; the hunting-up, and sometimes the running-down, 
of those unhappy persons \vhom Proctor Ellcrton, in his 
, dying-:,peech 1,' called' pestes noctivagæ;' the being called 
out, sometimes called up, to put a stop to a row resulting 
fron1 protracted wine-parties :-such duties as these often 
deterred quiet, nervous lnen from undertaking the office 
when it can1e to them. But the University has never wanted 
the necessary supply of energetic, conscientious persons to 
support its character and discipline in this responsible 
office. 
By "ay of cOlnpensation for the 'disagreeables' above- 
mentioned, the Proctorship was \visc1y surrounded with 
honour, invested with patronage, and endowed with a liberal 
income. The honour and the patronage, of course, attracted 
n10st,-some fe\Y, probably, urged by the pressure of some 
still unsettled bills of their Undergraduate days, and the sense 
of the 'res angusta domi,' were influenced by the prospect 
of a year's 1iberal income 2. Till the year 1829 the Proctors 
had been (by a long-standing traditional abuse) the reci- 
pients, in equal shares, of Dr. 'Vhite's .fIOO per annum 3, 
bequeathed by him in 162 I to pay a Prifessor of ::\IoraI 


1 i. e. his speech on resigning office. 
2 At that time, and for many years afterwards, that income was made 
up from several sources, but depended principally upon fees from 
Degrees; so that. on entering upon the Proctorship, it was a common 
practice to wish the Proctors' a quiet year and plenty of Grand-Com- 
pounders ;' nay, I believe it was the stD7ldÎ1lg toast at their first dinner. 
3 How such a practical catachresis really or
ginated, and came to be 
openly and annually repeated, it is difficult to imagine. It was whis- 
pered, however, in I82R, that the ghost of Thomas \\-hite, D.D., the 
founder of the intmded Professorship (certainly the donor of the æIOO 
mi
appropriated for two hundred years), began to u.alk near the pre- 
cincts of the Delegates' Room, cr} ing, '\Yhere is my Professor? \\ hat 
is done with my hundred a year?' 
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})hilosophy! It would almost seem to have been done as 
a þractical joke (though a strange and discreditable one), 
founded on the idea of the Proctors being very often called 
upon to lecture a ' con1pulsory' audience of young n1en on 
1J/oral subjects! At all events, the conscience of the Univer- 
sity, stirred up perhaps by the scruples of high-principled 
.. 
Proctors themselves (such, for instance, as 'Charles T. 
Longley, Ch. Ch.,' and' ...\ndrew Edwards, l\Iagd.,' in 1827), 
awoke to a sen"e of the abuse. The Proctors' income was 
raised by an equal sum, through a vote of Convocation, and 
the l\Ioral Professorship made a reah"ty in 1829, by the ap- 
pointment of \\'ïllian1 l\Iills, B.D., of 1\Iagda1en College, a 
most amiable man and a scholar of high reputation, who, 
alas! died too early for Oxford, and especially for l\Iagdalen 
School and College, which were justly proud of hi1l1 1 . 
But to return to the Proctors (of whom and of 'Recol- 
lections' of whom I here take leave); their annual Income 
has, for some years, been the fixed sum of Æ350. 


1 The tenure of this Professorship was limited by the Founder to five 
}ears (an absurd arrangement, and one which proLably led to the mis- 
application ahove detailed, from the want of proper applicants); and 
although :\Iills was followed by a hrilliant list of successors (such as 
'Y. Sewell, Stocker, Johnson, Liddell, and \Yilson), little implession 
could be expected, even from them, dm ing so short a tenure. 
By an order of the Queen's Council, in 1PS8, the Chair may be held 
for life (as voted previously in Convocation); and the stipend has been 
raised by the University. 1\Ir. \\ïbon of Corpus was re-elected in 18
8, 
on this new anangement. 



C I I APT E R X. 


'Haud ignota loquor.'-Virgil. 


Recollections of U1liversiIJ' Characters. 


OXE of my earliest official 'Recollections' is connected 
with the name of John Price, B.D., of Jesus College, who 
was the Bodleian Librarian for forty-five years, i. e. from 
I 768 to I 8 I 3 1. 


J In Chapter V some particulars have been given as to :\Ir. Price's 
election (after a close, neck-anrl-neck contest) in preference to Mr. 
(afterwards Bishop) Cleaver ;-a decision which, as is there shown, the 
unsuccessful candidate had no reason to lament. Not that it follows 
that 1\Ir. Price would have been a bishop, and 
Ir. Cleaver have con- 
tinued Bodley.s Librarian till his death, had the election been reversed. 
1\1r. PI ice, no doubt, had his bookish recommendations, and therefore, 
very luckily for both parties, was fixed in his proper place, moved in 
his proper element, and throve on the close air of the Bodleian. The 
Bodleian is here referred to as it was in 
Ir. Price's time, when its 
atmosphere was either close or cold, and, for a great part of the year, 
both. Things are vastly improved of late in that venerable place in 
this and many respects. [How simple must have been the state of 
things when the University Library was contained in the structure over 
tbe Ditlinity School in 1480 I How sad to think that before the end of 
the reign of Edward \"1 that small collection of books was di
persed, 
and that at the close of the sÏ>..teenth century the University had no 
PulJiic LiLr
u y at all. The, ery 'bookshelves were sold and the walls 
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It does not appear that he ever did or wrote anythinf., 
, memoriâ dignun1 peculiari;' but, at all events, he possessed 
a first-rate quality in a Proto-Bibliothecarius, that of being 
always at his post,-and this when no attempt had been 
made, or even thought of, to warm the Library and make it 
really a place of comfortable study, instead of a very rare 
resort for a hasty and \1nsatisfactory reference to damp 
books with chilled fingers. The absence of a fire-place, 
chimney, stove, or flue in the building would by itself show 
that a fire q)' day was as much forbidden by implication, as 
it was literally and elaborately forbidden for anyone (even 
ipse Bibliothecæ Custos) to introduce 'þer 1we/cm, funale, 
lychnuln, lampaùell1, lucernam aut quodvis IUl/linare ac- 
, 
censum. 
From 1806 to 18 [3 I was officially brought into contact 
with the Librarian, and on two different occasions: one was 
at the end of each Term, when I paid hin1 the fees, then 
appropriated to his office, from Degrees, especially from 
Grand-Compoundcrs. On that occasion, if I did not find 
him in his Bodleian' sanctum' or closet (for age was begin- 
ning to tcll upon him), I paid him a visit at his little tene- 
ment in St. Giles's, a small and humble dwelling, where he 
I ived in the plainest style, attended by a 
ingle domestic 
, 'who dÙl.for hÙll.' 
The other occasion was the 'deductio a domo,' or the 
attendance on the Grand-Co1T'pounders' procession fronl 
the respective Colleges to the Con\'ocation IIouse. This 
procession was headed by 1\lr. Price (or a dcputy), not how- 


left bare. (Hallam's Lit. IIist. ii. 3SR.) That Bodley built 011 to the 
Divinity School (more than a hundred years later) is sufficiently evi- 
dent from \\ indows, buttresses, &c., now inclosed, but originally 
external. ] 
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ever as Librarian, but as the' Capellall11S 1 Universitatis,' or 
Univcrsity Chaplain; a character which appears to have 
been always involved in that of the Librarian. 'Ve find no 
mention of the office in the University Statutes 2 ; indeed, 
the Statute De TIibliothecario and his qualifications did not 
expresslY require that he should be in Orders. It might 
seem to be implied in the old Statute (lately very much com- 
pressed), which, while it forbade his undertaking the cure of 
souls, 'nisi in beneficio prope adjuncto,' suggests the infer- 
ence that he was nevertheless to be in Orders. 
It is a fact, however, that the Librarian, as Capel- 
lanus, not only attended and led the above-named proces- 
sion (for evcn Dr. TIandinel, l\Ir. Price's successor, did so 
till the procession was discontinued in 1817), but also that, 
in Roman Catholic times s, the Capellanus on those occa- 
1 'The office of University Chaplain, attached to that of the Librarian, 
"as instituted by Letters Patent of Edward I for the saying of daily 
masses for the souls of the Benefactors of the then Library.' (Peshall). 

 It existed, however, in the Table of Fees for Degrees (lately super- 
seded) in connection with the Grand-Compounders' procession. 
3 The same things of course took place at Oxford and Cambridge 
respecting this silver cross in the trying times in the middle of the six- 
teenth century. At Cambridge it was the duty of the 'Capellanu;; 
Unh.ersitatis' to carry this cross in processions' per se vel per aliam 
honestam personam,'-' to have tbe care of tbe University Library, cha- 
lices,' &c. A silver cross (Dr. Hook tells us) was borne before Augustine 
at Canterbury, 'tbe crucifix not being then known.' For myself, I con- 
fess that the procession had lost much of its imposing effect from the 
absence of the 'large silver cross,' and that the Capellanus, walking 
at the head of the procession \\ ithout it, and having really nothing to 
do there (except to earn his fee, which was a considerable one), always 
appeared superfluous and unmeaning. \Ye are told that in I 2iS one of 
the many Jews then resident in Oxford tore the cross from the hands of 
the academic bearer and trampled it under foot! The t:niversity, as a 
mild punishment, obliged the Jews to make a heavy silver crucifix to be 
used in processions like that above-mentioned. (Huber"s Engli
h Univ.) 
Q 



226 


RECOLLECTIo.l.,rS OF O..YFORD. 


sions bore on his shoulder a large silver cross. At Cam- 
bridge (and doubtless also at Oxford), in the short reign of 
Edward VI, the cross was sold; but alas! for the 


'Kescia mens hominum fati sortisque futuræ; . 
. . . tempus erit, magno cùm optayerit emptum 
Intactum.' 


Edward's brief reign soon came to an end, Popery was again 
in the ascenddllt, and' bloody Queen l\Iary's' still shorter 
reign was long enough to cause the purchase and use of 
another silver cross,-itself to be finally laid aside' in good 
Queen Bess's reign I' 
'Yhile on the subject of changes, I must be allowed to 
take leave of the Librarian, 1\Ir. Price (of whom I have 
no farther 'Recollections'), and to mention a few things 
in reference to the Library and Librarian, as matters of 
curiosity. 1st. Until Dr. Bandinel's time (when the Statute 
was altered) the Librarian could not n1arryl. 2ndly. That 
which useJ to be called' The Bodleian dinner' at the Vice- 
Chancellor's, with its attendant ceremony2 (on the Bodleian 


1 The old Statute ran thus respecting the Librarian :-' Nexu conju- 
gali solvatur,'-intending, it is presumed, that he should be free from 
the nuptial tie, not freed from it, as the word' 501vatur' might rather 
mean; and then came the reason, very unscrupulously expressed,- 
'conjugium enim domesticis plerum-lue negotiis sic abundat, ut otium 
suppetere non pos
it sui copiam in dies singulos exhibendi.' 
2 The ceremony alluded to was this: the Yeoman Bedel in Arts went 
in ' inter epulandum' and presented a pair of gloves (' chirothecas') and 
ten shillings to each of the Regius Professors and the two Proctors, in 
consideration of their trouble in the visitation or inspection. At the 
same time forty shillings extra were given to each of the Proctors 
. ob fide1em clavium custodiam.' These keys belonged to a mysterious 
. ferrea cista' with three several locks, each lock having a double key, 
'for the safer keeping of the Library moneys.' The Proctors and the 
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Visitation-dar), has been discontinued. Of course Bodley's 
funds furnished to the Vice-Chancellor something more 
than an hOl101 ariUlll for the dinner; but the recent Sta- 
tute has unmercifully swept away this English (and not 
un-academic) way of doing honour' viro isti incomparabili 
(in the words of the old Statute), bonarum Literarum Pa- 
trono et l\Iæcenati divinitùs nobis concesso, Thomæ Bodley, 
Equiti.' 
As an appendix to this long gossip' de rebus Bodleianis,' 
a few lines may be borrowed (from the' Oxoniana') of a 
l\Iacaronic Poem by Peter Allibond, who had been a chorister 
and took the degree of B.A. as a Clerk of l\Iagdalen College, 
and who died in 1658. The poem (rather a long one) is 
entitled 'Rustica Academiæ Oxoniensis nuper Reformatæ 
Descriptio :' - 


'Conscendo orbis illud decus 
llodleio fundatore; 
Sed intus erat nullum pecus, 
Excepto J anitore. 
K eglect05 \ idi libros multos, 
(Quod minime mirandum) 
Nam inter bardos 1 tot et stultos 
There's few that understand 'em.' 


Vice-Chancellor had charge of these keys, which indeed were reckoned 
amongst the' Officii Insignia,' and handed over from the old Proctors to 
their successors at the time of their admission to office in Convocation. 
\Yhence those Library moneys arose, and how they were applied, is now, 
of course, unknown. Those strong, old ch
.:;ts had their day, but they 
naturally led to an unproductive accumulation of specie, unwieldy in the 
handling. Old Hearne declares that 'a Bursar of l\IeIton died from 
bursting an internal blood-vessel, in lifting a bag of silver of 600 lbs. 
weight I' 
1 Bardos, synonymous with tardos, and fonned from ßpáðvs, slow, 
dull-\\ itted. 


Q 2 
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(From tbe Bodleian the poet goes to St. l\Iary's, and there) 


'Procuratores sine clm..ibllS 1 
Quærentibus ostendas, 
Bedellos noyos sine stavibus '1 
Res protinus ridendas!' 


And so for many stanzas proceeds l\Ir. (or Dr.) ...\llibond 3 . 
The recent abrogation of obsolete or impracticable Sta- 
tutes struck out the' ferrea cista' of the Bodleian Library, 
but spared the 'Communis et magna cista, ferreis laminis 
circumdata et quÙzque scris obfirnlata,' for the safe keeping 
of all a1ld sz'llgle the reve11ues of the UllIVerSl!Y. The jive ke;'s 
to the jive locks are stiJI enjoined to be kept respectively by 
the IIeads of 1\Iagdalen, l\Ierton, Corpus, and New College, 
and the Dean of Christ Church. This venerable iron chest 
still exists, and in good preservation, in the Bursary of 
Corpus College, but it is a very long time since it was used 
or even opened. The University, as represented by its Vice- 
Chancellors, has long known how to make a better use of 
a large sum than keeping it locked up under five different 
keys. Query: Does it still contain any of the 'jocalia' 
(jewels) and the 'vasa aurca et argentea, si quæ fuerint,' 
which used to be therein' in tuto reposita?' 


1 The claves or keys of the Bodleian' ferrca cista' mentioned above, 
and formerly carried by tbe Proctor
' man (with other insignia officii) 
in a bag. 
2 The staves were probably (if not previously concealed or even buried) 
melted down into money. Indeed there is a tradition among the Bcdels 
that the old sta,-es were buried in the Dean's garden at Ch. Ch. by the 
spirited 
lrs. Fell, and were eithcr never dug up or so injured by their 
long interment, that at the Restoration a new set of staves (those now 
in use) was introduced. One of the old staves, very inferior in size and 
make to the more modern ones, still exists (1 believe) somewhere among 
the · jocalia' of the Uni,'ersity. 
3 The poem was republished in 1834 with many curious notes. 
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The RfV. Jrzlliam Crowe, B.C.L., Public Orator for forty- 
five years (i. e. from 1784 to 1829), and formcrly Fcllow of 
New College, was in many respects peculiarly qualified for his 
office; bcing gifted with a fine, rich, powerful voice, master 
of good Latinity, and that aided by the' ore rotundo' pronun- 
ciation of the \Vinchester School. Thus endowed, l\Ir. Crowe 
always commanded respectful attention in the Theatre at the 
Commemoration; and, though no great divine, he always 
attracted a large congregation at St. l\Iarr's, where he was a 
frequent preacher 1. 
It was remarkable in :\Ir. Crowe, that in the rostrum of 
the Theatre and in the University pulpit (and especially in 
his addresses to Royal visitors,-as, for instance, to the 
galaxy of Royalty in 18 I 4) he was grand, dignified, and 
impressive; while in common discourse his speech and 
manner were rather rustic, if not coarse, having (if one may 
so say) a strong smack of the tone and spirit of Socrates, 
or rather Diogenes, or other talkers still more ßuvavuíKoL. 
His talk too on political subjects was that of an ultra- \Yhig, 
almost a republican, though he had the tact not to let this 
bias affect his public addresses 2 ,-so, at least, as to offend 


1 
Ir. Crowe was decidedly a · character;' indeed there would be no 
difficulty in adding to the small number wh
ch this Chapter contains. 
The Unh-ersity in his day had not yet been smoothed down into a level 
uniformity in manners, costume, phraseology, &c.; it therefore really 
contained indiv
duals of distinctive, characteristic qualities. This re- 
mark, however, will apply to English society generally, though not so 
striJ...ingly. 

 These addresses, or orations, were of course in Latin (some of them 
he published); and being set off by his imposing manner, an occasional 
sentence, rather strongly seasoned, only sounded the more classical;- 
pa!>sing perhaps for a quotation from Cicero or Livy. 
Ir. Crowe 
occasionally (but not as Public Orator) read a course of lectures on 
Architecture in Kew College hall; they \\ere tolerably well attended, 
though he did not profess to go deep into the subject. 
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the loyal mind of Oxford. I-Iis elegant but short poem 
called (Lewesdon Hill,' proved him to be a real poet; and 
consequently his opinion, in deciding the Prize Verse com- 
positions, had always great weight with his brother judges. 
l\Ir. Cro,,-e's income was never large, his College living 
being under .t300 a-year, and the Public Oratorship less 
. . 
than t I 00 1 . Under these CIrcumstances he never went to 
the expense of keeping or hiring a horse or carriage for his 
frequent journeys to Oxford from his living in 'Yiltshire; 
even in his later years he walked the whole way, not 
scrupling in hot weather to carry his coat, hung upon a stick, 
on his shoulder 2. On these pedestrian journeys he had not 
a very clerical appearance; and it happened one day that 
the late Lord Abingdon in his early days, while following 
the hounds, saw l\Ir. Crowe, in his walking costume, near 
a hedge; holding out a shilling, he called out, 'Here, old 
fellow, just hold back that branch, while I clear the gap.' 
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1 Query: I
 Anthony \Y ood justified in asserting (respecting the 
learned Dr. Hammond) that' being made Canon of Ch. Ch., he became, 
by vir/lie of tbat appointmelli, Orator of the University?' If so, when and 
why did the connection cease? \Yas the Canonry of Christ Church 
eyer formally at/acbed to the Public Oratorship, or the latter to the 
former? \Yas not Dr. Hammond elee/ed Orator by the University after 
he had become Canon of Christ Church by the appointment of Charles I, 
and not because of it or ' by virtue of it?' If our present Orator were 
to claim a Canonry, he might be answered as I was when, being 
Esquire Bedel in Law, I (though not in earnest) told :Mr. Collingwood 
of the Clarendon Press that he had usurped an office (that of Archi- 
typographus) which, by the Laudian Statute, belonged to me. 'Sir,' 
said he, 'if you raise the question, I think you \\ ould find that you 
have got my office of Esquire Bedel in Law.' 
i On his way he mixed freely with nlStics and other casual guests 
at way-side houses of refreshment; and by talking with them, without 
ceremony, and by studying their mode of thought, he extracted from 
them their real sentimen.s, and sometimes original ideas. 
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The branch was, of course, held back ;-whether the shilling 
was picked up and pocketed, with the (un-intended) affront, 
the story does not say; the probabi1ity is, that it was. I 
had sometimes the honour of breakfasting with him in m) 
early days at New College; for though an Incumbent, he 
kept a set of rooms (I can hardly call them furnished rooms) 
in College; on these occasions there was barely the addition 
of an egg to the usual buttery commons. From his fre- 
quent long walks, his habits of observation, and easy, familiar 
intercourse with farmers, artisans, and others, l\Ir. Crowe, 
among other kinds of practical information, had acquired 
a skill and tact in judging of timber; consequently he acted 
for New College as their JVoodman 1 . In that character he 
attended annually at the marking of such trees as were 
of proper age and condition to be felled in the woods of 
Stanton St.John, when his judgment (as well as his tre1lchant 
manncr of expressing it) was duly appreciated. I remember 
his preaching a sermon on 'the barren fig-tree,' when he 
strikingly re.minded the New College part of his auditors of 
his office at the College wood, by the emphatic manner in 
which he every now and then thundered out, ' Cut it down.' 
l\Ir. Crowe, as it may be readily supposed from what has 
been said, was not yery attentive to externals, such as matters 
of dress; dining one day at l\Iagdalen, he was asked by 
a friend why he appeared in his cassock as well as his 


I The' \Yoodman' was then, I belie\"e, a regular agent of the College 
in connection \\ ith the bursarial department. It is recorded of hi3 
cotcmporary, T. \Yarton, the Laureat, and the Historian of English 
Poetry, that he was (like Mr. Crowe) not averse from the company 
and conversation of per
on
 of a mean rank and education, with \\ horn 
he would sometimes drink his ale and smoke his pipe. I do not think 
however that 
Ir. Crowe (like T. 'Yarton) eyer attended at an e}.ecution, 
disguised in a car ter's dress! 
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gown; '\Vhy, in truth (he rep1ied) I have no cloth breeches 
in Oxford, so I put on these petticoats (which I keep here 
for St. l\Iary's) to hide myoId leathern shorts 1.' I used 
to hear an anecdote told of the Public Orator, that, once 
when (acting for the Regius Professor of Law) he had to 
present (for an I-Ionorary D.C.L. Degree in the Theatre) 
a foreigner who was a distinguished warrior, and had begun, 
as usual, 'lnsignissime Y"ice-Cancellarie et vos egregii 
Procuratores, præsento yobis virulu hunc beUicosissimum,'- 
on looking round to take his hand he found that the hero, 
attracted by something in his rear, had faced to the right 
about! The awkward incident was instantly and happily 
turned to rhetorical account, -' virum, aio, qui nunquam 
antea tergiversatlts est.' 
The ready wit, of course, told upon the whole Theatre, 
especially upon the gallery, while the distinguished general 
(also of course) took it all as a studied compliment to 
himself 2. 
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1 Conversing one day with a friend about his family, he cheerfully 
observed, ' \\'ell, you know; "God feedeth the young ravens," and so 
He will, I trust, the young Crowes.' 
2 I am bound to confess, that I have lately found this or a very similar 
story told of Dr. South in the Gentleman's :Magazine. In conclusion 
of this Chapter, I may add that it would be very easy (though not 
advisable) to introduce other 'University characters,' both those of 
whom a great deal, interesting and amusing, might be said; and still 
more, those of whom some one thing or saying might be recorded, 
as for instance, ':Mr. S-l, of St. J olm's' invented a piquant sauce, still 
called by his name in the College kitchen" But,' non locus hìc est 
pluribus umbris.' 



CHAPT ER XI. 


'Semper ego auditor tantùm? '- Juvmal. 


University SerJJlO1lS and Preachers. 


FEW persons probably have heard more sermons than 
I have; of course I shall be told 'that I ought to be, in 
proportion, the better for them;' I only rejoin, that I hope 
I am not the" orse, nolwilhstùlldÙlg, having conscientiously 
tried hard to consider it as a privilege, and not merely an 
official necessity. 
During my Undergraduate days (that is fronl 1802 to 
1806) I went to St. l\Iary's 'whenever a great gun' (as we 
caUed a noted preacher-not necessarily a Callon) was 
expected to fire away (as was then the wont) at a method- 
istical or a dissenting target. I heard also Dr. Tatham, 
Rector of Lincoln, preach his fanlous two hours and a half 
sermon 1, in defence of the genuineness of the disputed verse 


1 In the course of his argument, as he grew wann with his subject, 
he more emphatically than charitably wished' all the German critics 
(or 'Jarman,' as he pronounced it) at the bottom of the "Jarman It 
Ocean.' In charity, I presume that he only meant their writÌ1lgs; and 
as neither Porson's cutting* and overpowering Reply to Travis, nor 
Turton's answer to Burgess, on the disputed passage, incurred the 
Doctor's imprecations, I presume they had not then appeared. 
.. I find, on inquiry, that Porson's Strictures on Travis's Letters on the 
disputed text, after appearing in the Gentlt:man's Magazine in 1788 and 
17 8 9, were published as a whole in 1790. Dr. Tatham preached his long 
sermon in 1802 or 1803. Burgess wrote to invalidate Porson's arguments 
af
er Porson's death, in 1808. Turton's Reply to Burgess followed soon 
after. 
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in St. John's first Epistle, 'There are three that bear wit- 
ness,' &c. Long as the sermon was (and I have not over- 
stated the time), few, if any, left the church till the con- 
clusion 1; so strangely attractive was the mixture of learning 
and coarseness. Some persons however had better have 
left hiIn to his 'second hour-glass,' especially one old IIead 
.- 
of a College, who was said never to have recovered from 
the effects of the long sitting. 
Dr. Tatham had previously established his reputation by 
his Bam pton Lectures, entitled 'The Chart and Scale of 
Truth;' but he scarcely evcr resided in Oxford, preferring 
a rough country-life, farming his own glebe, and breeding 
(what he really prided himself upon) his own pigs2. Of 
course he seldom appeared at the Hcbdon1adal meetings; 
but when he occasionally dropped il1, he produced an effect 
like that of a bomb falling inside a battery,-a panic and 
a hasty packing-up of papers ensued, a cessation of dis- 
cussion, and postponement of 'the question,' with a whisper 
(it was said) of somcthing about 'The devil over Lincoln 3 !' 


1 The conclusion was to this effect :-' I lea.Ye the subject to be 
followed up by the" larlled" bench of bishops. who have little to do. 
and do not always do that little.' 
:l He was sometimes seen. on a market-day, opposite his College 
gate-way, mounted in a cart and helping to lalld safely a couple of fine 
hogs of his own breeding. In later life, indeed, though his fine counte- 
nance and bright eye never lost thnir expression of power and self- 
reliance. his costume and appearaI1ce were so suited to his favourite 
pursuit, that he was not very likely to be taken for a Doctor of Ðh-inity 
and Head of a House. 
3 In 1810. Dr. Tatham formally accused' the Board' of 'holding 
meetings in all artflil. collusive or smugglillg mall1ler.' The Board, III 
June of that year, ordered a Case to be prepared for the opinion of 
Council, as to legal proceedings against the Rector, under the statute 
, De famosis Libellis.' Dr. Tatham defied them; 'I am one,' he said, 
, with everyone against me.' No action was brought against him. In 
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In Chapter IX some observations occur on the subject of 
the Bampton Lectures; a few more words may nevertheless 
be allowed here. The vcry idea of an individual occupying 
the Uni
ersity pulpit for eight Sundays in Term-time (there 
being not more than twenty-one or two unclaÙJlcd Sundays 
in the academical year), and that individual addressing a 
necessarily shifting congregation through three successive 
Terms, may well be called preposterous 1. 'Vhat is called 


his latter years he resided entirely in the country; his College house (or 
lodgings) was locked up, not a servant living in it. As might be ex- 
pected, the house-key was sometimes not to be found on his unan- 
nounced, fl)ing visits. ':Kever mind, John,' he would say to the College 
Porter, · I can take my gin and water in the Common-room 
ian's 
pantry when I come in from the market.' lIe had ceased to attend the 
IIcbdomadal Board, where he had long opposed the Dean of Christ 
Church and Dr. l)arson5 of Ralliol in the construction of the Examina- 
tion Statute. · Give them (he uscd to say) more of Bacon and less of 
Aristotle: Dialectica here, Dialectica there, Dialectica everywhere!' At 
the end of one of his 'Addresses to Convocation' on this subject he 
\\ rites, · I have only to request that the old University :\Iotto, " Dominus 
Illuminatio mea" be changed into 
.. Aristotcles tcnebræ meæ.'" 


It seems to have been difficult to him to speak civilly of anyone; for 
instance, he ::iays of a learned Doctor of Divinity, 'One Yicessimus 
Knox, a specious but superficial \Hiter, endeavoured to expose the Uni- 
vel sity by publishing what he was pleased to call facts.' 
· I call out (in 1809) the dormant Profe
sor of Greek (Dr. \V. Jackson) 
to discharge his public duty or resign. He might well say of himself, 
.. 1 am a plain man. devoid of ceremony, blunt in my manner and abrupt 
in my explession.'" (See his Address to lord Grenville in 1811.) 
1 The offcr of such an endowment, if made now, would be rejected. 
or at least be modified, so as not to exclude other talented preachers, 
and prevent other important subjects from Lcing ventilated in their 
season. \\"hat, for in
tance, can he more llnseasonable than addressing 
the last of eight lectures (on what is called Commemoration Sunday) to 
a crowd uf vi=>itOls, who have heard none of the previous discourses? 
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'The Preaching-turn' does not come round to a clerical 
l\1.A. early enough to prevent him (being tired of waiting 
for it) from removing his name from 'the books 1;' while, 
at the 
ame time, and from the same cause, our Select 
Preachers have not a sufficient number of turns to work out 
their proposed subjects. .The answer to all this is, of course, 
'The University has accepted the Rev. John Bampton's 
bequest, nay, has enrolled his namc as a Bt'1zifactor
. we 
cannot therefore help ourselves.' But have not much 
greater invasions into Benefactors' wills and wishes been 
recently made? and, surely if the 'lvordÙzg of the bequest 
is all that stands in the way of any modification or cur- 
tailment, a Convocational or even a Parliamentary remedy 
might be found 2. 
U ndoubtcdly the 'IIigh Church movement' (thirty-three 
years ago S ) relieved the University pulpit, in general, from 
a succession of dry, cold discourses and occasional elegant 
essays. The re-action however went too far, and much too 
fast for the hearers; the changes were now rung on the 


1 This old custom of calling up preachers from the country, though 
pleasing in theory, is a failure in its results. Even when a clever man 
and good preacher comes up to take his turn, being a perfect stranger 
he attracts no juniors, and very few seniors, to S1. i\lary's. The days 
have long since gone by when it was felt to be a duty to attend the 
UniversÍty sermons in compliance witÞ the Statute. 
2 The remarks here freely made Lpply to the Lecturers generally, 
without any special reference; yet who can forget the choking effect of 
dry discourses, and what the common people call 'hard words?' The 
following specimen of sounding verbiage was noted down a good many 
years ago: 'A system thus hypothetically elaborated is after all but an 
inexplicable concatenation of hyperbolical incongruity!' Such sentences, 
delivered in a regular cadence, formed too often our Sunday fare, in days 
happliy gone by, 
S i. e reckoning from 1860, when this was written. 
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Church, the Sacran1ents, thc Rubrics, the Duty of Fasting, 
and frequcnt Communion, topics which till then had been 
scarcely ever alluded to, certainly never enlarged upon. Now 
and thcn indeed, before that movement, we had had excellcnt 
sermons, but at very long intervals; 'Preaching-turns' haying 
bcen eagerly obtained for such men as Rolleston of U niver- 
sity and l\Iiller of ,V orcester. But in gcneral University 
sermons were attended by a thin and listless congregation. 
, Select Preachers' did not yet exist, and consequently most 
of the un-accepted ' Preaching-turns' fell into the hands of 
some four or five residents, who were (not improperly) called 
, hack-prcächers,' or ' Oxford hacks.' 
On the rise of the IIigh Church party we began to 
have, at least, better written sern10ns; 'Preaching-turns' werc 
eagerly taken 1, and hack-preaching died out. Ever since 
that time (it must be confessed) the University sermons 
have greatly improved, being evidently written by the 
preachers of them, and producing an earnest attention from 
larger congregations. The appointn1ent of Select Preachers 
soon began to in1prove and elevate the character and tone 
of sermons generally; a sort of emulation was thus excited, 
and the consequence has been that the goodly array of 
Select Preachers (ten in number) have scarcely had turns 
enough to answer their own requirements, or to satisfy the 
desire to hear them. 
It was, it may well be supposed, a great relief (to the 
Vice-Chancellor and his attendants), when, in 1819, Dr. 


1 Defore this time, if a preacher did occasionally take hi5 turn and 
come up from the country, he was pretty sure to be a zealous, Calvin- 
istic divine; and all the sermons of that school were as sure to express 
(earnestly but tediously) one and only one side of the Christian religion,- 
truth, but not the whole truth, and lequiring generally more than an 
houl for its u",po
ition. 
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Hodson being Vice-Chancellor, the Long-Vacation sermons 
were t11tirely done away with 1; for if hack-preachers had 
filled the University pulpit too often in Tcnn-time, they 
would, as a matter of course, get and keep possession of it 
in the Long Vacation. One of them was known to have 
preached over and over again (at successive intervals, and 
.. 
without any regard to timcs or seasons) a few well-written 
sermons 2 which he had obtained from a clever friend (a 
former Bampton Lecturer). 
Another (and the' hack of hacks') always seemed to preach 
the same sermon; whether it really was always the same 
'Oxford hack' zvilh a 1lCUJ saddle and brÙlle, or whether the 
sermons "ere successively the productions of an ill-stored 
mind, unconsciously repeating its own platitudes, was a 
question never quite determined. 
A third sometimes boasted, that 'he 'vas the best-paid 
preacher in the Church of England ;-for he often got 
a guinea a head S l' 
A fourth once edified his Long-Vacation audience with a 
discourse on the character of Abraham: (I) as a patriarch; 
(2) as the father of the faithful; and lastly, as a country- 
gentleman I 


1 The Long-Vacation sermons on Sunday afternoons and on Saints' 
days had been experi71le1ltally, and }"y way of a feeler, discontinued for 
about tweh'e years before. 
2 It did not much matter however that they were well written, as they 
were certainly so badly preached that few whole sentences could be 
followed; and thus the' crambe repetita' passed unr
cognised, except 
by the experienced and long-suffering ear of one who knew both the 
preacher and the writer. 
3 His preaching-fee being four guineas, and his academical hearers 
(exclusive of official rersons) only three or four! The poor listeners 
had' the tinklillg cymbal,' and he the' nummos in arc;": 
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It would hardly be believed, without the assurance of the 
fact, that a retrograde step on a path of such obvious im- 
provemcnt should have been attempted; that is, that after 
eleven years' release from that solemn mockery (an Univer- 
sity sernlon without the chance of an U niversity audience), 
an effort should have been made (through the influence of 
Dr. Pusey) to restore the Long-Vacation morning sermon! It 
was however actually proposed in ConvocationI, June 25, 
1830 (Dr. Jones of Exeter College being the Vice-Chan- 
cellor), and only rejected (in a thin, careless House) b} 
a majority of three votes. I take to myself much of the 
credit of this rejection, by having introduced, in a printed 
circular, an anecdote, which I have since heard told as 
a good story: viz. that Lord Liverpool (the Prime l\Iinister) 
was fond, a
 an Oxford and a Christ Church man, of running 
down to Oxford, during the quiet of the Long Vacation 2. 
On the Sunday morning St. 
\[ary's great bell naturally drew 
him to the University sermon, which, agreeably to the state 
of things above detailed, he found only puzzling from its 
inanity 8. But this was not all; for it is said, that Lord 
Liverpool, on two successive sumn1er visits to his Alma 
l\Iater, made the same Sunday experiment, which was fol- 
lowed by a similar, nay, the same result; for he recognised 
the same preacher, and, what is more, the same (or what 
appeared to be the same) sermon 4! The circulation of 
1 It had, of course, been previously approved by the members of the 
Hebdomadal Board, scarcely one of whom would ever be present at 5uch 
sermons. 
2 · Jnter silvas Academi quærere verum,' or at least otiu11Z. 
S It had however one merit, brevity; and his Lordship, safe in hi::; 
incog1lito, retired with at least the sati
faction that he had not been 
preached at, as a former Premier, Lord North, was by an Oxford 
preacher. 
I X ow I do not youch for this being a fact to tbe very letter; the story 
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this anecdote certainly had a telling effect, and the promoter 
of the retrograde movement, though backed by his then 
rising party, failed to re-impose the heavy yoke-even though 
(or perhaps rather, because) he offered to find a supply of 
preachers from among his friends 1. 
That the proposed re-animation of a lifeless ceremony 
.. 
was wisely rejected has been thoroughly proved, not only 
from the fact that no like attempt has been nlade for now 
more than thirty years, but also from the increasing tendency 
in the University to make the Long V'acation a rea/zry 2. 


in its principal points had a good foundation of truth, and the occurrence 
was not only possible, but probable, from the fact that one particular 
preacher (" horn I have called ' the hack of hacks ') had managed almost 
to monopolise the Long-Vacation sermons. 
1 Certainly this very offer helped to defeat his ohject, and even roused 
a quiet and inactive man, Dr. kadford, Rector of Lincoln, to deliver 
a Latin speech again
t the measure in Convocation. 
2 In connection \\ ith this subject two hints suggest themselves: 
(I) that in the Long Vacation (of full three months) the Vicar of 
St. :\lar) 's might be induced to fill the pulpit, vacated by the University 
preachers, and add a pari::,h sermon to his :l\1orning Service. [N" .R. This 
has since been done,] (2) That Dr. Pusey might try his influence 
, nearer home,' and persuade the Dean and Chapter of Christ Church to 
perf OlIn that duty in our Vacations which, as a matter of COUlse, is per- 
formed throughout the year in other cathedrals; viz. to give on Sundays 
a full cathedral J.l1orning Set vice (including a sermon by one of the 
Chapter, or an adequate representative) for the benefit of the inhabit- 
ants and \-isitors. Not only ought this to be done, but it also seems 
not unlikely to be done (after a while), since' innovations,' in what was 
called' unchangeable Christ Church: have actually commenced under 
the auspices of Dean Liddell. Strangers coming to Oxford for the 
Sunday in the Long Vacation would not then have to ask, ' \Yhere is the 
cathedral? and why do we not find cathedral service there, at the usual 
canonical hours? If Christ Church has been a college for nine months, 
let it. at least, be a cathedral for three.' [:K. B. This also is now done 
by a full morning servi
e: 1869.J The Evening Service, at 5 p.m., 
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This subject cannot be better closed than by COP} ing a 
nlClnorandum which I wrote in 18 I 9, when the Long 
Vacation sermon was formally discontinued: 'Qucry: flow 
long will it be ere the sanle thing, or SOlne portion of the 

ame 
hall be done for the Christnlas \T acation sermons?' 
a qucstion which was at lcngth answered in l\lichaelmas 
Tcrnl, 1859, when most of the sermons in the 'Vinter 
Vacatiol1 were discontinued by a vote of Conyocation. 
From tinle imnlcmorial the University sermons (with the 
,"iew, probably, of kecping up the Incmory of the mother- 
church) had been preached in the Church of St. Peter's-in- 
the- East on rbe Sunday aftcrnoons during Lent, as also on 
S1. Pcter's day. If the preacher was a man of note or of 
rising reputation, the want of accommodation was greatly 
fclt as conlpared with that in S1. 
lary's. The Under- 
graduates and Bachelors sat in the gallcry, the l\Iasters in 
the body of the church, the \Tice-Chancellor, Doctors, and 
Proctors under the north windows (the \Tice-ChanceIlor's 
and the Proctors' pews Inay still be recognised by their size 
and position). Until 1822 (when the office ceased to exist) 


has lately been numerously attended in the enlarged choir and 
transept. Dr. Corfe, the talented organist, has greatly improyed and 
maùe the most of a limited choir; nor is he likely to be scolded as 
Dr. Crotch once was by Dean Jackson : 
Dean (\\ ith his \\ atch in hi.; hand, but no music in hi:, ear). ' ßlr. 
Organist, you are oyer your time.' 
Dr. C. '::\Ir. Dean, only a few minutes.' 
Deem. 'Only a few minutes, Sir, \\ hy, that's an age to an old man with 
rheumatism in his knees, and sitting unuèr ) our noisy organ,' 
X.B. The Dean's seat was then literally under the organ. which had 
not at that time been put a<;ide. It is but fair to state that the Cathedral 
has of late been opcn on Sundays \\ ith a 
Ioming 
en-ice and sermon 
also,-but at too early an hour. Even this i
, I believe, only a Long- 
'9acation arrangement. In Term time the Cathedral again become
 a 
College Chapel. 


R 
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the two 'Collectors,' as representatives of the 'Determining 
Bachelors,' sat in state in front of the gallery at St. Peter's, 
with a red velvet cushion before them to mark thcir place 
of honour. They were also conducted from their Colleges 
to church by a Yeoman Bedel borrowed from the Vice- 
Chancellor's staff; and, as their gown and sleeves were 
exactly like those òf the Proctors, they were of course 
capped by the freshmen, to the amusement of other Under- 
graduates. 
The only sermon connected with the 'Lent Exercises' 
and the 'Determining Bachelors' was one in Latin, on 
Ash \Yednesday, at St. ]\[ary's, and attcnded almost ex- 
clusively by the 'Determiners,' who wore their hoods and 
a lamb's-wool tippet or collar, and were addressed by the 
preacher throughout the sermon 1 as 'í1orentissimi Bacca- 
laurei.' 
\Yhen S1. l\Iary's Church was fe-opened in 1828, after a 
new arrangcment of seats and pulpit, with new galleries 
and a new organ-loft screen, the Lent sermons at S1. Peter's 
were, by a decree of Convocation, transferred to St. l\Iary's; 
a power was at the same time reserved to the Vice-Chan- 
cellor to give such turns in the Sunday-afternoon sermons, 
during Lent, to the Corpus men, as their Statutes require. 
For before proceeding to a B.D. degree their Statutes direct 
them to preach a sermon either at 'Paul's Cross,' London, 
or else at St. Peter's-in-the-East, during Lent. The former 
opportunity had long ceased with the removal of the Cross 


1 This sermon and the chanting of the Latin Litany in S1. 
Iary's 
chancel at R.3o a.m. every Saturday morning during Lent, "cre, of 
coursc, droppcd when the so-called' Determining' ceased in 18'22. The 
attendance of Determiners at the Latin Litany during Lent was enforced 
by a roll-call after the service, and a fim: on the absentees, levied at the 
College butteries by 11 Yeoman Bedel. 
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itself!; to preach thcrefore at 51. Peter's had been adopted 
as the othcr altcrnative. 
The University scrmon on S1. Peter's day, which had 
hithcrto becn preached by a membcr of Uni\'crsity College, 
\\as, on the re-opcning of S1. .L\Iary's (abov{" D1cntioned), 
transferred, sub szlt'1zli'o, to the regular list of 51. l\Iary's 
preachers: having been (it would seem) considered by the 
College as an onus rather than a privilege, it was suffered 
to lapse unclaimed. The College naturally might say, C \Ye 
preach, if we preach at all, at 51. Peter's; but if you go, as 
} ou mean to go, to S1. l\Iary's, you (the University) 111ust 
find the preachcr;' and so the University has done ever 
since. Qucry: lIas the Corpus clainz to a Lent Sunday 
preaching-turn e\'er been made of late years by the College, 
or thought of by the successive 'Tice-Chancellors in making 
out their list of 'Lent Preachers 2? ' 


1 The proverbial saying of 'robhing Peter to pay Paul' was thus 
re\ ersed. It \\ as in conformity \\ ith this College Statute that Hooker 
went to preach at · The Cross,' when falling ill in London, he was there 
carefully nursed, and married the daughter of the woman who nursed 
him. 
2 In this Chapter, and frequently elsewhere, Dr. Pusey's name has 
been freely and openly mentioned; the obvious excuse for such a liberty 
is that he has for so many years and so decidedly acted an influential 
part in the shifting scenes of our O
ford drama, that it would be mere 
tl ifling and affccl3.tion to avoid the use of it by a clumsy pel iphrasi:-; or 
a poor recourse to * * *. In fact, he may well be considered by this 
time as a bi
tf)rical per
ollage, or at least a public character. I reverence 
him 
incercIy, though I do not always aglee \
.ith him; and I hope he 
will forgive me for u
ing the same freedom of speech on que
tions of 
academic interest which he used in the debates and printed circulars 
about the :'latutc · Dc HeddI is. ' . 


R 2 
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'Quò fessum rapitis? '-Virgil. 


Recollections De Bedellis. 


OF all n1}' predecessors as Esquire Bedels, I am especially 
bound to mention l\?alhallÙl Cl)'11e, l\I.A.1, of St. John's 
College, who bequeathcd a small house in Cornmarket 
Street to his successors in the office of Esquire Bedel in 
Arts. This house was subsequcntly sold by the University 
authorities, and the sum of Æ400, the produce of the sale, 
was inyested in the Funds, the Esquire Bedel in Arts for 
the time being, receiving the interest yearly, viz. ÆI2, subject 
to income-tax 2. 
I haye often thought (when the eSþrit du corþs was par- 
ticularly strong upon me) that I would endeavour to make 
out from the University re .;ords a list of my predccessors, 
some of whose nan1es might be worth recalling. Indeed, 


1 
Ir. Cryne in 1745 left his books and 11SS. to the University; they 
are kept apart, I believe, in the Bodleian. 
2 Query: As the office of Esquire Bcdel in Arts will, by the recent vote 
of Convocation, expire with me or with my resignation, what will be 
done with the .t400 and the dividends? Can the University legally 
appropriate the money to any other office or any other purpose? 
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the old Presidcnt of ::\Iagdalcn, Dr. Routh, once said to me, 
, Yes, Sir, your staff has been held by many Fellows of 
Collcgcs and distinguished scholars; recently, Sir, as pcrhaps 
you know, by Dr. Paget, one of our Fellows.' In formcr 
years I have becn hindered by other duties from such a task, 
clnd aIll now too indifferent to the subject to carry out the 
idca. I shall thereforc confine my remarks to those who 
arc within nl y pcrsonal recollectzon. 
_lIr. 1J allhews, :\I.A., of Jesus College, and Esquire Bedel 
in Divinity, died at an advanced age in 1806. Though 
a :\Iaster of .. \.rts, he held the place of butler of his College! 
\Yhethcr he discharged the duties of the office in propriâ 
pcrsonâ or by deputy, I know not. At all events it may 
be considered as a proof of the simplicity of the times, or 
at lcast of that College. That he was highly respected, 
no stronger proof could be given than the fact that, of his 
thrce sons, one was a Fellow of Jesus (his own College), 
a second Fellow of St. John's, a third a l\Iaster Demy of 
:\Iagdalen. 
::\Ir. ::\Iatthews was succeeded as Divinity Bedel by Robert 
llall, R.C.L., and originally Gentleman-Commoner of \Vad- 
ham (whom I succeeded in ) 806). 
Ir. IIall, having spent 
his patrimony, had been elected by the exertions of his 
\Vadhmll friends to the Law staff, in I i93. Being no 
scholar, and having no particular pursuits, he gave way to 
an irritability distrcssing to himself and annoying to othcrs. 
For several years he shut himself up (or, rather, was shut 
up by illness), his duty being performed and his staff carried 
by a non-academic nephew! l\Ir. IIall and I were at first 
good friends, that is, as long as I, as his successor, held the 
Law staff, which was poorly endowed. But when, nine ) ears 
aftcr, I succeeded to the more lucrative place of Esquire 
Bedd in :\Icdicinc and Arts, and the increasing numbers 
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of the Univf'rsity improved my official receipts, l\Ir. Hall 
often annoyed himself by exposing an ungenerous envy. 
lIe died in 1832. 
i1Ir. RhodtS, 1\1.A. and formerly Fellow of \V orcester Col- 
lege, ,"as elected Esquire Bedel in :;\Iedicine and Arts in 1792. 
Though no longer Fellow, f\Ir. Rhodes lived, when I first 
knew hiln, in \'" orcester College. At the time when Oxford 
was high Tory and anti- Jacoòin he had sympathized with 
the French Revolutionists, and occasionally spent the Long 
,r acation in Paris. lIe lived, when in Oxford, a solitary, 
unsociable life, but frequented the Bodleian for his amuse- 
ment. His journëys to London (whither he regularly went 
to invest his money and receive his dividends) were always 
n1ade on foot 1. On one occasion he walked in from London 
unexpected by his scout; finding his rooms unprepared, he 
merely said, 'N" e\'er mind, John, I'll just take a turn round 
the Parks to take the stiffness out of my legs.' He does 
not appear to have turned his studies to much account. 
He was, however, a good scholar, and even ventured to 
publish a translation of Juvenal in verse! It is said to 
have been a very weak production; I never met with a 
copy2, and in our many conversations he never alluded to 
what was, 1 suppose, a sore subject. The' Edinburgh,' in 
reviewing (1 think) Gifford's Translation of J uvenal, gives 
Rhodes's first line as a sufficient proof of weakness. \Yas 
not this like judging of a house by a single brick? 


1 ''"hat is here said of :\lr. R.'s long walks might be said of many 
persons in those days of slow coaches, Porson,' in his days of forced 
economy,' would sometimes walk the whole distance between London 
and Cambridge ill a day. 
2 Since I wrote the above I have succeeded in finding a copy in the 
Bodleian under the heading of ' )"venal' in the Catalogue, and was sur- 
prised to find it a spirited, but/ree translation, with some sprightly notes. 
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l\Ir. Rhodes (who was also Proctor in the Court, Uni- 
versity Coroner, and Clerk of the l\Iarket) was always 
punctual in the discharge of his official duties. IIis style 
of liying was vcry peculiar; on one occasion, when I had 
to call upon him, I found him drinking run1 and water, 
and enjoying (what he called his luxury) the fumes of to- 
bacco, not through a pipe or in the shape of a cigar, but 
burnt lÍz a dislz! If this was his frequent custom, it is not 
surprising that he should be attacked by apoplexy, which 
soon ended in his death in 1815. lIe had saved, it '\as 
said, Æ I 0,000, which, as he died intestate, were claimed by 
a brother, a schoolmaster in Birmingham, who had never 
expected such a windfall. 
.;.lEr. Bobart, Esquire Bedel in Law, successor to ::\Ir. Hall, 
had in early life been for three }"f'ars a Comnloner of 
t; nh'ersity College, but neyer graduated. He was probably 
the only instance of a non-graduate holding the office of 
Esquire Bedel; nor was that the only drawback to his fitness 
for the appointment, for he ,yas rather advanced in rears. 
Hi
 claÌ1ns, however, upon the University (or rather, on a 
party, and that an influential one) were peculiar, and 
require a detailed statement. His father and grandfather 
(I believe of German origin) had been connected with 
the Oxford Botanical Garden - the latter as l\Ianager or 
Curator, and the forn1er as Professor of Botany. That 
:\Ir. Bobart did not take a Degree in his early days was 
not from any deficiency in such scholarship as was required 
for a Degree at the end of the eighteenth century. Like 
sonle few individuals in the University at othcr and later 
tinlCs, he had acquired a taste for driving 1; but, unlike 


1 .\ rece:lt Dampton Lecturer, contrasting the present time with those 
of his early recollections, congratuJated the Cni,-ersity on the fact' that 
the race of Jehus and Nimrods had pas
ed a.way!' 
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those individuals, he thought he might as well make his 
favourite pursuit a source of profit. lIe therefore in\ ested 
his patrimony in a four-horse coach, to run between Oxford 
and London, hinlself being the auriga. He kept up, at 
least, his acquaintance with Yirgil, and was fond of chal- 
lenging a freshnlan on his coach-box to ' cap 'l'erses.' l\Iany 
. 
a routh \yas led, fron1 this encounter, to argue, , If Oxford 
coachmen arè such scholars, what must the tutors and the 
heads be!' Poor Robart was either very unfortunate on thc 
road, or had lost much of his skill in driving, for twice, 
within a short period. his coach was upset, and he hin1self 
was, on each occasion, the suffcrer by a broken leg. These 
accidents, however, gave a new and unexpected turn to his 
fortunes and occupations; first, they caused him to ' give up 
the reins:' and secondly, they induced several of his academic 
patrons (especially at Ch. Ch., headed by l\lr. Goodenough, 
aftcrwards Dean of \V ells) to bring forward 'the classical 
coachman' as a candidate for the office of Esquire Bedel! 
The strong feeling excited for hinl prevented any opposition, 
and, though rather advanced in age, he was unaninlously 
clected on the death of l\lr. Rhodes, above mentioned, in 
the year 1815. 
He was a thoroughly respectable man and most exemplary 
in his private life and faInily duties. \Ve did not nleet much, 
except on duty, when we always (as he would say) 'ran 
our horses together very pleasantly.' It is but justice to 
him to record the following anecdote, not only as showing 
the nlan (and indeed two other good men besides), but as 
illustrative of the then state of things at Oxford, and espe- 
cially at St. l\lary's. \Ve had been (as usual at the opening 
of Tern1), I think in 1838, to the Latin Litany and Sermon, 
and (as was then also usual) had left the church with the 
\
ice-Chancellor, the Hely Conlmunion (so solemnly required 
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hy Statute) being omitit'd J'-none but the University officers 
having been present to hear a Latin sermon mun1blcd by a 
hack-preacher, and the solemn Latin.Litany rattled through 
in a slovenly manner. On leaying church, Bobart met 
:\Iessrs. Dcnison and Hamilton, Fellows of l\Ierton (fellows 
too in many other respects, and afterwards successiyely 
Bishops of Salisbury). These good men, seeing Bobart in 
his official dress, and, like most other residents of the day, 
altogcther forgetful of the solemn ser\'ice, cried out, , Hallo ! 
Bobart, what's going on to day? where have you been with 
your staff?' , 'Yhy, Gentlemen,' he rcplied, 'we haye been 
where you, and such as you, ought to have been.' '..\h, 
indeed! and where was that?' "Yhere I-why, at S1. l\Iary's 
Church; where, after Tallis's Litany, and a Latin sermon, 
preached to empty benches, the authorities turned their 
backs upon the chancel, and the Holy Communion was not 
adn1inistered, on the plea of " no congregation." , , ''''ell,' 
they replied, 'that is sad, indeed; it ought not to be; we 
take our share of the blame; and, be assured, this shall 
not happen again,-at least in our time.' K or did it ;-the 
next like solemnity brought together at least forty senior 
academic communicants ;-and this, not n1erely 'exempli 
gratiâ' (as the Statute required of seniors), but as wi:::ihing to 
infuse new life into what had become a deadening, if not a 
dead ceren10ny. i\or up to this tilne (1861) has the attend- 
ance at Latin Litany and Communion very greatly (though 
it has in some measure) slackened. Indeed it has been 
an edifying privilege to see n1en of various and strongly- 
marked shades of religious opinion thus lueeting at the 
Lord's Table. Convocation too since then has secured by 
a new Statutc, De Concionibus, a better supply of Latin 
sermon writers. 
But to return to poor Dobart (and what I am about to 
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add will explain why I call him þoor Bobart) ;-anxiety for a 
nUlnerous sccond family preyed upon his mind; his spirits 
sunk and his healthy religious turn became melancholy. His 
somewhat Calvinistic views threw a dark shade over his con- 
scientious scruplcs; his mind ga \"e way, and in a wretched 
1110nlent he comn1Ïtted suO cide. 
In one of his brighter days Bobart had christened Grand- 
Compoll1lders '::\Ir. Cox's tuli ps 1.' As Grand-Compounders 
ha\"e beconle, 
ince 1837, a1l exlinct species, it is as well to 
add here, that, undcr the 01<.1 systeln, graduating persons 
ha\'ing Æ300 a year (' sive in agris, sive in pecuniis'), paid 
extra fees (e. g. .t....o instead of Æ I.... for 
r. 
\., and t 30 
instead of Æ7 for B...\.), werc called' Grand-Con1pounders,' 
and, as such, wore a red gOZfJll on being admitted to a 
Degree. Forty years ago a great deal of fuss and trouble 
was occasioned by a manes 'going out' as a Grand-Com- 
poundcr. For instance, on the day prcceding the Degree- 
day, he with his dean waited on thc 'Vice-Chancellor and 
Proctors (at the Delegatcs' Room) to ask an extra Grace 
anlI request thcir attendance on the morrow. (This cere- 
1110ny was called' the circuit.") On the morrow accordingly, 
-whatc\"er the distance and whate\"er the weather,-the 
\Tice-ChJ.ncellor and Proctors headed a procession, con- 
sisting of the Grand-Colnpoundcr (who walkcd capite 'aperto 
with his prcsentator by his side) and the members of his 
College, cheered, on the war to the Con\"ocation IIousc, by 
the sound of St. ::\Iary's bells. It was quite a show-spectacle 
for'Iionisers,' to see such a procession start from the Com- 
mon
rOOln at Christ Church (where, of course, Grand-Com- 
pounders were most frequent), the 
oblemen in their purple 


1 It is singular that -:\leade, 
lilton's tutor at Cambi idge, used to call 
the dandy Fellow-Commoners' C'ni\"ersity fulit s .' 
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and gold dresses, the Canons preceding them 'lvzïhÙz the 
walls, but at ' Canterbury Gate' drawing back to give them 
precedence ! 
Grand - Compounders were comparatively raræ a'l}es in 
former days, and almost confined to the aristocracy; but as 
the sons of commerce began to increase the number, such 
a cerenlony would naturally be soon found burdensome and 
unsuitable to the times. Its discontinuance, however, was 
caused rather unexpectedly. Dr. Richards, Vice-Chancellor 
in 1806, on attending a procession of this kind caught a 
cold from which he never recovered, The Grand- COln- 
pounder
s procession fell naturally into ill fa\'our. But it 
was not wholly .discontinued till 1817, and then only 'if 
not claimed.' It was not, however, clailned till 1853, when 
l\Ir. Baxendale of Balliol, being about to take the Degree 
of l\I.A. as Grand-Compounder, demanded a procession;- 
wishing (as it was said) 'to have the dance as he paid the 
piper.' The procession was not regularly grallit'd to him, 
but as the Yice-Chancellor, Dr. Cotton, passed by from 
\V orcester College with his procession, the candidate and 
all the Balliol men j(JÙzed on, to the wonder and amusement 
of the lookers-on. This attempt, however, had its (probably 
intended) effect, and on the revision of the Degree-fees in 
1855, 'novæ tabulæ' were drawn up and Grand-ColnpounJers 
ceased to occur. For myself (whose interest in Grand-CoI11- 
pounders' fees was duly considered by a compensation in 
the new table) this cessation was a great relief; inasmuch 
as it had been a fatiguing as wen. as an unpleasant and 
responsible task, to extract an answer from each candidate 
for a Degree to three troublesol11e questions. First,' IIow 
were you n1atriculated, as to your father's quality? Ann. fil.? 
Gen. fil.? or what?' each nlan's fees being acconlingly, 
thoùgh slightly affected. Secondly,' Ilow many terms have 
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) ou actually kept? -exclusive of the term in which ) ou 
matriculated and this in which you graduate?' This again, 
though often, at the impulse or recollection of the moment, 
incorrectly answered, was to be considered in the fees. 
Thirdly (and in some respects chiefly), 'IIave you any inde- 
pendent income, exclusÏ\ of University revenue?' (which 
was not reckoned). Ordinary Proceeders answered sin1ply 
, 
 0,' and paid the lowest fees, If the answcr was ' \T es,'-- 
, have rou Æ300 a year of your own?' if' \. es,' which was 
gencrally given with reluctance, son1etimes e),.torted with diffi- 
culty arid loss of time, ' Then you are a Grand-Con1pounc1er 
and your fees are so and so.' If undcr Æ300 a rear and 
above t5, the proceeder was entered as Petty Compounder, 
and paid IOS. 8d. I110re than the ordinary proceeder. I should 
mention (to finish a story that will nevér have to be told 
again), that for the ::\I.A. Degree (as also in the superior 
faculties) the farther question ,,-as asked of those who were 
in Orders, ' I-lave you a living rated at .,t40 a rear in the 
Liber Regis?' (very fcw livings being rated so high). ' If so 
-rou are a Grand-Compounder; if only Æ5 you are a Petty 
COll1pouncler.' By the new table all this inquisitorial process 
is done away with; e\'err B.A. pays Æ1 IOS., and every 1'1...\. 
tI2, so that not only the paying of fees but the receiving of 
them is greatly simplified and expedited 1. 
It is the painful consequence of an extended life and a 
long continuance in office to hLlVe to record the departure 
not only of cotemporaries but even of juniors. And not 
only juniors, but also (in my case) friends and pupils. I 
stand in this relation to two recent Esquire Bedels, both of 
them for n1any years my pupils at New College School. 


] If anyone should think the above account of Degrees, Processions, 
&.c. prolix, let him compare it \\ ith that of Ayliffe, vol. i. p. J 50 et seq. 
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Both of thcln were amiable, sensible, and modest; both of 
theIn, fron1 pcrhaps the consciousness of a weak constitu- 
tion, lived a quict, unobtrusive life. H?zïIÚl1Jl J.l/illèr, l\I.A., 
Esquire Bedel in Law, was succeeded in his office by 
n: n
 Harrzso1l, n. A. of Brasenose College, who win be 
distinguishcd, after my death or resignation, as the last of 
the old Triulnvirate of Esquire Bedels. l\Iy other friend and 
former pupil, IIcnry Forster, Esquire Bedel in Divinity and 
l\LA., who died in April, 1857, left no successor, his office 
having (by the recent enactlnent) expired with him. 
I have somewhere read that Laud recommended that the 
three Esquire Bedels (not merely the Law Bedel as was 
pro\"ided but not enforced in the old Statute) should be 
employed in the University Press; if his advice had been 
taken, we should all have been stereotyped! 
::\Iembers of Convocation will not object to an extract 
from a Latin speech made in Convocation by Dr. Ralph 
Bathurst, President of Trinity, on the election of an 
Esquire Bedel, on June 6, 1676. (See "Tarton's Life of 
Ralph Bathurst.) 


'Qualis is esse debet, quem electuri estis, paucis ex- 
ponam. Sit, opto, sobrius, sedulus, fidelis, obsequio dexter 
et præsens, specie habituque externo ad decorem virilem 
compositus; sit etiam ncgotiis turn intel1igendis aptus, tun1 
gercndis promptus et expeditus,-quique Acaden1iæ nomine, 
si quando res postulat, ad magnates et AuIicos legati mu- 
ncre, si non honorificè at saltern non indecorè, fungi possit. 
Tales certè vic1erunt majores nostri, et supersunt usque hodiè 
reliquiæ veterum Bedellorum haudquaquan1 pænitendæ; qui 
agilcs et assidui officio suo etiam in provcctâ ætatc nullâ ex 
parte desunt,' &c. 
On that occasion, C. i1IÙ1Shllll, F eIlow of K e\\" College, was 
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elected, 'una. aspirantibus Nic. Crutch, ColI. Ball. Socio et 
N. Y"iolet in curia Cancellarii Advocato.' 
Having obtruded much that is dull in relation to Esquire 
Bedels, I will relieve the subject with rather a livelier repre- 
sentation, in an extract from Percy's Ancient Poetry, vol. iii. 
p. 316: 'John Grubb, of witty n1cmory in Oxford, 1688, in 
his second part of " St. George for England," speaks thus of 
a fat man :- 


, He had a phiz of latitude, 
And was full thick i' th' middle; 
The cheeks of puffed trumpeter, 
And paunch of 'Squire Bedel!' 
Pcrcy's note on the last line is, 'men of bulk, answerable to 
their places, as is well known in Oxford.' Alas! that such 
a fine breed (fallen off, as we are, in fat and favour) should 
be doomed to become extinct 1 
Among fonner Esquire Bedels it would not be fair to 
leave out the laborious antiquary, Thomas Hearne, l\I.A., of 
St. Edmund Hall, who succeeded to the office of Esquire 
Bedel in Law, Jan. 1715, cxpecting (as had since Laud's 
time been the case) to be at the same time the Archi- 
typographus of the University Press. The Vice-Chancellor, 
however, ' chose, on his own authority, to separate the two 
offices, and set over the Press a con1mon printer.' By the 
Statute Dc Typographis Universitatis (which has lately dis- 
appeared from the Statute Boot..) the Architypographus was 
to be 'Ylr Græcis, Latinisque literis probè instructus et in 
studiis Philologicis versatissimus;' and as such he was to 
hold also the office of Esquire TIedel in Law. IIearne did 
not long hold the staff, thus separated from the Press,- 
he had made himself obnoxious by publishing Non-juror 
writings, and the Oaths of Allegiance &c. stuck in his throat. 
He fell back upon his office of Under-Librarian at the Bod- 
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leian; but even thcre his politics were turned against him. 
On bcing deprivcd of that post, he retired to a studious life 
in S1. Edlnund Hall. He was succeeded as Esquire Bedel 
by \V. l\Iussendine, :\I.A. and Fellow of l\Iagdalen College. 
(See a book in two \"ols. called' The Lives of Leland; IIearne, 
and Anthony 'Yood,' published 1772.) 
N. B. Cambridge did not (as Oxford did) originally 
possess its 'cherished TrÙuJlvz'rale of Esquire ßedels;' :\Ir. 
'Valsh, in his 'Historical Account of Cambridge,' (publ. 
in 1837), says, 'The office of Esquire Bedel is one of the 
Inost lucrative and honourable in the University; anciently 
there were only two, -a third was instituted in 1556.' [In 
186 4 the number was again reduced to two; Calnbridge 
having, in spite of a recent vote to the contrary, partially 
followed the example of Oxford.] The following are some 
of my predecessors in distant times. 
I. Bedell Hall was bequeathed to the Poor Scholars in 
12 94 by Reynold de la Leigh, Esquire Bedel. 
1. In 1533 E. Standish, Esquire Bcdel, left several re- 
venues for the maintenance of an honest, secular 
priest to sing for his soul and that of his mother, 
in S1. Peter's in the East. 
3. J. Doe (or Doo), Esquire Bedel-his epitaph is given 
by "
ood, though it has disappeared (with many 
others) from St. l\Iary's; his arnlS were, 'A Bedel's 
staff, between two does' heads erased.' 
4. In St. .A.ldate's Register occur
 that of l\Ir. R. Peers, 
Student of Christ Church and Esquire Bedel, in 1690. 
5. I-Iolywell Church Rcgister gives the names of Bernard 
Hore, Esquire Bedel in 1658, and of (a nanlesake of 
mine) Potten Cox, Esquire Bedel in 1715. (Peshall's 
lIistory of Oxford.) 
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Of the JTeoman Bcdds, in my long experience, I have little 
to say; they have been truly respectable men, though none 
of thenl more so than the present trio, l\Iessrs. Pillinger, 
Harper, and IIaines. The days are gone by when a 
Yeoman Bedel, after opening Convocation according to 
Statute, 'Intretis in Con\ocationem, l\Iagistri, intretis,' used 
to think and say he had Ùltrca!ed the l\Iasters. [Pillinger 
died since this was written.] 
In 1806 there were two Yeoman Bedels respectively 
naIned Bliss and 'Yise, of whom saucy Undergraduates would 
sOlnelimes say, "Yhere ignorance is blzss, 'tis folly to be 
'lfJlse.' '\'lse indeed was not over wise; but l\Ir. Bliss was 
a respectable bookseller in a slnall way, and his father was 
assistant to Radcliffe's first Observer, Dr. IIornsby. 
In connection with l\lr. Bliss's name I may be allowed to 
introduce the following anecdote. About the year 1800 the 
performance of an Exercise in the l\Iusic School attracted 
a crowd at the entrance; the Proctors on trying to clear a 
passage, being somewhat roughly pressed upon." endeavoured 
to expel a young man, a son of l\Ir. Bliss (who was in attend- 
ance as a \"'eoman Bedel). The young man resisted, and 
with some warmth of expres
ion. The Proctors having sat 
out the performance, called upon 1\Ir. Bliss to require his son 
to apologise or to do so for him. l\Ir. B. respectfully declined 
to do either. In our days of fair dealing and liberal notions 
it will hardly be believed that the father (under the threat of 
suspension on the day of 'deponing and resuming' the 
staves) was made to apologise for his son and himself in 
the Convocation House! 
l\I y þersonal interest in the subject of this chapter lllust 
plead nlY excuse for its length. 
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I Fungar vice cotis.' -Horace. 


Recollccti01tS front A.D. 1831 to A.D. 1836. 


A.D. 1831. 


[B A. 280. !tI.A. 184. Hon. D.C.L. at Commemoration, 5.] 


OXFORD at this time was partly supplied with water from 
the Isis; but the water-works by which it was thrown up 
were so constructed at Folly Bridge (as if the very name 
was contagious), that whenever the river overflowed (and 
that happens, as we all know, pretty often in autumn, 
winter, and spring) no water could be supplied to the 
town 1 ! 
Jan. 10. The notorious Carlile, on his trial for wicked 
and libellous publications, was appropriately defended by 
his friend, the 'Rev.' Robert Taylor, alias 'The Devil's 
Chaplain,' as he was called. 
In this Lent (the forms and exercises of 'Determination' 
having been illler1Jlzl/t'd, a soft term for their abolzlion) , the 
names and not the persons of the Bachelors of Arts, who 


1 This fault of engineering has been long corrected, and really pure 
\\ atcr introduced from what is called the · Rail-road Lake,' a piece of 
water fonned from the springs on removing a large bed of gravel. 
S 
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would have determined, were presented by the Deans of 
Colleges, in a special Congregation, in order to be Regis- 
tered. So ended 'Determination,' which had become a 
farce. 
'The granting of a Term,' which had taken place on 
the accession of Georg
 IV, was called for by some people 
to mark the beginning of 'Villiam IV's reign; but having 
then been pronounced to be 'a doubtful good.' it was now 
pooh-poohed. 
Feb. 6. l\Ir. Bulteel of Exeter College and Curate of 
81. Ebbe's (who afterwards seceded from the Church, or 
rather had his licence taken away by the Bishop for frater- 
nising with Dissenters and preaching in their chapels 1), 
preached, in his own turn, at S1. 1\Iary's, a sermon distin- 
guished as well by its length as by a most violent attack upon 
the University, especially on the IIeads of Colleges. He 
not only preached it, but also published it. Dr. :Burton, 
Regius Professor, published a feeble answer. to which 
l\Ir. 13ulteel replied. A' Friendly Letter,' addressed to 
l\Ir. Bulteel, also appeared, hut the 'lethalis arundo' still 
rankled; he had told the authorities some home truths 
(though bitterly overstated), especially as to the serious evil 
of giving Testimonials for Orders as a n1atter of course. The 
following are a few out of many dull lines that appeared in 
print in reference to this sermon and some contemporaneous 
radical movements in St. Ebbe's Parish :-- 


'From Priest to meanest pauper there 
Plans of Reform they're broaching, 
And ruthless prate of Church and State, 
"That ruin's fast appro:lching." 


1 It ended in l.is huilding a large chapel in Oxford, to \\hich he 
for some years attracted a numerous congregation, who were called 
, Bulteelers.' 
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This dubbs the Doctors reprobates, 
That stylcs our Statesmen villains; 
lIard this one thinks, hard that one drinks, 
For ardent are their feelings!' 


c. \ 


l\Ir. Bulteel pronounced the Bishop's act as to his licence 
to be that' of an oflìcer of the Church of Antichrist.' 
Feb. 17. I held a most painful inquest on the death of 
Lord COJryers Osborne, second son of the Duke of Leeds and 
a K obleman of Christ Church. \T erdict, 'Death per Ilifor- 
IU1l1Um,' or 'Chance-l\Iedley.' Lord Hillsborough [afterwards 
l\Iarquis of Downshire, and lately deceased] gave the follow- 
ing evidcnce: 'About half-past eleven on the nìght of the 
16th inst. I was running rathe.r riotously about Peckwater 
Quad. with two or three young companions. The deceased 
(Lord C. Osborne) came-out of his room, when I, wishing to 
save him from rough usage, forced him back into his room. 
...\ scuffle took place; the deceased, resisting my interference, 
struck me, and I struck him in the body, intending to force 
him into his chair.' 
Being asked 'wlïll 'what he struck him?' 'H''itll tlus,' was 
the answer, and he held up his doubled fist! 'Observing,' he 
continued, 'that Lord C. Osborne sunk back in his chair and 
vomited, I became alarmed, and, after rubbing his temples 
with lavender-water, sent for l\Ir. Hitchings the surgeon.' 
Lord^ Osborne was a small, delicate man, Lord Hillsborough 
tall and powerful. Lord Hillsborough, after braving it out 
for a while, took his leave of Christ Church; the blow was 
indeed a heavy one to Lord C. Osbolae's family. 
This Christ Church inquest reminds mc of a strange story 
told in a strange, cold manner by Horace 'Val pole (see his 
Correspondence with Sir IIorace l\Iann, vo1. ii. p. 344). 
, April 10, 1747. 'Ve have some chance of a Peer's trial, that 
has nothing to do with the rebellion. ..\ servant of a College 
s 2 
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h1.S been killed at Oxford, and a verdict of" wzlful murder 
!!J' persons unknown" brought in by the Coroner's inquest. 
Those perso1ls u1lknow1l are supposed to be Lord Aber- 
gavcnny, Lord Charles Scott (second son of the Duke of 
Buccleugh), and two more, who had played tricks with the 
poor fellow that night vhile he was drunk, and the next 
morning he was found, with his skull fractured, at the foot 
of the first Lord's staircase. One pities the poor boys, who 
undoubtedly did not foresee the melancholy event of their 
sport.' \T ery true; but was there no pity for the poor 
man 1 ? 
Feb. 23. l\Ir. \Yhite, of l\Iagdalen College, was duly chosen 
Proctor, but the rfportÙlg of his election to the Yïce-Chan- 
cellor, as required by the Statute, 011 the same day, was for- 
gotten and on1itted, On the 28th the VIce-Chancellor, Dr. 
J ones, sent a note to the President of l\Iagdalen to ask if 
any notice had ever been sent by the College, as he had 
received none. The President answered byapologising for 
the omission and informing him of l\Ir. \Yhite's unanimous 
election. This was followed by another note from the Yìce- 
Chancellor, stating that he had taken advzce, and in conse- 
quence considered that the nomination of a Proctor had 
lapsed to him, and that he had nominated a Gentleman of 
l\Iagdalen IIall. The College of course felt indignant; 
though willing to n1ake all due amends for the ccremo1!J' 
omilled, they were prepared to argue that it did not affect 
their real election, as the wording of the Caroline Statute 
seems to refer only to the case of a disputed, undecided 
election, whereas theirs was quite statutable and unanimous. 
An1usingly enough, it turned out that the Vice-Chancellor 
I A pamphlet was puLlished in 174ï in London, entitled' A Letter 
to the Heads of the University of Ohford on a late verY remarkable 
affair .' 
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himself, in correcting this error, had fallen into another, not 
having made his nomination' intra tridult1Jl' as required by 
the Statute! The Hebdomadal Board (on the 7th of l\Iarch) 
rejected the claim still made by the College and referred the 
decision (as provided for by the Statute) to a Council, com- 
posed of the Vice-Chancellor and the two senior Doctors of 
Divinity \ who settled the matter amicably by giving back 
the elective power to l\Iagdalen College, who, of course, 
again elected 1\Ir. \"'hite, who was duly admitted. 
In l\Iarch, l\Iathematics began 10 look up in Oxford, four 
l\Iathematical Scholarships, of Æso a year, being founded. 
,A great stir was made this year for Parlian1entary Reform; 
Convocation, of course, carried a vote against it,-but with 
a decreasing majority. 
In l\Iay, the Examination List began to exhibit a pretty 
large Fourth Class. In June a silver candelabrum was pre- 
sented to Dr. Tournay by the members of \Vadham College 
on his resignation of the \Vardenship. 
July I. Died, at an advanced age and greatly respected, 
the Rev. John Gulch, who, as an antiquary, had laid Oxford 
under obligation by his edition of Anthony \V ood's work. 
lIe had for several years received a well-earned pension 
from the University as former Registrar. 
Sept. 30. Augustus Hare, of New College (the same Au- 
gustus Hare who, as l\Iaster of the Schools, examined Cicero 
Rabbitls of l\Iagdalen Hall!) appealed against the election of 
Founder's l{in at \Yinchester and New College. Counsel 
were heard before the Bishop of \Vincbester and two Judges. 
l\Ir. Erie (afterwards Lord Chief Justice) asserted' that there 
was not a drop of \Yykeham's blood left in his so-called kin; J 


1 Or {according to another account) to the Yice-Chancellor, the Senior 
Head of a House, and. the Senior D.D. Dr. Routh, being both, ga\e 
the Proctorship, of course, back to ::\1r. \\nite ! 
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and that a certain noble family had on all unfounded þedigree 
sent 'F(illlldt'r' s kin to the School and College for several 
generations! ' The Visitor, of course, look ttine 10 consz"dt'r. 
But, I believe, nothing came of the appeal; nothing was 
done till it was done in earnest by the Commissioners in 
18 55. . 
Oxford must haye been unusually unmusical at this period, 
as conc
rts at the l\Iusic Room were so thinly attended, 
though l\Idc. Stock
ausen and l\Ir. Phillips were engaged, 
that the expenses were not covered by the receipts. 


A. D. 1832. 
[B.A. 277. 
I.A. 163. Hon. D.C.L. at Commemoration, 4.] 
A Fellow of a College (who at this date drove a tandem) 
called his leader Xerxes, and his shaft-horse ..A.rtaxerxes, 
Being asked why, 'Our Tutor (he replied) used to tell us 
that Aristotle's l\Ietaphysics were so called, because they 
came after (flEnì) the" Physics;" so, my leader having, some- 
how or other, got the nanle of Xerxes, I (assisted by the 
groom) natned his follower Arter-xerxes, or more correctly 
Arta:>.-erxes.' 
A testy Proctor, grieved at the frequent appearance of 
the above mentioned tandem-drzver, as in his opinion setting 
a bad example to junior academics who ,vere not allowed 
such a privilege, is said to ha.ve closed his r
monstrances 
with a Ciceronian reproof: -' Quousque ta1ldem abuteris 
patientiâ nostrâ ! ' He died from an upset. 
In this year, l\Ir. Bulteel, 'the outcast minister of Christ,' 
as he called hin1self (and who has been mentioned already, 
at some length), published an account of his restoring three 
females (by prayer and intercession) from a state of bed- 
ridden helplessness, of several years' standing, to the power 
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of walking. One of them (his wife's sister) had (he said) 
for seventeen years 'suffered many things of many phy- 
sicians ! ' 
In the Public Examination, in l\Iichaelmas Term, 1831, 
illr. Scymer of Alban flaIl, though blind from his birth, 
obtained a Second Class! Lord Grenville, our Chancellor, 
sent him a present of twenty pounds, as a sort of prize. 
It was said, by way of explanation of so great a feat under 
such circumstances, that 1\Ir. Seymer had a clever, devoted 
sister who read with him. The Examiners gave him all 
possible help and kind consideration 1. 
Feb. 7 died myoid colleague Robert Hall, Esquire 
Bedel in Divinity. On his death there were four candi- 
dates for his staff: l1Ir. Forster, 1\1...:\.. of New College, who 
had 105 votes; Dlr. Dynham, B,A. of 1\Iagdalen Hall, 
who had 4-1-: l\Ir. C. I{ing, B.A. of l\Iagdalen College, ",ho 
had 20; and 1\Ir. J. Cox, l\I.A. of Christ Church, who had 
I 7 votes. 
April 12 died l\Ir. C. l\Ionk, B.A. and Fellow of New 
College. This gentleman, though only a B.A., was a senior 
Fellow when he died; his residence at New College had 
been cut short in a very singular and shocking manner. He 
was somewhere in the country, not far from Oxford, on 
a Sunday, and actually 'read the Service' in the parish 
church, not being in orders! This shameful act, of course, 
got wind; but those days of laxity were at least days of 
mercy, and he was allowed to hold his Fellowship on the 
condition of his never residÙzg. This sort of connection 
continued for thirty years, and at his death he showed his 
love for New College, and (we may suppose) his gratitude 


1 N.B. In 1862 a pension of one hundred pounds was granted to him 
by the Crown 'for his cont1Ïbutions to literature, and his labours in 
educating thc nnti\"cs of India, in spite of his blindness.' 
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for the mercy shown to him, by leaving to the College 
several hundred pounds. 
In this year the Rev. Daniel 'Vilson succeeded John 
l\Iatthias Turner as Bishop of Calcutta; the successor 
(though apparently not of a strong constitution) made up 
by his long tenure of h
 sacred office, for the short epis- 
copate of his predecessors, l\Iiddleton, James, Heber, and 
Turner. 
The second reading of the Riform Blll was carried even 
in the House of Lords, by a majority of nine 1 The Univer- 
sity petitioned against it to the last. 
June 2. 1\Ir. Robert 1\Iontgomery (formerly of Lincoln 
College), in advertising his new poem ' The l\Iessiah !' (his 
lilies åt least were ambitious) added' By the author of "The 
Omnipresence of the Deity!!" '-he could not I suppose 
screw up his courage to add 'and of " Satan;'" the climax 
would have been too shocking 1. 
In June, the British Association held its meeting, for the 
first time in Oxford; at the conclusion, viz. on June 2 I, the 
Honorary Degree of D.C.L. was conferred on four of its 
distinguished Inembers, one of the four being Dallon, a 
Quaker, who e\"en appeared at St. l\Iary's in his Doctor's 
red gown 2 ! 
Oxford, in this July. was visited with many cases of 


1 
lr. :Montgomery, being a clerg; !nan as well as a poet, could not 
have been much flattered, or pleased, by Lady :Morgan's flippant but 
characteristic account of an interview with him at a London party:- 
· Then up comes Bob 
lontgomery, the poet,-he bows to the ground, 
-a handsome, little, black man. I asked him if he was Satan 
)'lontgomery,-and he said he was. So we began to be very facetious, 
and we laughed [concludes the unblushing , lady 'J as if the devil was 
ill us!' 
2 It is a curious fact, that Dalton had that peculiarity of vision called 
colour-blindness, 
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cholera, including forty deaths. A great cry was raised 
against that filthy stream, which empties itself into the Isis 
at Folly Bridge, and whose banks were lined with 'pigsties 
and other abominations.' The Christ Church authorities, 
however, succeeded in making the stream partially cleanse 
itself, by a system of flfJ..shes of water, and at a very 
great expense shut it out, at least from the eye, by carrying 
a wall along its course on the west of Christ Church 
meadow. Strict rules were enforced, pigsties were relegated 
to the suburbs, and a standing Board of Health kept a 
watchful look-out. 81. Clement's also has its dirty stream, 
and the greatest number of cases (and fatal ones) oc- 
curred there and in that vicinity, especially at the house of 
the Common-room man of :\Iagdalen College, on Cowley 
Road. The cholera carried off l\Irs. G-, two grown-up 
. daughters, and a maid-servant. Of the total number of 
deaths in July and August (viz. forty), twenty-nine occurred 
in 81. Clement's1. 
Nov. 2. The Duchess of I(ent and her daughter Vz"ctorz'a 
(then a girl of about fourteen) were received in the Theatre, 


1 It is very rcmarkable (we may well call it providential) that the 
cholera on its two appearances in Oxford broke out at the commence- 
ment of the Long-Vacation, and happily We7lt down as the young men 
were beginning to come up for the ::\lichaelmas Term. How much more 
serious were the visits of ' The Plague' in former times! One instance 
of this visitation was, cmiou:;ly enough, attributed to a cause not likely 
to occur now-a-days; , The plague, which made its appearance in Oxford 
in 1592, having been aU1Íhuted to thc cro"ding together of great num- 
bers in the Play-house there, Orders were issued by the Privy Council 
to the Vice-Chancellor and Heads of Houses, desiring them not thcnce- 
forth to admit stage-players to come within the precincts of the Univer- 
sity; and this, not only lest the Students should suffer in their health, 
hut in their morals.' (' Instances of the Intel ference of the Crown with 
the lTni\"cr::.ities,' by G. E. Corrie, B.D., of Cambridge,) 


C? 
lÁ. f 
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fêted at University by the '\"lce-Chancellor, Dr. Ro\\ ley, and 
after being lionized by him, returned to 'Vytham, Lord 
Abingdon's place. In the Theatre the '"'lee-Chancellor read 
and presented an address, and the Duchess made a short 
reply; Sir E. Conroy, her Equerry, was made Honorary 
D. C.L. 'Yhat a leaf migbt have been added to the address, 
could the 'Tice-ChanccUor have foreseen what that' young 
girl' was to be only five years afterwards! The royal visit 
was celebrated in a printed copy of :\Iacaronic verses of 
considerable talent, and an1using by the exhibition of wit. 
They were attributed to 1\Ir. Lowe, then a Commoner of 
University, afterwards Fellow of 
Iagdalen, and a distin- 
guished 
I.P. 4\ reprint of the jeu-d'csþrit has appeared 
this rear (1861)1. 


1 -\s the reputed author of this little absurdity has become a public 
character, and as its printer (with his sanction, we may presume) has re- 
published it again and again, a few lines are subjoined for the edification 
of those who never met with a 'Poema Canino-Anglico-Latinum : '- 
. { the Theatre } 
'Quid memorem quanto crepmt d I tumultu, 
omus a ta 
Intremuere scholæ, celsâ. suspecta Cathedrâ, 
Intrcmuit Christ-Church, tremuit I\laudlenia turris, 
Radcliffique domus, geminisque University portis. 


Consedere duces et turn Vice-Chancellor infit. 


Insequitur loud shout; Ioud-shoutis dcinde quiet is, 
Kentea pauca refert, sed non et pauca fuerunt 
Clappea, nee paucis se gratified esse fatetur 
Curtseis, tanto mage gens perversa fatigat 
J>lausibus assiduis. 


Alfredi tandem fessus domus alta recepit 
Hospitio of the best, sed quod magis hearty voluntas 
Commendat domini cum sedulitate feloum [fellows].' 
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A.D. 1833. 


[ll..\. 257. l\I..A. 184. Hon. D.C.L. at Commemoration, 1.] 


Pdt!r l1IallrÙ:e, D.D. of New College, published a book, 
entitled' Popery in Oxford;' -except the fact of the Cz"!y of 
Oxford electing, for their :\Iember, l\Ir. Stonor, a Roman 
Catholic, in preference to Hughes Hughes (who, in the 
Oxfordshire dialect, was said to have been hused-up), Dr. 
l\Iaurice had not then much ground for alarm. He after- 
wards claimed the character of a prophet, 'having (he said) 
foreseen the coming popery of the University, though thcn 
no bz"gger than the palm of a halld.' 1\Ir. Stonor, at a public 
dinner, given to him in his o\\n neighbouring town of Henley, 
boasted of his 953 supporters 'llllbought, ullbn'bed 1, un- 
prejudiced! ' Sir Charles \V ctherell failed,-for why? He 
gave Oxford citizens plenty of small talk, which cost him 
nothing, but nothing else, not even small-beer. It was at this 
City election that the Head of a College said to the College 
porter, 'I believe, John, you are a Freeman.' 'I am, Sir.' 
'Then will you oblige me by voting for Sir Charles?' , I 
thought, Sir, you beHe1}t'd I was a Free-man!' , You are 
right, John, and I was wrong; go and vote for whom you 
please. ' 
.A.n Oxford dentist, named Lukyn, about this time having 
had the good luck to operate successfully upon a Vice- 
Chancellor's ;pKO
 ÒÔÓVTCùV, asked and obtained the privilege 


1 In 
Iarch, a Committee of the House (in the first Session of the 
Reformed Parliament) declared 
Ir. Stonor's election null and void, on 
the ground of bribery. 11r. Hughes recovered his place, against 1\lr. 
Townley, another Roman Catholic, and ::\Ir. Donald 
Iaclean, of nalIiol, 
who \\ as afterwards more successful. 
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of being matriculated. The consequence was, that wherever 
he could, in newspapers and by printed circulars, he was 
ever before one's eyes as 'Lukyn, the ]\Iatriculated Dentist,' 
accompanied, in smaller type, by a reprint of the \"'ïce- 
Chancellor's acknowledgment of 'having been benefited by 
his skill.' 
l\Iarch 27. At a political dinner given to l\Ir. l\laclean, the 
late unsuccessful candidate, his friend Dr. l\Iarsham, \Varden 
of l\Ierton, concluded a capital speech by recommending the 
citizens of Oxford to elect, at a future opportunity, his friend 
l\Ir. l\Iaclean, a First-Class man in the University Calendar, 
and thus' add your solid pudding to our empty praise.' 
A few black sheep (or rather wolves in sheep's clothing) 
made themselves unhappily conspicuous in the flocks of those 
days; none more so than a Dr. Free, who having been mo
t 
deservedly deprived of his living (to which he ought neyer to 
have been presented) t, coolly tried by law (pleading his own 
cause in formâ pauperis) to force St. John's College to 
reinstate him in his Fellowship (which had been filled up 
long before), or at least to receive and support him! 
No appointment was made in 1833 to the Bampton 
Lectureship, the Lectures being suspended for two years, to 
enable the estate fron1 which the Lecturer was paid to reco\"er 
from some incumbrances. 
l\Iay 1. The Oxford Convocation voted a petition against 


1 The painful fact is. that College testimonials and presentations to 
livings had been looked upon almost as things of course. The con- 
sciences of some signers (too many, if only a few) must have suggested 
a laÅity which in turn they hoped to experience. It was no secret that 
in 1833 a Fellow of a College was present
d to a College living, who 
had either notoriously kept a mistress, who bore him two children in 
a neighbouring village, or had been for some time married, without 
having resigned his Fellowship! 



18 33 


SUPPL Y OF PURE IVA TER. 


26 9 


a proposed Bill to alter and amend the laws relating to the 
Ten1poralities of the Church in Ireland, on the principle 
, paries proximus ardet-tua res agitur.' 
:\Iay 13. .A meeting was held in Oxford' for the purpose 
of promoting a subscription for some mark of respect to 
the memory of Sir 'Yalter Scott.' The 'Varden of l\Ierton, 
1\Ir. Denison, and l\Ir. 1\ Ii lIs were the chief speakers. The 
object proposed was' to secure Abbotsford with its Library 
and Antiquities to Sir \Valter's family.' 
In June, a large subscription was raised for building a 
church near the new Printing-office (afterwards called St. 
Paul's); and at the san1e time a small subscription was 
begun, for bringing down a pure supply of water from a 
spring on Headington-hill (then running to waste), to 
supply S1. Clement's with the pure element; the want of 
which had (it was reasonably supposed) contributed to the 
recent spread of cholera in that neighbourhood. N .B. Each 
of the public pumps in the streets of St. Clement's has ever 
since been supplied from that spring. 
At the Comlnemoration, beside the Æ20 attached to the 
Newdigate Prize I, the prize-man of this year, 
rr. Graham 
of \Vadham, receiyed .tIO from l\Ir. \
incent (and one hun- 
dred copies) for the copyright! Query: Has this arrange- 
ment been kept up? or were his verses, on Granada, better 
than usual? fIe had had the reputation of being a poet at 
\Vinchcster School, and aftcr his popular Prize- poem at 
Oxford he published' A'Vision of Spirits,' much praised for 
elegance, tenderness, and good versification. He died 
young. 


] 'Yithout any reference to l\Ir. Graham's poem, \\ hieh was abm'e the 
average, we may quote Lord 
Ia
l1lay's cutting saying, that' prize oxen 
al c only fit to make candles of, and prize poems to light them \\ ith ! . 
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Oct. 7. Poor old C Counsellor Bickerton,' a crazy but 
inoffensive character (nlentioned elsewhere in connection 
with the late' ruinous and offensive' state of IIertford Col- 
lege), after hadng disappeared for some} ears from Oxford, 
died near London in a \\ retched hovel, of apparent stan-a- 
tion, having been for som
 time imbecile in body as well as 
n1Înd. l-le had moner and some property, but had long 
lived in a dirty, solitary state. 
Lord Grenville's death, in December, closed the academic 
year. 


A. D. 1834-. 


[ll.A. 298. :M.A. 193. lIon. D.C.L. at Installation, 7 I.] 


Jan. 14. A numerously-
igned requisition was sent to the 
Duke of \Vellington, inviting hinI to be our Chancellor; he 
accepted the invitation' provided there was no opposition.' 
.An attempt (in b
d taste) \\as made to persuade Sir R. Peel 
to conle forward. Of course he would not (not to mention 
other reasons for keeping quiet) oppose The Duke, who was 
unanilllously elected Jan. 28. 
Lady l\Iorgan tells us, t
at on receiving the news of 
the Duke of \Y ellington's electi0n to the Chancellorship of 
Oxford, the .A..rchbishop of Dul)lin requested an audience of 
Lord \Vellesley (the \Ticeroy): 'I come to demand a troop 
of horse, my Lord.' 'For whom?' 'For myself!' , Oh, 
I see!' Pretty sharp quizzing that, as expressing Dr. 
\Vhately's opinion as to the fitness of the choice. 
Feb. 13. In order to help the Y"ice-Chancellor to meet 
the expenses of the conling Installation, Æ200 were voted to 
hinl in Convocation. 
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In this month Dr. Daubeny was elected Professor of 
Botany by the College of Physicians ;-that Collcge being 
thcn not such an unwieldy body as it has since become, and 
Oxford being, numerically, 1;>ctter represcnted than it is likely 
to bc at a subsequcnt election. 
l\Iarch 2 I. .A humble Pctition was voted in Convocation 
(with only one non-placet), requcsting his l\Iajesty to with- 
hold the proposed ' Charter to the U ni \'ersity of London,'- 
at least under the projected form. An that one need say 1lOW 
is, that it was then quite natural in the old University, but 
not very noble, or very wise. l\Iovemcnts of this kind, if 
let alone, generally (in sensible England) rectify themselves; 
while opposition (especialIy from intercsted parties) only adds 
life and energy to them. Thus the R :formed IIouse of 
Commons had soon a glut of the results in the pcrsons of 
sonle of its newly-elected 1\Iembers. 'Yhcn the House 
lookcd round its benches, and saw there such persons as 
I-Iunt (a demagogue and a blacking-manufacturcr), and GuHy 
(recently a celebrated pugilist, but in 1833-GulIr, Esq., 
1\I.P.), this mode of representing the people soon brought 
about its own cure. Cobbett and O.ConnelI were (inde- 
pendent of talent) much better specimens; 1\Ir. Hudson, 
, the Rail-road I(ing,' did not yet (politicalIr> exist. 
'The stewards of the 1\Iusic ROOIll' still took upon them- 
selves the managen1ent and the responsibility of the' Grand 
Concerts' given in the Comnlcl1loration-week. Of course 
thcy endeavoured to engage the great Illusical lion of the 
day, Paganini; but as he had the face to denland jive hun- 
dred guineas for scraping his single string at the two Con- 
ccrts, they very wisely did without hinl. 
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TIlE STE\YARDS A
D THE FIDDLER. 


'Oxford its pounds might well :lfford 
F or Lectures on the Monochord; 
To pay thee 'tis a diff'rent thing 
For scrapin
 on your single stIing. 
At best 'tis but a wondrous trick, 
Thou master of the fiddlestick; 
And stewards wise are not such ninnies 
As thus to waste five hundred guineas!' 


The ' Installation' of the Duke of 'Yellington, as might be 
expected, was a business of great interest and excitement. 
Convocations were held, on four successive days, in the 
Theatre, which on each occasion was crowded to suffoca- 
tion. Complimentary verses were addressed to the great 
warrior, who seemed to find it wanner and harder work 
than the battle of 'Vaterloo. Having to preside and to 
admit to IIonorary Degrees (of which altogether there were 
seventy-one), he was occasionally choked and bothered by 
the Latin formulæ; turning round for help to his prompter, 
the Vice-Chancellor. His early Eton education however 
did him good service, and even Oxford ears were too much 
charmed by his manly, unaffected bearing, to criticise his 
Latin or detect false quantities. 'The many' did indeed 
'rend the skies with loud applause,' and Oxford was in 
all its glory. This Installation was accompanied by the 
publication of a Satirical Poem, in six Parts, called (in allu- 
sion to Oxford, with its sombre garb, electing the soldier 
Duke for its Chancellor) 'Black Gowns and Red Coats,' 
by my lamented son George Cox, 1\1. A., Fellow of New 
College, and Student of the Inner Temple. Its versification 
was allowed to be most exquisite. \Vho will grudge me 
the melancholy gratification of inserting here the following 
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prophdic eulogy of Gladstone, with whom, being then a 
High Conservative, my son, an advanced Liberal, sometimes 
held an argument in the Oxford University Union:- 


'Yet on one form, whose ear can ne'er refuse 
The 
Iuses' tribute, for he lov'd the :Muse, 
(And when the soul the gen'rous virtues raise, 
A friendly 'Yhig may chant a Tory's praise,) 
Full many a fond expectant eye is bent 
"'here Newark's towers are mirror'd in the Trent. 
Perchance ere long to shine in senates first, 
If manhood echo what his youth rehears'd, 
Soon Gladstone's brows will bloom with greener bays 
Than twine the chaplet of a minstrel's lays; 
Xor heed, while poring o'er each grayer line, 
The far 1, faint music of a lute li1..e mine. 
His was no head contentedly which press'd 
The downy pillow in obedient rest, 
'Yhere lazy pilots, with their canvass furl'd, 
Set up the Gades of their mental world; 
His was no tongue which meanly stoop'd to wear 
The guise of virtue, while his heart was bare, 
But all he thought through ey'ry action ran; 
God's noblest work-I 'ye known one honest man: 


..\ great stir was made, about this time, as to the admission 
of Dissenters to the University, and the non-subscription of 
the Thirty-nine Articles. But when at length such admis- 
sion was allowed, .few Dissenters took advantage of it; and 
when subscription at the first degree was made optional, 
very few hesitated to sign. As to the subscription at l\Iatri- 
culation, it was wisely remitted, if it were only to stop the 


I The writer was then residing at 
Iunich. The late Sir James 
Graham went still farther, when he predicted, t\\ enty years ago, that 
Gladstone would get himself tUrIled Ollt of Oxford, a1ld lead the ex
reme 
Radical party it, tbe House of Commons. 
T 
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mouths of Dissenters, or rather, of their advocates In the 
University. 
Among the chief things which marked this year was the 
success which followed Dr. Daubeny's example and efforts in 
raising a subscription for the improvement of the ncglected 
Botanical Garden. 
In July, l1Ir. Newman, as 'Vicar of St. l\Iary's, refused to 
marry l\Ir. Jubber's daughter to ::\Ir. Plowman, having learnt 
that she (a member of the Baptist congregation) had not 
been baptized 1. The licence was altered, and the wedding 
took place, without difficulty (perhaps without enquiry), at 
St. l\Iichael's. 
N ov. 18. New CoIIege at length formally renounced its 
'Exemption from Public Examination,' reserving, however, 
the privilege of graduating without supplicating the grace of 
Congregation; gi\ing up the substance, and retaining the 
shadow! 


A. D. 1835. 


[B.A. 291. l\I.A. 168. .Hon. D.C.L. at Commemoration, 2. 
At the Queen's visit, 4,] · 
l\Iay 20. In Convocation, Dr. Rowley being Vice-Chan- 
cellor, a strange measure was proposed, viz. that instead of 
subscription to the Thirty-nine Articles at :\Iatriculation, the 
'juvenis matriculandus' should be allowed to say, ' I hereby 
declare my assent to the Articles, as far as my knowledge 
of them extends !'-deferring also the formal subscription to 
the taking of the first Degree. The result was very decisive: 
Placets 57, Non Placets 459. 


1 About ten years afterwards the same l\1r. N' ewman so undervalued 
the baptism of our Church, as to submit to be re-baptized on joining 
the Church of Rome! 
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l\Iay 27. The sun1 of .EI50o was votcd in Convocation 
towards the ercction of ' Thc New Church near the Printing- 
officc,' -afterwards caUcd 51. Paul's, and to which a portion 
of the overburdened St. Thomas' parish was transferred. 
In this and several preceding years 'kllocker-sleaIÙzg' 
appears to have been considered a manly feat by certain 
U nùergraduates. Stealthily as those brave youths prowled 
about for their plundcr, yet now and then a bungler in the 
operation was pounced upon by a Proctor or a policeman; 
and then mnple remuneration was made at the expense of 
this individual, who had to pay a fine equal to the cost 
of the knockers wrenched off in the two or three preceding 
Tern1s I l\Iy fine old brass knocker in :\Ierton Street was 
a special object of desire and attack. .several times, late 
in the evening, have I rescued it just in time, on hearing 
the grating sound of a bar or poker. Several times also, 
late in the night, I was disturbed by the well-known sound 
at my street-door, and on my shouting out' Police, Police!' 
away scampered the young peace-(if not house)-breakers. 
Christ Church fountain, on being cleaned out, soon after 
the cessation of this vile fashion, was found floored with 
knockers and broken fraglnents of sign-boards, ornmnents, 
devices, &c., &c. They were probably two or three of these 
quondam Oxford noctivagous heroes, who, happening to 
meet in 1835 at Northampton, tried the experin1ent there, 
but not very cleverly; for being caught' in ipso facto' their 
amusement cost them rather dear; they were called upon to 
pay the Court expenses, to nlake an apology in the local 
paper, to pay Æ20 to the Lunatic Asylun1, and entcr into 
recognisances (themselves and sureties in ..t20 each) to keep 
the peace for a year! In Guernsey this practice was rather 
too severely punished in the person of a young man, the son 
of a distinguished officer; 'he was arrested, tried before the 
T 2 
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Royal Court, and sentenced for the crime of " brigandage" 
to one month's imprisonment, of which fifteen days should 
be solitary, on bread and water.' 
Oct. I 9. Queen Adelaide paid rather a long yisit to 
Oxford - long, that is, compared with other royal visits, 
which ha\"e been generally but flying ones. It was thought 
somewhat c infra dig.' that, instead of being received at the 
Lodgings of some dignitary, she should receive visitors at 
the Angel Hotel. There' she sh07.ved herself,' as she ad- 
mired the view of the High Street from the balcony_ A 
grand reception, however, was gi\.en to her in the Theatre, 
where our noble ChancelIor, having come to Oxford for 
the occasion, read an address of welcome, to which her 
:\Iajesty read 'a gracious reply.' Four of her train were 
made Hon. D.C.L. 
The City after this claimed her attention, and there were 
great presentations and kissing-of-hands at the Town IIall. 
In the evening her l\Iajesty, instead of being entertained, 
ga\"e a 
plendid dinner to the Chancellor and other digni- 
taries, and concluded with holding a 'Drawing-room' at 
the IIotel. Very early next day her l\Iajesty enjoyed a 
quiet stroH round Christ Church l\Ieadow; and, after a long 
course of lionising, she came (at 2 p. m.) to Queen's College 
(a College especially under the patronage of Queens-Con- 
sort e\"er since Queen Philippa's time). In the hall she 
partook of a déjcúner, when the' Queen's horn' was handed 
round, well filled with good beverage, the Provost giving out 
the old toast, 'In memoriam absentium, in salutem presen- 
tium.' The Provost also presented some of the College ale, 
with the remark that' they had been brewers 500 years.' 
The Queen playfully, but gracefully, said she would' smell 
to it,' and so passed it on-' Primaque libato sumffiO tenus 
attigit ore,' 'just kiss'd the cup and passed it to the rest.' 
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.At night there were 'illuminations.' In the afternoon she 
departed, concluding one of those Angel visits which 'arc 
few and far between.' Hearne tells us that Queen Anne 
visited Oxford in 1702. 'She dz"ned, ' he says, 'in the 
theatre [or thtakr, as he spells it], with her husband, Prince 
George. After dinner (when she was very merry and ate 
most heartily) she passed through the Ashmole l\Iuseum, and 
took coach !' 
Nov. J 8. The University received the large sum of 
, f6 5,oco, under the will of Sir Robert Taylor, formerly an 
eminent architect, to be applied (as it afterwards was, in 
conjunction with the Randolph fund) to the erection of the 
, Taylor Institution.' 


A.D. 1836. 


[B.A. 268. M.A. 201. lIon. D.C.L. at Commemoration, I.] 


In January the University, and indeed the Church, sus- 
tained a great loss in the death of Dr. Edward Burton, 
Regius Professor of Divinity. 
In February died Lord Stowell, the eminent jurisconsult, 
and brother to Lord Eldon. A poetical tribute to his me- 
mory ended thus :- 


'Os
a quieta, precor 
 tutâ requiescite in urnâ, 
Et sit humus cineri non onerosa tuo!' 


\Vhether or not that prayer was granted, as to the urn, his 
bones and ashes, I know not. But now (in 186 I) we have 
in Oxford not only Ossa, but Pelion, In the shape of his and 
his brother's colos::,al statues (by Nelson), which are depo- 
sited in the splendid and tasteful library of University 
College, built (at the expense of the noble family) as a kind 
of mausoleum in honour of the two great brothers. 
February brought us intelligence of the death of another 
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sound theologian, Dr. Van l\Iildert, Bishop of Durham, who, 
as an Oxford man and a formcr Regius Professor of Divi- 
nity, might (as was said above of Dr. Burton) have helped 
to ward off the threatening storm which so soon after' fright- 
ened Oxford from her propriety.' In this same month, 
Dr. Burton's post was -filled up by the appointment of 
Dr. Han1pdcn to be our Diyinity Professor. ' Fons iste ma- 
lorun1,' said one party; 'Hine illæ lacrymæ,' replied the 
other: but as a separate Chapter will be assigned to the 
, Hampden Controyersy,' it will suffice to exprcss thc con- 
viction of many lookers-on, that jealousy, disappointed am- 
bition, and des pair of preferment (if he and his followers 
should block up the way) had nearly as much to do with 
the furious onslaught upon him, as zeal for orthodoxy or 
dread of lax opinions. 
:\Iarch 17. In Conyocation a good n1anr oaths were struck 
out of the Statute Rook. It would seem as if our forefathers 
could not trust each other unless the 'Dcus intersit,' and that 
often without any' nodus yindice dignus.' At this date, a step 
was mad
 so far in the right direction that more advanced 
graduates (it was thought) could safely be relieved from the 
frequent recurrence of these solemn adjurations; but the 
tender minds of the youngsters were not yet considered to 
be trustworthy, U1ZSWOr1l. The proposal, therefore, to annul 
the oath of supremacy at 111atricl 1 lation, and also the Bodleian 
oath. (so absurdly elaborate) at graduating as B.A., was (but 
only for a time) rejected. 
In this spring the branch-line from Oxford to Didcot was 
first projected; hitherto the Great \Vestern at Didcot was 
reached by coaches, omnibuses, &c., as it had been (at ear- 
lier stages) first at l\Iaidenhead and then at \Vallingford 
station. 
Oct. 28. Dr. l\Iarshan1, \Varden of ::\Ierton, was nominated 
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a Pro- V"ice-Chancellor, being a 'qym , all a thing very un- 
usual, if not unprecedented; some of the \Tice-Chancellor's 
duties being strictly clerical, which he, as a Pro, could not 
discharge. Dr. 1\Iarsham, however, did not hold the office 
long. 
November produced two singular works, 'The Art of 
Pluck!' and' Oxford Kight-caps' ! ! 1 
Dec. 6. It was agreed in Convocation to accept the off
r 
of an annual sum from the University Press, 'being a surplus 
over the expenses,' to be applied to the general fund of the 
University. 'Yhat a famous milch-cow, that Press! 
, Fontes perpetuos ubera pressa dabunt.' 
.A Charter was, at the close of 1836, granted by 'Vil- 
liam IY to the University of London, with power to confer 
Degrees, &c. 
Cambridge adopted a plan for what is there called 'the 
Previous Examination,' something like our Responsions or 
Little-go. 


I 'The Art of Pluck' was by E. Caswall of Brasenose, now' Priest 
of the Oratory' at Binningham. 'The Oxford Xight-caps,' a collection 
of Receipts for making Punch and other mixtures, was published by a 
literary Scout of Christ Church, named (or at least called) Cicero 
Cook I 



CHAPTER XIV. 


'Tantæne animis (cælestibus?) iræ ?'-Virgil. 


The Ha1Jzþdcll COJltrovcrsy z"1l 1836. 


IT was in 1836 (as we wcre told by l\Ir. Palmer, of "\Vor- 
cester College, in his 'Narrative 1') that discussions (that is, 
private discussions) began to take place on the appointment 
of Dr. Hampden to the Oxford Divinity Chair; 'The Tract 
Association, as such, had only a share in the lllovement;' 
and, as l\Ir. Palmer was an influential member of that Asso- 
ciation, ,\ e must, of course, believe him-though what share, 
or whether it was the lion's share, we are not informed. 
Now Dr. Hampden had preached his Bampton Lectures/our 
.J'ears bifore, i. e. in 1832. The University authorities, nay, 
the Unh'ersity (as represented by the audience or congre- 
gation), had 'sat under' them, and no voice was raised 
against them, no doubt of their soundness was expressed. 
Certainly no public complaint was made respecting them, 
and it was not till 1836 that l\Ir. Palmer informed us that 
'an admirable theologian agreed with him (1\Ir. Palmer) in 
thinking that their tendency was rationalistic.' \Vho that theo- 


1 'Karrati,e of Events connected 'with the Publication of the Tracts 
for tbe Times.' 
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logian was he does not say, but it was probably Dr. Routh, 
President of 
Iagdalen College. It was early in 1836 that 
Dr. Burton died, and' in a few days,' l\Ir. Palmer says, 'we 
were elcctrified by the intelligence that Dr. Hampden was to 
be appointed to the vacant Chair.' To l\Ir, Palmer and his 
fricnds 'this n1easure seen1ed a designed z11sult to the Uni- 
versity, and an attcmpt to force latitudinarian principles 
on the Church;' and yet, as the University had quietIy 
sanctioned the printing and circulation of the Lectures (not 
a single voice of doubt or disapproval having been raised), 
how could the Premier (Lord l\Ielbourne) be said to design 
an ins1:1lt to the University by the pron10tion of one who 
had gained so many of its honours 1 and discharged its 
most responsible duties? The 
trong language, however, 
with which the appointment was hailed was quite in har- 
mony with the acrin10ny of the period, an acrimony and 
a strength of language which the Tract Association, and 
l\Ir. Paln1cr among them, had ere long to complain of, when 
turned against the writer of No. 90. But to go on with 
'the narrative:' the result was the formation of an Anti- 
Hampden Committee, which met at Corpus, JEr. Vaughan 
Thomas being the chairn1an. 
'This movement,' l\Ir. Palmer says, 'was not guided by 
the Tract writers,' though he allows that, besides himself, 
Dr. Pusey and l\Ir. Newman were men1bers of the Com- 
mittee, who certainly were not likely to be n1erely S!et'jJz11g 
partners, though their policy might be to let others fight 
EV 'Trpop.åxol.ul., or, at least, do the rough work as their pio- 
neers. The first step (and a very cool thing to attemp
) was 
to petition the Crown to recall the appointment! They 


1 Double First Class, Latin Essay, Public Examiner, Professor of :\Ioral 
Philosophy, &c. 
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could hardly have expected to succeed, and had no right 
to complain of being s1lubbed, as indeed they were, by Lord 
}\Ielbourne in his reply. \Vith quite as little success (at first) 
they petitioned the Hebdomadal Board. 'Again and again,' 
says l\Ir. Palmer, 'our petition was rejectcd, and again and 
again we returned to tht> contest,' or what he calls 'this- 
noble effort.' At length the Board suffercd itself to be 
boar{kd
' importunity prevailed' to a certain extent,' and a 
vote of censure was proposed 1. 
In a Convocation held l\Iarch 22 the measure thus ex- 
torted from the Board was proposed, viz. 'That Dr. Hamp- 
den should be suspended from certain privileges and duties 
belonging to his Professorship,' (such as assisting in the ap- 
pointment of Select Preachers). On thi
 occasion (strange to 
say) the majority which (l\Ir. Paln1er says) 'would have been 
overwheln1ing,' were prevented from giving their votes by the 
(rarely exercised)joz11t vdo or non-placet of the two Proctors, 
::\Ir. Baylcy of Pen1broke, and l\Ir. Reynolds of Jesus College. 
The rage and disappointment expressed at this unexpected 
and unwise stratagem were prodigious and vehemently ex- 
pressed. The Proctors indeed 'laughed in their sleeves,' but 
they had set an example which other Proctors could follow; 
and indeed their triumph was but short, for the first day of 
Easter Term was fast approaching, when they would go out 
of office. On that day, after thp Latin speech of the retiring 
Senior Proctor (which, as might be expected, \Vas very severe 
against 'Dr. Hampden's persecutors '), l\Ir. \T aughan Thomas 
would fain have inflicted upon the House, more suo, a 
lengthened oration (I beg his pardon, an 'oratiuncula,' as 
he more modestly than correctly called it, in its printed 
1 The Heads should have persisted in pleading that from the long 
interval elapsed since the Lectures were delivered, Convocation had 
, placed itself out of Court.' 
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forn1), but he was at once stopped by the Vice-Chancellor 
with the inforn1ation 'that the business of the day was strictly 
limited to the ceremony of the old Proctors' resignation of 
office and the new Proctors' admission.' 
The speech, however, was not to be thrown away. Con- 
vocation, indeed, lost the' vultum habitumque hominis,' his 
fine voice and powerful delivery, but it had the opportunity 
of reading and weighing deliberately the Latin oratiuncula, or 
little speech, of thirty-six closely printed pages! It must ce 
borne in mind that l\Ir.' V. Thon1as was one of the old 
practised debaters in Latin (one of the lost academical 
species). After a hit at the late Proctors and their resig- 
nation of office, 'non sine n1axin1â bonorum omnium lætitiâ,' 
he went on, as if answering what he calls the' furores, sævi- 
tiam, minaces vultus, insana judicia atque id genus opprobria 
superbæ Procuratoriæ.'-' Abrepta querimur suffragia, et jus 
deliberandi novis conditionibus impeditum,-curas querimur 
inanes et itincrum 1 longissinlorum molestias, frustra sus- 
ceptas. 1\Iala hæc omnia, incomn10da, injurias e potestate 
Duumvirali provenisse et piget et pudet.' He concluded his 
long and certainly learned address with a bold assertion that 
the Senior Proctor had been prompted, both in exercising his 
veto and in writing his speech: 'Viro egregio turn interce- 
dcnti, et po
tea convicianti ignoscendum est: non eninl 
sponte suâ intercessit, 11011 e POllt SllO perorav it. , 
But, to recur to l\Ir. Palmer's 'Narrative,' he makes a 
distinction between what the Corpus Committee had desired 
(so, at least, he declares), and what \\ as proposed in Con- 
vocation. 'Our desire,' he says, 'was that the sþecific errors 
advanced might be censured ;-we did not ask for the cen- 
sure of any person: the Statute proposed by the Heads of 


1 That is, the journeys of those who had come up to vote, as many 
had, from a distance. 



28 4 


RECOLLECTIO
VS OF O_YFORD. 


Houses. condemned Dr. Hampden without specifying his 
errors.' So much for the narrative of 'our proceedings' 
and its disclaimer of þersonal censure I 
A work, entitled 'Elucidations of Dr. IIampden's Theo- 
logical Statements,' was thrown into the shade by Dr. Pusey's 
pamphlet, , The Proposit
ons, &.c. of Dr. Hampden and his 
Opinions, drawn from his Bampton Lectures.' The state- 
ment. of these 'Propositions' was well and strongly met 
(by l\Ir. IIayward Cox, I believe) by placing them, in their 
studied brevity, parallel "ith longer extracts, i. e. \vith the 
context, from which they had been torn. ' Allowing,' it was 
here said, 'for the important fact that the subject of 
Dr. IIampden's Lectures was "The Influence of Scholastic 
P hilosoþhy upon the P hraseoloC)' in which Christian Doctrines 
wcre expressed," no charitable mind had a right (or would 
wish to have a right) to pick and choose parts of sentences 
and give them a colouring not belonging to them in their 
relati,'e connection.' Take one example, out of n1any of 
these ' Propositions: '- 


DR. PUSEl 's PROPOSITIO
. 


'The whole discussion (on the 
Blessed Tlinity) was fundamentally 
dialcctic.'-Bampt. Lect. p. 104. 


B.nIPToN LECTLTRE, pp. 102-104. 


'The profane familial ity \\ ith 
which alticles of the T1Ïnitalian 
question are said to have enteled 
into the eycry-clay conversation of 
t'1e times, charactel i
es the gener31 
feeling on tIle;: subject, at a period 
when the spi1Ïtual polit) fOlmed 
the great commonwealth of the 
Roman world; and \\ hilst Philo- 
sophy, regarded as identical with 
Theology, was essentially dialecti- 
calor colloquial. . . .. So gl eat 
indeed were th(" impediments aris- 
ing from the use of terms, where 
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the whole discussion was funda- 
mentally dialectical, that the mea- 
sure of accommodation between 
those who really agreed with each 
other, would probably have failed 
in any other hands than those of 
Athanasius.' 


It would now (in J 86 I) be probably allowed that the 
above, and most of the other 'Propositions' then brought 
forward against Dr. Hampden, will not stand the test of 
this parallelism. 
But, 'audi alteran1 partem;' the attacks upon Dr. Hamp- 
den's opinions were very naturally met by the publication of 
, Statements' of his doctrine and teaching, taken from his 
published writings. Of these one may suffice, and that taken 
from his very Bampton Lectures:- 


L
CT{;RE YII.-' Trinity in Unity.' 


, The only ancient, only catholic truth is the Scriptural fact. Let us 
hold that fast in its depth and breadth, in nothing extenuating, in 
nothing abridging it,-in simplicity and sincerity;-and we can neither 
be Sabellians, or Tritheists, or Socinians,'-Bampt. Leet. III. p. 2S9. 


Dr. Halnpden's 'Inaugural Lecture' as Professor was an 
earnest appeal to unprejudiced minds: of course it failed to 
move his determined opponents. Nothing could be fuller 
or more explicit than his declared support of all and each 
of the great doctrines of the Christian faith; nothing more 
touching and ingenuous than his confession, 'I will not 
pretend always to have stated my conviction in the fullest, 
clearest n1anner, so as to have avoided all possibilitv of 
misinterpretation,' &c. Notwithstanding all this, he was 
twitit'd with the question, , \Yhy don't you own your errors? 
\Yhy don't you recant?' The only answer given, and that 
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in the meekest manner, was, 'You have misunderstood me 
and misinterpreted "hat I have said.' 
Ditter feelings, with bittcr expressions of then1 in print, 
for son1e time marked these sad times. One anonymous 
pa1nphlet called the meeting at C. C. C. 'a holc-and-corner 
cabal,' and states that s' 
teen or seventeen of the pcrsons 
original!;' thcre assembled seceded from the meeting with 
a declaration 'that it was a dirty, personal affair.' This 
was answered by another pamphlet in equally coarse terms, 
such as 'pure fiction,' 'n1ere invention,' nay, 'mendacity' 
and 'lying' ! 

Iay 5,1836. The proposed measure against Dr.llampden, 
which had been averted on the 22nd of l\Iarch by the joint 
veto of the Proctors, was reproduced in Convocation, and 
(a change of Proctors having taken place) was carried by an 
imn1ense majority. .In an assembly of 568 (for voters canle 
up from great distances) there were for the condemnatory 
decree -4- 74, and against it only 94 1 . 
The following are a fiw of the many publications which 
followed this decision :- 
I. A Letter, by the Rev. E. Churton, to the \Vriter (in 
the Edinburgh Review) of an Article headed' The Oxford 
l\Ialignants and Dr. IIampden.' 
2. A Lettcr to Viscount l\Ielbourne on Dr. IIampden's 
Appointment, by Rev. H. A. \Voodgate. 


1 A great majority, certainly; but it was but the natural result of the 
then widely-spread Tractaria1l writings and of the Tractarian organiza- 
tion which (as we learn from :Mr. Palmer's' Narrative') had preceded 
this Hampden movement. After all, what were the 3Ro votes of the 
majority when weighed against the 3,000 members of Convocation who 
kept aloof (coldly, certainly, but 
till expressively) from such a pro- 
ceeding? According to an opinion of Lord Campbell, Dr. Lushington, 
and :\Ir. 'V. 'Y. Hull, the passing of this vote was illegal, as contrary to 
the Charter of 1636. 
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3. Remarks on the above Letter, by the Rev. Badcn 
Powell. 
4. Dr. Hampden's Introduction (75 pp.) to the Second 
Edition of his Bampton Lectures. 
5. Strictures, by 1\Ir. Lancaster of Queen's College. 
6. By the same, An Earnest and Resolute Protestation 
against Dr. IIampden's l\Iethod of Theologizing. 
This last work is accompanied by a correspondence (of 
75 pp.) with some of the Oxford authorities, in connection 
with, and expressive of, poor ::\Ir. Lancaster's trouble and 
indignation at losing hz"s preaching-turns fron1 Queen's Col- 
lege, in consequence of coarse invectives (e. g. ' that atrocious 
Professor,' 'that pestilent dog-n1atist,' 'that infelicitous theo- 
logian ') hurled by hin1 from St. 1\Iary's pulpit at Dr. 
Hampden! 


P.S. 1868. It grieves me that his death has anticipated 
this vindication of Bishop Hampden. He has indeed been 
a quiet (nay, an inactive) Bishop, but his spirit was broken 
at the commencement of his episcopate by this Oxford per- 
secution, and never seems to haye rallied. 
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· If an hi
torical sketch of the Tractarian mm ement be a desirable 
contribution to our literature, the free use of names is to be excused on 
the ground of necessity.'-Oakeley's Preface to his · Trac/arian J.1Iove71lent.' 


The Tractarialt llfovc1JlcJlt. 


As early as 1833 (as mentioned above) the Rev. Peter 
1\Iaurice had sounded the alarm respecting 'Popery in 
Oxford.' In 1836 he 'opened the war' in a lengthy pam- 
phlet, in "hich he informs Oxford that, while slun1bering at 
its post, not\\ ithstanding his warning yoice, his 'pastorale 
signum,' the enemy, whose approach he had marked three 
J'cars before, had been steadily, if not stealthily, advancing 
their approaches; and that the' Tract Association' had ever 
since then been in constantly increasing action. ., I come 
forward,' he says, , not as the man, but because no one else 
better fitted will.' Dr. 1\IauricL rather damages his claim to 
consistcncy by now admiring Dr. Hampden as an opponent 
to Tractarianism, whose eleyation to the Divinity Chair he 
had so recently opposed and condemned. The pamphlet 
provoked no direct reply. 
It was not, however, that Oxford residents or serious- 
minded men elsewhere were unobservant of, much less in- 
different to, the n10vement-far, very far, from it. In truth, 
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after a long period of coldness and all but deadness on 
Church questions, and a general neglect of Church privi- 
leges, the moven1ent was hopefully watched by many who 
took no part in it, and hailed as a much -wanted re'lJival, 
in the best sense of the word. There was a general ac- 
knowledgment that the time was conle for the Church of 
England to 'show its colours' - to revive its clain1 to the 
title of Catholic and Apostolic. After being so Low, it was 
natural that it should becon1e rather High
' and there is 
no doubt that the movement, up to a certain point, was 
for good, and was looked upon by most mcn as a coming 
blessing. Prudent persons, however, without being cold 
while they kept aloof, both watched and prayed (what could 
they do better ?)-watched the advances of C the move,' and 
prayed for its safe guidance. Therefore it was, I think, that 
so little notice was taken (at least in any publications of a 
serious character) of the alarm which had been sounded. 
A 
omewhat irreverentjfu-d'esprz"t l did indeed appear in 1836 
under the title and in the borrowed fonn of 'The Pope's 
Pastoral Letter to the University of Oxford.' Dr. Pusey 
replied in a very learned and candid C Remonstrance,' with 
a 'Postscript' in answer to anonymous censures, especially 
to an article in the Edinburgh Review, headed · The Oxford 
l\Ialignants ånd Dr. Hampden.' The' l\Ialignants' were, of 
course, the Tractarian writers. 
, Postscripts' indeed (not short and pithy like those pro- 
verbially attached to young ladies' letters, but long and 
laboured, after the fashion of Dr. Pårr's Appendix to his 
C Spital Sernlon') becan1e just now the prevailing mode of 
communication, as adopted by leading n1en. There was 


1 From the pen 
I have been told) of the late Dr. Todd, of Duhlin, 
who was thcn \ isitiag OÀford. 


{; 
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a little, or rather not a little strategy in this; for in this 
way a book with an unpretending title, a '\T olume of Ser- 
mons,' for instance, or a ' Letter to a Young Student,' might 
find its way into a parsonage or any other house, and in- 
troduce with it (as the famous ram introduced 'his tail of 
ten yards and an en' into the town of Derby) an appen- 
diculum "hich the vicar or the paterfamilias might othcrwise 
have shut out. Thus in 1837 the Rev. John I(eble pub- 
lished a sermon on 'Primitive Tradition;' how long or how 
short that sermon was does not now matter, it was how- 
e\'er long enough and strong enough to serve' as a peg 
on which to hang a Postscript of 92 pp., together with 
No. 78 of 'The Tracts for the Times' of 120 pp. more, 
and containing an elaborate series of quotations fron1 what 
he calls a 'Catena Patrum,' that is, English-Church Fathers, 
from Jewell down to \T an l\Iildert; all of these extracts 
being (as he said) but expositions and COlnments upon the 
rule of '
incentius Lirinensis, 'quod semper, quod ubique, 
quod ab omnibus.' 
It is not prctended here to sit in judgment on such pro- 
ductions as these, from the pens of able, good, and pious 
men, but only to record their appearance (and the use 
made of them) as proofs that matters ,vere going to very 
great lengths. Indeed the favourable hopes of a safe and 
moderate, and therefore practicable, revival of Church prin- 
ciples were beginning to die away, after the bold avowal 
(in vain qualified by appeals to our English Fathers) that 
'what we had thought to have been gaincd at the Refor- 
mation was loss not gain, and the sooner it was given up 
the better!' 
l\Iay 20, 1838. Dr. Faussett's Sermon (at 51. l\Iary's), 
which he published under the title of 'The Revival of 
Popery,' certainly opened people's eyes at Oxford to the 
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impcnding danger, made many hold back who had al- 
Inost surrendered their judgment, and, if it chillcd some 
hearts, it excited in others a prudent caution. Dr. Faussctt 
was an honcst, out-spcaking n1an, but hardly a match for 
his opponcnts; he :was afterwards (i. e. in connection with 
Dr. Pusey's se
mon and suspension) called a 'theological 
firebrand,' but the subsequent perversions proved that he 
did not over-state the tendencies and intentions of the 
Romanizers, and might rather have been called' a beacoll- 
light.' 
Dr. Faussett"s sennon produced' A Letter' (of 99 pp.) 
addressed to him by i1Jr. .J.,Te-dJ1Jlall. It was a masterly argu- 
ment, full of learning and large in quotations, but narrow 
in its view. The 1110st striking feature of it was its proof of 
the ready fulness of 1\lr. Xewman's mind, for (as appeared 
froln its concluding sentence) it was wnttell ill a single day i 
Though strongly marked by his tendency to quiet sarcasm 
and the bias to Rome (whither he was going so fast), it 
yet contained beautiful as well as powerful passages, espe- 
cially in relation to the real but spiritual presence in the 
I-Ioly Communion. He affected to pIa} with Dr. Faussett's 
statements with an air of conscious superiority in ability 
and in theological knowledge. 
It would be an endlcss task to cnumerate, much n10re 
to analyse, the numerous pamphlets, letters, sermons, re- 
monstrances, remarks, strictures, and supplements of this 
period. To instance only a few :- 
I. Dr. n-r Z 7S011'S 'Brief Examination of 1\1r. Keble's Ser- 
n10n on "Primitive Tradition:'" its brevi"!)} was expressed 
in 69 pages! and 1\1r. l{eble's Ol'er-statcn1ents were mct by 
corresponding 1alder-statements of the questions of Tradi- 
tion and .\postolic Succession. 
2. .Jlr. BncR/ldl publishcd an argument to show that 
U2 
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:\1r. K.cble was pledged by his own words (in a letter to 
J udge Coleridge) either to resign his preferment, folIo" ing 
that act 'by retiring into another diocese,' or, if all the 
bishops were agreed, 'to retire into lay-communion.' 
3. Rez'. F. i1Iereu;elher, in his 'Strictures on the Sermons 
of l\1r. Benson' (of the Temple), stated that he thought 
l\1r, Benson wrong in insisting on 'The Bible and the Bible 
only,' while 'our maxim [he speaks as a Tractarian] is 
the Bible as interpreted by the Catholic (especially by the 
Primitive) Church; this is our chart, our guide, our polar 
star.' 
But there is no end of this; at least, there would be 
none, were we to go on with each publication, eyen thus 
briefly. The namcs of the writers must suffice :-Professor 
Scholefield, of Can1bridge; Professor Baden Po".ell (in his 
work 'Tradition Unveiled'); Rev. T. Bowdler (' Quid Romæ 
Faciam ?'); Rev. \V. B. Barter; Hon. and Rev. A. P. Per- 
ceval; Rev. S. R. :\Iaitland; Dr. Pusey (in a Letter of 
200 pp. to the Archbishop of Canterbury) ; Rev. 'V. Gresley; 
Rev. \V. Sewell; Bishop Copleston, two Sermons on Roman 
Catholic Errors; Dr. Symons, a Sermon preached at St. 
l\1ary's; Rev. F. Close, a 'Sermon against the Tractarians,' 
and another 'On the Tendency of the so-called" Church 
Principles" to Romanisn1;' Dr. Thorpe (in a Review of 1\Ir. 
Sewell's Letter to Dr. Pusey), in which he says: 'Perhaps he 
[::\Ir. Sewell] is designedly obscu -e, on the principle inculcated 
br the Tract writers, to write mysteriouslr and to withhold 
a part of the meaning;' and he gives this quotatiol! from 
the British Critic (then a Tract organ): 'The age in which 
we live is all light, therefore the Church is bound to be, we 
will not say dark-for that is a forbidding word,-but we 
will sar, deeþ, impenetrable, occult zit htr 'l'iews and character.' 
The Rev. 'V. Paln1er's 'Karrative of Events connected 
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with the Publication of the Tracts for the Times' (referred 
to in the preceding Chapter) rcquires more special notice, 
'Our movement,' he says, 'consisted of two branches :-First, 
An Association, for the purpose of dcfending the Church, in 
her 
piritual capacity, against the prevalent spirit of Latitu- 
dinarianism [this Association seems speedily to have come 
to an endJ: secondly, the Publication of the Tracts.' 
I. As to the Association. It bcgan (in 1833) with 
1\1r. Palmer and 1'1r. Froude of Oriel; and soon extended 
to :\lr. Rose, 1\lr. K.eblc, 
Ir. Newlnan, and 1\1r. Perceval. 
A week's conference at Hadleigh (:\lr. Rose's living) ended 
without any specific arrangements. At Oxford, by the 
autumn, 'Suggestions for the Formation of an Association' 
were printed and widely circulated; 'Expressions of appro- 
bation wcre receivcd from the clergy in all parts of the 
country.' 'I went,' says 
1r. Palmer, '(as a deputation) to 
Coventry, 'Vinchester: and London,-and I returned to 
Oxford with a heart full of gratitude and confidence.' 
2. The publication of the Tracts for the Times. These 
Tracts could not well be published by the Association; 
and, for a time, several of thcm were privately printed and 
dispersed amongsl friends in the country. ' I confess,' says 
:\lr. Palmer, 'I was rather surprised at the rapidity with 
which they were composed and published without any pre- 
vious revision or consultation.' 1\1r. Palmer soon urged the 
necessity of appointing a 'Committee of Revision,' on find- 
ing that many objections were raised by the clergy against 
parts of the Tracts; his advice, h
 says, was not taken; 
he also found that 'thcre were material differences in his 
views and 1'1r. Froude's on several important points.' 
'1\Ir. Froude occasionally expressed sentiments extremely 
unjust to the Reformers and injurious to the Church.' 'I 
accordingly ceased to take any active part in their proceed- 
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ings, or to be possessed of that intimate confidence with 
which I had previously been honoured.' 
[The share which the Tract party had in raising the storm 
against Dr. Hampden has been already mentioned under 
the head of' The Hampden Controversy.'] 
In 1835, formal m.eetiI2gs were held at Dr. Pusey's, form- 
ing a sort of theological society. Essays were read and dis- 
cussion was encouraged, but afterwards discontinued. Some 
persons thought thé y were liable to the Statute 'De con- 
yenticulis illicitis reprimendis.' There was much at this 
tinle in the British Critic (the organ of the party) which 
savoured of sympathy with Rome and a spirit of discontent 
with the English Church. 
Such, \"err nearly, was the state of things for four or 
five years, that is, till the Tractarian movement reached its 
climax (in 184 I) by the publication of 'No. 90,' This 
Chapter being so lengthy, this topic will only incidentally 
present itself in subsequent 'Recollections.' In taking 
leave of l\Ir. Palmer, whose p3.rdon is asked for the use I 
ha\"e made of his 'Narrative,' it is but just to say that he 
had always been considered a sound but rather high Church- 
n1an. lIe came to Oxford (for incorporation) a ready- 
made controversialist in Ireland, and at once proved him- 
self a powerful antagonist to Popery, in the person of Dr. 
(afterwards Cardinal) 'Yiseman. In his observations on the 
'Tendencies to Romanism' the SaIl1e spirit shows itself, 
though nlodified and softened. 
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, "e see the past through the spectacles of the present.'-Edinb. Review. 


Recollections fro11t A.D. 1837 to A.D. 18-1-0. 


A. D. 1837. 


[B.A. 279. 1\I.A. 16-1-. At Commemoration, 2 Hon. D.C.L., 
and 1 Hon. 1\1...\.] 
EARLY in this year there was a report in Oxford, which 
even got into the papers, that \V orcester College was about 
to throw out a new front, and that æI 200 had already been 
subscribed for the purpose by former members. 
In this spring the English episcopacy received strength 
and ornament by the appointment of Dr. Denison to the 
See of Salisbury. 
Oxford, at this time, had good reason to be proud of 
one of her most powerful and eloquent preachers. 1\1r. 
Hook (afterwards Dr. Hook 1) had been for some time 
working and preaching at Coventry, when the Ylearage of 
Leeds became vacant. The wise people of the North sent 
a deputation to Coyentry to hear 1\lr. IIook preach, as it 
were Oil the s!y, or, more elegantly, zizcog. The deputation 
accordingly- 


1 Now Dean Hook. 'Yhy bas he not become Bishop Hook t 
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· Infert se sæptus nebulâ., mirabile dictu, 
Per medios, miscetque viI is; neque cernitur ulli.- 
Dissimulant, et nube cavâ speclIlalltllr amicti.' 


.And well they might ,do so, lest the inhabitants should send 
thenl not to, but from, Coventry. The plan, however, suc- 
ceeded; they canle, they saw (rather they hearå) , they con- 
quered; and the result of the visit was 
Ir. Hook's almost 
unaninlous election to the valuable and important \Ticarage. 
How successfully he there laboured for nlany years (for he 
was always a 7fJorkÙlg man) is well known. How steadily 
he pursued his course through evil report and good report, 
and how generously he divided his huge parish into districts, 
with the sacrifice of half his incolne, is also well known and 
appreciated. 
l\Iay 8. Lord Radnor withdrew his 'I\Iotion' respecting 
the Universities, whose cause our noble Chancellor nobly 
defended. 
Dr. Gilbert, as Principal of Brasenose, had for some time 
discouraged, if not prevented, his young men from attending 
Dr. IIanlpden's Divinity Lectures, on the ground of the 
Convocation's vote of implied censure; finding, however, 
that sonle of the Bishops (and in particular the Bishop of 
Lichfield, Dr. Butler) required a certificate of such attend- 
ance, Dr. Gilbert (in this l\Iay) withdrew his restriction. 
In June, a Charter was granted to the University of 
Durham: Degrees were immediately conferred there. 
June 20, died \Villiam IV: 'the sailor-king (as the papers 
had it) came to his final anchorage.' Victoria, his successor, 
had no fault attributed to her but her youth 1 An U niver- 
sity address of condolence and congratulation was voted 
June" 21, with a separate address to the Queen Dowager. 
A general election of course followed: in the Oxford Gz?y 
election, l\Iessrs. l\Iaclean and \V m. ErIe (afterwards Chief 
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Justice) were elected, and :\lr. Hughes Hughes was thrown 
out. l\Ir. l\Iaclean was, after the usual fashion, carried home 
in a chair richly ornamented and borne on men's shoulders; 
l\Ir. Erle introduced a novelty (and an improvement), being 
drawn in a chariot by four whz"/e horses: a prognostic of his 
future career. 
August 27. The authorities of Queen's College gave notice 
to the l\Iaster of the Grammar School at IIawkshead, in 
Cumberland, ' that, in consequence of the inadequate supply 
of candidates froIn thence, it was intended to extend the 
benefits of the Foundation (hitherto confined to Cumberland 
and \Vestmoreland) to other part
 of the kingdom.' 
In October died an old Oxonian, Sir John English Dolben 
I remember his calling, a few years before, at my house in 
l\[erton Street, to see the room (a large laundry) in which 
his ancestor, l\Ir. J. Dolben \ and a few others used to read 
the Prayer-book service when, in evil days, it was dangerous 
to do so. (.A painting of his ancestor and two others, so 
engaged, hangs in Ch. Ch. hall.) The old gentleman, who 
was rather leîe-1Jlolllée, fell on his knees on entering the 
room, and in fervent language apostrophised his departed 
relative. Sir John's father, Sir \Villiam Dolben, on the old, 


J \Vood's account is as follows:- 
'In December (164<)) "Prayers according to the Liturgy
' were taken 
away (by the Parliamentary Visitors) at Ch. Ch.-where they had been 
continued, in spite of the Visitors, till the Kativity. Afterwards certain 
divines ofthat House,namely, ::\Ir. J oh. Fell, 
1r. J. Dolbin (sic), 
Ir. Rich. 
Allestrey, &c., all lately expelled, set up the Common Prayer in the 
house of 
Ir. T. \\ïllis, a physician, against 
Ierton College Church,- 
at which place (admitting none but their confidents) were prayers and 
surplices used on all Lord's Days, Holy Days and their Yigib,-as also 
the Sacrament according to the Church of England administered,-con- 
tinuing so till the Restoration of K. Charles no' 
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established theory of 'once in for Oxford, always in,' repre- 
sented the University in Parliament from 1780 to 1806. 
In this l\Iichaehnas Term, Oxford and Cambridge ad- 
vanced pari passu in the way of reform, by substituting an 
Admonition from the \Tice-Chancellor for the Oath taken 
a
 l\Iatriculation. There was, however, a degree of incon- 
sistency in the matter; for, though the l\Iatriculation Oath 
(about observing the statutes) was abrogated, the Oath of 
Supremacy was still retained, br a majority of fifty-five votes 
in Convocation. 
It will hardly, I think, be believed, that on November 21st 
it was proposed in Convocation that, on the beginning of 
each Term, the fine old Latin Litany (with its solemn music) 
should be not only read (i. e. not intoned), but read in 
English; and that a similar change from Latin to English 
should be made as to the Sermon (and, I presume, as to the 
Holy Communion). The proposal failed, as well it might, 
the votes being - Placet 8 I, N on- Placet 102. One would 
have expected that this decisive vote might at once have led 
to a revived attendance at, and appreciation of, this trulr 
academic solemnity. But it did not; for it was not till 1839 
that such a revival took place. 


A.D. I
38. 


[B.A. 255. :M.A. 175. I Hon. D,C.L. at the Commemoration.] 


The angry feeling occasioned in 1836 by Dr. Hampden's 
appointment to the Regius Divinity Professorship was kept 
alive, at the beginning of 1838 (as it had been more or 
less in 1837), by a series of lengthy anonymous letters (in 
the well-known style of the Rev. 'Vaughan Tholnas), in 
which not only (though chiefly) Dr. Hampden, but Lord 
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l\[elbourne, Sir J. Campbell, and Dr. Lushington came in 
for a 
hare of sarcasm. Indeed, what with Dr. Hampden's 
hard treatment and the Romanising of the Tractarians, 
Oxford at this time was by no means a bed of roses; it 
was rather a hot-bed of uncharitableness, of social distrust, 
recritnination, and discomfort. Even the unusually severe 
weather at the comlnencement of the year did not cool down 
some people. As usual, a large subscription was raised 
for the unemployed poor,-who did not benefit much by 
, 
'the sheep roasted on the frozen river, near K.ennington! 
It was in a later frost that some young men were driven 
in a 'char-à-bancs' on the frozen river between Iffl.ey and 
Folly Bridge! 
J an. 13 died Lord Eldon, long an honour to Oxford and 
the boast of University College. 
The propensity of our Undergraduates to abbrèvialt! all 
academic names and phrases (as well as their hours of study 
and their Commoners'-gown) began to show itself about this 
period. 'Little-go,' the established but slang name for Re- 
sponsions, was found too fatiguing, and so becan1e ' Smalls.' 
The High Street, with all its beauty, was put upon short 
allowance, and became 'The High.' Of course, though 
son1ewhat later, l\Iagna Vacatio became' The Long,' and 
l\Ioderations became 
Iods 1. 


1 By-the-bye, the term · Moderations' is itself a misnomer; really and 
statutably it is 'Thc First Public Examination.' The Examiners for it 
being called ì\loderators (an old title connected with Disputations), the 
EÃaminations soon began to be called' l\lodcrations.' But altogether 
(without dwelling on the term Responsions and the probable reason for 
its adoption mentiuned ebc\\ here) the nomenclature of our Examination 
system is clumsy and unfortunate; , The First Public Examination' being 
really the Second (for is not what is called 'Little-go,' or Responsions, 
a bonû-fide Examinatian ?); and the Second or Final one (which, how- 
ever, is not no\\ thc Final one) being .really the Third. 
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This 'abbreviating process being applied to venerable 
Colleges (for instance, 'New College' is shortcned into a 
1110nosyllable-' .Are you going to New?') it is no wonder 
that the Ilalls should suffc
 in a similar way. I cannot 
bring myself to write the vulgarized fornl of 81. ì\Iary I-Iall ; 
but in respect to another IlaIl, I would simply ask, which 
form of words sounded best to acaden1Íc ears, as they were 
(in close contact) uttered on the top of a house-boat, by 
way of encouraging the crew of the last boat at the 
races :- 


Senior man-" On, St. Edmund's, on.' 
Fast man-" Go it Teddy! Go it Teddy'! 


Is it not singular that Hearne, a member and for many years 
a resident in this IlaIl (and an antiquary), should assert 
(as he does, p. 234 of Reliquiæ IIearnianæ) that' Edmund 
IlaIl took its name (not from 51. Edmund, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, but) froln an Oxford citizen, named Edmunds'? 
St. Alban I IalI, we know, took its nanlC from an Oxford 
citizen who, luckily, was called Robert de St. Alban. 
l\Iarch 17. .\ Petition of Convocation was voted to Par- 
liament against the Didcot Branch-Railway to Oxford! The 
rea
ons given were- I st. That the existing means of com- 
munication with London were fully adequate! 2ndly. That 
greater facilities for that communication would be injurious 
to the discipline of the University!! 3rdly. That the works 
adjoining the river would cause floods by impeding the 
water- course! !! N. B. Since the Thanle Branch was joined 
on there is some truth in this third reason. 
l\Iarch 20. A Petition to Parliament was voted in Convo- 
cation' to preserve the Bishopric of Sodor and l\Ian,' which 
by a previous Act had been prospectively condenlned to be 
absorbed into that of Carlisle. 
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The schelne was relinquished and the separate See 
preserved. 
l\Iarch 24. Several, alterations in the Statute' De moribus 
confornlandis' "ere proposed and approved; but one pro- 
posal, 'Dc ære a1icno non contrahendo,' was rejected by 
-; 1 votes to 20. The Oxford tradesmen (it was said) had 
petitioned the authorities against the clause, as too stringent 
against licking and sure to be evaded. 
In thb month the first steps were taken for a Boat-chapel, 
near the Oxford Canal; the plan originated with, and -was 
carried out by, the excellent father of an excellent family, 
l\Ir. 'Yard, coal-merchant, who had found that the barge- 
men never did and never would present themselves at a 
church in their rough costume. 'It won't do for such as 
we ! ' They were quite ' at whoam' in the barge. 
In ?\Iay, the attention of the University was invited to the 
forn1ation of what was to be called 'The Oxford A piarian 
Society! ' It was got up in great fornl (with President, 
Secretary, &c.) by :\Ir. 'V. C. Cotton, of Ch. Ch. Rule 8 was 
-' To keep a garden for experiments on bees.' It did not 
last long, and ceased altogether on l\Ir. Cotton's going abroad. 
June 9. In Convocation, a sinlpler form was substituted 
(not, however, as an oath, but as a declaration 1 ) for the 
, Bodleian Oath,' which had been hitherto taken on admis- 
sion to the B.A. Degree, and which was properly thought 
too stringent and elaborate. As a proof of this, and as a 
matter of curiosity, I subjoin the abrogated oath which has 
disappeared from the Statute-book :-' Tu promittes (with 
the usual form of kissing the Testament) quod neque tu in 


1 The Declaration is simply this: 'Ego in Bihliothccam Uodleianam 
admittcndus, ex animo polliceor me libros cæterumque cultum sic tlac- 
taturum ut superesse quam diutissime pos
int. ct quantum in me est, 
cu:aturum ne quid bibliotheca dctrimcnti aut incommodi capiat.' 



3 02 


RECOLLECTIO...\
 OF OJYFORD. 


persona tua aliquem vel aliquos libros surripies, permutabis, 
rades, obliterabis, contaminabis, aut a1io quocunque modo 
detruncabis, abuteris, deteres aut im
inues; nec alii cui- 
quam auctor eris horum quidvis perpetrandi,' &c. 
June 28. The Coronation-day "'as lnarked in Oxford by 
a general, grand illumination. There was a talk of a dinner, 
.. 
to be got up by subscription, for the poorer inhabitants; but 
it was giycn up (it was said) on the wretched plea that our 
poor neighbours (þost þralldÙtlJl) would be in too great a state 
of excitement for the quiet enjoyment of the illumination! 
Surely the effects of roast-beef, plum pudding, and a pint of 
ale, howe,'er strange to most of their stomachs and heads, 
would have e,'aporated in the interval bctween a one o'clock 
dinner and the eight o'clock lighting-up! The real truth 
was, more 'probably, that the question having been raised by 
the authorities (University and City), 'Dinner or Illumina- 
tion,' the latter was decided upon as more expressive of 
loyalty. A great many people went up to London the day 
before the Coronation-day; indèed, 'beside the usual con- 
veyances, seve1l extra coaches' started from Oxford for the 
nearest station, Didcot. 
The year 1838 was especially marked by the persevering 
attacks and calumnies against Oxford by Lord Radnor, 
Lord Holland, and, occasionally, Lord Brougham; and 
this, when the University was steadily revising its Statute- 
book and ren10ving abuses. The attempts made at this 
period to open Oxford to Dissenters were ingeniously attri- 
buted, by a writer in the British Critic, to the Hon. Degrees 
conferred upon Nonconformists at the meeting of the 
British Association :-' Those who were thus admitted "to 
gaze upon our treasures" 
like those of I
ing Hezekiah), 
learnt to covet a share, and naturally sought admission to 
a further taste of our good things.' 
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The first week in September is marked, at least by the 
czïizells of Oxford, as the season of St. Giles's Fair. Falling, 
as it does, in the Long \Tacation, it never possessed any 
intercst for the University; but at Carnbridge, even in Long 
Vacation, ' Stourbridge Fair' used to be (I know not whether 
it still is) a matter of great excitement,-the \Tice-Chan-. 
cellor, with full attendance, going to the Barnwell suburb to 
open the Fair by a solemn proclamation and other cere- 
monies, some of them connected with eating and drinking, 
and ending with theatricals! Before starting in procession, 
'mulled-wine and cakes were presented and partaken of 
in the Senate House.' At the Oxford Fair a striking and 
picturesque group had been always formed by a large body 
of gipsies, men, women, and children, with their rough 
ponies and rougher donkeys; but this wild tribe was looked 
upon unfavourably by the City magnates, and the l\Iayor of 
this year (1838) issued an order for the positive exclusion 
of the gipsies from St. Giles's Fair. Pity for them, and 
early 'recollectiolls' of their fiddling, tumbling, stick-throw- 
ing, &c., &c., suggested the following lines, inserted in the 
Oxford Herald:- 


THE GIPSIES' HUMBLE PETITION AND RE:MOXSTRAXCE. 


Addressed to tbe TVorsbipftll ]\Iayor of Oxford. 


'0 
Ir. :Mayor, 0 :Mr, l\layor! 
\Vhat have we Gipsies done or said, 
That you should drive us from the Fair 
And rob us of our 'custom'd bread? 


o had you seen, good Mr. :\layor, 
Our wond'ring, weeping, wailing band, 
And marked our looks of deep despair 
\Vhen first \\e heard your stern command; 
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Could you have witness'd, 'fr. 
1ayor, 
How young and old, and weak and strong, 
Excluded, branded, cold and bare, 
'Ye sat astounded all day long; 


Your heart had ach'd, good :Mr. :l\fayor, 
And felt that Gipsies too were men; 
Then deif:,'1l oUi losses to repair, 
:Kor drive us thus to try the pen. 


Alas! 'tis true, good 
Ir. :Mayor, 
Our friend, Sir "'alter Scott, is rleað; 
But Heav'n, that hears the Gipsies' pray'r, 
l\lay raise another in his stead. 


Dread not the name, good :Mr. l\layor, 
No more the witch's pow'r we claim; 
]
ut still we are the i\Iuse's care, 
And Oxford Poets guard our fame. 


".hat place then so unfit, good l\layor,. 
A "ar against our h ibe to raise, 
As that which lately filled the air 1 
"ïth Gipsy-lore and Gipsies' praise? 


You welcome Lions to the Fair, 
Tigers and l\Ionkeys, Punch and Fool; 
Then suffer us, another year, 
To hold there our Gymnastic School. 


::\Ieanwhile farewell, good l\fr. 
Iayor, 
Your fro" ns dismiss resume your smiles; 
'Ye'l1 leave off cheatmg, take to prayer, 
.And claim thy patronage, St. Giles! ' 


In November, 1838, a royal present was made to the 
University, and especially to the Bodleian Picture Gallery, in 


1 '
ide' The Gipsies,' :Mr. Stanley's :Kewdigate Prize-poem for 183i. 
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the shape of two full-length, full-dressed portraits of \Vil- 
liam IV antI Queen Adelaide, by Sir David \Vilkie. l\Iany 
persons thought them rather coarse, and o'"er-done. 
KOV.22. The extreme I-ligh Church tendencies in a Romish 
direction (which under the influence of the Tractarian writers 
pained and disappointed many wise and good men) naturally 
produced a strong reaction in Oxford, and through Oxford 
throughout the kingdom. It was right and reasonable that 
our Alma l\Iater (the great majority of whose sons were in 
this, as in many former trials, true to their Church of 
England principles) should wish to show that she had not 
been influenced by the cloud that had hung over her. This 
healthy feeling found its expression in the erection of the 
beautiful cross and monument to the n1emory of Cranmer, 
Ridley, and Latimer. It was a noble proof (though a some- 
what tardy one) that Oxford still cherished the memory of 
those great n1artyrs to the Reformation. The subscription 
was a very large one (
f50oo), and was raised \\Íth wonderful 
rapidity; out of it, besides the l\Iartyrs' ::\Iemorial, was also 
built an additional aisle on the north side of l\Iagdalen 
parish church,-to be called 'The ::\Iartyrs' Aisle.' It had 
been found impracticable to get a site in Broad Street, the 
actual scene of the martyrdom. 


A.D. 1839. 


[B.A. 264. :M:.A. 167. At Commemoration. Hon. D.C.L. 4. 
Hon. l\I.A. 2.] 
Jan, 3. JVz1Ham illz1ter, B.A. of New College, was elected 
Esquire Bedel, as successor to l\Ir. Bobart. 
Jan. 29. A power was given by Con'"ocation to the Vice- 
Chancellor 'to vary payments by l\Iembers of the University, 
for the preaching tax, the tax for keeping up the fire- 
x 
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engines, the tax for the preservation from drowning' (i. e. 
for the boat and its keeper, 'old Charon '), 'and the tax for 
the public walks.' The varying consisted, I believe, chiefly 
in reducing them, as they had produced a surplus. 
l\Iarch 24. The proposal, in Convocation, to appoint two 
Prælectors, one in Grammar and Rhetoric, the other in 
Logic and l\Ietaphysics, was rejected; the Placets were 
thirty-one, Non-Placets seventy-one.-.Also 'a forced at- 
tendance on two courses of some one Public Lecturer' was 
rejected by a majority of fifteen votes. 
l\Iay 13. The proposal for a Prælectorship in Logic was 
carried by twenty-seven to eighteen, the salary to be raised 
by a tax upon all persons u
der the degree of l\I.A. 
l\Iay 2 I. .A splendid reception was given in Oxford to the 
Russian Archduke Alexander [now, in 1861, the Emþeror 
Alexander II] and the Prince of the Netherlands. Degrees 
by dip]onla wcre voted to the two Princes, and the Degree of 
IIonorary D.C.L. was conferred on five of their attendants. 
To those who had seen Alexander I in 1814, and the tall 
Nicholas in 1817, the young Russian Prince did not appear 
so striking; the same might be said of the Dutch Prince. 
I had a little private transaction with the Russian Prince. 
Understanding that he was flinging about his money very 
liberally, I got my kind friend l\Ir. Lethbridge, of 
\1I Souls, 
one of the Proctors, to state to hinl (through a noble Lord, 
in attendance) the fact, that iny late son, of New College, 
had left a translation of Dr. Otto's (Gennan) History of 
Russian Literature; but that t50 would be required to 
induce a publisher (l\Ir. Talbors) to print it. The hint was 
most kindly and instantly taken, and the sum paid (through 
l\Ir. Lethbridge) to Talboys. The volume soon appeared, 
and I lost no time in transmitting a copy, handsomely 
bound, to the young Prince, through the Ru
sian Embassy. 
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June 5. :\Ir. l\IicheII was elected the first Prælector of 
Logic, against three competitors, l\Iessrs. \V. Sewell, Lan- 
caster, and \Vall. 
June 6. The idea of a cemetery was first suggested in the 
City Council, and a committee was at once fanned to carr) 
out the idea. 
June I 2. 
\t the Commemoration, TVords'lt'orlh was pre- 
scnted to the Honorary D.C.L. Degree; his reception was 
overpowering to others, though he stood it firmly, and ap- 
parently unmoved as one of his \Vestmoreland nlountains. 
Kcble, as Professor of ,Poetry, did him ample honour from 
the Rostrum. I was honoured by a call from 'the philo- 
sophic poet,' who was brought to my house by a friend 
to hear his little poem, 'She dwelt among the untrodden 
ways,' sung as it had becn admirably set to music by 
Professor Donkin. \V ordsworth remarked with regret that 
one stanza (which he directly repeated) had been omitted 1. 


1 About this time appeared a strange anon) mous pamphlet (of seventy 
pages), entitled c Oxford in 1888, A Fragmentary Dream *.' It was, as 
might be expected from its title, a rambling afíair, beginning with a 
moonlight vie\\ of Oxford from the roof of the Radcliffe Library. Of 
course the dreamer sees great changes and innovations, in this jump of 
fifty years; e. g. c a spacious, handsome edifice, styled c. The British 
Collcge,"-for the education of all British subjects, of every religious 
ect; 
and a second College for Diplomacy and Ï\Iodem Languages.' Almost 
everything is quietly quizzed,-the then unwnrmed Bodleian especially; 
-the want of pure water, fountains, &c. ;-suggestions are given for 
purifying the western approach to Christ Church :i\Ieadow, and other 
parts of Oxford, where C it might be said of the inhabitants, .. Nasus illis 
Xullus erat!'" The following is a scene from C the Dream:' 'Scarcely 
had" Orates" finished his 
entence, when he beheld a thick volume of 
smoke pouring forth at intervals, and gleams of flame issuing from one 


* Dr. Bloxam tclls me that this' Dream' v. as wri.tten by his (and my) 
friend Rev. Richard \Valker, late Fellow of Magdalen College. 
X 2 
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In July of this year a grand agricultural meeting took 
place in Oxford, which, though not academical, had several 
points of academical interest. (I) Fronl the splendid room 
in which 2000 persons dined,-being none other than the 
quadrangle of Queen's College, covered over for the 
occasion. (2) From the fact of several academic speakers 
(the Vice-ChancelIor;Dr. Gilbert, Dr. Buckland, and others) 
having addressed the company. The Vice-Chancellor, after 
some good observations in good English, said he would 
give the farmers a little Latin, 'Kihil agriculturâ melius, 
nihil ubcrz'us,' -translating it for them-' Nothing, gentlemen, 
(as you know better than I or Cicero), nothing is more' 
produc/li'e than farn1ing,' -(great cheers and hearty laughter). 


of our principal colleges. The case was this: Lord Boozy had got 
drunk, and set fire to his bed-furniture, which finally caused the con- 
flagration. The Head of the College, in agony, immediately rushed 
forth and ordered the \\ ine-cellars to be strictly guarded (" ne portum 
occupet alter") and the statutes to be secured. Unfortunately, by some 
oversight, the valuable liblary and its invaluable :MSS. were burnt to 
ashes ;-but the wine was 
aved I-and the statutes' I !- The follo\\ ing 
improvements are enumerated:- 
I. Trinity College garden laid out in the style of St. John's' classical 
grounds.' 
2. Balliol Col1ege front made uniform. 
3. The balustrade round' Tom Quad' removed. 
4. The Cæsars 'capita ilIa horrenda' alongside the Theatre new 
modelled. 
5. Xew College quadrangle gothicised to hannonise \\ith the Chapel 
[supposed to have been lmgotbicised when the upper story \\ as added to 
"'ykeham's original building]. 
6. The fictitious portraits of college founders taken down; e. g. John 
de Balliol, really the portrait of an Oxford blacksmith, and Devorguilla. 
that of an O}"ford apothecary's daughter. 
7. The porch of St. 
Iary's, its twisted columns (that incongruous 
imitation of the baldaquin at Rome) s\\ ept away. 
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He particularly dclighted the company by telling them that 
in a very few rears Oxford would have a Professor of Agri- 
culture or Rural Economy, Chevalier Bunsen also concluded 
his speech with a Latin vcrse :- 


· Bella gerant alii, ter Felix Anglia pacem!' 
'From war though others ne'er may cease, 
Let happy England 
herish peace l' 


'Happy England,' however, was frequently at this time 
disturbed by Chartist riots at Birmingham, N ewcastIe, &c. 
In August, the establishment of a Theological College 
both at Chichester and 'Vells, much wanted and wisely 
undertaken, was a strong reproof to Oxford, for sending 
forth her Bachelors of Arts (in general) quite ignorant of all 
that constitutes a theological scholar, and totally uninstructed 
in parish teaching and pastoral duties. 
Oxford, in this Long Vacation, was enlivened by a ' N une- 
ham Regatta,' a Conservative festivity, at which l\Ir. l\Iaclean 
(l\I.P. for Oxford City, and l\I.A. of Balliol) was the presiding 
genius, as well as the, chief payer of the piper. I am 
tempted to introduce here a parody on Shield's famous 
song of 'The Gallant Arethusa,' in honour of the nine 
young gentlenlen, natives of Oxford, who, as the crew of 
, The Arid,' carried off the chief honours of this regatta. 


THE ARIEL'S CRE'Y, SIR. 


· Come every jolly rower bold, 
'Vho..;e heart is cast in honour's mould, 
',"hile Xuneham's glories I unfold, 
IIuzza for the Arid's crew, Sir. 
She is a vessel tight and brave, 
As ever 
kimm'd the ruffled wave i 
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1 ler lads are staunch to their fa v'rite launch, 
And when the race shall tl your fire, 
Sooner than } ield we'll all expire 1, 
The dauntless Ariel crew, Sir. 


"Twas in the Regatta she went out 
In Kuneham'
 reach to cruise about, 
Three rival boats, in show so stout, 
Bore down on the Ariel crew, Sir; 
The Isis bold straight a-head did ply, 
The sprightly AJÍel seem'd to fly: 

 ot an arm, nor a back, nor a nerve did she slack;- 
Though the foemen laugh'd and thought it was stuff, 
Knowing not the handful of lads how tough 
\Yere the dauntless Ariel crew, Sir. 


<< Eight strong-arm'd men on their oars did bend, 
The stoutest Oxford Town could send; 
". e eight bold youngsters did contend, 
The plucky Ariel crew, Sir. 
Our cockswain hail'd the Isis, "I lo," The Isis-men roar'd out 
" Hallo I 
V ou'll ne'er win the cup, so you'd better give it up;" 
" K 0, no," cries the .Ariel, "that can't be, 
For I mean to lug it along with me, 
For the use of the Ariel crew, Sir." 


'The race was off the N'uneham shore, 
(Such a race as ne'er was seen before,) 
". e press'd them hard and beat them sore, 
The youthful Ariel crew, Sir. 
And now we've beat the rival crew, 
And shown what skill and pluck can do, 
Let each fill a glass to his fav'rite lass: 
Here's a health to 
Iaclean and Consen'atives all, 
And may success and honour befall 
The lads of the Ariel crew, Sir!' 


1 <<Vitamque volunt pro laude pacisci.' 
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Dec, 5. The salary of each of the two Proctors (which had 
hitherto been fluctuating, as depending on the number of 
Degrees, and especially of' Grand Compounders') was fixed 
at .t350 for the year of office. I believe it was calculated on 
the average of the five preceding years, in which the income 
had been better than usual. 


A.D. 18.tO. 


[B.A. 254. :\1...-\.. 188. No Hon. Degree at the Commemoration!] 
J an. 10. The' penny postage' came into action. It is 
surprising (now that we, in 1861, haye seen its satisfactory 
results) to look back and observe how ungraciously this 
'boon to families,' and especially to poor and middle class 
families, was at first received. It was unscrupulously de- 
nounceù as 'that gigantic humbug,' -' the wise penny- 
postage schen1e,' or the 'pcnny wise and pound foolish 
scheme,' while elaborate calculations of future losses to 
the revenue were widely circulated. A good deal of thb 
obloquy and disparagement was, of course, to be put to 
the account of party and political influence. There had 
always been a local pcnny- post in Oxford, but who had 
ever expected to send a letter to John O'Groat's house for 
a penny? 
At this perioù the country ,,"as still kept in excitement 
by Chartist disturbances. At 
 ewport in i\1onmouthshire, 
a nlan of property, nan1ed John Frost, and others were tried 
for dreadful riots; 224 convicts on this charge, from different 
assizes, were transported to Van Dieman's Land. 
Jan. 24. An attempt at law to stop the publication of the 
:\Iagdalen College statutes by 1\lr. \Vard of Trinity, failed on 
the ground that copies of the statutes were open to public 
in
pection in the Bodleian Library, thc British ::\1 uscum, &c. 
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It is amusing, looking back from our vantage-ground in 
186 I, to see how jealously the College statutes were then 
watched and guarded (ab alienis saltern oculis), which only 
twenty years afterwards were so coolly walked into by an 
Act of Parliament, and so calmly surrendered by the Col- 
leges. They are now xobably laid by (in most societies) 
on some high shelf in the College libraries, to be referred to 
now and then as matters of antiquarian lore, or exhibited as 
curiosities along with :\Iissals and Illuminated l\Ianuscripts. 
1\lr. \Vard's publications o.f College statutes were English 
translations; an early death prevented his continuing this 
strange waste of time and labour. 
Feb. 6. It was voted in Convocation that Æ80 should bc 
paid annually to the funds of the Ashmolean l\Iuseum, on an 
understanding that all academics be admitted gratis. Pre- 
viously to this, the payment of sixpence a head was expected, 
if not exacted, at every visit. A sin1ilar arrangement has 
since been made as to the Picture Gallery. 
Feb. 10. An illumination took place in honour of her 
l\Iajesty's nuptials. Unfortunately there was a bad spirit 
abroad at this time, and the lower orders of Oxford had 
not quite escaped its influence. The C Gown 1 were of 
course demonstrative of loyal feelings; and collisions, with 
a good deal of shouting and skirmishing, took place in 
the streets of Oxford. The gutters, however, did not' run 
with blood;' indeed, there was little more than the noise 
and show of fight. Here and there a blow ,vas ex- 
changed, and even a l\Iaster's gown did not protect its 
wearer from assault. One tutorial :\I.A. was roughly handled 
and went home 'with a ' black-eye;' a lotion and a draught 
were sent for, but unluckily the scout administered the lotion 
internally and bathed the blackened eye with the draught. 
\Vhat effect the latter had did not appear; but the lotion 
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was (or might have been) no joke, though it was treated as 
one by an Oxford paper, in some lines, of which these are 
a sample; they were attributed to l\Ir. Lowe:- 
'A stomach-pump was quickly brought and u all hands" set to 
work at it, 
And speedily they cleaned him out 1 let no man smile or smirk 
at it. 
His life was saved-but to this day (of that night's row the last 
trophy), 
That stomach-pump sticks Ïtz his throat! Thus ended the cata- 
strophe! ' 


.
Iarch 19. Prince Albert was made D.C.L. by Diploma 1. 
June I. The' Great \Vestern' was opened as far as 
Steven ton (near Didcot), to and from which place Oxford 
passengers were conveyed in coaches, omnibuses, &c. By- 
the-bye, the carriage and its name' olnnibus' canle into use 


1 In this March, the unfortunate and eccentric artist and painter, 
Haydon, gave a few lectures on High Art in the Ashmolean l\Iuseum. 
I well remember the striking effects he produced by a few strokes of 
chalk on a large black board, especially when, having spoken of the 
advantage of the study of anatomy in drawing the human form, and 
remarked that Sir Thomas Lawrence never placed a foot firmly on the 
ground, he sketched a pair of legs, the feet slightly on tiptoe, saying, 
'I daresay you have all seen those legs.' A smile went round the room 
as we recognised those of the Prince Regent in the Theatre! Haydon 
was fêted by Dr. Daubeny at Magdalen, and was said to have been so 
pleased with the society of the Common-Room, that on coming away 
he exclaimed, 'Surely they are not the Fellows of Gibbon /' Haydon 
probably left a more favourable impression there than Porson, who oc- 
casionally visited Dr. Routh, sometimes dmed at the 
Iagdalen High 
Table, and drank wine in the Common-Room. He did not always 
make himself agreeable, and one evening was so rough and rude to one 
of the Fellows, that he (the Fellow aggrieved) on leaving the room, said 
to the Vice-President, · Sir, I hope that the next time you introduce your 
bear bere, you will have him muzzled l' 
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(penes quem norma loquendi est), like many other things 
and names, with the railroad. In the old coach time we 
had had 'sociables' (very like the olnnibus) and clumsy 
vehicles caned (as they really were) double-coaches; but the 
real o1Jl1u"bus and its rival cabriold came into general use in 
connection with the' ferrea strata viarum.' It was not likely 
that the drivers and ca
s would adopt such long names; 
they were therefore at once reduced to the monosyllables 
'bus and cab.' 
J line 10. A vulgar fellow, named 'Oxford,' presented 
a pistol and fired at the Queen and her Consort. Hap- 
pily neither this nor a second pistol- shot took effect, 
though the whiz of the bullet was heard by the Prince. 
The wretch (' tn-ere profanation to call hin1 by his name) 
was instantly seized, and on examination coolly said, 'he 
had been brought up to the bar-not indeed as a lawyer, 
ret something above a pot-boy.' J\n address was voted 
in Convocation to congratulate her )Iajesty 'on her preser- 
vation,' &c. 
June 3C? At the Comn1emoration this rear there was not 
a single IIonorary Degree, an unusual circumstance, though 
not unprecedented. Bishop Stanley, who can1e to hear his 
son's Essay, was wen received in the Theatre, notwithstand- 
ing his politics. 'I expected,' he said, 'to encounter a 
pitiless storm,-but under my son's umbrella I got well 
through it.' 
August 20. The members of Queen's College (l\Iasters of 
Arts and upwards) assembled in Oxford to celebrate the fifth 
centenary of their foundation. Son1e fine specimens of 
hardy, rosy, old Cumberland clerks once more bestrode the 
High Street ;-venerunt, oraverunt, ederunt, biberunt, dormi- 
verufit, discesserunt. l\Ir. Barry, a former l\Jichel Fellow 
(and who, as a Bible Clerk of All Souls, had' gained the 
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110110ltrS' in 1803), delivered an eloquent oration on the 
occasion. 
In this August died Dr. 'Voodcock, Canon of Christ 
Church, a large-hearted, excellent man. Having had the 
good fortune to be a cotemporary at School and College 
with influential persons, he had (though rather late in life) 
the option of several pieces of preferment. He coquetted 
for son1e time with the Deanery of Norwich, but at length 
decided for the less responsible Canonry at Christ Church. 
He was thought, however, to have made a wrong choice; 
for he returned, after a long absence, to find Oxford in a 
state of excitement, of revived theological study, and power- 
ful sermons. His discourses, as Canon, at Christ Church 
were quite old-fashioned, with no pretensions to scholarship 
or originality, but with a frequent reference tö 'our excellent 
Constitution in Church and State.' Son1e advantages, how- 
ever, he had over some other Doctors; he was a fine, tall 
man, with a noble countenance and a voice like the lower 
notes of the organ tuba mirabilis. lIe and his family also 
contributed much to the spread of a more friendly and less 
starched intercourse in Oxford society. 
Sept. 8. Dr. Shuttleworth, with the general approval of all 
Oxford men, ,vas gazetted as Bishop of Chichester. Always 
a 'Vhig (apd not always a moderate one), he had been 
neglected by his party; luckily, perhaps, for his episcopal 
qualifications,-since, in the protracted interval of a 'longa 
expectatio,' he had sobered down in his political views and 
established his reputation as a theologian, as well as a wit 
and an elegant 
cholar. As 'Varden (though elected all but 
unanimously) he was not successful in his management of 
young n1cn. Succeeding as he did to what had been a state 
of laxity, he was impatient of a state of transition and gra- 
dual improvement; his sharp manner was not conciliatory; 
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occasionally, when roused up from his studies by a call for 
enquiry or discipline, he was thought to treat this necessity 
for exertion as an interruption. Time, however, sobered 
him much in this respect, though being himself rapid in his 
conclusions, he did not easily make allowance for the slower 
conceptions of others. 
Nov. 4. At the end of a '(}ery I01lg sermon at Christ Church, 
a red-breas
 {probably the only untired creature in the Ca- 
thedral) began singing. The incident was thought worth}" 
of poetical notice at the time; e. g. 
'And wen you might have deemed some angel there 
Hymning seraphic notes (for angels deign 
To hover in the sacred house of pray'r) i 
But if an angel this, the guise he wore 
Of a lone rcd-breast!' &c. 
Datcd Univ. CoIl. (Query-F. 'Yo Faber.) 
This effusion reminded {a learned friend' of a Latin poem 
addressed, 'Rubellioni ad Canonicas preces assiduo,' by 
Petrus I\lo1inæus (A.D. 1626), beginning, 'Sacris amice can- 
tibus, rubellio.' [N. B. 'caJlIl"bus, not c01tcionibus I] 



CIIAPTER X\TII. 


'Sirs, ye are brethren.'-Acts vii. 26. 


Recollcrtions fr01JZ A.D. 184 I to A.D. 184-3. 


A. D. 18{ I. 
[B.A.2i9. :M,A. 184- Honorary D.C.L. at Commemoration, 9,] 
J AX. I. Died 
Ir. Collingwood, the Superintendent of the 
University Press. It was a proof of the liberality of the 
University, that its chief printer was known to be a zealous 
Dissenter. He was an accomplished, amiable, and good 
man, as well as an excellent printer, in which character, 
from the liberal share of the profits granted to him by the 
University, he accumulated a considerable fortune l . His 
widow was his fourth wife; or, as he used to say, his 
, fourth edition.' 
In January of this year was formed 'A plan for a Bene- 
volent Society' 2, for encouraging a prudent forethought 


1 The very .type and paper in the hand and before the eyes of my 
readers call upon me to notice the noble use which his successor, 

lr. Combe, has made, and is making, of his gains from the Clarendon 
Press, especially in the erection of the be"autiful chapel (St. Luke's) 
attached to the Radcliffe Infirmary, and more recently of St. Barnabas' 
Church. 
2 This Association is still kept up (in 1861), and, being carefully 
superintended by some of the higher College SCI vants, has been found 
to \\ ork very satisfactorily. 
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among an inlportant part of our College Establishments, 
i. e. College Servants,-generally most improvident for them- 
selves a
d families. By a small quarterly payment (with a 
little help from others) it was proposed to secure to them 
some slight provision when age or infirm.ity should disqualify 
them for their work. 
The early part of 184 I produced a series of long and 
earnest lctters ' On the .I..\Tew Opinions on Religious l\latters' 
- by 1\lr. \Y. Sewell, 1\Ir. Perceval, Dr. l\Iiller of Armagh, 
&c. And in l\Iarch attention was drawn to No. 90 of 
'The Tracts for the Times' hy a strong 'Remonstrance' 
addressed to the IIcbdomadal Board, and signed by four 
Tutors, viz. l\Ir. Churton of Brasenose, 1\Ir. \Yilson 1 of 
St. John's, 1\Ir. Griffiths of \Vadham College, and 1\1r. Tait 
of Ballio1. This was but 'the beginning of the end;' for 
it was soon followed by a ' Resolution' of the IIebdomadal 
Board in rcference to N' o. .90 of the Tracts; 'That such 
modes of interpretation (evading rather than eXplaining the 
sense of the Thirty-nine Artic!es, and reconciling subscrip- 
tion to thcm with the adoption of errors they were designed 
to counteract) are inconsistent with the Statutes. of the Uni- 
versity, which require subscription to the Articles and the 
instruction of Students in them.' 1\Ir. Newman at once 
avowed hinlself the writcr of No. 90. 1\lr. Sewell lost no 
time in declaring the pain which r\ o. 90 had given him, 
though he rather mystified his notions in the lengthy letters 
which he published; at all events, he did well in advising the 


1 )Ir. 'Yilson little thought that his own writings would (in 1862) 
become objects of enquiry and condemnation. Indeed in joining in that 
Remonstrance he scarcely acted up to his own opinion, which I heard 
him enunciate in a sermon at St. :\Iary's, viz. 'that Christ not only 
foretold but actually inte>lded that divisions should ari::;e in the Church; 
that the tr uth required to be thus elicited.' 
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discontinuance of the ' Tracts,' - too latc indced to stop the 
n1ischicf donc by them or chcck the ensuing controvcrsy. 
It was sOll1cthing like the tardy wisdom of the boy Bill, who 
said to TOITI C,,'ho had stuck sevcral lighted matches into 
a rick), ' That'll do, Tom; don't let us waste our matches.' 
l\Iany good and amiable men (true sons of thc Church of 
England, who had found much in the Tracts that was ex- 
cellent) would fain have stopped further proceedings against 
the writers of them. Certainly those writcrs (and 
rr. New- 
luan especially) had again and again pretty strongly dcclared 
their aversion to the tenets of Ron1e; - but what did the 
event prove? IIaving been disappointed in their hope (or 
rather their dream) of assÙlll'latÙlg our Church to that of 
Rome, did not many of them go over to Rome? Great as 
was thc respect entertained for their undoubted piety and 
learning, many good and pious Churchmcn thought that they 
had neglected the blessed opportunity' tantas con1ponere lites,' 
by simply unfurling a banner inscribed with' The Apostolic, 
Catholic, Reformed Church of England.' 
1\1r. X ewman's 'Letter to the Bishop of Oxford' at this 
time was most touching in its submission; but, alas I how 
soon did he forget his own words :-' Our business,' he said, 
'is with ourselves ;-let the Church of Rome make itself 
(as we should try to make ourselves) more holy, n10re self- 
dcnying, more primitive,-it will come 1learer to us, and will 
cease to be, what we one and all mean "hen we speak of 
Rome. To be anxious for a con1position of differences is 
beginning at the wrong end.' An!) .again: 'I think I can 
bear, or at least will try to bear, any personal humiliation, so 
that I am preserved from betraying sacred interests, which 
the Lord has given into my charge.' 
\Yithout being a 'Tractarian' I always thought we were 
under an obligation to the writers of the Tracts, for having 
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maintained a greater reverence for our Liturgy, our Creeds, 
our Sacraments, and our Bishops; but that they wasted the 
great opportunity, brought about by themselves, of raising 
our low notion of what is meant by 'The Church,'-by 
shooting beyond the mark, and by forcing things (in some 
respects desirable) too far, too fast, and in too arrogant 
a tone. 
:\Ieanwhile Oxford, as Oxford, unmindful of such ( winds 
of doctrine,' calmly pursued its course in its usual generous 
spirit; witness the unanimous vote of Ælooo for additional 
Colonial Bishops. 
In this rear, 184 I, no Bampton Lectures were delivered; 
l\Ir. \Yilberforce (afterwards Bishop of Oxford) had been 
appointed to preach them, but was prevented from doing 
so by a heavy affliction, the death of his wife. In some 
cases it n1ight have been said, '\Vhat a gain!' but in this 
particular instance we said, ' \Vhat a loss!' His Lordship 
perhaps is not sorry that he did not preach and publish eight 
sernlons, or lectures, during 
uch a disturbed state of the 
theological atmosphere. 
l\Iay 20. Died the Rev. Blallco Ifni/e, a name once held 
dear in Oxford 1. 
June 24. .ilIr. Szöthorpe, Fellow of 1\Iagdalen. preached 
(before the University) and afterwards published a sennon 
of a very Popish tendency; and no wonder! for he soon 
after joined the Roman Church. But only for a while; 
for, after drinking of those muddy waters, he returned to 
the pure fountain of our Anglican and Apostolic Church, not 
having been able (it was said) to gulp down l\Iariolatry.. It 
is but justice to add, that l\fr. Sibthorpe was known and re- 
spected as a most excellent, pious nlan, but obviously more 


1 See more of him in 'Recollections' in 1826. 
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susceptible than stable. lIe had for some time held the 
Curacy of K.ennington, near Oxford, and was then followed 
as a Calvinistic, Low Church preacher, and this after having 
had in his very early days at l\lagdalen a Romanising fit, 
which for a few days had ill1perilled his Den1yship! He 
has for son1e rears given (and is I believe still, in 1861, 
giving) a strong proof of his thorough re-COllvÙ:tz"ons by his 
quiet retirement from all clerical duties, and a constant at- 
tendance in Lincoln Cathedral 1. 
July. About this time l-Ionorary Canons began to be ap- 
pointed in the cathedrals where the number of actual Canons 
had been reduced. Some few years after, IIonorary Fellows 
were tacked on to the list of actual Fellows in some of the 
Colleges at Oxford. On being a
ked the motive and the 
use of it, a Bursar of one of those Colleges answered, ' \Yhy, 
don't you see? as " former Fellows" they often came to see 
us, and, of cour
e, or at least from custom, D01JUts paid for 
their dinners, &c.; but now, as " Honorary Fellows," their 
names being replaced on the books, they battel as we do.' 
This bursarial speech was, of course, only half in earnest; 
but the other half would tell, both at College and at Chapter 
dinners. Honorary Canons have been called in at some 
cathedrals to make a show of keeping residence and filling 
a stall at the cathedral service, in the ab
ence of all the 
regular Canons or Prebendaries. 
In this summer we were tauntingly asked why Oxford 
was so slow in producing Doctors in l\Iedicine-one or 
two in a rear,--whilst the Senatus Academicus of Edin- 
burgh could bring forth 103 
.\I.D.'s at one litter. \Ve could 


1 I have subsequently learnt that !\Ir. Sibthorp has again returned to 
the Roman Church, and accoròing to ' The Catholic Directory' for I S69. 
is at/ached to 81. Barnabas' Cathedral, Nottingham. Query: i:; he made 
u
e of thel e as a weather-cock? 


y 
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only answer as the lioness did to the rabbit, 'But mine is 
a lion.' 
Sept. 7. Dr. Pusey, in a letter (in which he cleared him- 
self on the charge of having attended at Roman Catholic 
ceremonies), denied the charge (among several others) of 
, professing to adore the EuchanstJ"c sacrifice as identical with 
that which was offered òn the Cross.' 
The autulnn of this year brought back to Alma l\Iater 
one of her brightest sons, Dr. .Arnold, as Professor of 
l\Ioderl1 IIistory. And one of her wealthiest sons, 'Roblrt 
JIason, D.D.' (as he appears in the List of Public Bene- 
factors, no other notice being taken of him elsewhere), 
poured into her lap ct4-0,OOO for the use of the Bodleian 
Library. Dr. l\Iason gave also as large a sum to Queen's 
College for the illlllledÙlle creation of a modern library-so 
immediate, indeed, that a ycry limited time" as allowed to 
the College thus to appropriate a bequ
st, which, if the 
tin1e were exceeded, would (it was said) be transferred else- 
where. Dr. 1\Iason Inust have been, notwithstanding his 
great wealth, a very quiet, retired sort of person, for no 
one out of his College (and very few there) had ever heard 
of him till his beque
ls were announced. He must: in 
son1C way or other, have attached a high notion to libraries 
anù books, though he seeU1S to have left no library of his 
own collecting. One of his books, at least, n1ust have 
been above all price, viz. his banking-book. 
At the end of 184 I, a \yarn1Iy-contested election loomed 
in the distance for the Poetry Professorship, vacated by 
J. I
eble, whose ten years had expired. The candidates 
were :\Ir. Garbett and Isaac \Villiams. 
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[B.A. 2S2. M.A. 163. Hon. D.C.L. at Commemoration, 2.] 


Jan. 7 died Dr. Shuttleworth, having been Bishop of 
Chichester for the short space of a year and four months, 
scarcely long enough to be at all known in his diocese. 
Sobcred as he was by age, qualified as he was as a theo- 
logical writer to speak with authority ex cathcòrâ episcopali, 
and talented above the ordinary level of English bishops, 
his death was a great loss to the Church, and was especially 
felt by his New College friends. It was amusing to read 
in the papers the n1any guesses at his successor, not one 
hitting on the Tight nmne, Dr. Gilbert. ny-the-bye, it must 
be rather annoying (generally speaking) to have one's name 
thus served up on everyone's breakfast-table, and yet 
nothing come of it. Some persons, indeeò, may like to 
see their name in print, even though it may all end in 
smoke; a 'proxirr.è accessit' (in later life as well as in 
Oxford Undergraduate life) may be acceptable among the 
'solatia victo' in a race in which, though many run, only 
one is able to win the 'prize, 'victorque hOlninum \'olitare 
, 
per ora. 
This year had begun in Oxford with a storm of angry 
words and a heavy shower of controversial letters in refer- 
ence to the contest for the Professorship of Poetry between 
l\fessrs. Garbett and \Yilliams, the Tracts for tbe Times 
being made to bear upon the question. The writers of 
thos
 letters wcre Lord Ashley, Lord Dungannon, \Yilliam 
and Roundell Pahner, l\Iessrs. Golightly, Sibthorp, Brick- 
ncll, Seager, \Y. Conybeare, with a host of anonymous 
l\I..\.'s. 


Y 2 
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Qn the 20th of January, howeyer, while everyone was 
discussing tne comparative merits of the two candidates, 
(one being decidedly a poet, certainly a scholar, but un- 
fortunately a Tractarian; the other a clever man, a classical 
scholar and critic, but rather a Low Churchman), all the 
hubbub and all the discomforts of a contested election on 
. 
a large scale were quietly put a stop to (pulveris exigui 
jactû) by a challenge to a c01l1parison of pro1JllSed voles 
from one side (:\Ir. Garbett's) and an acceptance of the 
chaIlenge on the other; when, it being found that l\Ir. Gar. 
bett had 92 I promises, 1\1r. \ViIliams only 623, :\1r. \Villiams 
at once retired from the contest. If no other party profited 
by the Garbett and \Villiams contest and the Tractarian 
controyersy, the printers and booksellers certainly did. The 
air of Oxford was for a long while filled with pamphlets and 
other such missile weapons. At length, however, even 
:\Ir. nrickneIl got tired of carrying on the controversy; at 
least, he found that others were tired, and dcmanded peace. 
l\Iarch 18. An address was \'oted to be presented by 
a delegacy to congratulate her l\Iajesty on the birth of the 
Prince of \Yales. Our noble Chancellor and the University 
Delegates had rather hard work to get through, for besides 
the address to the Queen, there was one to Prince Albert 
and another to the Duchess of Kent. The same ceremony 
had taken place on the previous birth of the Princess Royal; 
but, as her 
Iajesty's family subs('quently increased, the event 
becalne too much a Inatter of course to require the formal 
congratulations of the University. 
In April, two additional Theological (Regius) Professor- 
ships were founded, with a Canonry at Christ Church at- 
tached to each (when they should fall in); one for Eccle- 
siastical IIistory, first held by l\Ir. Hussey; the other for 
Pastoral Theology, held by Dr. Ogilvie. The University 
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voted each of them an annual stipend of Æ300, to cease 
whcn the Canonries should become vacant. On the prin- 
ciple that dti'isÙm of labnur is generally effectual in its re- 
sults, this increascd staff and classification of subjects were 
expected to raise the character of our theological school. 
l\Iay 8. In Convocation the sum of Æ20 a year was voted 
to the Bodleian janitor, upon an understanding 'that, in 
future, any n1cnlber of the University, either alone or ,,'ith 
friends, shall be admitted to the Picture Gallery without 
payment, provided he appear in his proper academical 
dress! ' - fees from strangers to be still allowed. Query: 
'Yas not that giving to the janitor, 'antro æternùm latranti,' 
a quasi Pro curatorial power? That academics should lz"Oll- 
ise strangers (especially ladies) in their acadenlical dress 
is, no doubt, very proper, and used to be considered as 
a Inatter of course; but in this, as in n10st other things, the 
rough freedom of the times shows itself. 
In this year, 1842, the Prize for Latin '
erse was not 
awarded! that is, not one of the fcw copies sent in was 
presentable in the Theatre. Tell it not at Eton, publish 
it not in the senior classes at '\Ïnchester! On second 
thoughts, if the talent of Latin versification is to be kept 
up, tell it and publish it there and everywhere. 
June 7. After great and long excitement, Convocation 
(assembled in the Theatre, on account of the large attend- 
ance) had to ,"ote upon the proposal of the Board 'to re- 
SCz11d the Statute of 1836,' which had deprived Dr. Hampden, 
as Regius Professor of Divinity, of certain privileges be- 
longing to that office. After a protest from J.\Ir. Sewell, a long 
yarn from 1\lr. 'Vayc, and a strongly-seasoned Latin oration 
against the proposal from 1\lr. Vaughan Thomas, the House 
becalne impatient for the voting; there were given 2 19 
Placets, 334- 1\ on-Placets; majority against the proposal, 115. 
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So bitter was still the odium theologicum! so determined 
were Dr. Hampden's opponents to worry him, if not to 
death, at least to resignation; not seeing or wishing for the 
remaining alternative, viz. to hasten his escape fronl a be
 
of thorns to a bed of roses-from uncharitable Oxford to 
a conlfortable bishopric ! 
About the satne date the University and Rugby School 
sustained a heavy blow in the death of the good I)r. Arnold. 
He was loved and admired by many in Oxford, who could 
not keep pace with him in his elllarged yiews. 
June 22. The drawings and designs by Raffaelle and 
::\Iichael .Angelo (since placed in the Unhyersity Galleries) 
\\ ere secured to the University, chiefly by two acts of gene- 
rosity: first, 1\lr. \Y oodburn, who had asked _t 10,000 for 
them, lowered their price to 1:6000 on learning where they 
would be deposited; and secondly, Lord Eldon (grandson 
of the Lord Chancellor) nobly presented t4000 for the 
purpose, Æ2000 being raised by a miscellaneous sub- 
scription. 
Aug. 20. Dr. Cramer was appointed Regius Professor of 
l\Iodern History in Dr. Arnold's place, relinquishing the 
Public Oratorship 
\.hich he had held for thirteen years. 
In both offices he had to succeed "ery distinguished pre- 
decessors. 
Dec. I. .J.\ legacy" as announced of LtIO,OOO by Dean 
Ireland (already a benefactor to the University as the founder 
of the Ireland Scholarships) for a Professorship of the Exe- 
gesis of Holy Scripture, soon filled by Dr. Hawkins. 


A. D. I 8.
3. 
[B.A. 
82. 
1.A. 167. Hon. D.C.L. at Commemoration, 2.] 
February. A Cambridge paper asserted that' at the pre- 
sent day there exists, above the modern plaster ceiling in 
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New ColIcgc Hall, the original carved oak roof, with the 
exception of thc ends of the pendants.' This, howc,.cr, is 
not correct to any extent. It is gratifying to learn (in 186 I) 
that thc College seriously intends to restore thc rafter-roof; 
the plans and drawings are made, and a still1ulus has been 
givcn by the offer of .tIeee for the purpose from the Junior 
Conllllon ROOllll. 
The early part of 18.j.3 was marked by a great deal of 
hitter controversy, mostly in anonymous circulars or in the 
papers. One of the chief subjects of discussion was the 
doclnih of Reserve (sometilnes called Ecúnomia and Phe- 
naci
nl) in the treatment of religious questions. It was con- 
solatory, amidst all this agitation, to see sober-minded men 
pursue thcir e\'cn course as good and consistent members 
of thc Church of England, and the great Church Societies 
doing their steady work and bearing their real testimony to 
the vital energy of our Church. 
The question of raising a subscription for putting painted 
windows into S1. :\Iary's Church was much discussed at this 
tinle, and even subjects proposed, but without any results. 
If it had been done, what havoc would have follo".ed from 
the gas explosion in I 86e! unless, indeed, the greater thick- 
ness of painted glass would have protected them, as it seenlS 
to have protected one of the Bartley memorial windows. 
A pril 15. The 'assessment of the Colleges to the poor- 
rates' now began to be tried for, beginning with Exeter and 
Jesus Colleges.-a claim which the University, a dozen years 
afterwJ.rds: gencrously admittcd and has since acted up to, 
to the grcat relief of the 'ingratæ urbis.' The University 
pcl}"S one Ihz"rd of each rate. 
The Oxford Architectural Society WJ.S now beginning to 


1 This restoration has since been admirably cITcctcJ. 
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rbe into in1portance and increasing interest, bidding fair 
to rival the Ashn10lean Society. 
In l\Iay, Dr. Faussett called upon the Yïce-Chancellor, 
.requiring him to demand a copy of Dr. Pusey's University 
sermon, preached :\1ay 14, 1843, at Christ Church. The \Tice- 
Chancellor, Dr. \Yynter, being thus statutably called upon, 
appointed a Board of D.D.'s to exalnine the sennon; and 
this ended in Dr. Pusey's suspension froQ1 preaching before 
the University for two years. The principal charge against 
the sennon was said to be that Dr. Pusey therein - taught 
the Real Corporeal Presence of Christ in the elen1ents on 
consecration. Dr. Pusey of course protested against the 
sG,ntence of two rears' suspension, but gained nothing by 
his protest, or by his demand to be heard on 'definite 
propqsitions.' \Vithout pretending to decide on such high 
}Joints of doctrine, one cannot but assent to a ren1ark 
made at the time, l that Dr. Pusey was now made to wear 
the cap which in 1836 he had fitted on Dr. Hampden's 
head.' ., Quàtn ten1erè in nOS111ct legem sancimus iniquam; 
cædimus inque "icen1 præbemus crura flagellis.' Dr. Pusey 
of course complained that he was not heard, not present
. 
but surely he was present in his sermon, and that had 
heen heard. 
l\Ir. l\Iorris, of Exeter College, preached at St. l\Iary's in 
\Vhitsun-week a Inuch more objectionable sermon; but, 
being an obscure person (thoup n a copy of his sermon was 
demanded by the Vice-Chancellor), he "as left unmolested, 
to follow his obvious tendency to the Church of Rome, 
which he soon actually joined. In his College-rooms, 
during Lent, he was said to have carried mortification to 
an extreme, limiting his nourishment to a diet of split peas 
and warm water I 
June 26 At the 'Commemoration' of this year, the Junior 
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})roctor, who had made himself extremely unpopular, was 
paid off by the Undergraduates with incessant and violent 
marks of disapprobation. If' laudatur ab his' be indeed 
a proof of official merit, never did officer obtain so decided 
a laudatzo. The expression of dislike, however, was carried 
to a disgraceful extreme, in manner and duration. After 
one burst of applause for the Vice-Chancellor, Dr. 'Vynter, 
one continued storm of yeUing and hissing was kept up 
by the rioters. The IIonorary Degrees (luckily only two) 
were conferred in dumb-show. The Creweian Oration by 
the Professor of Poetry, l\Ir. Garbett, was read, but not a 
word of it was heard. Tired out and disgusted (as was 
everyone else not in 'the J'dlz"llg-gallery') the Vice-Chan- 
cellor dissolved the Convocation,-the Prize Compositions 
being left unrecited! This Convocation was also marked 
by another occurrence :-One of the two persons proposed 
for the IIonorary Degree was 1\1r. Everett, the American 
l\Iinister, who, it seems, had been an Unitarian preacher. 
Some over-scrupulous l\1asters of Arts 1 endeavoured to giye 
1 The amu
ing author of' Eothen' (in a note, p. 188) gives this whim- 

ical account of M T. Everett's visit to Oxford: 'An enterprising American 
traveller, :\lr. Everett, lately conceived the bold project of penetrating 
to the University of Oxford, and this, notwithstanding that he had been 
in his infancy (they begin very young, those Americans) an Unitarian 
preacher. Having a notion, it seems, that the Ambassadorial character 
would protect him from insult, he adopted the stratagem of procuring 
credentials flom his Government as l\linister rlenipotentiary at the court 
of her HI itannic Majesty; he also wore the e-..:act costume of a Trini- 
tarian, but all his contrivances were vain; O
.ford disdained and rejectcd 
him (not because he represented a swindling community, but) because 
that his infantine sermons were strictly remembered against him: the 
enterpdse failed.'-N.B. The "it or humour of this extract is not very 
apparent, nor is the principal statement, · Oxford rejected him,' correct; 
· swindling' should have been · repudiating' (whatever that means in 
.America); and as to the terms' infancy' and' infantine,' they are simply 
absurd. 
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a Non - Placet and den1and a scrutiny, forgetting (I) the 
probability of exciting angry feelings in the mind of our 
, Brother Jonathan' by this treatn1ent of their ambassador; 
and (2) that an Ilollora!J' Degree requires no subscription 
to Articles, and has been conferred on all sorts of distin- 
guished- persons without hesitation or enquiry. Luckily the 
. 
young n1en's noise rendered the Non - Placets inaudible to 
the '
ice-Challcellor (I say' luckily,' for how could a scru- 
tiny have been taken in such a crowd and in such a tun1ult ?). 
l\Ir. E\"erett was introduced and, being admitted in dumb 
show, took his seat among the Doctors. A small number 
of :\Iasters of ...\rts afterwards protested, but of course to 
no purposc, except to extort a declaration from the \ïce- 
Chancellor ' that neither he nor anyone near him was made 
aware that a scrutiny had been demanded,' till the candidates 
were brought in for presenlalz"on, when it was obviously too 
late, 'Placetne vobis. having already been pul. 
This J unc was marked by a sad event, the death by 
drowning of Dean Gai
ford's third son and Dr. PhilIinlore's 
youngest son, while bathing at Sandford Lasher Pool. 
Gaisford sank fron1 exhaustion, fright, or cramp, in the 
rough water of the Lasher, and Phillinlore went down while 
gallantly striving to assist his friend. Two monumental 
tablets were placed in Christ Church Cathedral, with an 
inscription by Dr. Caisford on that of his son. There was 
also erected a men10rial of them on the spot where they 
were drowned. 
At the Henlc)' Regatta, this June, the Oxford and Cam- 
bridge eight-o..lred boats being about to start, one of the 
Oxford crew was taken ill. The Cambridge men would 
not allow a substitute ;-so 'the plucky seven' started, with 
all the odds against them, with four rowers on one side and 
three on the other (' Ik,: 1;ozfJ-oar being 'l'acalll'). To attempt 
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the thing was audacious, to succeed in it (as the Oxonians 
did) was unprecedented in the annals of boating,- but 
'possunt quia posse videntur.' 
The l'Iargaret Professorship is subject to the absurd form 
of re-election e\'err second year; this year, 1843, there was 
a strong apprehension that a muster of hostile Bachelor
 
and Doctors of Divinity (who are the electors) would attempt 
to negative DJ. Fau.'ìsdl's re-election. So strong a lneeting, 
however: of his D.D. and B.D. fricnds and supporters at- 
tended, that the expected attelllpt was not nlaùe. Alas! poor 
divided Oxford 1 ! 
In July, the Vice-Chancellor declined to receive an Ad- 
dress (deprecating the proceedings as to Dr. Pusey's sermon), 
signed by more than 200 l\Iembers of Convocation. 
In September, ì\Ir. 1\e\\'ll1an rcsigned the Vicarage of 
S1. :\Iary's and, with it, Littlcnlore Chapelrr. lIis published 
scrn10ns wcre not only unobjectionable, but excellent; his 
prh'ate teaching had long been distrusted, and pains had 
been taken at some Colleges to prevent Undergraduates from 
attending his Services, by n1aking, the College Chapel hour 
coincide with his Sunday Afternoon Service at S1. l\Iary's. lIe 
\\ as obviously preparing for a farther flight Romewarcls. 
l\Ir. Garbett (in October) lnade a good remark in a pub- 
lishcd letter,-' that Romanism (spontaneous Romanism he 
calls it) would naturally arise from studying Scripture through 
the Fathers, instead of studying the Fathers by the light of 
Scripture.' 
Nov. One of the earliest 'perverts' was .Jlr. Seager, of 
\Vorcester College. It was said that he went to Oscott 
, for a literary enquiry;' that, after dinner, controversy \vas 
started by Dr. \Viseman, and was kept up till four o'clock 


1 Since 1858 the election is for life. 
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next morning, when 1\lr. Seager' cried for quar/er!' Can 
"e wonder that he, who thu
 rushed into the snare, should 
not have escaped? The account further added, that 'at 
8 a. m. of the saIne morning he was baptized!' That act 
of baptizing conyerts fron1 our Church is justly consiòcred 
the most arrogant of aJl Romish proceedings; as ignoring 
our Church, our ministers, their ordcrs and ministrations 
altogether. Only concei\"e such n1en as Newman, l\Ianning, 
Oakeley, Fahel,", &c., thus renouncing, or rather denouncing, 
the Church of. their fathers, and condemning, as 110/ Christian, 
their own previous ministrations 1 ! 
'Yhilc Oxford and the Church were thus kept Ùl hot 71'aler 
hy the Romanising T ractarians, Ireland was 'agitated' by 
O'Connell, and 'Yales by what were ridiculously caUed the 
'Rtbecca' riots! The anxious state of things in Ireland may 
he understood from the fact that at this time 34
OOO troops 
were kept there by Government! 


J This act of re-baptizing is said indeed to be performed 'sub con- 
ditione.' but the insult and the humiliation are just the same. 


-




 



C HAP T E R X V I I I. 


I Conamur tenues grandia:-Horace. 


Proceedings as to ilI Y. lJI aC1Jlullell. 


IN 
ray, 1843, l\Ir. l\Iacmullen, Fellow of Corpus, com- 
menced an action in the Vice-Chancellor's Court against 
Dr. Hampden, Regius Professor of Divinity, for damages 
-caused by his not being allo\ved (as required by the College 
statutes) to proceed to the Degree of B. D., or rather for 
not having been allowed by Dr. Hampden to argue on 
subjects of his OW!} choice, as an Exercise for that Degree, 
in- the Divinity School. The fact was, that Dr. Hampden, 
knowing, as everyone did, ::\Iacmulien's Romish tendencies, 
required him to dispute on certain searching questions, and 
that he refused to accept them. By-the-bye,' dÙþule' wa3 
not the proper term; it was rather a 'dissertation,' to be 
approved or disapproved by the Professor. 
June 21. The case of 
racmullen v. Hampden was heard 
in the Vice-Chancellor's Court. The importance of the 
proceeding ,vas at once shown by the introduction of regular 
'Counsel' on both sides; a thing of rare occurrence, ordi- 
nary cases being conducted by the Proctors of the Court. 
Dr. Twiss appeared for the defcndant (Dr. Hampden), and 
::\Ir. Ilope, of the Chancery Bar (himself subsequently a 
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, pervert ') for !\Iacmullen. After a long, dry argument on 
both sides (the advocates sticking to the points of law, and 
cautiously avoiding all theological questions), the Assessor 
(of course) took time to consider the matter. 
Near the end of Act Term notice was given that (as was 
allowed by the statutes) the cause l\Iacmullen v. IIampden 
was transferred, by appèal, from the Vice-Chancellor's Court 
to the' Delegates of _\ppeal in Congregation.' 
In the following Term, November 29, Counsel were heard 
on the case before the Delegates of Appeal, sitting in the 
usual Court in the ApodyteriuIn. After much talking and 
lengthened addresses (,,-hich actually lasted from 10 a.m. 
till 7 p.m.), the Court dcferred its dccision, taking more tinle 
to consider the arguments, &c. ! 
Jan. 4,1844. 'Ihe judgnlent of the Assessor, which had 
allo" ed the lz"bel (on which l\Iacmullen brought his charge 
against I--IaInpde
) to be good in law, was re"\'ersed by 'the 
Delegates of Appeal in Congregation.' The libel therefore, 
or charge, was dismissed. 'Solvuntur tabulæ!' But more 
work seemed to be cut out for the lawy.ers, in the shape of 
a further Appeal from the Delegates of Congregation to the 
Delegates of Convocation. This, however, was not followed 
up by the plaintiff, no difference of opinion being there to 
be expected. So l\Ir. l\Iacmullen, who had brought the 
action for !hl' recoz'ery of jiz'e þounds (the ground of the 
action, as what he would have received extra from Corpus, 
if he had been allowed to graduate as B.D.), had multiplicd 
his loss by expenses of many tÏ1ncs that sum. It was be- 
lieved, however, that his party did not leave hiIn alone to pay 
his Counsel! while Dr. Hampden had to bear his expenses 
unaided. 
April 18. 1\IacmuUen, having failed in his lawsuit against 
Dr. IIampden, subInit
ed to resume his Exercises for the 
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n.D. Degree, but one of his two Dissertations was rejected 
by the Professor, on the thesis, 'The Church of England 
does not teach, nor can it be .proved from Scripture, that 
any change takes place in the elements at Consecration. 7 
Notwithstanding this rejection of his Exercise, l\Ir.1\Iacmullen 
actually'suþpIÙ:aled' in Congregation for admission to the 
Degree of B.D., but on Dr. I-Iampden's informing the ''''ice- 
Chancellor and Proctors 'that the Exercise had not been 
duly performed,' the ' Grace of the House' was not conceded 
(' hæc gratia non est concessa '). 
l\Iay 2{. The same attempt having been repeated by 
::\Iacmullen, his 'Grace' was explicitly and finally refused, 
'/ltgata est,' in Congregation. About the same time, Dr. 
I-Iampden, as Regius Professor of Di\"inity, was enjoined by 
the IIebdomadal Board to return to the forn1 of 'Disputa- 
tions' required by the letter of the statutes, as an Exercise 
for the B.D. Degree. This, of course, was hailed as at least 
a minor triuß1ph by the rrractarian party, forgetting that this 
nlode had been actually offered to :\1acnlullen, instead" of 
the 'Dissertations' which had been introduced by Dr. Lloyd, 
and continued by Dr. Burton. 
June j. l\Ir. l\Iacmullen, having been allowed to do the 
required Exercises on a non-searching question (, an doctrina. 
ROlnanensium de Purgatorio Sacræ Scripturæ contradicat ?') 
at length took the Degree of B. D. He soon after this 
joined a strong party of his own way of thinking, in one 
of the churches at Leeds. ',,"hat that 'way of thinking 7 
meant, was at length fully shown; for, on the 9th of January, 
I 8{ 7, 'the troublesome 1\1r. i\1acmullen' (as the Öxford papers 
called him) was receivcd into the ROlnan Catholic Church.- 
And there we may leave hiln, if not to do penance, at least 
to repent at leisure. and to feci (as other deserters like him- 
self Blust have felt) how unilnportant he had at once beCOllle. 
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But it is right to notice that this proceeding at Leeds, with 
other like things then and there going on, was said to have 
opened the eyes of Dr. Ilook, who in the rccent academic 
struggles had sided with the Tractarians. lIe was said to 
have acknowledgeJ (in a letter to an Oxford dignitary) , th
 
pain with which he now thought of the part hc had taken 
against the Ileads of'Houses' -' he no longer talked of 
" usurped authority," but from being a protester (against that 
authority) had become a protestant.' In his own language 
(as it was reported), 'he found that he had got a hornet's 
nest close to his garden gate.' 


General c Recollectio1ls' res1t1Jzed. 


.
. D. 1844. 


[B.A. 289. 
1.A. '213. Hon. D.C.L. 13.] 
Jan. I (1844). The question of a 'public cemetery'- 
that is, a burying-plac
 open to all persons, of all crecds, or 
even of no creed-was discussed at a general meeting; 
when eight of the parochial clergy, who wished 'for the 
Church to bury its own dead,' left the roon1, on finding 
that their views and wishes were not favourably received by 
the lueeting, who were for a general cemetery. For effecting 
this, ho\\ever, nothing was done then or since; whcreas 
the Church z,zew soon began t:> show its truth and reality, 
by the successful efforts made for the acquirenlcnt and 
arrangement of the three parochial burial-places. These 
were soon consecrated, with their respective chapels, &c. ;- 
but where is the 'celuetery?' There is sonlething verr 
pleasing and charitable in the idea, that 'all who call 
themselves Christians' should have one common ICOI.p.T}Tr;pI.OV, 
their dormitorium or resting-place, where they should lie 
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down togethcr, at peace in death, though separated in their 
lifetime, and awaiting their common resurrection; but in 
the working it Ou/ (as to officiating ministers, the rites and 
forms to be used, &c., &c.) difficulties and collisions would 
necessarily arise. At \Veymouth there is a large cemetery, 
one portion of which (nearly the half) was set apart for 
Dissenters. Some feelings of annoyance may have been 
spared by this; but the comparison of the tonlbs, inscrip- 
tions, &c., is vast! y in favour of the Church's dead, or rather 
the Churchman's honour for the dead. In Oxford the 
purchase of the burial-grounds by a subscription was soon 
effected,-indeed the site for one of them (Holy Cross) was 
gt"vell by l\Ierton College ;-tþey were to be ' for all persons, 
on the same footing as churchyards had been,' and ' for the 
use respectively of the adjoining parishes' to 
rhich they were 
allotted. 
In February, a musical mallia broke out and spread 
widely in Oxford, though it was not confined to Oxford. 
,JIr. .fIulltlh's srstenl of vocalisation was supposed, after a 
few lessons, to make singers of all, both young and old! 
This 'hulla-baloo' first exhibited itself in ::\Ierton College 
hall, where there were at least seventy persons asscnlbled, 
undcr the teaching of a :\Ir. :\Iay, l\Ir. Hullah's deputy. It 
was rather 
musing to see l\Iasters of Arts of long standing, 
who had never before shown either ear or voice, joining the 
class with their practice-books. It did not last long. 
Early in this spring, with a view to raise Ùle theological 
standard in Qxford, ' a voluntary ex::unination' in Theology 
\\ as institutcd, with a great staff of Exmniners i-but it did 
not work well. The annual noticcs and appointmcnts have 
ever since taken place, with some slight alterations by war of 
attraction, but still it has excited no attention, and produced 
no fruit; none at lc..lst which the public cyer heard of. 
z 
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1\1ay 2. Some proposed alterations in Exercises for De- 
grees both in Law and Divinity were rejected in Convocation 
by very large majorities. 
l\Ia y 12. l\Ir. Garbett of Brasenose preached a scrn10n 
at St. l\lary's, in which a busy member of Convocation 
(l\Ir. I
nollis of l\Iagda en) thought he detected something 
heretical, and (as was reported) laid a charge before the 
Vice-Chancellor (Dr. 'Vynter); he however, having had 
enough of such enquiries, dismissed the delator with the 
remark, 'that he had observed nothing objectionable in 
the scrn10n,' unless (he might have added) it were its great 
length. 
June 6. A plan proposed for the Taylor Institution was 
rejected; that for the Randolph Gallery was adopted. By- 
the-bye, the name of Randolph (somewhat ungratcfully) seems 
likely to be lost in the title of 'The University Galleries.' 
It was hoped that the naked walls would soon be covered 
with pictures presented to the University; but Dr. Penrose's 
bequest of four or five valuable paintings has had as yet but 
few itnitators. It will probably bc a long time before Oxford 
can boast of a School of Art 1. 
The branch railroad from Oxford to Didcot, so long in 
coming, camc at last to a conclusion, or rather (quoad 11OS) 
a beginning; it was opened to the public on the 12th of 
June. 
June 19. At the ' Encænia ' (or Comn1emoration) of this 
year, the Undergraduates were admitted to the Theatre by 
tickets; what good that did, except to exclude any impudent 
1101l-acadfmÙ: from gaining adn1ission by putting on a gown, 
did not appear. At all events, either from the sense of 
shame for the 'preceding years' gross n1isconduct, or from 
1 A practical School of Art has since been opened, but not in the 
higher sense of the term above intended. 
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the recollection of the serious consequences to one or two 
notorious rioters, or from the fact of there being no un- 
popular Proctor, their conduct was orderly and gentlemanly. 
\Vhy should it ever be otherwise? 
Aug. 25. Oxford was enlivened in Long \Tacation by a 
visit of its Chancellor, , the Creat Duke,' with Prince \Villiam 
of Prussia, who, as a youth, had been made IIonorary D.C.L. 
thirty years before, i. e. on the Royal visit of 1814. The 
scene ßIUSt have reviyed in him Inany striking re111iniscences 
of his father, of the Emperor Alexander, of Blucher, and a 
host of notables. The day was spent in liolllSÙlg Oxford. 
The Prince. returned to Prussia, eventually (after the in- 
capacity of his brother) to become Regent, and on his 
brother's death, in 1860, K.ing of Prussia, and father-in-law 
to our Princess Royal. 
Sept. 25.' The alarm was thus early sounded (as to the 
threatened opposition to Dr. Sj'1JlOl1S' nomination to the office 
of Vice - Chancellor) by a Notice issued by the \Yadham 
Tutors, , to \Yadham ll1en and others,' to be ready to sup- 
port him on the 8th of October against this bit of spite 
on the part of the Tractarians, or (as in this case they 
must be called) Puseyites. They had never forgiven him 
for acting as one of the D.D.'s who sat in judgment on 
Dr. Pusey's sermon. 
Oct. 8. 1'he expected drama was carried into action,- 
and a wretched appearance was made by the party, headed 
by :\1r. \Vard of Balliol (himself so soon to be voted against 
in the same Theatre !). These' përturbatores pacis' nlUS
 
tered only 183 votes against 883 supporters of Dr. SYInons, 
leaving the unprecedented nlajority of 70o! As a doubt 
was raised whether Convocation really could negative, or 
even vote upon the Chancellor's nonlination, the retiring 
Vice-Chancellor, Dr. \Yynter, granted the scrutinr under 
z 2 
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protest \ or, as he expressed it, C salvâ auctoritate et potestate 
Cancellarii.' Never did a party make a more wretched ap- 
pearance (in the Theatre, where the Convocation was held) 
than did the minority on that occasion, C pedibus eundo 
ad sinistram,' when facing the large majority' ad dextram 
"'lce-Cancellarii.' 
It was reported, about this time, that the distinguished 
(Quaker) philosopher, 'Dr. Dalton,' was intending to be- 
queath .;t2000 to enlarge the resources of the Oxford Pro- 
fessor of Chemistry Subsequent reports informed us that 
Dalton, though always proud of his Oxford Degree, never- 
theless so far changed his n1ind as to leave merely ÆIOO to 
Dr. Daubeny for that purpose. 


::\IR. 'YARD A
D IllS BOOl{
. A.D. 1844-5. 


01 ðÈ, Ka
 åXIIVP.EJloí 1Tfp, È1T' aVTép 
l)v 'YÉ
a(J(JaJl. 
Hom. Iliad II. '270. 
It \\"as ,"cry sad to witness, at this period, the unaccount- 
able inconsistencies of good men on the brink of passing 
over to Ron1e, yet (like so many swallo".s, hovering about 
the roofs and towers of our churches, in preparation for their 
flight) still lingering in what they considered as 'a body that 
contained in it no outward marks of Catholicity.' Such was 
the position of l\Iessrs. Newman, Oakeley, and others, at the 
time when l\Ir. \Yard's 'trial,' or rather that of his. book, 
, The Ideal of a Christian Church,' was fast approaching. 


1 The event of this discussion showed that this caution was wisely 
taken; for Chancellor 'Yellington was not a man to be t1Ífled with; 
and since then the nomination has been merely communicated and 
commended to favourable acceptance, but not submitted to the vote of 
Convocation. The Earl of Leicester, Chancellor of O},.ford in 15 6 9, 
took upon himself (says 'Vood) the right of naming his Commissary 
(or Yice-Chancellor) without asking the consent of Convocation. 
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Nov. JO, 1844. l\Ir. 'Yard was called before the Vice- 
Chancellor and asked, "Vhether he disavowed the author- 
ship of the above work, or the sentiments contained in 
certain parts of it?' But he begged to decline giving an 
answer till he was informed what farther proceedings were 
intended. 
The details of his 'trial' may properly be preceded by 
a few passages from his and other persons' pamphlets on 
the occasion. 
An article of a powerful, argulnentative character on his 
book, 'The Ideal,' &c., had appeared in the Quarterly 
Review. 
I. l\Ir. 'Vard in a' Reply' thereto, says, 'I concede that 
thcre are some of our formularies which I subscribe in 
"a 1zoll-natural sense;'" adding that' he considers that all, 
who subscribe our formularics, subscribe sevcral of them in 
a non-natural sense.' 
At p. 36 of his Reply he speaks of ' those who, like Iny- 
self, adopt the ulhole t;}'cle of Roman doclrÙze /' 
At p. 54 he speaks contemptuously of our Articles and 
formularies; as 'containing what certain bishops, three 
centuries ago, considered at the moment to be derivable from 
Scripture and antiquity.' "Yhat would be said,' he asks, 
, if a Colonial bishop were to draw up a set of Articles and 
ordain no one except on condition of subscribing them? 
And wherein would this differ from what took place at the 
Reformation?' In the first place, the Reformers did not 
draw up our Articles, &c. hastily or, 'at the moment.' In 
tbe next, their appeal to Scripture and antiquity led thenl 
to the real truths of Christianity, which Popery had departed 
from. 
It may be true (as l\Ir. 'Vard asserted) that the Church 
of Rome imposes no tests (ex. gr. no Thirty-nine ...\rticIes) 
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on its clergy, but does it not bind them hand and foot to 
the decrees of the Council of Trent, &c.? 
2. Dr. Tait, in ' A Letter to the Vice-Chancellor,' renlarked 
that 'It is but a few years since Dr. Pusey called for the 
revival of the old power of "Six Doctors," that he might 
overwhelm Dr. IIanlpden by the weight of their authority; 
and he is hinlself even now reeling under the blow \\ hich 
they have since dealt against him.' 
3. A pamphlet by l\Ir. Norman gave a full statement of 
the charge against 1\lr. \Vard and the Propositions to be 
Inade against hiIn in Convocation. This pamphlet also gave 
the opposite opinions of Counsel as to the power of Convo-. 
cation ;-but ended by allowing it. 
4. ::\Ir. Hull (in his pamphlet) said, 'The vote or þrzvi- 
legÙ/JIl (i. e. private or special law) against Dr. Hampden was 
passed in 1836. In 1842 the Board endeavoured to repeal 
it, but the Ila!z"all Band was able to carry off the victory. 
It had first betrayed the Board to folly (i. e. to persecute 
Hanlpden) and then held them to it in their own despite.' 
, Justice \\ as outraged by the statute against Hanlpden, and 
Nenlesis is probably at work for l\Ir. \Vard's conling trial.' 
5. 
lr. K.eble very warmly interceded for 1\lr. \Vard in a 
short pamphlet, in which he strongly urged' the injustice of 
charging with a breach of good faith so honest and straight- 
forward a person.' All through his pamphlet, however, he 
kept out of sight the palpable foundation for the charge of 
bad jazïh, viz. the fact 'that l\Ir. \Vard would still willingly 
continue a member of the University on the strength of his 
subscription nlade when he was (what he no longer con- 
tinued to be) a faithful son of the Church of England.' 
6. Dr. l\loberly published a panlphlet, in which, being 
blinded by friendship, 'he could not admit the idea of 
"bad faith," because he knows l\Ir. \V ard,' -and this when 
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1\1r. \Vard, while boasting of his belief in every article of 
Pf1þef)', would fain be a membcr of a Protestant University! 
Dr. :\Ioberly seemcù to forget that the 'Declaration' did 
not 'itnpute bad faith to :\Ir. \Vard at the tÙne of taking 
hiS Degrees, but to his wish ajllr RomollÙÙzg to enjoy 
an l\I.A.'s privileges in virtue of his former subscription, 
Dr. 
Ioberly concluded with an unlucky but unintended pun, 
he hoped' to have contributed to ward off danger from the 
University.' 
7. :\Ir. 
Iaurice in his panlphlet asserted (what no one 
else ever heard of) that first of all a Council of Doctors was 
appointed to sit in judgment on \Yard's book; coollyobserv- 
ing, that' he himself would rather be tried by such a court 
than by a miscellaneous mob of ge1ltlemen from London clubs 
and country parsonages,' -i. e. Convocation! 1\lr. l\Iaurice, 
like l\Ir. Keble, condemned the 'iVew Test,' as it was ,veIl 
called, and which was eventually withdrawn. 
8. :\Ir. Garbett in a lengthy pamphlet (which was really a 
powerful defence of our Church and its Articles) 'rem acu 
tetigit' in a single sentence: 'In what it proposes to do to 
1\1r. 'Yard the University only proposes to withdraw those 
privileges, which were granted on an express engagenlent 
which he has broken.' 
In explanation of the term' The Nezv Test,' used just above, 
it must be added, that it was at first intended to subjoin 
to the charges against 
rr. 'Yard this wordy Declaration: 
, N cnlini posthac qui coram \Tice-Cancellario, utpote 11linus 
recte de Doctrina vel de DiscipliI?-a Ecclesiæ Anglicanæ 
sent
ens, COlZïJOIÙltur 1, Articulis subscribere fas sit, nisi prius 
Declarationi subscripserit sub hac forma: Ego, Articulis 
fidei et Religionis subscripturus, profiteor hìc 4\rticulis istis 
omnibus et singulis eo sensu tne esse subscripturum, in quo 
1 Com'cr iatur-be C01lvelled or summoned. 
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eos ex animo credo et prin1itus editos esse et nunc mihi ab 
Uni,'ersitate propositos, tanquan1 opinionum Inearum certun1 
ac indubitatun1 signum.' 
This, as being virtually a New Test (and one liable to 
change with the animus of the in1ponents), was so strongly 
and gencrally disapproved, as soon as it appeared, that it 
. 
was wisely withdrawn, leaving the personal question, re- 
garding 1\lr. \Yard and his book, to be voted upon on its 
own Incrits. But as if to make up for this withdrawal, a 
'Tote of censure and conden1nation on No. 90 of Tracts 
for the Times, was appended (rather hastily and injudi- 
ciou
ly) to the yotes concerning' The Ideal' of 1\lr. \Yard. 
This proposal was not approved of by the then Proctors 
(Guilleman.l of Trinity, and Church of Oriel), and, as they 
gave notice that they intended to exercise their joÙzl veto upon 
it, attcntion was concentrated on the original propositions 
affecting l\Ir. \Yard. 
On the 13th of February, the area of the l'heatre (where 
the Convocation was held) was crowded with l\lasters,-no 
one but voters being adlnitted. After the selected passages 
from his book had been read by the Registrar, l\Ir. \Yard 
was allowed to read, from the rostrum, a lengthened defence 
in English. He did not appear at all distressed or excited 
by his position, but, in his usual, cool manner, took it quile 
eas.;'. Aftcr a considerable time (either fron1 being tired or, 
as was wickedly said, to read a letter from his sweetheart, 
brought to hÍ1n by a friend) he begged for a short respite. 
The interval allowed by the .Vice-Chancellor having expired, 
he resumed his defence and was listened to very patiently, 
though it was in most parts very dull. 
\Yhen he had finished, Dr. Grant of New College pro- 
posed an amendment, which would have softened the censure 
,'err n1uch; but the 'Tice-Chancellor would not allow of an 
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cunendmcnt, as being quite an unpreccdented thing in Con- 
vocation. The two questions therefore were successively 
put to the vote :- 
Vote the first:- 


l\Iajority 


777 } 116 3 votes. 
3 86 
39 1 


For the condClnnation of the book 
Against it . 


Vote the second:- 
For l\Ir. 'Yard's Degradation . 
Agazizst it . 


5 6 9 } 1080 votes. 
5 11 


l\Iajority only 


58 


This was a great falling off in numbers; but it was felt to 
be one thing to stignlatise a work, quite another to degrade 
and di3franchise the man. 
On the third vote, i. e. for the condemnation of No. 90 
(which really had nothing to do with the trial of l\Ir. \Vard 
and his book), the Proctors (as above hinted), to the great 
disgust of the large assembly, threw their velvet sleeves over 
the precz"olls Tract; in other words, thcy exercised their joint 
Non-placet. 


· It seems no mattcr what a man believes, 
If he find shelter 'neath the Proctors' sleeves; 
"'hcn Proctors twain pronounce their potent Y eto, 
In vain eight hundrcd Masters cry .. Scrutinium peto.'" 


As might well be expected, . a storm of indignation from 
disappointed voters followed the Proctors' gagging
. but 
l\Ir. \Vard was cheered by the Undergraduates (on his way 
to Balliol) , as a plucky fillow.' Of course he protested and 
talked of furthcr legal proceedings; whilst his f
iend (and 
fellow-traveller on the way to Rome) l',.Ir. Oakcley cb.inled 
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'the right of holdÙlg, as distinct from teaching' (he being 
a clergyman, nlinistering in the Church of England), 'all 
Roman doctrzile,' and that, notwithstanding his subscription 
to the Thirty-nine Articles! 
This exercise of' the Proctors' veto' had been rarely, if 
ever, used, till it was introduced (in 1836) in the Hanlpden 
. 
controversy, when it was soon found (i. e. in the succeeding 
year) that two parties could phy that ganle, or (as the \Velsh 
giant said to Jack the Giant-killer), 'her can do that trick 
herself.' \Yith great efforts, and after a laborious corre- 
spondence, an Address, with the nalnes of 800 l\Iembers of 
Convocation, was got up and pre
ented to the Proctors, , to 
thank them for having protected No. 90.' A great nunlber 
certainly, and showing how widely the Tractarian influence 
had spread. But Oxford had at this very time more than 
3 000 ì\lembers of Con,'ocation on the books. 
To go on with the narrative. The above-men
ioned Ad- 
dress naturally produced a counter-requisition, as numerously 
signed, to beg the IIebdonladal Board to persevere in the 
condemnation of Tract 90. During all this University hub- 
bub, it was consolatory to find that the sun still continued 
to rise and set,-that l\IarshaIl's Concert was well attended, 
and that at least the citizens of Oxford enjoyed their l\Iayor's 
dinner; while those who sought other amusement found 
it in observing how complacently 'Counsel' had given (or 
rather sold) their 'opillz"oll' on both sides (pro and con.) as 
to the legality of the recent decision of Convocation; while 
Sydney Smith, tired of laughing at the follies of the world, 
finally took leave of it. .A.nd l\Ir. \Vard, as if to settle the 
question of his holding his )3alIiol Fellowship after his ' de- 
gradation,' found consolation in the society of a \, ife. In 
a long letter, written. in answer to comments Inade on his 
marriage, l\Ir. \Vard disclaims having ever professed to lead 
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a 'celibate life;' though he allows, or rather asserts it as 
'a truth, even of natural religion, that celibacy is a higher 
condition of life than marriage'l This was obviously the 
expression of a Romanising bias I. On the 24th of April 
1\1r. \Vard, who hall face for anything, actually presented 
himself (notwithstanding his recent., degradation') in a 
l\1aster's gown in the Convocation House, where he actually 
gave a Non-Placet, at the formal reading of an ordinary 
Chancellor's Letter, and demanded a scrutiny,-not know- 
ing or caring about the purport of the Letter (which was 
connected with an obscure individual's Degree), but wishing 
to assert his privilege, with a view probably to further legal 
proceedings. Of course no notice was taken of him or 
his motion; so having done this deed, he walked out 2_ 
not in a dignified nlanner, for to that, in his most paln1}" 
days, he had no pretensions. tIe actually began to take 
law proceedings, and in a month aftenvards a mandamus 
was granted, requiring the University of Oxford to defend 
the pl'oceedings of the 13th of February. This, however, 
was mere bravado, and ended in smoke. In the autumn 
of this rear (1845) he did' his own quÙ'llts Inake' by openly 
joining the Church of Rome. Even this he could not (10 
quietly, but printed a long, flippant, and (for so clever a 
man) weak' Justification' of himself, dated froln Rose-Hill 


1 I have seen, with surpl ise, the .same notion cxp
-essed ,'ery strongly 
in a hook of Family Devotions by an honoured Bishop. Our Church 
calls matrimony' holy;' where is celibacy so called? 
2 The authorities, thus insulted, were very lenient in not taking th
t 
opportunity of enforcing the ceremony detailed in the Statute' Dc degra. 
datione: according to which, after the Yice-Chancellor's ' se,'era oratio: 
'unus e bcdellis inferioribus singula gradus sui tejus?) insignia, primÙ 
pileum, mo:\. caputium, deinde capam, postremò togam detrahet, ac eum 
in moùum, cunctis insignibus Ac..1.demicis e:\.utUI11 et nudatum, e dorno 
ConvocatiO!lis fro!lIrba1;it: 
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(near Oxford), where for some time after his marriage he 
had made his bed of roses. But more than enough of the 
now 'n: JVard, Esq.!' Of course there followed a few 
, spent shots' both fro III him, dated from 51. l\Iary's College, 
Oscott (whither, it is to be presunled, he did not take 
l\Irs. \Yard), and also from others. But by this final step 
. 
(of joining R.ome) l\Ir. \Vard had lost all his importance, 
and I almost repent of haying revived his claim to attention 
by this long account of his trial; but my 'Recollections' 
would not be faithfully reported by a shorter notice 1 . 


1 If such was my feeling in closing the above Chapter of my first 
edition, how much more so must'it be in 1869: when, the Unh-ersity 
(not however as yet the Fellowships nor the vote in Con\ocation) 
ha\"ing been thrown open to all persons of all denominations, this ac- 
count of 1\lr. \Yard"s struggle and defeat may well seem unnecessarily 
full and elaborate. 
ly consolation mu
t be, that it may be considered 
historically important, 


-:
:
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C HAP T E R X I X. 


'From grave to gay, from lively to severe.' 


Rccollectiolls froJJt A.D. 1845 to ..\.D. 1850. 


A. D. 1845. 


[
I.A. Regents, 198. B.A. Determiners, 281. Hon. D.C.L. at Com- 
memoration, 3.] 


THE following sentence is a specimen of l\Ir. Newman's 
mode of suggesting loop-holes: 'The Christian both thinks 
and speaks the truth, except when consideration is neces- 
sary; and then, as a physician does for the good of his 
patient, he will be false, or (as the Sophists say) utter a 
falsehood !' 
In April, our respected representative, Sir R. Inglis, elo- 
quently and manfully vindicated our University fronl the 
charges of l\Ir. Christie, a Nonconfornlist l\I.P. The time 
was not yet come, when a sweeping Commission, promoted 
by Alma :\Iater's own sons, would (as the phrase is) ride 
rough-shod through all restrictions of Founders' wills, sta- 
tutes, and intentions. 
June 5. ::\lr. Oakeley, seeing how things were going 
against hinl in the .Arches Court, anticipated the sentence 
by resigning the nlinistry of l\Iargaret-street Chapel. The 
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sentence, however, was passed, and disqualified him from 
ministering in any church in the province of Canterbury. 
In September, a sern10n was advertised as having been 
'preached in Holy Island by 1\lr. I,"-nollis, Fellow and JUllz"or 
Deall of 1\Iagdalen College.' \Yhat the simple people of 
Holy Island (or Lindisfarnc) understood by that sounding 
title, no one can tell; evcn at Oxford it would hardly be 
used out of the walls of the particular College.- It was a 
good manæuvre when l\Ir. '1\10. Griff.' of l\Ierton caused 
the \'erger at \Yestminster .Abbey to give a stall-sitting to 
himself and his friend l\Ir. R. of Lincoln College, by an- 
nouncing him as ' The Dean of Lincolll l .' 
The Ecclesiastical Court having, about this date, de- 
cid
d that stolle, u1I1J/ovable altars were contrary to rubric, 
Dr. Pusey, to cómfort his followers, assured them, in a long 
letter, 'that there was no cause to grieve, since the Eucha- 
ristic Sacrifice, wheresoever and zohereonsoever it was offered, 
is still the same ;-that, in fact, the sacrifice constitutes the 
altar, whatever be the material or the name.' Of course, if 
this doctrine of the' Eucharistic sacrifice' be scriptural, that 


1 ':Mo. Griff.' was a well-known Oxford character, who, among other 
absurdities, dropped his real name :M oses, and called himself the 
'Rev. Edward Griffith,' by a sort of trans11logrijication. lIe was a 
decided misogynist, and would cross over or go out of his way to 
avoid meeting a party of ladies. H 
 was often heard to :::,ay that he 
thanked God every moming for two things: 1st, that he was born a 
man, not a woman; and 2ndly, that he had never committed marriage. 
He was not always civil to males: e. g. on a Sunday morning he was 
\\alking (as he was wont,-for he abominated University sermons), to 
attcnd the service of his friend Dr. Ashurst at South Hinksey. 'Good 
morning, Sir,' (said a young clergyman who overtook him) · we are 
both, ] presume, going to Hinksey Church, whither I am going to 
supply Dr. _\.'s place, he being unwell.' 'Sir,' (replied 1\10.) · I wish 
you good morning, I am going back to Oxford.' 
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would be quite correct; but is not such a notion both 
unscriptural and disparaging to our Lord's' onc [and once 
tffcll'd] full and 
ufficient sacrifice, satisfJ.ction, and atone- 
Jnent?' \Ye do not swear by Ambrose or Ignatius, though 
we reverence them. 
Oct. 8. It having been announced, in a printed circular, 
that the Chancellor's nomination of a Vice-Chancellor, with 
the new form 'Assensum Convocationis fOgO,' would be 
opposed, l\Tr. Eden of Oriel (who never wanted courage, 
though on this occasion he might fall short in discretion), 
cried out in Convocation' Assensus non datur-Non-Placet.' 
The \Tice-Chancellor, however (being satisfied by the' legal 
opinions' communicated to the Board by the Chancellor), 
took no notice of l\1r. Eden's Non-Placet. On this his 
second admission, however, to the office, as if to leave the 
question for further consideration, the words 'salvo jure 
Convocationis' were introduced. No subsequent question 
(as to the nomz1zali01z) has since taken place; nor has the 
'salvo jure' been repeated. 
.kbout this time, l\Ir. Dalgairns of Exeter College joined the 
Roman Church, and l\Ir. N eWlnan, followed by his an1iable 
pupil Christie, resigned his Fellowship of Oriel, previous to 
taking the same step. 0 Oriel! what a hot-bed of mingled 
talent, baneful and beneficent, has thy Con1mon-room been! 
Happily, as is generally and providentially the case, the poison 
and its antidote were produced near together. 
l\Ir. IIudson, commonly called (from his great success and 
influence in that line) , The King of Rails,' or ' The Railway 
K.ing,' entered his son, about this time, as. a Gentleman-Com- 
moner at Ch. Ch. It was a matter of course that the young 
man should be surnamed 'The Prince of Rails.' 
A letter, this SUlnmer, froll1 Dr. Pusey (in the 'English 
Churchman'), containcd so 111uch that was good and true 
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and consolatory as to the Church of England (with 'the token 
of God's presence in it in the persons of IIooker, Andrewes, 
Laud, Taylor, I
en, and Butler'), that but for an elaborate 
, Plan fir C01ifesslon, prescribed by him to a correspondent,' 
we might all join in the wish, '0 si sic omnia!' 
One wonders what kind and amount of penance the 
Roman Church must have imposed on l\Ir. Newman for 
haying, in his 'Lectures on Romanislll,' called it 'crafty, 
obstinate, wilful, cruel, unnatural;' or 'as resembling a de- 
moniac possessed with principles, &c. not her own;' and 
again, , till God vouchsafes to restore her, we must treat her 
as if. she were the evil one which govcrns her.' That her 
discipline with him was to be pretty strict and severe was 
shown by her requiring him to be baplz"zed (like all other 
C01n'erls) sub conditione on his admission. Father Domi- 
nick (a busy Roman-Catholic priest, at that time hovering 
about Oxford) might well say, , I was almost out of myself 
with joy when, at Littlen10re, l\Ir. r\ ewman entered the room 
and, thro\\ing hiIl1Self at my feet, asked my blessing, and 
begged me to hear his confession and receive him into the 
Church! ' By-the-bye, this Father Dominick was evidently 
a bit of a wag; witness the conclusion of his' Reflections on 
Lzïtlemore' in these words: '0 Englishmen, hear the voice 
of Littlemore! those walls 1 bear testimony that the Catholic 
is a IÜtle more than the Protestant Church, the soul is a hI/if 
more than the body, eternity a /illle more than the present 
time. Understand well this a lilile more and I am sure you 
will do a Iiltle more for your salvation 2.' 


1 The walls here referred to were not so much those of the church 
there built, as those of an extensive building. a guasi monastery thel e 
constructed, at considerable expense, out of Costar's stables. and in- 
cluding a Tractariall press, &c. It has since relapsed to secular uses. 
2 The Quarterly Review (.:\0. 232\ in a long and friendly Article on 
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November witnessed a good deal of angry biting and 
snarling between resident l\Iasters of Arts and clergynlen 
at Oxford, \\"ho seemed to find a relief and satisfaction in 
exhibiting their irritability and mutual distrust in the public 
papers; firing, as it were, paper pellets, because they could 
not well. shoot at one another in regular duel with loaded 
pistols. 
Dec. 4. In Convocation, what was called 
 The Convoca- 
tion Tax' (originally imposed in 1798 in aid of the Volunteer 
Corps, but ever since J 802 applied to other academic pur- 
poses) was at length abrogated and remitted. 


A.D. 1846. 
[B.A. 156. 
I.A. 224. No lIon. D.C.L. at Commemoration.] 
The clerical atmosphere of Oxford was still disturbed; 
l\Ir. Golightly endeavouring to stir up , the Board,' or rather 
the Vice-Chancellor, to can upon Dr. Pusey to sign the 
Thirty-nine Articles before he resunled his place in the Uni- 
versity pulpit on the 1st of February. 1'he Vice-Chancellor, 
Dr. Symons, for very good reasons, declined to require the 
subscription. 
One of the saddest instances of Roman perversion at this 
time was that of the amiable and talented F. 'V. Faber of 
"C"ni\"ersity. Not content with his own desertion, he, in a 
truly proselytising spirit, carried over with hinl several of 
his parishioners, particularly two boys, or lads of his school 
or choir, who had been especially entrusted to him by their 


Xewman's ' Apologia: notices the singular contrast between him in hi.... 
early days (in 1828) as a subscriber to the' Rccord' at iL
 first start, and 
the Newman received into Papal Communion at Littlemore, in 1845. by 
. a rcmarkable-Iooking man. e,iùently a foreigner. shabbily dressed in 
black.' 


Aa 
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father. He had the hardihood to say, in refcrence to this 
kÙlnojping (in a lengthy letter to the Editor of the ' English 
Churchman '), 'As a Catholic, I believe that these youths, 
being out if the Church, were, with their convictions, out of 
the pale of salvation.' 'Yell might the Editor rcply: 'IIad 
l\Ir. Faber been told hy his bishop five years ago that he 
would be guilty of such conduct towards the sons of a poor 
man,' -and (the Editor might have added) would justify his 
conduct by such a reason,-' he would have replied in the 
words of I-Iazael, " Is thy servant a dog, that he should do 
this thing?'" 
Feb. I. Dr. Pusey again preached before the University 
(after his two years' suspension), and to a crowded, anxious 
congregation. If, however, they, or any of them, expected 
anything of a personal or evcn controvcrsial character, they 
must have been greatly disappointed. He quietly took up 
the thread of his argument (which, like himself, had been 
so long sttspended) in some such words as these :-' 'Vhen 
Almighty God, for secret faults which he knew in me, 
allowed me to be deprived of nlY office as a prcacher,-1 
was endeavouring to mitigate the stcrn sentence attached 
to a Christian's sins, by pointing out the mercy of God; 
which met the penitent with means of salvation and the 
earnest of pardon,' &c. lIe then went on with his subject, 
as if nothing had happened to interrupt hin1, and preached 
a lun1Ïnous sermon (an hour and a half long), in which e\"en 
the most watchful critic could hardly have pitched upon 
anything that was not good and orthodox. Somcthing very 
like this is rccorded of Louis Ponce de Leon, a theological 
professor at Salamanca, who, in 157 2, w
s imprisoned (by 
the Inquisition) at \T alladolid, for having translated (not 
published, nor even printed) the Song of Solonlon into the 
vernacular. After languishing in prison five ycars, hc was 
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allowcd to rcturn to S2.lamanca and rcsume his Chair. Every 
one cxpected that at his first lecture he would entcr upon 
thc talc of his wrongs; hut hc gently raised his hand, looked 
earnestly round, and amidst the dcepest silcnce began:- 
, :\1 Y friends, as I rcmarked when we last met hcre,' &c.: 
and so continued the subjcct which had been so long and 
so cruelly intcrruptcd. 
::\Iarch. An carnest enquiry was set on foot, at the sug- 
gestion of a numbcr of zcalous and distinguished persuns 
(Charles ::\1arriott taking the lead), and a c01l1mittee made 
J. report as to building a College, <?f enlarging some existing 
College, for the express accommodation of students on a 
1/lfJre tcrm'wzleal plan of li\'ing. It was well intended, but 
being ill-timed, nothing camc of it. 
:\Iay. A certain College was said by the Oxford trades- 
n1cn ' to have set up thc grocery and confectionery business,' 
by the agency of two College servants. Some jealous tutors 
of other Colleges had sneeringly called it a trading College 
bcfore this, from the business-like n1anner in which it !urns 
fJif so great an an10unt of B.A.'s. nut does not the same 
character proportionably belong to all Colleges? 
T
is year (18-1-6) has left little to recollect and to record 
in connection with Oxford. Controversy had worn itself 
out; the firl ea vzCz, or railroad, notwithstanding the Bishop 
of Exeter's warning about speculating in shares, attracted 
even the clergy more than the 'lJzCl media. Instead of IIigh 
Church, Low Church, or Broad Church, they talked of high 
embankments, the broad gauge, and low dividends: BruneI 
<lnd Stephenson were in men's 1110uths instead of Dr. Pusey 
or ::\Ir. Golightly; :\Ir. I-Iudson was in the ascendant instead 
of ])r. Faussctt; and spcculative theology ga\'e way to specu- 
lations in railroad shares. 


_\ a 2 
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[B.A. 256. 
I.A" 224-. Hon. D.C.L. at Commemoration, 2.] 
Jan. 23. It was gratifying to read, in '.A. Letter to a Friend,' 
the following words, forced from the good ' J ohn I
eble' by 
reports of his' Romanlsing:'-' The truth is (and I thank 
God for it), that I feel daily, more and n10re, how impos- 
sible it would be for me, a/her to 1tllchurch the Church if 
England, or to assent, as a mailer of faÜh, to the Ron1an 
Catholic It'rlllS of COlllJlUlllÙJ11.' 
l\Iarch {. Regulations, &c. for the 'Taylor Institution' 
were voted in Convocation: Æ400 per annun1 for a Profes- 
sor of ::\Iodern European Languages; æ I 50 per annum for 
a Librarian (::\Ir.1\Iacray); ..tIOOO for the purchase of books, 
and .:t 100 111l1l111111}l for the san1e purpose. Dr. Trithen helù 
the Professorship six years, and was 
ucceeded in 1853 by 

Ir. .:\lax l\lüller. 
l\Iay 8. The recently appointed Bishop of Soùor and l\Ian, 
Dr. Shirley, was bornc to an early gra\"c. At New Collegc 
he was known as a steady, clcver, rcading n1an; he gained 
the prize for the English Essay in 1822, but did not reside 
after taking his first Degree. The Bampton Lectures for 
18-47, which he had been elected to preach, were cut short 
by his death, aftcr he had delivered two of then1. 
The .dshnzolean Society was at this date (indeed it had been 
for several years) in a very flourishing condition, chiefly 

wing to the scientific con1munications of Dr. Daubeny, 
Dr. Buckland, and l\Ir. Strickland. 
June 23. The British A
sociation, for the second tin1e, 
held its n1eeting in Oxford, Sir Robert Inglis being President. 
Science was well represented here in all its departments. 
If foreign nations sent us Struve, Le Verrier, and Bunsen, 
we had our Buckland, Daubeny, and ::\Ianuel Johnson. The 
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Radcliffe Library was opencd for the Evening 
reetings; the 
Colleges wcre more or less hospitable. Exeter and Christ 
Church each gave a large' sþread / but thc Star IIotel was 
the centre of action, at least in the way of refreshment, of 
social intercourse, and post-prandian oratory; the' Ordinary' 
at the Star IIotel alternated with the Extraordinary. The 
Prince of Canino (Lucien Bonaparte, whose motto, as op- 
posed to Napoleon, had been 'luceo, non uro') attended the 
meeting as a philosopher, and named a new species of bat 
(which he had discovered) 'Rheòycinus,' out of compliment 
to Oxforò, anciently called' Rhedycina.' 
On July 29, and four successive days, the University 
election for 1\L P. was in every sense HOTLY contested. 
l\Ir. Cardwell soon retired from the contest, 1ea\'ing it to be 
fought out between Gladstone and Round. On the first day 
of voting, by a bad arrangement, the crush and crowding 
(as the voters struggled, in the Convocation IIouse, through 
a sort of pen) were really dreadful. A bettcr arrangen1ent 
was made ncxt day, and the voting went on s\\"in1mingly. 
At the close of the poll:- 
Inglis, 'omne tulit punctum.' 
Gladstone 997 
Round 824 
An uncalled-for staten1ent was subsequently printed, show- 
ing the great majority of First-Class men w40 had voted 
for l\Ir. Gladstone; for what had the Class to do with their 
suffrage? \Vas it any proof that they were better able to 
judge of his merits than other voters of sound mind and ripe 
judgment? \Vas it ever stated, aftcr a City of Oxford elec- 
tion, that :\lr. - was supported by a majority of first-class 
grocers or tip-top mercers 1 ? 
1 Having (at this anù subsequent contested elections) voted for Glad- 
stone, as a sort of hero-worshipper, though not able to keep pace with his 
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October I. Poor Donald l\Iaclean, formerly of ßal1iol and 
for many years l\Iember for Oxford City, was not merely 
gazetted as a bankrupt, but outlawed. 
Nov. 8. Died an old Oxonian, the ...L\rchbishop of \T ork, 
aged 9 I. He had enjoyed good health to the last, and was 
a dignified, fine old mtln; his illncss was of a very short 
duration. His death was probably in son1e way connected 
with an accident which befell him a month before. A wooden 
bridge in the episcopal grounds gave way as he and his 
chaplain were passing it, and plunged them up to their necks 
in the water. ' \YelI, Dixon,' said the Archbishop, on being 
extricated, 'I think we have frightened the frogs!' The 
chaplain prudently retired to bed: the hardy A,rchbishop 
entertained a large dinner party the same day. 
IIis place was soon filled by the translation of Dr. l\Ius- 
grave from the See of IIereford, who was succeeded by 
Dr. Hampden, who, in his turn, was succeeded, as Regius 
Professor of Divinity, by Dr. Jacobson. 
Nov. 25. An extraordinary Convocation was held in the 
Sheldonian Theatre (which was filled at a short notice) in 
order to confer the Hon. Degree of D.C L. on the Rajah 
of Sarawak, 1\lr. (afterwards Sir James) Brooke. The young 
men, nay, all persons present, did full justice to him in the 


political changes,-I feel a comfort in learning from Sir J. T. Coleridge's 
Life of Keble, that he (K.) felt ..md acted in much the same \\ ay. 
. Even when. as sometimes happened, he might not have been prepared 
to follow :Mr. G. in \\hat he had said or done, he still thought that, 
where there wa
 no reason to doubt the honesty and singleness' of his 
intentions, it was unjust and Ull\\ ise in a priyate man to withdraw 
his support of a representative because hi
 judgment, probably more 
informed and guided by a better appreciation of difficulties. differed from 
his own.' P.S. in 18Ó9-Gladstone had not then hc.rrified his old sup- 
porters at Oxford by his Bill for disestablishing and disell(
o\\ ing the 
Church of Ireland. 



r8.H 


ODIUJI TIIEOLOCICUJI REDIVIVUil1. 


359 


way of loud applause, and Dr. Phillimore, on presenting him, 
gave in classical Latin a spirited description of 
Ir. Brooke's 
energctic and self-
;upported efforts. 
Dec. I. The 'odium theologicum,' which had for some 
time bcen dormant, broke out afresh against Dr. Hampden 
on his elevation to the Bishopric of Hereford. The Rev. 
Arthur Perceval particularly distinguished himself in that bad 
feeling, by asking even our CITY COUKCIL to petition her 
1\ Iajest} 's rc-consideration of the appointment. He received,' 
howe\'er, a good rap on the knuckles in the reply of the 
1\ I ayor, who told him 'that, in the first place, he did not 
think the City Council adapted to interfere in theological 
matters; and, in the next, that Dr. Hampden's manner of 
life and teaching in Oxford had gained the general respect 
and affection of the citizens.' This renewed attack on 
Dr. Han1pden was wen described as 'an old arrow barbed 
afresh; but with more venom in the shaft than vigour in 
the bow that aimed it.' The best answer to this attempt 
was the affectionate address to Dr. Hampden fron1 his 
parishioners at Ewelme, and its assertion that 'the great 
truths of Christianity had (for the ele\.cn years of his incum- 
bency) formed the ground-work of his teaching.' ,\" eigh 
that, and Dr. IIampden's truly Christian 'Letter to Lord 
John Russell' in vindication of himself, against the 'Re- 
monstrance' of thirteen Bishops; and justice and charity will 
surely be found on Dr. IIampden's side. Like most of the 
congregation, I had considered his Bampton Lectures rather 
dry, and, like the rest of the Uni\.e:sitr, thought no more 
about them for four years; but now the cry raised against 
thcm induced me to look carefully at thcm. ..After making 
due allowance for a philosophising tendcncy and phraseology 
(quite in keeping with his professed subject), I fully acccpted 
his clear and beautifully cxpressed assertion of the doctrine 
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of the Trinitr, near the end of the last Lecture. No stronger 
proof could well be given of the influence of selfi
h, disap- 
pointed feelings than the ' Letter of Remonstrance ' (against 
Dr. Hampden's appointment) addressed to the Queen by 
the then Dean of IIereford, who, on the ground of having 
been Chaplain to Queen -Adelaide, publicly and indelicately 
pressed his claims to the Bishopric. The first line of his 
address (' TJ"e, four l\Iajesty's most dutiful and loyal subject, 
John .J1Iere;velhfr,' &c.), unsupported by any of his Chapter, 
was simply ridiculous. This same Dean of IIercford went 
so far as to threaten that, on the cOllgt d'ilz"re, he would refuse 
to elect Dr. IIampden; but he was coolly checked (or rather 
checkn1ated) by the following letter from the I)rime l\Iinister, 
Lord John Russell :- 


'\Yobum Abbey. 
I have had the honour to recei,.e your letter of the 21st inst., in 
which )Ou intimate )our intention of violating the law. 
I have the honour to be. &c., 
J. RUSSELL: 
There was a slnack of þremullz"re in this pithy reply; no 
opposition was offered. 
To see the name of Bishop Denison among the thirteen 
remonstrant Bishops astonished those who had stood by 
his side (in a yerr small minority) when the vote of ' the 
suspension of certain privileges' was carried in the Theatre 
against Dr. Hampden. In his 'Letter' of self-vindication 
against the charge of inconsistency, he said that he never 
took an active part for Dr. Hampden; but what could be 
more active than giving a vote at such a crisis and in 
such an assembly? The Bishop of Oxford, who had aided 
the remonstrant Bishops with his signature, subsequently 
bethought himself of reading Dr. IIampden's much abused 
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Bampton Lectures, instead of resting his judgment (as he 
had done) 'upon mere extracts.' lIe discovered that there 
was' no ground for further opposition,' and handsomely ex- 

1essed this tardy conviction in a letter addresscd ' To the 
Bishop of Hercford Elect.' 


A.D. 18-18. 


[B.A. 264. :\LA. 185. Hon. D.C.L. at Commemoration, 9.] 
Jan, I I. An unsecmly, last effort was made to annoy 
Dr. I-Iampden by opposing his' confirmation' at Bow Church. 
On the proclamation 'Oyez, oyez, oyez,' &c. inviting ob- 
jectors to come forward, if there ,vere any, a Proctor began 
to offer objections in the nalnes of three obscure clergy- 
Jnen (cat's-paws put forward by objectors of greater note 
but of less courage), but (notwithstanding the invitation) 
he was stopped by the Vicar-General on the ground that 
they were sitting there under a mandate from the Crown; 
, 'Ve conceive ourselves,' he said, ' bound to confirm.' .After 
a short argument allowed for a time, another proclamation 
, Oyez' was repeated, \vhich (notwithstanding the sanctity of 
the place) was received with cries of ' Shame,' , l\Iockery,' 
'Order,' &c. from the crowded assembly. The ceremony 
of confirmation thcn took place, 'In the name of God,' 
&c., &c. 
Thc battle was nevertheless followed up, and a rule was 
asked for and obtained in the Queen's Bench to show cause 
against the legality of Dr. Hampden's confirmation. ''''hen 
clergymcn were so pugnacious, it was not likely the lawyers 
would stop the fight; indeed, some of them rushed into the 
contest as somethÙlg more than advocates, l\Ir. Baddely, for 
instance, and :\lr. l-Iope. 
Feb. I. After several days' lengthened pleadings on both 
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sides, the ' rule was discharged,' i. e. the application to ' show 
cause was dismissed,' the Judges thcnlselves not agreeing! 
At a 111eeting of the clergy held at Gloucester for 
the purpose of following up the IIampden prosecution, 
Dr. J eune made an el
quent and n1anly defence of 
Dr. IIampden. 
Dr. Cramer, too, Dean of Carlisle (who had been onc of 
the IIebdomadal Board at the timc of Dr. I-fampden's quasi 
condemnation), came forward (at this titne) to explain his 
share in that measurc and his subsequent efforts to rCIllove 
the stigma. 
Above all, .A.rchbishop \Yhately published a lengthened 
and powcrful vindication of Dr. IIalnpden. 
:\Iarch 25. Dr. IIampden was consecrated Bishop of 
IIereford at Lambeth Palace; and so, after prodigious 
efforts against him, kept up to thc very last, this most 
bitter and unprecedcnted struggle ended. The lively in- 
terest in the question felt by me from the first must be nl}'" 
excuse for having entered so fully into the history of the 
proceedings. 
,April 15. Dr. Jacobson's appointment to the Di\-inity 
Chair (vacated by Dr. Hampden) caused him to resign the 
Public Oratorship, to which :\lr. l\Iichell was elected in Con- 
vocation. l\Ir. IIansell, of ::\lagdalen College, had retired 
from the contest, having, on a comparison of promised votes, 
produced 330 against l\Ir. l\Iichell's 499. 
In the san1e month Dr. Bliss succeeded Bishop Ifanlpden 
in the Headship of 81. 
Iary Hall. 'I know no one,' the 
old Duke, our Chancellor, was reported to have said on 
the occasion of appointing hin1, 'who understands Univer- 
sity matters so well as Dr. Bliss;' and he might well say it 
and a great deal more in justification of his appointment. 
Indeed, Dr. Bliss was so exact and nlethodical in the 
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arrangemcnt of his papers and memoranda, so fun of in- 
formation, as well as rcady to givc it, that other persons 
had become rather careless of acquiring a knowledge of 
University matters (as their predecessors had done, more or 
less), being quite sure of full and prompt inforn1ation frotn 
the Rcgistrar. 'Ask Dr. Bliss,' was the answer to all cn- 
quirics, ' he knows.' 
l\Iay 25. An address was \'oted in Con\'ocation to her 
l\Iajesty, 'expressive of loyalty and attachment' at a time 
of great excitement,-of revolutionary movcments abroad 
and of 'monster' Chartist petitions at home. About this 
time also a memorial, very nmnerously signcd by Graduates 
and forn1cr n1embers of Oxford and Cambridge, was ad- 
dressed to the Pren1Ïcr, Lord John Russell, asking for a 
sweeping University reform. [' _'\11 in good time, gentle- 
men,' he might have answered; 'another ten years will 
give you all you wish for, perhaps more.'] 
::\leanwhilc, for this spring, at least, and summer, the 
Church and the University enjoyed comparative peace,- 
scarcely disturbed by Bishop Phillpotts' love of hot 'it'alo 
and the Gorham case. France might get rid of Louis 
Philippe and set up an experimental Republic in his place; 
Ireland might produce its SJ'/JlþalhÙÙzg disturbers of the 
peace; and English Chartists throw Birmingham and even 
London into alarm,-but Oxford unruffled could enjoy its 
grand concerts, its Commemoration-balls, its boat-races and 
its cricket-matches. The Tutors, to be 
ure, not satbfied 
with this state of things, laboured hard at the bcginning of 
spring to give the youngsters (in a plan submitted to the 
Ilebdomadal Board) an additional chance of illustrating- 
the' Art of Pluck,' by introducing ån intermediate Examina- 
tion 1 bctween the' Little-go' and the' Great-go.' Before they 
1 This ill tCI media te E}.amina tion was adopted in IS 52, 
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threw so much upon the work to be done in the Schools, 
did these Tutors really do their utmOSt to increase and 
improve the work dOlle in their lecture-rooms? 
June 17. The loyal address, previously voted, was pre- 
sented to her l\Iajesty by a deputation from the University, 
assuring hcr of our warm 
ttaclllncnt and devotion 'amidst 
the fearful storms that were sweeping oyer the kingdoms 
of Europe.' 
In the Commemoration-week the 'Radcliffe sermon' was 
preached by the Bishop of IIereford, Dr. IIampden, and as 
the best proof of the excellence of his discourse, the un- 
usually large sum of Æ I 10 I4s. 7 d. was collected at thE" 
doors 1 . 
At this COInmemoration l\Ir. Gladstone was presented to 
the lIon. Degree of D.C.L. (he was a regular l\I.A. before), 
but, in consequence of his vote for the admission of Jews 
to Parliament, he was most unfavourably received; not 
a word of Dr. Phillilnore's presentation-speech was allowed 
to be heard. 
JI. Guzzol was present in the Theatre (he 
had followed Louis Philippe in his flight from Paris), and 
being recognised, he was invited by acclamation from the 
area to the Doctors' seats in the rising semicircle; he 
had declined the Oxford Chair of European Languages 
,vhich was offered to him; so, at least, it was reported. 
Nov. I I. :\Iy colleague, \ViIlia
 l\Iiller, l\I.A. of New Col- 
lege, having died, was succeeded in the office of Esquire 
Bedel br l\Ir. Harrison, B.J\. of Brasenose. 
In r\ ovember of this year Dr. Acland, in a clever pam- 
phlet, stirred up afresh the question of 'extending the 
University system of Examination' so as to include the 


J In the year 186 I the collection, after a sermon vy the Bishop of Cork, 
was only æ 29. 
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departmcnts of Xatural Scicnce: (I) 
atural Philosophy, 
c0I11prehending the gencral laws of matter; (2) Chemistry, 
relating to the special properties, &c. of bodies throughout 
nature; (3) Gencral Physiology, or the laws which govern 
life, animal and \'cgctable. 
Dec. I. An unusual 1 compliIncnt was paid to .:\Iusic by 
opening the Sheldonian Theatre for a morning concert, in 
order to give Oxonians an opportunity of hearing Jl1l1lJ' 
LÙzd. Assisted by a select band, she charmed the audience 
with hcr sweet notes and unaffected manner, at the reason- 
abl
 price (for her) of IOS. 6d. the tickct 2. The Theatre 
was, of course, very cold, but the temperature did not seem 
to affect the throat of the Swedish nightingale. She ap- 
peared to be much struck, and was even moved to tears 
by the impression made upon her at her entrance into our 
Theatre 'with its nlany black gowns.' She said, 'It was 
like entering a sacred building.' She left Æ I 00 of her pro- 
fits to be applied in aid of the Oxford Charities 3. 


A. D. I 8
9. 
[B.A. 300. :M.A. 208. One Hon. D C.L. and one Hon. :\LA. at 
Commemoration] 
:\Iarch Z 2. An elaborJ.te statute called 'The X ew Exa- 
n1ination Statut{',' was brought forward in Con\'ocation. Its 


1 UnllSllal in those days, but since then often granted for the perform. 
ance of :\Iusical Exercises, pro gradu. 
2 Thi
 'rea
onaLlc pI ice' was tit was <;aid) made a condition by the 
authorities on glanting the use of the Theatre. 
:' This libcl al act called forth thc following acknO\\ lcdgment :- 
'\\"hen warbling throats produce Bank-notes. 
Xone grudge the bright half-guinea; 
The fl uits we ::>
e of the Linden tree: 
God blc
s thee, vocal J cnny !' 
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great feature, the proposal of an inienncdiate Examination 
between Littlc-go and Great-go (I beg pardon, between 
Responsion
 and the Final 1<:xamination), was carried by 
197 to 23 votes. But as sevcral of thc subordinate pro- 
posals wcre rejccted, the whole statute was withdrawn to be 
new modelled by the IIebdomaclal Board. 
June 19. A very nun1erous and influential meeting was 
held in the Theatre to considcr the forn1ation of a general 
University l\Iuseum, with a view to prolnote and assist the 
study of !'; atural Science, hereafter to bc a òepartment of 
the Univcrsity studics. Private n10\'cn1cnts and offers of 
subscription for ;:,uch a purpose had been for some time 
going on, but this meeting conten1plated a Public University 
Building and Institution, to be raised and supported by the 
funds of thc Uni\'ersity. 
.l-\.t the Commemoration, June 2 I, the N ewdigate Prize 
was 110! al['ardal, though a grcat many copies of verses 
were said to ha\ e been sent in! In the absence of great 
public characters, much interest was shown on the present- 
ation (to the lIon. Degree of ::\I.
-\..) of Captai1l Hqyes, who, 
after se\'eral years of active and distinguished service in the 
Indian anny, had become a n1embcr of l\Iagdalen IIall, had 
passed all the requisite Examinations for the Degree of B.A., 
but was recalled to India before he was of sufficient standing 
to take it. Poor, brave n1an! On returning to India he 
was aU10ng the first victims of the revolt; not, however, by 
assassination, but while heading his troop of cavalry against 
fearful odds of rebellious Sepoys. 
August. Cases of cholera were reported as spreading in 
Oxford; great care was taken by the Board of Health to 
check it. 
Oct. 6. The disease began to relax; there had, howeve
 
been 121 cases and 64 deaths. About the ll1iddle of 
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October it was publicly announced that thc cholera had 
entirely disappeared in Oxford. Deo g-ratias! 
:Uartin Tupper (who at this ti111e inundated the public 
with his Rhymes) published 'A Prayer, in verse, Jor the 
Cholera I' \Yhcn we say a 'Prayer fir rain,' or 'fir a good 
harvest,' we do not mean agaÙlst it. 


It well may pose c'en OXfOld dons, 
\"hcn cons are pros and pros are cons. 


October brought us the news of the death of one of 
the greatest ornaments and the stout champion of Oxford, 
Dr. Copleston, Bishop of Llandaff and Dean of St. Paul's. 
In the autumn of this year, Dudley Fereday, Esq., formerly 
a Gentleman-Commoner of 
Iagdalen, bequeathed 
20,OOO 
to found four Fellowships at ::\Iagdalen, or (if refused there) 
to some other College in Oxford. :\Iagdalen (already large 
and rich enough) declined the offer, which was accepted by 
51. John's College, but not till 1854. 
Dec. 7. The new Examination Statute was again put to 
the vote; its main features were approved and carried, but 
as four or fh'e of the clauses were rejected, it again came 
out of Convocation in a nlanglcd and damaged state. The 
institution of a l\Iodern History School was affirnled, but the 
details were left for reconsideration. The greatest number 
of X on- Placets was given to the proposed plan of ap- 
pointing Examiners through the mecliun1 of a Board, in 
other words taking the privilege of '/lOmÙlatz"O/l' from the 
Vice-Chancellor and Proctors, under, whose control it had 
hitherto worked so well. The proposal 'that Examiners 
may allow mErits In compensale for difects (so that a can- 
didate emincnt in Philosophy or His
n', or in Philology 
and Criticism, but displaying only a 1110dcrate knowledge 
of other matters, shou1<.1 be respecti\'dy admÏ:;sible to the 
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highest honours) was also decisively rejected, the votes being 
for it 106, against it 176. 


A.D. 1850. 


[B.A. 312. 1\1..\. 196. lIon. D.C.L. at Commemoration,s.] 


. 


Feb. 16. A public meeting was held to promote the for- 
n1ation of a '\Yash-house and Baths for th Industrious 
Classes of OÀford 1 .' The subscription was nobly headed by 
1\Ir. Phil. Duncan with f600, and a sufficient sum was soon 
raised j for it was expected that the Baths, &c. (though at 
a vcry low charge) would be 
elf-supporting. Indeed, it 
was soon found that gentlen1en and ladies n1ight be induced 
to use baths of a. better kind, under the saIne roof and 
managen1ent} yet still at a n10derate charge. Oxford n1ay 
well cherish the men10ry of the two Duncan brothers. They 
were a bles
ing to Oxford, and for many years the orna- 
mcnts of its society. 
About this tiIne the health of Dr. Buckland ga\'e way, 
and symptoms, or rather proofs, of a so/lellz11g if the braÙz 
showed then1selves- that sad disea
e in an) case, but most 
distressingly sad and mysterious in the case of so talented, 
active, and intelligent an indi\'idual. 
Early in the spring of 1850 the conclusion of the long- 
protracted cause of The Bishop of Exeter versus Rev. J. 
Gorham, was considered by n10st persons at Oxford as 


1 Several years afterwards, a ycry destructÏ\ e explosion of the steam 
seriousl) injured this ,aluaLle building. It was said to have been caused 
by ignorance, and to have confilmed the ignorant neighbours in their 
notion that steam was a diabolical device. Cel tainl)' the washing de- 
partment was not SUppOl ted. 
N B. To the disgrace of OÅford, City and University, these Baths 
\\ ere closed ill 1868. 
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strange and unsatisfactory. Having been condemned in the 
Ecclesiastical Court, 1\1r. Gorham appealed to the ultimate 
Court of the Qucen in Council, and there the Ecclesiastical 
sentence was reversed! One would have expected that the 
matter (however unsatisfactorily) would have ended there. 
But no! That busy, clever man, the Rev. G. Dcnison, pub- 
lished a formal Protest, denying the right of the Council to 
adjudicate in a matter of doc!rÙze. Questions \vere asked in 
Parliament, but Lord John Russcll wisely dctern1ined to take 
no notice of 1\1r. Denison's Protest. Little did 1\Ir. Denison 
then think that he hill1self would, a few years after, be 
placed nearly in :\Ir. Gorham's position. l3ut-' vivitur hoc 
pacto. ' 
The Bishop of E}..eter, ho\\cver, in a !:'ubsequent 'Letter 
to the Archbishop of Canterbury,' knocked down all the Gor- 
hau1ite argulnents; gi\'ing vent to his long-suppressed feel- 
ings of annoyance, and pouring forth his .accumulated know.. 
ledge on the subject of Baptismal Regeneration. A fourth 
edition of the Bishop's Letter was published two days after 
the appearance of the first. Perhaps the most !:'ingular cir... 
cun1stance, in connection with this vexed question, was the 
Letter of :\Iiss Sellon to Lord C
1.lnpbell, declining to con- 
sidcr hilu any longer a subscriber to hcr 'Orphans' IIome' 
at Devonport-on the ground of his share in the Judgment 
in the Gorham case. There can be no doubt that his Lord.. 
ship showed more of truly Christian charity and forbearance 
in his reply, than the lady did in her rejoinder. The' Sister 
of :\Iercy' showed hin1 ncither mercy nor charity, while his 
Lordship excrcised great tcnderness and forbearance. At 
Oxford, I think, the general in1pression. was, that 1\lr. Gor- 
haln's ,iew of 'pre\"cnicnt grace' was wrong as to ninety- 
nine cases out of a hundred, though possibly right as to the 
hundrcdth. I could not find that th
 question is 'decided 
B b 
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by the Creeds,' as l\Iiss Sellon, the lady bishop (I beg her 
pardon, the Lady Superior l ), asserts; though it seems to bf' 
determined in our Catechism. 
April 23. The new Examination Statute, establishing 
':\Ioderations' (statutably called the First Public Examz11a- 
lioll) and the Law and IIistory School, after being pared 
down by the rejection of two or three clauses, finally 
passed. 
In l\Iay, after an ineffectual effort to get the bishops to 
agree to a settlement of the Baptismal question, raised by 
the Gorham case, a Petition to the Queen (quite as unlikely 
to do any good) was got up at Oxford by certain' l\Iembers 
of Convocation and Bachelors in Law,' 'that she would allow 
all questions touching the doctrine of the Church of England 
to be eventually referred to a Provincial Synod.' 
Indications becalne yery strong, in Parliament (this l\Iay), 
of the approach of the threatened [r,zizrersi(y COJJlmissio1l, 
notwithstanding the vigorous opposition of the Duke of 
'Yellington and (' quod minimè reris') Lord Brougham, who 
deprecated 'a rash and inconsiderate interference with the 
Universities l' 
l\Tay 24. In Convocation a grant of .t2000 was voted in 
aid of the endown1ent of Colonial Bishops. 
The ' merry month of l\Iay' announced (to the no small 
alarm of many at Oxford) Lord John Russell's notice of the 
coming Royal Commission; which was followed by a 
powerful 'Remonstrance' on the part of the Hebdomadal 
Board. 
l\Iay 25. The 'Cowley Enclosure' coolly, and cruelly, 
, cut off forty-seven foot-paths,' within two miles of Oxford 


1 I believe that her Sic:;telhood have since gone a step higher, and 
speak of her as ' The Holy :Mother.' 
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(some of them leading directly from Oxford), 'substituting 
for them cight new ones! ' l\Iost of the former were con- 
nected with pleasant country-walks, and were in themselves 
pretty, natural, and winding; the latter, of course, were dull 
and dusty (as being merely foot-paths by the new road siùe), 
and formal as being 3.11 in straight lines. Cowley l\Iarsh, 
where at a short distance you might wander about on the 
turf without the formality of a foot-path, was doomed to be 
inclosed, for the chance of a meagre crop of oats on its soil 
of clay. Luckily the Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Plumptre, securèd 
cricket-grounds for the young men, but how different (for 
the non-cricketers) from the uninclosed common! ..\ great 
fuss has been made occasionally in Parliament and in Acts 
of Parliament about the 'IIealth of Towns,' but what can 
interfere more with that health than inclosures carried to the 
,"ery enlrance of towns, especially such a place as Oxford? 
This inclosure, accompanied by that of BuUingdon Common, 
with its nice turf for a canter, only required (what soon fol- 
lowed) the inclosure of Bagley \V ood, to cut off not only 
country walks from Oxford inhabitants in general, but from 
its future students ÙI Scielltia .J.Vatural/ in particular, the only 
remaining localities for botanical and physiological pursuits. 
But then--:-the rights of property must be respected; and if 
permission is asked for a botanical ramble, the answer will 
probably be, 'The ganle lnust not be disturbed.' 


Don't talk to us of entomology) 
Or scientific taste for botal.)'; 
\\Y e have not learnt your phra
eology, 
And as for science we \'e Hot got any. 
You prate of fauna and of flora, 
\\ïth hints of ignorance you prick us; 
'Ye warn you off, Sirs, sine morâ, 
Back to your books and hortus sicclls. 


Bb2 
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The Radcliffe charity sermon was in this June preached 
by the Bishop of Norwich; the collection of tS5 (small in- 
deed compared with Dr. IIanlpden's .t110) was larger than 
that after the sermon of 1849 preached by Dr. Chandler, 
Dean of Chichester, only æ33-the smallest, at thai fÙnt, 
ever collected. Rut in this. Inatter (as in others) there is 
'a difference between a Bishop and a Dean.' rfhe causes 
of the diminished collection in late years are not, however, 
dependent on the preacher. 
J lIne 18. On this and several successive days a very 
well-attended and interesting meeting was held in Oxford 
of the Archæological Institute. Some of the rOOlns in the 
rfaylor Buildings were used for a curious display of ancient 
'"estments, armour, &c. Professor \Yillis's lecture on Christ 
Church Cathedral was highly spoken of. Dinners and 
soirées formed a cheerful relief to the grave discussions of 
the morning Ineetings. 
The beginning of July witnessed a nlost sad, and a most 
disgraceful event. rfhe sad one was the death of Sir Robert 
Peel, by a fall fronl his horse. The disgraceful one was a 
hlow with a whip on her .i\Iajesty's forehead, by a crazy but 
a vain fellow called Robert Pate, or Lieutenant Pate. 
July. Radley School having constituted itself a College, the 
Head 1\Iaster becanle \Yarden and the other 
Iasters Fellows. 
Of course any collection of per
olls living and working to- 
gether may be called a college, but no such institution, being 
without foundation, or endowment, can eve
 become a public 
school like Eton or \Vinton College. 
Aug. 20. 1\1r. Gorham was at length inducted into his 
living of Brampford Speke on the fiat of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, the Bishop of Exeter having refused to in- 
duct him. rrhough I never agreed with 
Ir. Gorham on 
the subject of Holy Baptis111 'in the case of Infants,' I 
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confess that I learnt to sympathise with hin1 in his long 
persecution. 
, Solemn Declarations' as to the royal power of meddling 
with matters of doctrine were about this time addressed to 
the Bishop of London by three divines,-two of whom, 
Archdeacon l\Ianning and R. 1. \V. \Yilberforce, soon after 
'went oyer to Rome.' 
In this August ,rfhe University Commission' was issued. 
'Oxford,' it said, or seen1ed to say, 'set thine house in 
ordcr 1. ' 
1'1r. A/HiS of \Yadhatll was reported, in the' Tablet' (a 
Roman Catholic paper) of this datc, to be engaged in writing 
a refutation of his fOf1ncr work, 'The Church of England 
\
indicated froln the Charge of Schism,' 'after zvhÙ:h he 
intends to become a Catholic,' i. e. a Roman Catholic; a 


1 
Ir. Froude, in his History of England, vol. ii. pp. 4 q. and 416, 
gi\'es a curious account of a C011l71li
'sion which visited O
furd (among 
many other places) in I 
3.
. 'The visitors, having established tht::ir 
powcrs, began work with the 'C"ni\"ersity of O
ford. Their time was 
short, for ParliameI:.t was to mcct early in the spring, ,,,hen their report 
was to be submitted to it. The Heads of Houses, as may be supposed, 
!:law little around them which was in necd of reform The daily chapels, 
we 
uppose, had gone forward as usual, and the drowsy lectures on 
thc Schoolmen; while .. towardly young men" who were venturing 

tea1thily into the perilous heresy of Greek. were eyed askance by the 
authorities, and taught to tremble at their temerity. . . . Doubtless 
the visitors found Oxford a pleasant place. and crucl1y they marred the 
enjoyments of it. Like a sudùen storm of rain. they dropt down into 
its quiet precincts. Heedless of Iight:; of fellows and founders' bequests, 
of sleepy dignities and established indolences, they Ie-established long-- 
dormant lectures in the Colleges. In a few littlc days (for so long only 
thc) remained) they poured new lifc into education. They founded 
fresh professorships-of Polite Latin, Philosophy, Divinity, Canon Law, 
Xatural Scicnces, ahovc all, of the dreadcd Greek, c01lji:.icatillg fZl1ld:.i to 
:,upport thcm.' 
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distinction which I, as a nlember of the Catholic Church 
of England, always endeavour to make. 'God save us 
from treacherous fricnds and false allù:s!' was the general 
remark. 
In September appeared a very long and heavy circular 
(too long and too heavy to be called a jeu-d' esprit) 
affecting to be a 'Report fronl the Sub-Conlmittee to the 
Board of Comnlissioners, on the State of Things in Ox- 
ford in June 1860!' It is pleasant to find those awful 
prognostications still unrealised. These are but a few of 
thenl :- 
I. 'Since the removal of an enforced subscription to the 
Thirty-nine A\.rtides at matriculation, a great influx has taken 
place not only of N" onconfornling Christians, but also of 
other denominations; and though ncarly all the sect which 
was formerly the Established Church have quitted the Univer- 
sity, the number of members is but slightly diminished. 
2. 'Five Baptists and four Quakers have been appointed 
to Fellowships in 
Iagdalen College. 
3. 'Nearly all the Professorial Chairs are occupied by 
distinguished clergYlnen in the Dissenting interest. rfhe 
Sanscrit Chair is ably filled by the celebrated Brahmin 
Ram Roy. 
4. 'A splendid Roman Catholic cathedral is rapidly pro- 
gressing opposite St. l' lary' s ; - and the Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Oxford has taken up his residence at his episcopal 
mansion in St. Giles's.' 
And so on ad ÙzjÌ1uÏum, i. e. for several pages of 'com- 
pressed typography.' 
A part of the first prophecy, as to the cessation of hub- 
scription at matriculation, has been fulfilled, but the ' zizjlu
,:' 
has been quite gullalim. 
The fourth may ere long be partially fulfilled by the ere.c- 
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tion of a large Roman Catholic chapel (or church), though 
not a cathedral, and not oþþoszle St. i1Iary's. 
October 3 I. 1\lr. Garbett, Professor of Poetry, wrote a 
spirited answer to the request of the University Commis- 
sioners for information; at the conclusion, he considered 
'the Comlnission, in an age of professed and in many points 
real liberalism and improvement, a despotic stretch of anti- 
quated prerogative. It recalls the worst times and the worst 
precedents l .' This reply was to have been expected from 
1 In 164
, 'The Llessed Parliament' (as it was called by those who 
assumed to themselves the title of 'Beloved Saints') thought it was 
high time for the U nÏ\-ersity of Oxford to be Visited. [Laud, who as 
Chancellor of Oxford succeeded that Earl of Pembroke whose bronze 
statue stands in the Bodleian Gallery, had been superseded by another 
Earl of Pembroke in 16_p; he, in his turn, gave way to the 
Iarquis of 
IIertford in 1643, but in 1648 was again made Chancellor by the Par- 
liament. In that character he accompanied the Parliamentary Visitors 
here mentioned to ' visit the several Colleges and Halls'-and especially 
to enforce the Solemn League and Cm'enant.] The proceedings, as 
detailed by Ant. "-oud, are highly interesting. The UnÍ\'ersity autho- 
rities, headed by the Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Samuel Fell, Dean of Christ 
Church, behaved with great filmness-but were most of them expelled 
unceremoniously. This Earl of Pembroke seems to have used' very ill 
language' to the Vice-Chancellor. ' At the first meeting,' says Dr. Fell, 
, he said that I was a 1lOU1Z-subs/all.'ive [did he not mean a noun adjective '1] 
and could not stand without my Chapter; that the Devil made me 
Vice-Chancellor; and that it were fit I should be whipped, nay hanged.' 
April 12. The Chancellor, Visitors, and' cel tain soldiers,' with a great 
rabble, \\ent to Christ Church, and entering the Deanery (which had 
been previously forced o/'eIl) the Chancellor desired 1\1rs. Fell to quit, 
[Dr. Fell himself wa..; by this time in safe custody in London]- but she 
lefusing that kind proposal had very ill language given her by him. She 
was can icd into the quadl angle by the soldiers in a chair-as" ere also 
certain gentlewomen that were then in the lodgings; the children were 
carried out on boards. The Chancellor and Visitors then sending for 
the buttery book, dashed. out the names of the Dean and many others; 
appointing other persons in their place. A Convocation was summoned 
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1\Ir. Garbett, but the Report of the- Comn1issioners which 
soon after appeared, and the Evidence attached to that 
elaborate Blue Book. are ample proofs that l\Ir. Garbett and 
his opinions were quite in the minority in reference to the 
opinions of the leading Inen in the University. That Blue 
Book contained a great a
ount of information as to the 
history of the University and CoUeges, from the earliest to 
the most recent days. The bias under which it was com- 
piled gave of course a colouring to many of its staten1ents; 
but it is for many reasons worthy of preservation and careful 
reÎercnce. The fcw copies of it obtained by the Oxford 
booksellers for sale werc eagerly bought up. 
In the autulnn of 1850, the quasi-establishment of a 
Popish hierarchy in "England (col1u11only protested against 
under the title of 'The 

 Aggression') caused great 
disgust by its assumption of ecclesiastical titles, 'a local 
habitation and a name ; '-and not only disgust, but active, 
encrgetic protests and addresses to the Queen, from the 
University, the City, and the Clergy of the diocese. 
N. B. It has 
ub
cquently become the fashion to laugh at 
the feeling excited by this aggressive movement; but as long 
as Popery is unchanged, such an assumption is sure to be 
followed by farther encroachn1ent. 


by the Visitors' monitory (nominated f01 the purpose as a Yeoman Bedel\, 
who, not knowing I atin, caused great laughter to the Scholars, hy call- 
ing out in each quadrangle (more Redellorum), not' per fidem, per fidem. 
per fidem,' but · provided, provided, provided!' N.H. Before the circu- 
lation of printed Kotices of Convocations, &c. the Yeoman Bedels used 
to 
ummon 
Iasters to Convocation, in the Quadrangle of each College 
and from the steps of the Clarendon, ' alt."" voce' in this fonu, '1\Iagistri 
aù Convocationem per fidem, per fidem, per fidem.' 



CHAPTER XX. 


Recollections frollt A.D. 185 I to A.D. 1856. 


A.D. 1851. 


[B.A. 312. 'LA, 196. Hon. D.C.L. at Commemoration, 5.] 
FEll. 8. The following advertisement from a private tutor 
(slangicè 'coach '), who called himself 1\1.A. of Oxford, ap- 
peared in the 'Times' :- 
'Coaching extraordinary, by an l\I.A. residing in London. 
As the Great-go even now looms in the distance, application 
(to On1icron, Oxford and Cambridge Club) should be made 
immediately, as only two gentlen1en can be admitted into 
the Hansom. N.B. Each pupil must live like a hern1it and 
wor k like a horse.' 


Feb. 2 I. Classical Oxford made a small but graceful re- 
turn to classical Greece, by voting, in Convocation, books 
(printed at the University Press), to the value of ÆI50, to- 
wards the formation of a library for the Ul1lz'erslry of Athols, 
with the cost of the binding. Parvula pro n1agnis Oxonia 

rata rependit. 
Feb. 25. Very considerable alterations were proposed and 
carried in Convocation, as to the Exercises for the Degree 
of B.C.L., substituting a bonâ fide Exan1Ínation in place of 
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the old Disputations, which had been long represented by 
certain threadbare' strings,' i. e. logical arguments on legal 
questions; e. g. ' Quid existimas de hac quæstione, An domi- 
nium acquiri possit sine possessione?' 1'he disputants had 
their traditionary Latin argulnents, pro and con., served out 
to them by the Clerk of thè Schools, with a huge folio of 
Justinian for references (to fill up the hour required by the 
Statute), till, on the Clerk's appearing with his watch held up 
(and mUlnbling something which sounded like' tempus præ- 
It:rlabitltl est '), the Professor, who had been reading a book 
or a newspaper all the while, stopped the disputants with the 
welconle ' sufficit 1.' This statenlent will hardly be belie\'ed, 
-but having myself taken a part in the solemn mockery 
several tinles, I can vouch for its unexaggerated accuracy2. 
The same farce took place in 
Iedicine at this time, and 
ten years earlier in Divinity. But-' l\Iagnus ab integro 
sæclorum nascitur ordo.' 


I See note 2, p. 131. 
2 Cambridge was in thesc matters much in the same statc as Oxford; 
a
 appears from :Mr. '''alsh's Account of that Univer
ity, published in 
1837. He says, 'At the prcscnt day Acts amI Oppone1lcles in some case
 
have merged into a mere idle fmID. in others they are compounded for 
hy the payment of a sum of money. In the lattcr case, the money is 
deposited as a caution for the performance of the exercises; and as, of 
course, they are not performed, the .. (wtion" is then forfeited to the 
University, and the matter is at an end. In the, former case, the \\ hole 
cercmony is carried on nearly in the following way: Thomas Style.., from 
the Respondent's seat, speaking in Latin: "Accuratus fuit X e,\ ton; ac- 
curatus \Yood; accuratus quoque Locke." John Noakes, from the Op- 
ponent's seat: .. Si argumenta tua falsa sint, cadunt; sed falsa sunt, ergo 
actum est tecum:' These words are repeated until Thos. Styles has 
kept the requisite number of .\cts, and John Noakes the requisite Ilumber 
of Opponencies. They then change places, and Thos. Styles refutes 
John !\ oakes" ith John !\ oakes' own syllogism ;--and Da Capo ad libi- 
tum. This method of performing disputations is called ,. HI/ddling.." 
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This spring was a time of Inore than usual excitement. 
'No peace with Rome,' 'Xo concealed Jesuits,' &c., were 
the cries in the Church; 'Change of the 
Iinistry' and 
, failures in the attempt to form another,' in the State; 'The 
COllllnissioners are coming,' in the University; 'the Sana- 
tory Question,' in the City of Oxford. It was only a wonder 
that in the natural world things went on as usual; that the 
Examinations too were carried on with only a little more 
plucking than before; that the U ni versity Sermons, and 
Degree-days, the Sessions, and the .Assizes, succeeded each 
other in the accuston1ed jog-trot way; nay, that concerts and 
dinner-parties were given and attended. 
I. J ullien advertised 
his Promenade Concerts, and 1\1. Soyer gave a series of 
, Lectures' on his cooking apparatus, as the self-appointed 
Professor of Gastronomy and the Ars coquinaria. 
I have before had occasion to apply the common obser- 
vation, that Counsels' opinions may, by a careful getting-up 
of questions, be obtained on both sides of any matter. At 
this time the IIebdomadal Board had (they believed) abun- 
dant Inaterials in proof of the illegality of the Commission, 
and four distinguished lawyers, Turner, Bethel, I
eating, and 
K.enyon, advised the University to den1and, or rather' pray,' 
that the Commission might be recalled and cancelled; or at 
least to require the legal validity of the Comu1ission to be 
shown. 
This year was n1arked by two important events, the de- 
cennial census of the population of Great Britain, and the 
Great Exhibition. The former did not indeed concern the 
University as such, though the College strictness of night- 
discipline afforded great facilities for the purpose. To the 
latter the Uni\'ersity did not, I believe, contribute anything, 
the Colleges being well satisfied with looking after their 
# 
own little .E
..1,'hll)lïÙms. Of the citizens, 1'1r. Spiers was, I 
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think, the only exhibitor ;-his stall of papier-maché, &c. 
being very attracti\'e. 
April 6. Two Inore of our most valuable Oxford men 
deserted to the Roo1an catnp,-...\rchdeacon :\Iannlng and 
l\Ir. Hope, Q.C.; both forn1erly Fellows of l\Ierton, both 
highly gifted, loved and esteen1ed. 
About this date !(ing's Collcge, Cambridge, at length 
followed the eXaI11plc of New College, Oxford, by giving up 
the privilege of graduating without undergoing the usual 
Public Examinations. The King's men thus acknowledged 
that there is no rO)'al road to learning, as New College had 
found that, to be semþer 11OV1111l, a little rel1oz'alÛJll was in 
conformity with the spirit of \Vykham's statutes. 
:\Iay 2 I. In a full Convocation, a Petition to 'her l\Iajesty 
in Council' against the 'Conunission of Inquiry,' &c. was 
carried by 249 votes against 105; majority, 1.-1-4. :\Ir. 
K eate, of Oriel, spoke against the Petition; but l11en camc 
to vote and not to talk or be talked to; and pern1ission to 
address the IIouse 11Z the 'l'erl1acular was not then so easily 
granted as has since been the case. The Petition, however, 
was not likely to stop the current of reform that was setting 
in so strongly Oxonwëlrds; for on the 17th of ] une Lord 
John Russell being asked in 'the House' whether the pro- 
ceedings of the l.lniversity Commission were to be sus- 
pended till the above-mcntionc(l Petition was presented and 
decided upon, elnphatically answered' Certainly not.' 
] une 1 ï. A statute, which proposed to increase the in- 
COlnes of certain Professors, was very roughly handled. 
1. t 1 50 to be added to the annual stipend of the Reader 
z'n .ilIÙzeralog)'. Placets and :Kon-Placets equal; 
i. e. 57. It was thcrefore lost. 
2. ÆI50 to the income of the Reader ti1 Ceolog.>', lost by 
one vote. P]acets 60, Non-Placets 6 I. 
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3. Æ7 1 IOS. to the Reader ill Chemistry', lost. Placets 53, 
Non-Placcts 66. 
4. ÆI70 to the I?cader in .E
-periJJlell/al Philosophy, car- 
ried. Placets 62, Non-Placets 57. 
5. ..tI6o to Camden's HiS/ory: I?eadL'r, lost. Placets 5.4-, 
Non-Placets 6 I. 
N. B. The above rejectcd propositions were soon after- 
ward carried, excepting the Camden Readership, which, 
owing possibly to Dr. Cardwell's large private funds, was 
left, for a tin1e, with its scanty income. In this same 
Convocation, the proposal 'that Æ30,ooo (being part of 
Lt60,ooo transferred fron1 the University Press to the U niver- 
sity Chcst) be appropriated to .J.1Iuseu7Jls, Lecture-rooms, and 
Examillall"oll Schools,' was lost, the Placets being only 47 
against 88 Non-Placets. \Yhat was lneant and intended 
by JIuseltJJls I do not know, but I believe n1Y Inen10randum 
as to the plural 1lumber is correct. \Ye do know, however, 
that OXE 
Iuseum has since been sufficient to absorb more 
than double the sum then withheld. As for Lecture-rooms, 
there can be no lack of then1 while so 111uch of the A
h- 
n10lean l\Iuseuln and of the Taylor Buildings is unappro- 
priated. The increased demand for Exan1ination Schools 
is a more difficult lnatter to decide upon. The Ashmolean 
l\Iuseum might be maJe u5eful in this way, without inter- 
fering with the use of a part of it by the Ashlnolean, ...\rchi- 
tectural, or an)' other Socicty in their cyening Ineetings 1 . 
July 2. In COIl1lncmoration-week Dr. Tait preached the 
'Raùcliffe Sermon,' but, like his predecessor's of 1850, it 
produced only Æ32. It is evident that this falling-off fron1 


1 The Ashmolean Buildi1lg (no longer a JIlIseu11l) has been so appro- 
priated, but found un
uitable. The extensive purchases in the High 
StH:et in 1868 and] 869 will supply (as at least .t30,ooo may \\cll supply) 
ample accommodation for any number of El..amination Sch
ols. 
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the .tio, Æ80, or Æ I 00 of former rears is not to be attri- 
buted to the preacher, but partly to the audience and partly 
to the nature of the service. I st. As to the audience, or 
rather congregation. It is obvious to anyone who has 
been a regular at tendant at these sern10ns, that the persons 
likely to give largely no lo;ger attend. The county gentle- 
n1cn (with the exception of one or two, Inade Ste\vards for 
the occasion) have ceased to show themselves; and the visi- 
tors for the Con11nemoration-week, partly exhausted br the 
previous night's ball or concert, and partly engaged at late 
breakfasts, or getting ready for a party to N unehan1, never 
think of the charity sern10n; or, if they do, they look upon 
it as a local affair, in which they have no concern, and for 
which they did not come up to Oxford. 2ndly. .As to the 
service. This is still a choral service, for the most part 
badly perforn1ed br a weak choir. Now this might have 
been attractive formerly (especially when aided, as I remem- 
ber it to have been, by the first-rate public singers, such as 
1\Iiss Stevens, Bartleman, Vaughan, &c.. then engaged for 
the concerts, but good-naturedly joining the St. l\Iary's 
choir); but now, these slars having disappeared, the service, 
as a choral perforn1ance, cannot be compared with that of 
the regular College and Cathedral choirs. But the greatest 
objection is the 1i"1Ile lÏ takes, added to a sermon usually very 
long. If this annual appeal for the Infirmary is to con- 
tinue, it ,vould be wise to reduce its length by dropping the 
1\Iorning Service and retaining the sermon, preceded by a 
psalm and followed by a short but well-performed anthem. 
It is notorious that Undergraduates and Bachelors never 
appear there; indeed, the scats of the latter have been 
usurped by the choir, and the gallery of the forn1er is 
chiefly occupied by respectable fen1ales of the Iniddle 
class, who have learnt to consider this as an annual treat, 
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cheaply purchased at the price of 6d. dropped into the plate. 
l\I.A.'s sometin1cs appear, but 'rari in gurgite \'asto,' while 
I-Ieads of IIouses make themselves still more scarce 1. In 
truth, it is not an lr,llverst"ty sermon or service, though 
Dr. Jcnkyns, in 1825, first gave it the appearance of being 
so, by joining, as ,rice-Chancellor, the Radcliffe procession 
from the Library to the Church. 
Dec. 2. In a Convocation, of a better temper and of a 
nlore liberal spirit than that of June 17, an augn1entation of 
Æ I 50 per annum was yoted to the Readers in 1\Iineralogy 
and Gcology respectively, and Æ7 I IOS. to the Chen1istry 
Professor. 
In this l\Iichaelmas Term .11Ir. Thackerqy gave son1e lec- 
tures on 'The English IIumourists.' They wcre well attended, 
probably better attended than he had expected, so little wa<:\ 
he then known and appreciated at Oxford. 


A.D. 1852. 


[B.A. 306. 
1.A. 248. Ron. D.C.L. at Commemoration, I.] 
About this time died mr old schoolmaster, Dr. Ellerton, 
who founded the annual prize for a Theological Essay, By- 
the-bye, why in the Annual Notice is it simply called' The 
Theological Essay,' and not 'The Eller/on Theological 
Essay?' IIis name is indeed retained in announcing the 
IIebrew Scholarships, but in connection with that of Dr. 
Pusey and his brother, co-founders of the Scholarships. 
Feb. 18. l\Ir. Claughton of Trinity .was elected Professor 
of Poetry, his only opponent, l\Ir. Bode of Ch. Ch., having 
withòrawn from the contest. 


1 This' Radcliffe Sermon' was discontinued in I863-never (it is pre- 
sumed) to be revived; my account of it. howevt;r, may remain as a 
· Recollection' of a thing gone by. 
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This l\Iay witn
ssed the appearance of the bulky 'Bllt
 
Book' of 800 pages, noticed bcfore in Chapter XIX., and 
entitled 'Report of her l\Iajesty's Comnlissioners, appointed 
to inquire into the State, Discipline, Studies, and Reyenues 
of the Univcrsity and Colleges of Oxford,' with an elaborate 
Statement of Evidence, and forty-seven 'ReCOl/lllltlldatiol1S,' 
SOU1C of thcnl affecting the University, and others particular 
Colleges. 
J unc. AIr. i1Ianning (late Archdeacon), on returning from 
a \'isit to Rome (where he had been kissing the Pope's 
toe), infonned the English public (in answcr to reports 
of his re-conversion) · that he had found in the (Roman) 
Catholic Church all that he had sought and more than, while 
without its pale, he had c'"er been able to conceive.' 
In this same nlonth the 'Vardcn and Fellows of New 
College, instead of replying to the many questions sent to 
then1 (in conlmon with othcr Colleges) by the Conlmis- 
sioners, threw thell1Seh'es upon their Visitor, the Bishop of 
\Yinchester, and requested him to make a thorough investi- 
gation of their proceedings, studies, &c.; which he under- 
took to do and did. nut this would flOt do .,"-eventually, 
indeed, the College was thought to have yielded more to 
the delnands for change than was necessary or expected. 
J unc 15. In Convocation the donation of the Fielding 
I-IerbariulTI was accepted; ant' not only that, but Æ2000 
was voted (from the large sum lately received from the 
University Press) for maintaining and adding to this collec- 
tion, with Æ I 250 for a suitable building for its reccption in 
the Botanical Gardens, 
The Commemoration week produced a well-timed novelty 
in the [ornl of a rather lengthy but learned and witty jeu- 
d' eJpnr, entitled .' P hrolltÚ!l non,' a quiz by anticipation of 
the dreaded effects of the Commission. Borrowing the 



18 5 2 


COiVTESTED U.iVIVERSITY ELECTIO.iV. 


3 8 5 


idea fronl the 'Clouds' of Aristophanes, it introduced 
Socrates as ' l\Ir. Con1n1issÌoner.' Take, as a specimen :- 


'Professors we, from over the sea, 
From the land where Professors in plenty be; 
And we thrive and flourish, as well we may, 
In the land which produces one Kant with a K, 
And many a Callt with a C. 
\\nere Hegel taught, to his profit and fame, 
That something and nothing were one and the same,' &c. 


It was attributed to l\Ir., now Dr. 1\Iansel, Dean of St. Paul's, 
who, six years afterwards, grappled in a more serious style 
with German philosophers in his clever Bampton LechIres; 
but who (as people must expect when they mount to transcen- 
dental heights) did not find himself, on coming down to our 
ordinary, every-day world, exempt from polemical attacks. 
In July, a contest took place for the representation of 
the University, between Gladstone and Dr. 1\Iarsham, which, 
after lasting four days, ended by 1\Ir. Gladstone's election 
"ith a majority of 350 votes. Sir R. Inglis had 1368 votes, 
Gladstone 1108, Dr. 1\Iarsham 758. New political or rather 
theological titles and denominations were invented and 
adopted on this occasion; for not only the' High and Dry: 
but the' Low and Slow,' were stirred up to oppose Glad- 
stone, Alma l\Iater's most talented but capricious son. I 
have always yoted for him (as I did for Sir Robert Peel, 
even when Oxford rejected him), and probably always shall, 
unless he cuts the connection, disgusted with the regular re- 
currence of a contested election 1 . Oxfùrd, years ago, could 
quietly elect, again and again, a representative who could 
barely say 'Aye or ì\ 0;' but then he represented the ayes 
and noes of his constituents! 
In the last week of July an interesting meeting took place 


1 Or loses it, as he has since, by his ultra-liberal tendencies. 
C C 
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in Oxford of the' l\Iedical and Surgical Association,' very 
numerously attended, under the presidency of Dr. Ogle. 
Three eminent physicians, Sir Ch. Hastings, Dr. I. Forbes, 
and Dr. I. Conolly, had the Honorary Degree of D.C.L. 
(why was it not l\I.D.?) conferred on them. There was a 
brilliant Conversazione in the Radcliffe Library, with abund- 
ant refreshment for mind and body. It was the twentieth 
anniversary of the Society. 
Sept. I.... Oxford lost her noble Chancellor, England her 
noblest son, Arthur Duke of 'Yellington 1. As soon as the 
shock occasioned by his loss was past, Alma l\Iater, as in 
duty bound, began to look round for an 'Almus Pater' in 
his place. Lord Harrowby and Lord Ellesmere (good 
Inen and highly respected, but 'not quite equal to the 
place') were only named to be put aside. That the 
Bishop of Exeter should have been for a moment thought 
of was only a proof of (not hero-worship but) Bishop-wor- 
ship in a few ultra- Tractarians. Lord Derby, once named, 
was at once our future ChanceIJor: everyone retiring before 
hin1 as C the right man in the right place.' On the 12th of 
October he was unanin10usly elected Chancellor, in the 
usual form of elections in Convocation. The only variety 
was, that the Senior Proctor, l\Ir. Lake, in a long Latin 
speech, lamented the haste in which the vacancy had been 
filled up and the n1atter settkd even in Vacation-iz"1lle J. but 
he was most satisfactorily answered by the Vice-Chancellor 
1 It was said that he had the Oxford Blue Book on his desk when 
death seized him. He was trying, no doubt, to master it. I must add 
a better and more touching account given to a trustworthy person by the 
Duke's housekeeper: 'The last time I saw him alive was the night 
before his death I Ie was then, I think, going to bed, and it was late. 
He had with him the Oxford Blue Book, with a pencil in it; and he 
said to Lord Charles \Ycllesley, who was with him, "I shall never get 
through it, Charles, but I must work on.'" 
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(Dr. Plun1ptre), who said, 'that in all recent instances (three 
at least) the vacancy (and that even in Vacation) had been 
as rapidly filled up, and that the Statutes required it to be 
done' quàln primum commode fieri poterit.' Lord Derby, 
besides his manifest fitness for the post of honour, by his 
rank, talents, high character, and reputation (not to mention 
his Prize 1 for Latin \T erse in 18 19), had also the great re- 
commendation (to clerical electors at least) of being the 
Prime l\Iinister! A slippery position indeed in these days; 
and so the event proved it to be, as he ceased to be Premier 
in the December folIo" ing. In his ministerial house at the 
Treasury a Convocation 
\"as held on the 26th of October. 
for the purpose of admitting Lord Derby to his office of 
Chancellor. On that occasion, in his Latin reply to the 
address of the Public Orator, he astonished his hearers by 
his easy flow of classical Latinity, and especially delighted 
Dr. Gaisford, the Dean of Ch. Ch., Lord Derby's College. 
Oct. 23. By a decree of Convocation, the ceremony 
of szllz'llg in the Examination School 'þt'r lnlegrunl dÙm ' (on 
which the sitter might generally say 'perdidi diem') was 
abolished. On the same day the \Tice-Chancellor, Dr. 
Plun1ptre, "ho had held his office four years, resigned the 
seals, &c. to Dr. Cotton. The death of the late Chancellor, 
so near the beginning of l\Iichaelmas Tenn, had made it 
necessary for Dr. Plun1ptre to hold the Vice-Chancellorship 
a fortnight over his fourth rear-Lord Derby not having 
been elected till October 12. 
Kov. 4. A novel delegacy! The Proctors nominated 
twelve men1bers of Convocation as delegates to represent 
the University at the public funeral of the Duke of \Velling- 
1 About the time when Lord Derby (then the Hon. E. Stanley) filled 
the Ro
trum, Ch. Ch. carried off ten Prizes within nearly five successive 
years. 


C C 2 
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ton. A special place in St. Paul's was reserved for then1 
on that occasion. 
!\ov. 6. An inquest having been held on the death of a 
young n1ember of Jesus College, the College authorities 
demurred about the Coroner's fee, which had hitherto been 
paid by a Bursar and charged to the friends of the deceased. 
The matter was referred to the Hebdomadal Board, who, 
after due enquiry and consideration, determined that the 
University (through the Vice-Chancellor), in that and in all 
future cases, 
hould pay the fee and incidental expenses of 
an inquest 1 . 
December 16. Lord Derby's l\Iinistry having been left in 
a minority (286 versus 305) on the important question of 
the Budget, a resignation took place. Lord Aberdeen under- 
took the Governn1cnt, and l\1r. Gladstone (with the necessit)' 
of a re-election and the certainty of a contested one, after 
voting against Lord Derby's ::\Iinistry) was invited and con- 
sented to join Lord .Aberdeen. 


A. D. 1853. 
[B.A. 356. 
1.A. 235. Hon. D.C.L. at the Installation, 3 8 .] 
The opening of this year was marked by the lengthened 
and bitter efforts by which 1\1r. Gladstone's re-election was 
opposed. No wonder that those who were adverse to him 
before, should be still more opposed to him now; for even 
his warm friends had to gulp down much that was painful, 
and to feel rather sore after the operation. Oxford however, 
as a whole, could not afford to lose, or rather could not make 
up its mind to part with, its distinguished but very wayward 
alumnus. After fifteen days' polling (an extension seldom 
claimed, but allowed by the then election-law) the result was, 
1 This Coroner's fee was placed by Convocation in the Table of 
Statutable Fees in 1869. 
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for l\Ir. Gladstone 1022 votes, for 1\Ir. Perceval 898,-ma- 
jority for Gladstone 124. The irksomeness, as well as the 
acrilnony of this protracted battle, was most painful to 
witness, Inuch n10re so to take a part in. It was natural 
that Oxford men should be vexed and angry with l\Ir. Glad- 
stone, for having joined in a yote which led to the resig- 
nation of Lord Derby, their Chancellor. Loaves and fishes, 
deaneries and bishoprics, all knocked over! IIence the 
angry feelings, speeches, and letters, even of good and pious 
men. l\Ir. Gladstone was accused of joining in 'a strange 
combination,' an 'unnatural coalition;' but what connections 
and combinations could be more strange than those which 
were formed against him, such as that of Archdeacon G. A. 
Denison working in the same Con1mittee with the Rev. 
Hugh Stowell! &c., &c. 
Jan. 27. The sum of .t500 was voted in Convocation' in 
aid of the subscription for an educational memorial in honour 
of the late Duke of 'Y ellington;' that is, for ' The Institution 
for Educating the Orphans of ::\Iilitary 
Ien,' or some such 
title. l\Ir. Rawlinson opposed the vote, on the ground that 
the money would be more appropriately given, for an aca- 
de1llical purpose, in connection with our late Chancellor's 
name,-' Ut scholares, è gymnasio isto quod extranei funda- 
turi sunt, apud nos nutriantur atque erudiantur.' The 
proposed ,'ote, however, did not attract much attention; on 
a scrutiny being demanded, the Placets (for giving the .t5 0o ) 
were 25, Non-Placets 22. Only forty-seven members of 
Convocation therefore were present. 
In February, Dr. Newman (once of us as ilIr. Newman, 
but since doctored by the Pope) was tried and found guilty 
of publishing' a defamatory paper' in reference to the cha- 
racter of a Dr. ..Achilli, another of the Pope's Doctors, and 
once a Romish priest! Dr, N' ewman's d_efence was, that he 
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helieved what he had published was notoriously true; he was 
fined however ÆIOO and costs. \Vithout any idea of conl- 
paring Dr. Newman with Dr. Achilli,-the one all purity and 
piety, however misdirected, the other notoriously said to be 
the reverse,-they wcre so far alike, that the one was a 
deserter from our Church to that of RODle, the other a 
deserter from Rome to Protestantism in some shape or 
other. It must have been a painful business to Dr. Kewman 
to find himself (no longer indeed 'a boy,' but still)- 


'Infelix . . . atque impar congressus Acbilli: 


Early in this rear of unsettled ideas and coming change, 
a self-constituted acadcmical body, called 'The Tutors' 
Association,' presented itself and the result of its deliberations 
before the University, on the all-important subject of aca- 
dcnlic education, and especially as to the ex!ellsz(JJZ of that 
education. It was of course, as an unauthorised body, an 
imperium in imperio; but as it was composed of the great 
majority of the Tutors (naturally alarmed, as well they might 
be, at the critical position of 'this our craft,' and at the 
threatened incursion into their preserves, by Professors), 
their report was received with the respect and consideration 
which its careful construction and the high character of its 
authors demanded. One of its chief subjects was that of 
, Affiliated Halls,' with a detailed plan for their government, 
and a scheme for educating, feeding, and lodging students 
at Æ60 per annum; Hatfield Hall at Durham being acknow- 
ledged as their model. 'Private Halls' also were fuBy dis- 
cussed in this Tutors' Report, as well as the 'Extension of 
Colleges, by means of detached buildings' a plan which (it 
was thought) would give suitable employment to a large 
number of resident Fellows. The Tutorial Report, followed, 
as it soon was by the Commissioners' Report, raised an 
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expectation, that good, large houses would be in great re- 
quest, to be turned into Aulæ Privatæ. This expectation, 
however, has not been realised. Indeed, only two attempt
 
at þrz"'l'ale-hallÙlg were made; the 'Aula Privata ::\Iagistri 
Butler' had a very ephemeral existence. Though instituted by 
a very superior man it did not succeed. Litton Hall did a 
little better, and actually produced two or three graduates; 
but l\Ir. Litton got preferment elsewhere in 1860, and no 
, parvulus Æneas' now 'ludit in Aula I.' 'College extension' 
has not succeeded much better; it would perhaps be more 
just to say that it has succeeded where it has been attempted, 
but that the attempts hitherto have been but few. Exeter 
College has been the boldest in this kind of speculation (for 
a speculation it must be), and has in this way added greatly 
to its numbers. Christ Church has merely turned a Canon's 
house into sets of rooms, l\Ierton is about to build 2 , but 
l\Iagdalen, which was said to have contemplated a large 
detached building with one of its Fellows for Principal, and 
accommodation for a considerable number of students on 
very moderate charges, has, it is now said, relinquished the 
idea. The wonder was, that a wealthy and quiet society 
like l\Iagdalen, which some thirty rears ago sacrificed so 
much money in order to re1llO'l'e the old Hall because 
it was' nin1Ïuln vicina,' should ever again have entertained 
the idea of an affiliated Hall, or something very like a Hall, 
on any part of its extensive premises. Halls, ho\,"ever, of 
every denomination (even the old ones) appeared to be 
kept up with more or less difficulty at that titne. 
l\Iarch 3. 
y a vote of Convocation (not howe\'er an 
unanÏ1nous one, there being thirty-four Non-Placets to sixt}- 


1 Since the above was written, the' Aula Privata l\Iagistri Charsley' 
has been more successful. 

 Christ Church and :\lerton have since set to work in earnest. 
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four Placets) the 'Tice-Chancellor was authorised to purchase 
four acres of 'the Parks' as a site for the proposcd 1\1 useum. 
The wedge's edge was thus well got in; the first turf was 
turned 1. 
l\Iarch 5. How l\Ir. Gladstone n1ust have' trembled in his 
shoes' at hearing (if evcr he did hear) that the young men's 
, Union Society,' after a debate of four e\Oenings, carried, by 
a majority of six votes, a censure on his recent political 
conduct! It would, however, certainly annoy him, as he 
must naturally take an interest in 'the Union' where he 
first tried his oratorical powers, and where his speech on the 
Corn-laws wa
 said to have equalled any of the Parliamentary 
speeches of the time. 
l\Iarch 8. A judicious change was agreed upon by Con- 
vocation as to the Vinerian Scholarships,-by making them 
the result of a real Examination by the Law Professors and 
Examiners in the Schools of Jurisprudence, instead of being 
canvassed for and voted for in Convocation. An alteration 
was also made in the number and the time of holding the 
appointments, both as to Vinerian Fellows and Scholars. 
April. Dr. Bliss having announced his wish to resign 
the office of Registrar (which he had filled so well and so 
graciously for twenty-nine years), a host of candidates soon 
appeared, l\Iessrs. Cornish, Rowden, Rawlinson, Shadforth, 
Sedgwick, Lloyd; only three, however, came to the poll: 
l\Ir. Rowden of New College had 3 61 votes, l\Ir. Cornish of 
Corpus 200, and l\Ir. Rawlinson of Exeter 162. 'l\Ir. E. 
Rowden had the advantage of strong \Vykhamical support; 


1 Subsequently the whole of the Parks and the fields on the east side 
of the Parks were purchased by the University, down to the Cherwell, 
along whose banks (or rather between the natural and the artificial 
streams) a delightful walk bas been formed, raised above the flood-level, 
and well named 
lesopotamia. 
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his being a layman ( though his predecessors do not 
appear to have been laymen) was thought to be a recom- 
mendation, inasmuch as his time and attention would not 
he divided between his official duties and other absorbing 
claims and pursuits. lIe was also known to be a man of 
business, and has since proved himself an excellent Registrar. 
:\Iay 3. A pension of Æ200 per annum was handsomely 
voted to Dr. Bliss, who still retained his place as I{eeper of 
the Archives. Alas! that he should have enjoyed his pen- 
sion and his 'otium ' for so few years! He died, after being 
much altered and weakened by paralysis, in 1857. I used to 
hope that as a result of his leisure he would become to the 
University not merely an editor and a partial continuator of 
Anthony "\Y ood, but a second Anthony "\V ood in a modern 
spirit. And he probably had some such intention; but his 
health soon gave way, and he amused himself, in his weakened 
state, with searching into and arranging the details of his 
own Hall and its former members. 
This spring, among its other blossoms and flowers, pro- 
duced a second lengthy Report from the 'Association of 
Tutors,' or, as they were sometimes called, 'The Common- 
room Dictators.' It undertook by anticipation much of the 
Commissioners' work; pointed out (very fairly, certainly, 
and temperately) the weak points of the Hebdomadal Board, 
as resulting chiefly from the' isolated position' of its mem- 
bers (as Heads of Houses) and its exclusive character. It 
suggested a new Board (with the power of initiating mea- 
sures), very like what was subsequently formed under the 
title of ' The Hebdomadal Council,' and representing within 
it the Heads, the Professors, and the other members of 
Convocation. This Report, alTIong several good points, 
strongly urged the necessity of representing the resident 
l\Iasters in the new Board, if onl)' 10 keep Ihe Prqfissors in 
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check: 'for (it said) it must not be forgotten th:lt, as a body, 
Professors IllUSt ever be liable to SOBle of the sanle influences 
which tcnd to separate the IIeads of IIouses .frolll the bulk 
of the residents.' Thcre was, of course, a little admixture 
of Tutorial in1portance in this jealousy of Professorial pre- 
clonlinance. But it is but fnir to add, that if any set of men 
ha\"e a right to clain1 honour and position in return for their 
deyoted labour, it is our excellent staff of College Tutors. 
June 6. Installation week. On l\Ionday (by previous ar- 
rangcmcnt) our Chancellor, Lord Derby, on his way to 
Oxford was intercepted (so to say) four miles from Oxford, by 
the Bishop of Oxford. and carried off to make a speech at 
the opening of the 'Training College' at Culham; and an 
excellent speech it was said to have been,-especially in 
describing the new race of schoolmasters as contrasted 
with 'the man who, because he could turn his hand to 
nothing else, was made the parish schoohnaster, that he 
might not become a burden to the rate-payers.' 
On Tuesday, in the Theatre, D'Israeli carried off the 
loudest burst and longest round of applause, excepting that 
which accompanied the Chancellor's' fili mi dilectissime' on 
admitting his son, Lord Stanley, 'ad gradum Doctoris in 
Jure Civili, honoris causâ.' At the dinner, or rather þost 
f>ralldÙUIl, at \V orcester College (the \Tice-ChancelIor's Col- 
lege), Lord Derby's eloquence made a great impression; 
he enlarged upon the Commission, and 'though he had 
disapproved of its being issued, he now rejoiced that the 
University had shown a willingness to meet enquiry and 
adopt improvement.' 
On \Yednesday, Dr. Goulburn's 'Radcliffe Sermon' pro- 
duced .tI 30 ! 
On Thursday, the Theatre was again alive with Honorary 
Degrees, complimentary verses, and the musical performance 
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of 'The Installation Ode,' written by the Professor of Poetry, 
and set to music by Sir II. Bishop. This was followed by , a 
portioll of the Latin Essay, and the whole of the English Prize 
Poem.' Christ Church fêted the Chancellor as a former mem- 
ber, and Pembroke as the Visitor of the College' ex officio.' 
August. By an Act of Parliament, of this date, it is 
ordered 'at any election of a 1\Iember of Parliament for 
either of the Universities of Oxford or Cambridge, the poll- 
ing shall not continue for more than five days at the most; 
Sunday, ChristInas Day, Good Friday, and Ascension Day 
being excluded.' 
Sept. 14. One of Oxford's most cherished and promising 
sons, 1\lr. Strickland (Deputy-Reader in Geology), met with 
his death in pursuit of his favourite study. \Vhile rashly 
examining the strata on the railroad (near Redford, on the 
1\Ianchester line) he was struck down and killed by a train 
cOIning behind him. He was a most amiable as well as 
a talented man. Succession, however, is the order of things 
in this world; accordingly his death made an opening for 
a still nlore scientific geologist, Professor Phillips, of whom 
as an adopted son Oxford has good reason to be proud. 
On the 27th of October 1\lr. Phillips was made 1\I.A. by 
decree of Convocation. 
In November, , The Tutors' Association' again came out 
very strong in lengthy recommendations and warnings as to 
the Professorial system. Allowing that there was plenty of 
room for the increased working of that system, the Report 
deprecated 'the introduction of vIolent and compulsory 
changes.' 'It would not be doing justice to many of the 
Tutors of Oxford to degrade them to mere n10uthpieces, 
or subordinates of a superior teacher. To give such a man 
an ex officio authority to control the opinions and dictate 
the teaching of a body, some of whom may be as competent 
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to lecture to him as he to them, would spread among our 
ablest instructors a sense of degradation and a feeling of dis- 
gust.' The Report, however, suggested very sensible and 
liberal yiews as to the appointment, duties, and ren1uneration 
of Professors ;-suggesting, on the last head, that' the fixed 
annual salary of a Profess&- (independent of fees from his 
class) should be _t500,-Æ6oo would be preferable.' 
Dec. 6. Our University (how much more his College!) 
sustained a great loss by the death of Dr. IIarrington, 
Principal of Brasenose; I might say also the City, for his 
active services as a Con1111issioner, &c. were highly and 
deservedly valued by the leading citizens. 


A. D. 1854, 


[B.
\. 263. 
I.A. 189. Hon. D.C.L. at Commemoration, 10.] 
The opening year 100n1ed heavily with the approaching 
Crimean horrors, in the war against Russia. If it be asked, 
'\Yhat had Oxford in particular to do with this, or this with 
Oxford?' the answer is at hand; Oxford did z in fact, very 
soon begin to feel its effect, first in the reduced number of 
l\latriculations, and soon after in the departure of n1any of 
its actual members for the seat of war. \Vhen it is con- 
sidered that for nearly forty years there had been no field 
of the kind opened to our Englisr youths, it was no wonder 
that the excitement and clang of war should be responded 
to by young men of spirit and enterprise. .A.nd so they 
went, full of health and ardour and cheerful hopes, to 
waste that health, exhaust that ardour, and quench those 
hopes in the protracted miseries of a siege, and to die (as 
many of them did) in the trenches of Sebastopol. But 
though perhaps not one of these deserters from our peaceful 
camp would have changed the battle cry for' cedant arma 



IRS4 


SIR ROBERT IiVGLIS RESIGNS. 


397 


togæ,' yet 'dulcem moriens reminiscitur (Oxford)' was 
perhaps one of his latest feelings. 
J an. 13. The good Sir Robert Inglis (by the advice of his 
physicians) resigned the representation of the University, 
a post which for twenty-five years he had filled so honestly 
and so well. Sir 'Villiam Heathcote was brought forward 
to succeed him-' haud deficit alter, Aureus I' The Latin 
oration of Dr. \Villiams, 'Varden of New College, on nomi- 
nating Sir \Villiam Heathcote, or rather (for such it was) his 
eulogy on Sir Robert Inglis, 'his class-fellow at \Vinchester, 
and his friend through life,' was the finest specimen of elegant 
and sonorous Latinity to which the walls of the Convocation 
House had echoed for many a year. 
The City Council at this time frequently and eagerly debated 
the question of assessing the Colleges to the Poor-rate; a 
measure which was ere long to be carried out, to the great 
benefit of the City, and to the great credit of the University. 
Feb. 24. In Convocation a sweeping plan was proposed, 
which would give quite a new but not an improved con- 
stitution to the University, It was embodied in a petition to 
the Queen, to be allowed to alter and modify the Caroline 
statutes; its chief feature, however, was the creation of 
a second Board, consisting of eight Professors and fifteen 
mem bers of Convocation, to be elected by Convocation, and 
endowed with an equal power of originating measures; in 
short, a sort of 'Lower IIouse' as compared with the Board 
of Heads of Houses, the' Upper House.' It was obviously 
an attempt to meet and avert a stronger measure expected 
to result from the Commission. All the proposals were 
carried, though with a considerable number of Non-Placets; 
but it was too late I The' stronger measure,' with (it must 
be confessed) a better compacted Council, was to follow in 
due tÌ1ne. 
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The measure thus carried was immediately followed by 
a protest, signed by most of the Tutors, seven or eight 
Professors, and many other member::) of Convocation. The 
Tutors of course objected, because their own plan was not 
adopted,-which was indeed a better plan, as it proposed 
one combined Board upon a broader basis. One feature 
however, savouring pretty strongly of Tutorial self-com- 
placency, was the formation of a Congregation, with powers 
of debating in English, without the power of initiating 1 
any measure, but in which it was proposed to ignore the 
existence of all resident members of Convocation who were 
not engaged in the instruction, discipline, or management of 
the Colleges and Halls! 
Resident l\Iastcrs of Arts, being non-Tutors, were sub- 
sequently indebted to l\Ir. Gladstone or Sir 'Villi am Heath- 
cote (or both) for checking and reproving this usurping 
and exclusive spirit with the addition of a sensible remark, 
'that the representative body thus constituted [i. e. on 
the Tutors' plan] would be too limited 2 and too partial 
to their own views.' 'Yhat would be chiefly wanted (it 
might ha'.e been added) was sound and impartial judgment, 
a qualification not necessarily confined to Tutors, Deans, 
and Bursars of Colleges S , that is, to those who were engaged 
(as above stated) 'in the instruction, the discipline, or the 
management of Colleges.' 
l\Iarch 9. The grave proceeding was repeated (as it had 
been ever since 1843) of nominating an Examiner in ad- 
1 A very good }Jroposition thus far, and one that was eventually 
adopted. 
2 This was found to be palpably true a few years after when the 
Tutors, &c. were about I 25, Non-official i\1.A. and :l\I.D. 130. 
3 The Deans and Bursars, thus by implication united with the Tutors, 
appear to have been included in the proposed composition of the Con- 
gregation, just to preserve peace in the respective Common-rooms. 
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dition to the two Professors, for the Theological School. 
Has anyone been ever known to become a 'Licentiate in 
Divinity' as the fruit of such Examination 1 ? 
The beginning of this l\Iarch brought with it the death 
of three distinguished Oxonians,-Dr. Richards, the amiable 
Rector of Exeter; Dr. Denison, the conscientious but rather 
timid Bishop of Salisbury; and Dr. Jenkyns, the excellent 
Dean of \Vells and l\Iaster of BaUiol; the last of (compara- 
tively) ripe years, the other two about 54 or 55. 
l\Iarch 17. Lord John Russell obtained the leave of the 
IIouse to bring in The O:tjòrd U1liversz"ty Bz?l, in a very sen- 
sible and temperate speech. I neeù not say how anxiously 
every word of men (like him) in authority was weighed at 
that time in Oxford. 
l\Iarch 30. In Convocation the expenditure of Æ30,00o 
or even. æ40,ooo was voted for the erection of the New 
l\Iuseum. 
April the first (absit omen diei!) a Petition to the House 
of Commons, of Remonstrance against the Oxford University 
Bill, was carried (in a 'frequens Senatus' assembled in the 
Theatre), but only by a majority of two votes, 193 to 191 ! 
This, of course, was a futile victory, and was fairly hailed 
as a proof of an increasing readiness to meet the work of 
reform half-way, and in an honest spirit. 
New College had shortly before pctitioned to have the 
two S1. l\Iary \\Tinton Colleges exempted from the operation 
of the Bill. That this petition should be in vain did not 
surprise the University; but most people certainly were sur- 
prised at hearing soon after that the points in question had 


1 I have lately been reminded (in answer to this question) that my 
friend, Rev. Robert Bake, M.A., of Kew College, and now 
Iinor Canon 
of Canterbury, actually became a Licentiate in Divinity. In his early 
ùa)"s he had gained a Sanskrit Scholarship. 
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been conceded by the College. The altered position of 
\Vinchestcr School in relation to New College soon showed 
the greatness of the changes adopted. 
.At the end of l\Iarch there appeared in the public prints 
an elaborate scheme,) proposed by 
Iagdalen College, 'to 
meet the demands of the till1e, and to show both the will 
and the means of the Society to atone for past neglect by 
a noble provision for the future;' in short, ' to do what others 
were only tal/dug of.' It ,,'as proposed, therefore, , to prepare 
for the reception of a considerable number (probably sixty) 
of Undergraduates requiring help, in a separate building and 
under a Vice-gerent.' 
But what has become of this grand scheme ? 'Vas it only 
the awakening of a giant, who soon closed his eyes again? 
I have hinted elsewhere (see' Recollections in 1853') that 
the remembrance of old 
Iagdalen IIall and its too close 
proximity might well deter the College from again hanging 
sOll1ething like it about its neck; and I have too much 
respect for the rulers of that Society to doubt their wisdom 
in the relinquishment of such a schen1e. 
April 3 died the well-known and eccentric Professor John 
"Tilson (alias ' Christopher North ') at Edinburgh, where he 
had been for many years Professor of l\Ioral Philosophy. 
He was an Oxonian, and while a Gentleman-Commoner 
of IUagdalcn College got the Prize for English Verse in 
1806. lIe was even then a character, and a fine, manly, 
enthusiastic one; among other qualities, he was the life and 
soul of our Light COll1pany in the O. L.V. in the field and at 
the feast. Strong-built and fond of out-door excitement, he 
thought nothing of a night walk from London to Oxford. 
April J 4. The second reading of the' Oxford University 
Bill' was carried without a division; and when 1\Ir. Roundell 
Palmer could, 'as an OOo'iford mall, tender his cordial thanks 
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to the Government for the temper with which they had 
treated and the attention which they had devoted to this 
great and in1portant subject;' when 
\Ir. Gladstone 'felt 
perfectly persuaded that the issue of the measure would 
redound to the great and permanent interests of the Uni- 
versity, and increase the strength, the prosperity, and 
usefulness of Oxford;' it was wonderful how soon fears 
began to subside and hopes to arise for the future conse- 
quences of the lately 'dreaded Bill.' Of course there was 
still a strong party of anti-reformers, who tried to get up a 
list of signatures for further opposition. 'Parvis componere 
magna,'-the preparations going on at the same time for 
the Baltic armament against Russia were not half so fierce, 
though quite as unsuccessful. 
April 20. At a meeting of the Oxford City Council, 
l\Ir. Alderman Grubb (who as l\Iayor would not have 'that 
bauble,' the City mace, carried before him when he went to 
Carfax Church), after stating, with great self-congratulation, 
that 'he had risen to his present position by trusting to his 
own exertions, that he had no connection with the Univer- 
sity, and nothing for which to thank any member thereof,' 
moved 'That a Petition be presented to Parliament, praying 
that none of her l\Iajesty's loyal subjects be denied the 
advantages of education in the National Universities.' His 
motion was carried by a majority. 'Yhat result or weight it 
had I do not know; but, at all events, it was an unexpected 
compliment when, in such a quarter, the advantages of an 
University education were so fully allowed. 
l\lay 13. The well-known metaphor of ' The Sick .J.1Iczn' 
(used by the Czar Nicholas in reference to the Turkish 
Go\'ernment) was occasionally, and not always delicately, 
applied at this time to the n10ribund I-Iebdomadal Board; 
e. g. ' The Sick ::\Ian has been carefully sounded as to what 
Dd 
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time he could, with least pain and reluctance, arrange to 
die ! ' 
l\Iay 23. In Convocation, the proposal to allow College
 
to annex 'Affiliated Houses' was carried; but that for the 
establishment of 'Independent Halls,' with special regula- 
tions for limiting expens
, was rejected by 6-1- votes against 
23 in favour of it. Some stringent regulations for Licensed 
Lodging-houses (not likely, from their very stringency, to be 
honestly carried out) were passed nem. con. 
At this same date (the Oxford Uni,'ersity Bill having not 
yet reached its last stage in Parlian1ent) nearly a hundred 
nlembers ofCon\"ocation (including four Heads ofllouses and 
st'.\"en or eight Professors) got up a Petition to the House of 
Commons for the passing of the Bill, at least in its principal 
provisions, 'deprecating a longer suspense and recognising 
the necessity for some changes.' 
June 22, ... \ proposal in Convocation (being nothing less 
than an atten1pt to force young TI1Cn, as gardeners would 

ay, into Theologians in connection with their B.A. Degree) 
was rejected by I 13 ,'otes to 34. It looked like a last, 
dreamy effort of 'The Sick l\Ian' to show some remaining 
vitality. l\Ir. l\Iarriott well observed, '\Yhile I adlnire the 
courage of the IIebdomadal Board in producing such a 
statute at such a time, I cannot agree with them in this mode 
of showing it.' 
Some clever Latin hexameters were circulated as ' having 
been picked up in a first - class carriage, on returning from 
the opening of the Crystal Palace on the loth of June.' 
A. just and elegant con1pliment to the Queen's well-known 
punctuality occurs in the introductory lines :- 


'l:t ventum ad sedes, omnes considere jussi 
Reginam expectant, non ut te, candida Dido, 
U Cune/antem thalamo," 
ed fixo tempore certam.' 
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Of the rest of the lines, sixty in number, a specimen will 
suffice :- 


, Et jam progreditur, patriæ justissima curn, 
Alberti con
ux, hilari \Ïctoria vultu. 
Intranti Costæ choms assurcxerat omnis, 
Lablachiusquc tonans, argutaque Clara Novello.' 


July 7. The Oxford University Bill having at length got 
into the IIouse of Lords, Lord Derby's amendn1ent, to give 
the election of the Hebdomadal Council to Convocation in- 
stead of Congregation (as proposed in the Bill), was rejected 
by 99 votes against 72. This assuredly was a wise deter- 
mination. \Vhat a hubbub throughout the country, at every 
vacancy, was thus prevented! The Congregation, as ne\\ ly 
constituted (about 256 in number and regularly resident), 
fonns a constituency sufficiently nun1erous and locally ac- 
quainted with the qualifications of candidates. 
Sept. 7. The dreaded cholera again showed itself in Ox- 
ford, and continued to carry off its victims through this 
month, though in small numbers compared with the former 
\'isitation. Happily, it disappeared as October cOlnmenced; 
but it was thought safer by the authorities to call up the 
Undergraduates a week later than usual. 
Oct. 24. Our New ...-\..cademical Constitution was inaugu- 
rated, i. e. the election of 'the Council,' to supersede the old 
Hebdomadal Board, took place; viz. six IIeads of Houses, 
Dr. \Villiams of New College at the head; then six Profes- 
sors, ::\Ir. Hussey being far ahead of the others; and lastly, 
six mell1bers of Convocation, 1\Ir. l\Iansel being slightly 
ahead. l\Ir. l\Iarriott and l\Ir. Pattison being equal, a fresh 
trial took place on a subsequent day, when l\Ir. l\Iarriott 
came in. Of course, the excluded Heads felt for a time 
somewhat like San1son robbed of his locks, rather sore and 
shorn of their dignity. One IIead of a House, Dr. Cardwell, 
Dd2 



4 0 4 


RECOLLECTIONS OF OXFORD. 


18 54 


a most valuable and experienced member, was elected into 
the Council at the second voting, as a Professor. A for- 
tunate thing, certainly, thus to secure his services; but as 
a rule the three classes should be (and were intended to be) 
kept distinct, as representatives of their respective bodies. 
In November, Archdeaèon \Vilberforce, following the sad 
examples of Newman, l\Ianning, and his own brother Henry 
(following also the course of his own recent writings), left 
his high position in the Church of England and joined the 
Church of Rome. IIis case was strongly put, in a paper 
of the tin1e :-' This learned, an1iable, and pious man finds 
hilnself, by the natural process of hi
 own argument [about 
the Roman See as the source and centre of all authority], 
if not a heathen, at least a heretic. IIis baptism, his earlr 
training, his confirmation, his orders, his ministrations are 
all ignored and go for nothing. He n1ust begin his religious 
life oyer again, be new baptised, confirmed,' &c. 
Nov. 9. At a very full n1eeting of the Street Commis- 
sioners (a great many of theln being of the University), 
a long discussion took place on a plan of getting rid of the 
, sewage' by carrying it away in a covered sewer, so as to fall 
into the Thames below Sandford Lock! l\Iuch talk naturally 
followed, and much questioning of Sir \V. Cubitt, but this 
scheme 1 on so expensive and vast a scale has not yet been 
shown to be practicable; and, however desirable for Oxford, 
what would be its effect on the Thames? 
In this November nearly forty designs for the New 
l\Iuseum were exhibited for several days in the Radcliffe 
Library for general inspection and a final selection of one. 
The interest excited by them was immense, and the ques- 
tion ' Gothic or Grecian?' was everywhere discussed. The 
1 Now. in 1868. impossible, thanks to the late Act of Parliament for 
purif}'ing the Thames. 
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designs were distinguished by mottos or devices, and almost 
all of thcm (the one adopted especially) were vouched for 
as not likely to exceed Æ30,ooO in the erection.- 'Ve have 
lived to see (in 186 I) that the sum of .t8o,00o has been 
called for, with the certainty of a still further demand. 
Towards the end of 1854 appeared a work entitled' The 
Literary Remains of Henry Fynes Clinton,' consisting of his 
Literary Journals, &c. He was one of the best Greek scho- 
lars connected with Oxford, as is shown by his 'Fasti 
Hellenici,' the produce of many years of application. But 
either he was ungratcfully forgetful of his obligations to his 
Alma l\Iater, or she (as represented by the Christ Church 
Tutors of his day) had been negligent in the cultivation of 
his peculiar talcnt; for in his Journal he complains that 
, during seven years of Oxford residence he never received 
a single syllable of instruction concerning Greek accents, 
or Greek metres, or the idiom of Greek sentences; in short, 
no information upon any point of grammar or syntax or 
metre.' lIe was matriculated in 1799, and ,died in 1852. 
December. The :i\Iuseum Committee (Dr. '''' ellesley, 
Dr. Acland, Professor Phillips, and l\Ir. Butler of Exeter 
College), after selecting six of the forty plans, reduced 
those six to two - one Palladian, the other Gothic, or 
rather Rhenish-Gothic-for the final choice of Convoca- 
tion. The Rhenish-Gothic was adopted, but it will take 
many rears before old Oxford eyes can get accustomed 
to a style which, while it presents 111any parts and points 
extrelncIy bcautiful, yet leaves lnany others naked and uglyt, 


1 The effect is like that of some churches thus quizzed in Pug-in's 
· Contrasts: '- 
· Some raise a front up to the church, 
Like old \Yestmin
ter AbLey; 
And then they think the Lord to cheat, 
.And build the back part shabby.' 



406 


RECOLLECTIO
'
S OF O){FORD. 


J854 


to say nothing of the vast exposure of roof, and that broken 
into so many and various elevations. A considerable part 
of the north side and the whole of the east side should 
at once have been planted with poplars or other tall trees. 
The inside, however (and that is the main thing), is impos- 
ing; very interesting fron; its valuable collections, its various 
n1arbles and statues, well adapted to its purpose, and sur- 
rounded with Lecture-rooms and a Library. 
Dec. 22 died the venerable President of l\Iagdalen Col- 
lege, Dr. Routh, in his hundredth year. It is singular that 
he left no n1emorial of hilllself (in the shape of an exhibition 
or scholarship or prize) which might perpetuate his nmne 
in a College over which he had so long presided. IIis fine 
and e'.:tensive theological library he conveyed by deed of gift 
to the University of Durham, with which he had no apparent 
connection, but which (he probably supposed) was ill provided 
in that department of literature 1. His funeral was most 
solcn1n and impressive, a large choir chanting the funeral 
service, with a procession round the cloisters. 


A.D. 1855. 
(B.A. only '237. :M.A. 189. Hon. D.C.L. at Commemoration, 17.] 
Feb. 18. The new Congregation held its first n1eeting, but 
only a few formal n1attcrs \vere gone through. The ear was 
certainly struck by the soun< of the vernacular from the 
mouth of the \"rice-Chancellor. 
l\larch 3. The first Statute of the Hebdomadal Council 
was promulgated according to the new forn1 and submitted 
to discussion; it consisted mainly of the abolition of' old 
clauses, to make room for the new enactments in favour 
1 A few years befpre his cl
atÞ one of tbose heavy folips feU from his 
hand a5 he was taking it down from the shdf, and striking his foot, 
caused him pain for some time. To th
 sympathy of a fr\end, \\ ho called 
soon after, he replied, 'Y e:). indeed, Sir, l\lÉ')'a ß,ß^lov pÉ')'a KaKòv.' 
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of Nonconforming members, at matriculation, at examina- 
tion, and at the first degree. Several amcndments wcre 
proposed, but as thcy were not adopted by the Council, 
thc Statute, three days afterwards, was brought a second 
tilHe into Congregation, to be put to the vote, but not dis- 
cussed. Dr. l\Iarsham notwithstanding began to offer ob- 
jections to the Statute, but was not allowed to proceed; 
he subsequently printed his views in a Letter to the \Tice- 
Chancellor. All the clauses of the Statute were resisted, 
but unsuccessfully, all of them being carried by a large 
nlajority. The largest nUlnber of Non-Placets (viz. 3ï) 
",,"as against the clause which enacted 'that Disscnters' 
(or, euphoniously expressed, 'persons not examined in 
theology') , should take up additional books in lieu of the 
divinity examination.' An odd sort of composition, cer- 
tainly! On the whole, the freedom of debate in English 
and the pri,"ilege of offering amendments for the considera- 
tion of the Council were felt and acknowledged as great 
impro,'ements and effective safety-,"al\'es. 
The new Council took alarm at the small number of B.A. 
Degrees, and invited the opinions of members of Convoca- 
tion as to the cause or causes of the falling-off. The new 
attraction of nlilitary life and adventure (though aCC0111- 
panied with the horrors of Ralaclava and the trenches before 
Sebastopol) had certainly drawn away sonle few, who had 
either not begun or had not finished their intended academic 
career; but one main cause might certainly he found in the 

e"erity of the Exanliners and the nUInber of Teslamurs to 
be obtained before the Bachelor's gown I could be put on. 


I The first Degree is attainable in a shorter time than formerly, i.e. in 
little more than three years, and in that time four Te.\ta71lUYS are to be 
gained; meam\ hile, as young men must have their boating or cricketing. 
-nay, they should have it,-there is scarcely left sufficient time to ple- 
pare for so many E:\.aminations. 
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The nunlber of B.A. Degrees in each of the last seven years 
was as follows: 300,307,312,306, 35 6 , 26 3, 237. 
l\Iarch 20. A debate took place in Congregation respect- 
ing Professors, especially as to religious tests to be required 
of them. Dr. Ogle moved an exelnption from such tests for 
the Professor of Anatomy. Professor Price recommended 
a negative instead of a posith'e test, e. g. ' I, (A, B) declare 
that I will neither directly nor intlirectly teach or assert any- 
thing detrimental to the doctrine and discipline of the Church 
of England : '-this was seconded by ::'tIr. Butler of Exeter 
College, in a very luminous speech. Dr. Pu:::;ey, in reply, 
concluded with what at least was very beautiful if not very 
con,'incing, , That it would be absurd to make a distinction 
between theological and non-theological Professors. A.ll 
the sciences moved like planets round the sun of God's 
truth, and if they left their course, they would be hurled 
back into chaos.' 
In this month of l\Iarch, the Council (sweeping along in 
its work, like new brooms) sent forth' no end' of new Statutes 
and propositions,-especially about Private Halls and Pro- 
fessors' Stipends,-at that time modestly required not to be 
less than Æ300 a year. Dr. Rawlinson's absurd rules and 
linlitations respecting his Anglo- Saxon Professor were, very 
properly, doomed to be rescinded. So also as to the I(eeper 
of the Ashmolean 1\1 useum. 
In l\Iay several Statutes of more or less importance were 
proposed and carried; amongst others, that no election of a 
Bedel, Verger, or Divinity Clerk should take place (in case 
of a vacancy) till some intended alterations should have been 
proposed. This was the first signal of the coming attack 
upon the old staff of the U nh'ersity; inasmuch however as, 
in case of a ,'acancy, an election by the existing Statute 
would come on (even in Long \Tacation) intra Irl'duum, that 
hasty proceeding might well be prevenkd from recurring. 
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[In June, it was ordered that no election (except for l\I.P.) 
should take place in Vacation.) 
Late in l\Iay a great improvement for all parties, in pay- 
ing and receiving fees for Degrees, took place; viz. that 
they should be paid in the Apodyterium 1 at 9.30 a.m. on 
Degree-days (the Degrees being conferred at 10). 'The 
Proctors,' it was said in the printed notice, 'will be present;' 
-but the extra half-hour then required was soon found 
irksolne, and the delicate question of subscription or non- 
subscription to the Thirty-nine Articles (which was now 
first made optional for the B.A. Degr _e) was left to the 
Yeoman Bcdel, before long, to be altogether discontinued! 
l\Iay 19. The 'Priz'ate Hall Statute' was carried in Con- 
vocation, nem. con., no one caring mUl h about it. It came 
into the world in a chilly state and met with a cold recep- 
tion; it was, in short, 'llobocfy' s child,' and it is no wonder 
that it has not thriven. 
A '"ery good and sensible Statute was passed at this time 
(by 24 to I I votes, only 35 persons caring about a really 
important measure), which directed 'that all future Statutes 
should come into force at once' (unless some particular time 
were specified) without the previously required delay of 
thirty days,-\vhich was tireson1e to wait for and often for- 
gotten. Also the sum of Æ200 was voted to be divided 
among the most approved of the non-accepted authors or con- 
structors of the l\Iuscum plans. )\.1 the same time a proposal 
in Convocation to grant Lt350 for th
 purchase of a set of 
Assyrian sculpturcs was rejected, by 20 votes against 12. 


1 This term, borrowed from the ante-room attached to the baths of 
the Greels, is so far appropriate as applied to the -locus ubi vestimenta 
tXlI1m/lIr; '-the vestimenta being the inferior gowns 
tripped off, when 
the /ogæ slIperioris gradÛs illdll1m/llr. At all events it i", a more classical 
name than that of an adjoining place, - The Pig-market' ! 
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::\Iay 24. A most inlportant and sweeping Statute was 
promulgated' Concerning- University Fees and Dues.' It was 
a tHost elaborate and skilful production (worthy of Dr. Jeune, 
the l\Iaster of Petnbroke and his financial talent), being (with 
, Some Unofficial Explanations' which accompanied it) the 
result of 111uch patient 1abour, research, and calculation. 
Among those who were especially affected by the proposed 
1\?o7'æ Tabulæ of Fees and Dues, 1, as an Esquire Bedel 
(whose incotne entirely arose frotH such sources), was, of 
course, deeply concerned. I naturally felt alarn1ed at first; 
but I at once experienced the kindest consideration fron1 
the Council and, as representing them, Dr. J eune, with whom 
I had fr
quent conferences and by whom all my staten1ents 
and calculations were most equitably considered. In short, 
I am bound in justice to say (after six years' experience of 
the New Table and of the compensation granted to me for 
abolished Culds 1 and altered Fees) that I have had no reason 
to regret the serious alterations then made, or to complain of 
their results. 
June 6. The above Statute, with all its great changes, 
was re-promulgated, in consequence of a few of the amend- 
n1ents of the former Congregation having been adopted by 
the Council. 
June 2. Q
ford had to lament the loss of her di
tin- 
guished Greek scholar, Dr. Gaisford, whose place Alma 
1\Iater would be puzzled to fill up with anyone man. The 
standard of classical education has, confessedly, been greatly 
raised in Oxford since Dr. Gaisford's early days; and con- 
sequently a great many more scholars (of a high kind of 


1 This tenll 'elllel' being now quite disused, it is necessary to add that 
it was a small quarterly- charge put to all persons' names on the College 
books and forming a pal t of the income of the Esquire Bedels: the 
"ord, like the French word' cucillette,' was a corruption of' collectum.' 
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scholarship) have been produced; but scarcely anyone 
stands out 'in alto relievo' in the department of criticism 
and philology which the Greek Professor's death has left 
vacant. Indeed we do not see scholars, detached from 
tutorial studies and duties, come and devote themselves to 
scholarlike pursuits, for the genuine love of Greek and 
Greek authol s as Gaisford and Elmsley did 1. Drs, Liddell 
and ScolI, of course, take a high place as learned lexico- 
graphers, but they are too much involved in the duties of 
their high position (though a high position did not seenl 
greatly to affect Dr. Gaisford) to be likely to add much to 
their high reputation in this line 2 . l\Ir. Linwood of Christ 
Church once gaye hopes that the mantle of Elmsley had 
fallen upon him; but he has not as yet fulfilled that expec- 
tation. If indeed the amiable Professor Jowett would cease 
to meddle with doubtful theology, and devote himself entirely 
to the studies of a Greek Professor, he would soon either 
induce Convocation to raise his Professorial income to its 
proper standard, or shame Government into a suitable en- 
dowment of his Regius Professorship. l\Ieanwhile, it is a 
comfort to feel assured, fronl the incidental improvement in 
Greek scholarship which his lectures have undoubtedly pro- 
duced, that Oxford is not likely again to approach the state 
of things in 154-0, when (we are told) Greek was so little 
known in the University, that if a Greek passage occurred in 
a lecture on a Latin author, it was usually 
kipped or 
1 \\fiat is here said ought to have protected me from the charge [in 
the 'Pall )13011 Gazette' of K ov. I I, I 
6
] · of 1l0t being aware of the 
scholarlike minority or under-current of studious residents in Oxford.-at 
the early part of this century.' 

 It was said that Gaisford, on his visit to Germany, had some diffi- 
culty in escaping from the' 1lmarmung' of some of its scholars, exclaim- 
ing (in the apprehension of a 'kuss' on both cheeks) · Ohe ! jam sat is, 
amice. ' 
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shirked (as the phrase now is), with the observation 'Græcum 
est, non potest legi.' [Since then, to the comfort of all par- 
ties, the Chapter of Christ Church has handsomely endowed 
the Greek Chair.] 
June 16. The important Fee SIalule was finally carried 
in Convocation, to come into force at the beginning of thc 
following l\Iichaelmas Term. Onc or two of its clauses 
were faintly opposed. 
In June (' leollllm arida nutrix '), the Commemoration \\ as 
greatly enlivened by the presence of our Chancellor, Lord 
Derby, who made a splendid speech 1 at Dr. Acland's soirée 
in the Radcliffe Library (in reference to the intended l\Iu- 
seum and the extension of scientific studies) on the Tuesday 
evening, June 19. On the next day, 'Yednesday, he con- 
ducted, with great tact and 'gracefulness, the business of 
Convocation in the Theatre, conferring the IIonorary De- 
grees, &c. In the afternoon of the same day he performed 
(what was indeed the great object of his yisit to Oxford) 
the ceren10ny of laying the f,?undation-stone of the l\Iuseum. 
The scene altogether was most imposing. The Chancellor 
and the Uniyersity dignitaries were elevated on a large stand 
or stage, in front of which (in a large enclosed area) ladies 
and gentlemen were assenlbled in great numbers, duly ad- 
mitted by tickets, including a strong choir of men and boys 
conducted by Sir F. Ouseley. On the outside of the inclosed 
space stood a large, well-behaved crowd. The Chancellor's 
Fnglish oration, energetically spoken (not read), was worthy 
of the occasion and of his high reputation as an orator. 
The other parts of the ceremony, nlusical and devotional 


1 His Lordship in this speech (as he did in another, some time after, 
at a meeting of the BJ itish Association) declared himself to be, ' as to 
Science, quite an ignoram-:'ls.' 'Yould we had a few more such among 
our Oxford nobles! 
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(for the Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Cotton, delivered a long prayer, 
e\"ery one kneeling), ",ere well conducted. The weather too 
was, fortunately, nlost propitious. 
Oct. 10. l\Iichaeln1as Term began with the new Table of 
Fees, for l\Iatriculation, Degrees, &c., &c. The actual sum 
paid by individuals, on graduating, was not much reduced, 
except in the case of those who, under the old system, would 
have been Grand-Compounders. The B.A. pays Æ7 10S., 
nearly the same as before; the l\I.A. .tI2, about .t2 less 
than fonnerIy. The sum being the san1e in all cases, the 
husiness of paying and taking the fees was very greatly 
simplified and accelerated. The Table is printed in the 
Statute-book and hung up in the Apodyterium, so that men 
come knowIng what they have to pay, and many with the 
exact amount in their hand. 
During this sunlmer, and indeed during the whole long 
period whilst the l\Iuseum was being built, it was very grati- 
fying to see the good effects of the thoughtful, good feeling 
of the University authorities, who caused a temporary mess- 
room and a reading-room to be constructed, close to the site 
of the l\Iuseum, for the use and comfort of the workmen 
there employed. This building was opened by the Vice- 
Chancellor, &c. with a dinner for the workmen; books 
were purchased for their leisure hours, a respectable female 
was established there, with a fire for cooking, and morning 
prayers undertaken to be kept up by the Y"ice-Chancellor 
and othcr clergyn1en. 
Nov. 8. The peculiarities in the academical dress of Ser- 
vitors were abolished by a liberal Statute; this good feeling 
had originated with Dr. Liddell, who set the good example 
at Christ Church 1. The chief peculiarity was, the absence 
J Christ Church indeed is the only College \\ hich still retains Ser- 
vltors; Jesus and Pembroke had some ,,,ithin my 'Rccollection;' 
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of the silk tassel on the cap; the other (but less observable) 
was the absence of little plaits or folds on the flring wings or 
'leadÙzg stri1lgs' attached to the Commoner's gown. 
In the beginning of December, Dr. l\lacbride and l\Ir. Go- 
lightly brought a fonnal complaint before the 'Tice-Chancellor 
against l\Ir. Jowett, on the ground that, in his Notes upon 
St. Paul's Epistle to the Thessalonians, he had by implica- 
tion, if not directly, assailed the doctrine of the Atonement. 
1\Ir. Jowett, on being required by the \Tice-Chancellor to 
renew his subscription to the Thirty-nine Articles, did so 
without hesitation 1. In consequence of this charge the 
University pulpit, during the following year, resounded with 
frequent \"indications of this distinctive Christian doctrine in 
a series of sern10ns, by different persons, but soon after 
published in one Yolun1e. 
A proposal at this time from the Council to appoint a 
'Law Lecturer' for three rears, at Æ300 per annum, and 
'to be nOll1inated by the Council,' was dropped, chiefly, it 
was said, in consequence of a Circular by 1\lr. Rogers, in 
which he asked' why the work could not be done by one 
or both of the two Law Professors?' 


A.D. 1856. 


[B.A. 281. 1\1.A. 250. Hon. D.C.L. at Commemoration, 12.] 
This rear began with a great and ob\"ious imprO\'elnent in 
the Cathedral Service at Christ Church, under the auspices 
of Dean Liddell. The prayers 'at 10 and 5' (which had 
been, for years immemorial, read by the chaplains, w,hile the 
choir responded in a slovenly monotone) were now chanted 
N. B. I see in the Oxford Calendar for 1869, that at Christ Church the 
tenn Servitors is changed into Exhibitioners. 
1 '0 yes (said he). just give me a pen.' 
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or intoned; not wcll, of course, at first, the chaplains being 
new to the work, but still the Scrvice was made more like 
what Cathedral Service should be. It is no longer hurried 
through, for a congregation consisting of a single Canon 
and the choir, but is carefully perforn1ed bcfore an increasing 
number of persons, strangers and residents, well-seated and 
civilly treated by the vergers l . 
The beginning of Lent Term brought with it a long (and 
rather sharp) printed correspondence between Professor Price 
and .L\Ir. Ashpitel of B. N. C. about the total blank in the 
l\Iathcmatical First Class List of the preceding l\Iichaelmas 
Term. l\Ir. Ashpitel represented the l\Iathcmatical Exa- 
miners on that occasion, and l\Ir. Price had been the private 
tutor of two or three n1en who (contrary to his expectation 
or calculation) had droppcd into the second class. It is not 
prctendcd here to report the particulars of their squabble. 
If Examincrs are fallible, the fact need not be exposed 
bcyond their o\vn body. 
Feb. 12, In a Congregation held for altering certain 
clauses in old Statutcs, partially obsolete, a proposal to 
assign the Theatre organ-loft (called in the proposed Statute 
'suþerÙts þegma') as the seat for Doctors of lJIuszC, at the 
Encænia, having been objected to by Sir F. Ouseley on 
behalf of his brother-doctors, was withdrawn. The ques- 
tion, however, as to their seat in the scmicircle was still lcft 
ill dubzo,-with the tacit understanding that a l\Ius. Doc., 
if he prescnted himself, Inight sit with the other Doctors by 
sufferance, but not by right. I did nOL
 and do not, believe 


1 "fiat can induce Dr. Corfe to allow the extraordinary mode of 
chanting the Psalms at the Cathedral, i. e. not singing the verses al/er- 
1lately, or antiphonally (as is the universal Cathedral usage) but chopping 
every VI rse in two,-the men and boy
 ever beginning but ncycr cnJing 
a sentence? ! 
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the correctness of what was then asserted, that Dr. Phi1. 
Hayes had ever sat there, since he always had his proper 
place as Professor, at the orgaJl, a handsome benefaction 
being left to the Professor of ::\Iusic by Lord Crewe for hi
 
services on the COll1memoration-day. The argument that 
their splendid gown anù. hood (the n10st showy of all the 
University costumes) were obviously intended to be dis- 
played on such a show-day, was ingenious and plausible, 
but it did not convince the plainer-dressed l\Iasters in Con- 
gregation 1. 
I have always, however, doubted their claim; for being 
inferior to the l\Iasters (as non-members of Convocation), 
why should they take precedence of them and be honourably 
seated, while the :\Iasters are left standing in the crowded 
area? I, am also of opinion that the only Doctors of l\Iusic 
that ever (tin the late unrepeated experiment) sat in the 
semicircle where F. II. Graaf and the famous Joseph Ilaydn; 
and that they sat there as having been then presented to 
the Degree in the Theatre, I Ionoris causá, and not as 
regular. Doctors of :\Iusic. See' Recollections and Collec- 
Nons' in I 79 I- 
F eb. 12. The Statute De Bcdellis ,vas promulgated in 
Congregation; but as I have a pretty large stock of ' Recol- 
lfdiems' . connected therewith, it will form the subject of a 
separate chapter, next to this. 
l\Iay 3 I. In the Comme
oration-week the 'Radcliffe 
Sermon' was preached by Dr. Hook, in New College chapel 
(St. l\Iary's church being under repair); the collection was 
unusually large, viz. ÆI06. A new feature was introduced 


1 C The semicircle on the North part of the Sheldonian Theatre is fop 
Doctors, Koblemen, or Inceptors in the superior Faculties.-A Professor. 
or Doctor in :Music, Grrmmar, Rhetoric, or Poetry is but equal with a 
Bachelor of Arts.' Anthony \Yood, III. p. 723. 
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into the gaieties and hospitalities of the week, viz. a splendid 
de)
'i;ller, under an immense spread of tents, in ,V orcester 
College Garden. It was givcn by the l\Iasonic Lodge on 
thc occasion of presenting a grand picce of plate to 'Brother 
Beach,' P.P.G. n
 (whatever that means) of Oxfordshire. 
June 4.. Our Chancellor again visited Oxford and pre- 
sided in the Theatre at the admission of twelve I-Ionorary 
Degrces. The Prince Consort, the Prince of Baden, and the 
Prince of Prussia were present. 
July 19. A Convocation was held (Ùt I;ong VacaIÙJ1/) in 
which the Degree of D.D. !!JI DiPloma was conferred on the 
Bishop of Gloucester (Dr. Baring), afterwards, by translation. 
Bishop of Durham. 
In November the new )Iusic Statute was put into full play, 
with its staff of Professor, Choragus, and Coryphæus or Pre- 
centor. The Professor (Sir F. Ouseley) at once began a 
course of lectures,-a phenomenon which had not been wit- 
nessed in Oxford for many years. The Choragus (Dr. Elvey) 
set to work in earnest to form a weekly class for the practice 
of vocal music; he, and the Coryphæus (Dr. Corfe) with 
another class, working alternately. The classes were at first. 
I believe, tolerably numerous, but, as the novelty of the thing 
wore off, they gradually came to nothing. Dr. Elvey, I know. 
found it heavy work; and the' Societates jam privatim con- 
stitutæ' of the l\Iusic Statute (i. e. the Amateur Club, the 
several Glee Clubs, and 'the Plain-Song Society') supplied 
the acadcmics with as much music as they either cared for 
or could find time for. Bcsides this, the I2S. a term, paid 
by each member of the class, did not remunerate the in- 
structors so wcll as private lessons. 

ov. 7. A remarkable funcral took place (viz. that of a 
young chorister of )Iagdalcn Colleg-e choir, named Bzrd) at 
the burying-ground of St. Cross. The boys of the school, 
Ee 
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about forty in number, folIo" eel the hearse to the cemetery, 
where they were met by a surpliced choir of thirty. The 
Burial Service was sung with great feeling and thrilling 
effect. N'. B. The InonUlnent soon after raised to the poor 
boy's I11emory-upon a scale rather large and grand for its 
little occupant-pro\"okèel the following expression :- 


Oil af/roachillg the large tomb of a litt:e boy. 
. I saw the tomb and cried, with deep surpliç;e, 
.. Surely some great one 'neath that structure lies." 
I read, arid found a little "Bird" at re
t, 
- \ bird too humble for so large a nest.' 


The 1110nth of 
o"enlber was Inarked by increased energy 
among our young men in what they denominate 'Athletic 
Sports.' Not only has foot-ball been borrowed from Tom 
Browns at Rugby by Totn Browns at Oxford, but, in addi- . 
tion to foot-races, hurdle-leaping, and the like, the absurd 
exhibition was introduced of mCll (and gC1ltleme1l) jumping 
(or attempting to jump) 'in sacks SL'lfJed up to the shoulders, 
forty yards out and forty yards in, round a flag!' In com- 
parison with this, which of course' convulsed the spectators 
with laughter,' the \\ heel-barrow race and the donkey-races 
were quite legitimate and classical. 
K ov. I I. In Congregation a sweeping but judicious Sta- 
tute about the Çycle and duties of the Proctors, was carried 
br 50 votes against 39. In Conyocation, Nov. 2.3, the ma- 
jority for the Statute was 25. The new Cycle being forn1ed 
on a calculation of ' X ames on the Books,' not of ' l\Ienlbers 
of Convocation,' l\Iagdalen, K ew College, and some others 
lost their frequent turns for the Procuratorial office; oth(rs, 
especially Exeter, gained those turns. The Halls also were 
admitted to the Cycle for the first tilne. 



CHAPTER.XXI. 


. :Kunquam omnes moriemur inulti.'-Virgil. 


The Statute De Bedellis, A.D. 18 5 6 . 
Recollectiolls Ùt A.D. 1857 and A.D. 1858. 


FLu. 12. The new I Iebdomadal Council, which had 
superseded the old Hebdomadal Board in 1854, had only 
been two years in existence, when they surprised the U ni- 
versity by a Statute, De Bedellis. I say 'surprised the 
University' deliberately; for when or where had the necessity 
or the mere idea of such a proceeding been mooted or con- 
ceÏ\.ed? \Yho was aggrieved by the continuance of appoint- 
n1ents of older date than most of the Colleges, of an estab- 
Ii
hment only in proportion to the state and dignity of the 
University? For this Statute (which was considered to be 
simply a plan for getting a few hundreds a rear to endow 
a Professorship or two) proposed to discontinue (as we died 
off) the office and title of the three Esquire Bedels and (in 
name) the three Yeoman Bedels, appointing, in the place of 
the six, two' l3edels,' simply so called, and two' Sub-Bedels' 
Ee2 
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- the forn1er with an inco1l1e of æ ISO, the latter of t I 00 a 
year. A':5 soon as the Statute was announced, I did my best 
to stir up an opposition; but being almost single-handed, no 
wonder I was beaten, by the great weight of thc Council and 
the VIS inerll"æ of most resident l\Iasters. The Statutc was 
carried in the essentials, though clipped of some of its strange 
accon1panilnents; of this kind, was the novel idea of calling 
upon one of thc two junior Esquire Bedels to discharge the 
duty of ' scriba' or secretary to the \Ïce-Chancellor-that is, 
a new and additional office, indefinite as to timc and work, 
and without any additional remuneration! This was, de- 
servedly, rejected in Congregation. As a proof, by way of 
corollary, of the unfairness of such a proposed arrangement, 
the '-'Ice-Chancellor aj"krzvards had a scribe or secretary 
voted for hin1 (and a very proper and almost necessary 
thing too), but with a proportionate salary! Another 
clause too was rejected, as n10re like the contrivance and 
manæuvring of a petty Gern1an prince to make a show on 
grand occasions, than the proceeding of an old English 
University; viz. after the reduction of the old staff to four, 
, to clap on t\\O sham Bedels, to be dressed up, on any extra- 
ordinary occasion, in the left-off costume, and carrying, pro 
tempore, the old time-honoured staves !' 
\
 ested interests (and, I am bound to add, my own 
especially) \\ ere guarded anJ preserved; but I exerted 
myself against the uncalled-for change \ not only from a 
natural and, I hope, pardonable esprzÏ de corps, but also 
from a conviction (which has grown upon me ever since) 
that the change would unfavourably affect the dignity of the 


1 ,As I was not only pardoned but even applauded, at the time, for 
the Spilit shown in oppo::.ing this Statute, I trust that the same indul- 
gence will be extended to this egotistical record of it. 
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University and tend towards A mcriCGllÙÙlg our Alma 1\Iater. 
At Cambridge, not long before, an attempt to strike off one 
from the triumvirate of Esquire Bedels had been rejected 
in the Senate IIouse; and I ,,,as not a little cheered by 
ldters of sympathy and encouragelnent froln Dr. Leaping- 
well, one of the Can1bridge .Esquire Dedels 1. 
In consequence of two or three Amendments to the Sta- 
tute having been adopted by the Council, it was promulgated 
afresh, on the 21st of February, and on the 2nd of l\Iarch 
the Statute was first brought forward for voting. The 1st 
clause, viz. for' reducing the number from six to four,' 'for 
dropping the titles of" Esquire" and " Yeoman" and sub- 
stituting those of " Dedels" and" Sub-Dedels,'" was actually 
(and ought to have been finally) rejected. The majority in- 
deed was not large-42 Non-Placets to 38 Placets. So also 
was the 2nd clause-requiring one of the (existing) Esquire 
Bedels to do the extra work of secretary to the 'VÏce-Chan- 
cellor-Non-Placets 53, Placets 4+. This latter clause was 
never repeated, but the former was again proposed (after 
being formally rejected), but not till l\Iar 19. It was indeed 
asserted in a circular that the question had been lost, in the 
forn1er Congregation, by the accidental tardiness of several 
voters; but to my knowledge there were also tardy voters 
on the Non-Placet side. The main proposal was, however, 
again submitted to Congregation, and carried, by a slight 
majority. Three days afterwards the same rcsult took place 
in COIl'vocatio1l, where I had hoped bettcr things. I raised 
my voice even in Convocation, in a speech which I sub- 
join. 


1 
ince the above "as written Dr. Leapingwell died, highly respected, 
but has no successor; for, by a recent enactment, inconsistent Cambridge 
has lopped ofT one of their Esquire Bedels, or BcdHls, as they" rite and 
accentuate it. 



4 22 


RECOLLECTIO.':S OF O)(FORD. 


18 5 6 


N. B. This oratiuncula, indeed the whole chapter, Inay be 
read or passed over according to inclination. 
, lnsignissime 'Tice-Cancellarie, favoren1 tuum et indulgen- 
tiam, ut et venerabilis Domûs Convocationis obsc-ero, dUln 
hanc arripio occasioneln ad libel alitatem et justitian1 hujus 
., l\Iagnæ Congregationis' provocandi. Hoc Statutum Dc 
nedellis non parvi mOlnenti esse videtur, quippe quod (ele- 
phanto simile isti famâ illustrato, propter pondus SUUIll et 
magnitudinem Ùt duabus eveclo 1lelz , z'bus) in dllabus C011grega- 
tÚ.mibus seþaratim et frustatJill approba'tum est. l\Iodus iste 
ingeniosus suffragiorum ad arbitrium eligendorum et assuen- 
dorum in men tern antccessoribus nostris vix unquam venerat ; 
nee quideln, ut opinor, in Hovis hisce temporibus de re ullå 
aliâ conatus fiet ejusll1odi. Dc nedellis nihil non, ut videtur, 
ct dici et agi possit I Et hoc, de ColllglO, ut ita dicam, 
ministrorun1, qui apud Oxonienses benevolentiâ, titulis hono- 
rariis et proventu liberali per quingentos, ad minimum, 
annos usi sunt. 
Sed plura dicere cupiens, patientiâ vestrâ, Academici, non 
abutar. In hac totâ re non SOIÙIU ordini nostro, vetcri et 
honesto, consulere volui, sed etialn, et maxime, dignitati et 
honori dilectæ A.lmæ l\Iatris subservire. Annorum quin- 
q uaginta l\Iinisteri urn me et amore gratoque an
n1i affectu 
O"\:oniæ nostræ devinxit, et mentcm tilnore, vano fortasse 
sed vero, implevit, de aliis in pejus mutationibus quæ ex 
hujus Statuti exemplo, quasi e fonte profluere possint. 
Sed futura futuris relinquamus; hodie vestruln est, .Aca- 
demici, hanc vexatam quæstioncm suffragiis vestris dijudi- 
care; nostrum est (ut pro collegis mecum dieam), sententiam 
majoris partis humiliter aecipere. Ego tamen si sileam, ipsi 
hi parietes, ipsi nostri baculi voce cþwvâvTL UVVÉTOLUL vos invo- 
earent, opprobrium hujus Statuti suffragiis vestris a\'ertere; 
" 
Iagistri ad suffragan dum." J 
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But all in vain! The Inajority, however, of only six votes 
(5;' to 49) was no great triun1ph. One of the Esquire 
Bedels, l\Ir. Forster, has since died; :\lr. IIarrison will 
probably continue to maintain the office and its title when 
those who assailed both shall have resigned their offices 
and Hiles. The writer of these 'Reminiscences' (though 
old) is still (1860) able to bear his gold 1 staff without 
staggering under its weight. The greatest weight he feels 
is his debt of gratitude to Almighty God for IIis great 
mercies, and to the University for a great amount of kind- 
ness, liberality, and consideration, fronl first to last, and 
of patient indulgence and forbearance during the struggl
 
here described. 
A curious feature of this measure (the Bedels' Statute) was 
the fact that Dr. Pusey, as a member of the IIebdomadal 
Council, was the constructor and advocate of it. As its 
ackno\dedged parent, he supported his measure by means 
of printed circulars and speeches in Congregation. In some 
of these (while he displayed a tender regard for us [Esquire 
Bedels] as being' o\"erpaid and underworked '), he suffered 
himself to use rather strong expressions, which, on being 
complained of, he subsequently softened down. I trust that 
he will not be offended if (in justice to him and myself) 
I close this long-spun yarn with his \"ery kind note and 
explanation :- 


, 
I Y DEAR SIR, 
· I am sorry to see from some of the papers which have come out. a::; 
well as to hear from your speech in Congl Lgation, that this question 
about the Esquire Bedels' office has Lcen matter of personal pain to 


1 :\ot e:xactly gold (aureus' but silver-gilt (auratus)-or, as in the 
Statute, 'lÜauratus,' an allowable wo:-d, but as also suggesting the oppo- 
site meaning, and recent decision. of strippi1lg riff, rather than laying 011, 
gold) not so good or classical as inazl1-a/us. 
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you. It is natural that you, as the holder of an office which has been 
of more importance than it can be again, should desire earnestly that it 
should be retained or restored. Y 011 have passed a respected life in 
it. But surely one may differ as to the nature of an office, or its value, 
without being supposed to throw any slight upon its holder. It was a 
pain to me to speak of the office in the prcscnce of its holders, since 
I could not estimate it as they did. Rut I meant to avoid cvcrything 
which could give offence or pain. \Yhatever is done, I hope you will 
not thinh. anything can be mcant disrespectful to yourself, who are 
senior to most of us, and whom we have always respected. 
· 'Yith eyery good" ish, yours faithfully, 
· E. ß. l)USEY: 


, Feb. 29, 18 5 6 . 


In conclusion I must say, that though I have not changed 
Iny view of the measure, I am more willing than I was in 
1856 to allow for' the diiferazl jaint if Z'ztW' from which 
others then regarded it. For many reasons I have a high 
respect for Dr. Pusey, though I have always thought that he 
had failcd to ilnprove grcat opportunities of keeping the 
balance between 100 1Jluch and 100 lzïlle, between 100 high and 
100 low. If I have in any expression gone too far, I here ask 
his forgiveness and indulgence. As to the Bcdels' Statute 
I accept his explanation, with all respect due to one so 
greatly my superior; and waiting God's good time for re- 
moving me from the duties of my office and all other earthly 
cares, or, it nlay be, the University's liberality in relieving 
111Y short remaining tilne by a full pension (for there would 
be no successor waiting for my departure), I here take 
leave of a subject naturally interesting to me, but, I fear, 
tiresome to others. 
P.S. In 1866 I was allowed to retire from my office 
(which I had held for sixty rears) on a liberal pension. 
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[B.A. 269. \1.A. 
.p. lIon. D,C.L. at Commemoration, 14..] 
:\Iarch 3. _\. new Examination Statute was promulgated 
by the Hebdomadal Council, in which it was proposed ' to 
relieve candidates from the necessity of passing in two 
Schools at the " Great Go," or Final Examination; to give 
them their choice out of five Schools instead of four; to 
abolish the honorary Fourth Class; to allow the sufficiency 
of two Examiners' signatures out oj'three, for the Testamur; 
and to dispense with the compulsory attendance on Pro- 
fessors' Lectures.' It was, however, received with formidable 
opposition on the part of the Tutors 1; the debate, after 
being very lengthened, was continued by adjournment to 
a second day, and numerous alnendmcnts were handed 
in. [The confessed object (and a very good object too) of 
one or two of the above-mentioned proposals was, to 
diminish the nunlber of failures (or 'plucks ').] It was some 
time before the Council rallied from this rough treatment of 
their new Statute; and it was not till late in April that a very 
modified form thereof was circulated 'for consideration.' 
( () The First Public Examination (colnmonly called' l\Iode- 
rations') was to be left unaltered. (2) The final Schools to 


1 How was it (it was asked) that the 
I.A. members of the Council 
(,,,ho were sent thither to represent the opinions of the other members of 
Convocation) showed themselves so ignOlanl ùf, or so regardless of the 
,,,ishcs and opinions of the Tutors, as to sanction a 
tatute so sure to be;: 
opposed? \"ere they overlaid and outvoted by the other t\\ 0 thirds of 
the Council? Do they not sit in the Council as the Tribunes of the 
people did in the Roman 
enate, to e>.pre
:) the sentiments and opinions 
of their order? Might they not communicate \\ ith that order more 
formally and frequently than they do? 
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rcmain four (not Ih'e, as lately proposed) ;-þoelry and 
scholarship to be restored (as before 18.3 I) to the final 
Classical School. (3) The propos3.1 to allow two instead of 
all three Exalniners' nanles to the Testamur was withdrawn; 
(4) Enforced attendance on some one Professor's two courses 
to be continued. (.3) A mark of distinction was proposed 
for those who should shine in their Divinity Examination. 
1\Iay 5. Two elections took place in Convocation. For 
the Poetry Professorship :-..\rnold 363, Bode 278. 
For the Political Economy Professorship :-Kcate 194, 
Rogers 130, Senior 128. 
l\Iay 12. 1"'he new but much modified Examination 
Statute was again promulgatcd, and again roughly handled 
in Congregation,-scveral amendments being proposed 1. 
June I I. In consequcnce of those amendments having 
been adopted by the Council, this in-fated but well-intended 
Statute was promulgated a third tilHe. The discussion, 
or debate, was again a long one (being adjourned to 
a second day), and threatening as to the result (further 
alnendlnents being still poured in). These, however, were 
not adopted by the Council. Consequently, on June 16, 
when the measure (purporting to be a new Examination 
Statute) was put to the vote in Congregation, Íourteen out 
of sixteen clauses werc rejected by very large nla jorities. 
So ended the labours of the H
bdomadal Council 2 . 


1 :\Iay 12. In Conyocation, a form of Statute for the Middle Class 
E",amination 
in "hieh the title of A.A., or Associate in Arts, was 
introduced) was carried by eighty-one yotes to sixtcen: A separate vote 
took place on the titlc, which was carried by sixty-two votes to thirty- 
eight. QuelY: Is this title of A.A. ever adopted? The two vowels do 
not take. 
2 The surviving members of the superseded Hebdomadal Beard must 
have smiled at seeing it
 young sUPlkmter 
o cavalierly trcated by the 
new Congregation. 
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The Tutors, who in this question were indeed too strong 
for the initiative body, were influenced, I believe, by an 
honest conviction that the existing system was not only 
good, but that it had not yet had full time for its entire 
development. There \,'as also, of course, a reluctance to 
change or 1110dify their own mode and course of teaching, 
and possibly a tacit approval of plucking, at least, those 
who would not, as well as those who coulJ not, profit by 
their College lectures. 
June 24. At the Commemoration fourteen I-Ionorarr 
Degrees were conferred in the Theatre; Sir Colin Campbell, 
and General \Yilliams of Á"árs, being the great guns J' fine, 
interesting men, and hailed with tumultuous applause; the 
fornler so soon (July 8) to be sent to quell the insurrec- 
tionary war in India, and return Lord Clyde. On the 
preceding clay the 'Radcliffe Sermon,' preached by the 
'Yarden of \\Pinchester, l\Ir. Darter, produced only Æ;j I 
12S. 6d. 
.. \t l\Iidsummer this year (1857) I resigned the master- 
ship of K ew College School, which I had held for fifty-one 
years, the College, always liberal, offering me a halldsonle 
pension. K ot that I was done up or past my work,-but 
who, at seventy-one rears of age, would not thankfully 
accept the ' jam datur otium?' 
In July, l\Ir. K eate, l\I.P. for the City of Oxford, was 
u1/sratal, in consequence of a petition charging him, or 
rather his agents, with bribery, in the shape of a vast number 
of þlzid messengers, being electors, engaged by his committee. 


'Poor Ï\1r. Neate soon lost his seat, 
Upset by his agents for bribery I 
So .. tbe neat's-tollgue was dried," 
\\ïth many jo}.,es beside, 
Quæ nunc csset longum perscIÍbere.' 
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Oct. 27. A hard-fought contest took place in Convo- 
cation for the Clinical Professorship, vacated by the death 
of Dr. Ogle. An unprecedented numbcr of voters came 
up for the election, Dr. Acland, with his large family. con- 
nections and influence, being supported by ... 70 votes against 
Dr. Jacksoll's 222. . 
Dr. Acland had just bcen appointed R.egius Professor of 
:\Iedicine, and it was not expccted by most of the Oxford 
residents that he would aim at the Clinical Professorship 
also. Dr. Acland's plea was, I belicvc, that he could not 
well illustrate his lectures as Regius Professor without access 
also to the sick beds in the Infirmary. Dr. Jackson, having 
lost his election (though 
upported by so large a number of 
votcs), rcsigned his post as Physician to the Infirmary,- 
declining (as he was requested by the Governors) to re- 
consider his determination. 
()n the 6th of N ovcn1ber Dr. Jackson was unanin10usly 
chosen to be Consulting Physician to the 'Varneford Lunatic 
Asylum, in the place of Dr. Ogle. 
Oct. 18. The Proctors, supported by an order from the 
Ilcbdomadal Council (but descending not a little from the 
high tone of former days), expressed, in a circular, 'a hope 
that the Undergraduates would accept in the spirit in which 
they were offered, the following suggestions :-( I) That they 
refrain from appearing in public without their academic 
dress before the hour of 2 p.m. or after the hour of 5 p.m. 
(2) That they at all times refrain from walkÙlg through the 
Schools' Quadrangle without their academic dress, or 
loitering in the public streets.' Soon after, it was said that 
an Undergraduate being procloriscd in the Schools' Quad. 
assured a Pro-Proctor that 'he thought he was all right,'- 
not having walked through the Quadrangle, but merely into 
it by the iron-gate, and intending to return by the same. 
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Another, on being stopped in the IIigh Street on a charge of 
loiterillg there, assured a rèffionstrating 'Pro.' that 'so far 
fronl IOl.kring, he had been" dOlÍzg the High" for exercise, at 
thc rate of four miles an hour!' 0 those Ù
gclliolts but not 
al ways ingenllous youths ! 
Kov. 18 died, beloved and esteemed by all Oxonians, 
D . Philip Bliss, the most deyoted and valuable RegiS/rat 
of the Uni\'ersity for nearly thirty years, i. e. from 1824 to 
1833- I mention that office especially, though he held others, 
because it '''"as in that he gained and deserved the esteem 
and gratitude of all who worked with him in the service of 
the University. By his love of order and systematic punc- 
tuality, by obtaining the large rOODl in the Clarendon for 
the Registrary1, and by his judicious arrangements there, 
he greatly facilitated the duties of his successors, while he 
certainly raised the character and importance of the office. 
There was a sweetness in his manner and address, which 
made it a pleasure to have any intercourse with Dr. Bliss. 
There was no coldness, no chilly reserve, no assumption of 
superiority, no forgetfulness that, as Registrar, he was still 
statutably one of the 'l\Iinistri et servientes Universitatis.' 
The fact was, he was so loved and respected, that he had no 
fear of losing his dignity as Head of a Hall and D.C.L. 
Nov, 17. Dr. Livingstone, of African celebrity, delivered 
a most interesting lecture in the Sheldonian Theatre,-or 
rather a simple but animated account of his researches and 
adventures in Africa. lIe had previously been made Hon. 
D.C.L., and on this occasion he appeared in the Doctors' 
red gown. Among other interesting, and of cour:;c more 


1 His predecessors had had no fixed room of office; the present 
Registrary was part of the old Clarendon Printing Office. About a year 
before his death he benefited the University by publishing the · Reliquiæ 
Hearnianæ. t 
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important things, he declared, that having penctrated (beyond 
all other missionaries) into the tribe called Bazcti, he had, in 
an intercourse of sixteen years, so carefully studied and 
practised their language, that he could 111aster it bctter than 
(from disuse) he could his o\\n on returning to England. 
His details were mos
interesting, and his unaffected manner 
gained him both fixed attention and hearty applause. At 
Dr. Daubeny's, whose guest he was, he was the AfrÙ:alz 
Non of the evening. 
Dec. I. ..\n uncalled-for Statute was prolTIulgated, 'to 
alter the acadcmic gown for Undergraduates.' A.n idea had 
got abroad that the Commoncrs ùisliked and professed to 
be ashaIned of their gown; anù possibly some of them had 
excused their increasing disuse of it to the Proctors on this 
plea. Indeed, thcre is no doubt, that as the gown 1Z{1'lfJ 
gencrally appears (shabby, fron1 having passed down 
through several generations of 'men,' stripped of one or 
both \\ ings or flaps, shortened, in many instances, up to the 
knees, or still higher from the frequent abscission of ragged 
helns,-made of a worse n1aterial than fonnerly, and often 
exhibiting evidence of having been constructed by a non- 
academic tailor, probably mamma's or sisters' work) it too 
often presents an unseemly and even ungentlemanly ap- 
pearance; but till of late years it certainly was not so, On 
the contrary, the Con1n10ner's gown, formerly made of what 
was calIeJ 'Prince's stuff,' though light and airy, was not 
flimsy, nor flabby, nor shabby; but being worn by. young 
men, dressed as ge1ltlemen then were, it was justly considered, 
not an imposing certainly, but a light and graceful toga for 
those of our gens logala who had still to \York for their 
sleeves. Certainly the Proctors of 1851 took up the idea of 
a change of costume so earnestly, that a Statute for the 
purpose was prepared by the Hebdomadal Council, and after 
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much gra\'e consideration, serious consultation with some in- 
fluential Undergraduates (and, it is to be presumed, with some 
influential tailors), a lU!'W model gOWll for Scholars (whose ac- 
customed gown wa
 to be given up to the Commoners) was 
exhibited in Congregation 1; it was shaped like their old gown, 
but heavily laden with velvet at the back of the neck, and 
a strip of velvet brought do\\'n some way in front. Altogether 
it had a clumsy appearance, and would make most Scholars 
look like 'hogs in armour!' The proposal, however, with 
the exhibition of the model gown, led to all sorts of 
suggestions, SOlne of then1 very strange, to Oxford ears; e. g. 
::\1r. Neate, of Oriel, proposed that the Undergraduates 
should be released from the gown altogether,-a proposition 
for which, if carried, neither 
\lma 
Iater nor the Oxford 
tailors, his late constituents, ,,"ould thank hin1. But he is 
one of thf" clever, privileged men, who are expected when they 
rise in Convocation (still n10re in Congregation, since by the 
recent Act of Parliament' ici on parle 
\nglais,') to propose 
son1ething odd, and say something amusing. l\Ir. Tweed, 
of Exeter, would not meddle with the Scholars' gown, but 
would give the Commoners the plain sLÏk gown, worn by 
Students in Civil 
aw and l\Iedicine [not a bad idea as to 
appearance, but the difference in cost would be considerable]. 
::\Ir. Lake, of Dalliol, would dress Scholars and Commoners 
alike, i. e. in the Scholars' gown. l\Ir. Rogers would not 
alter these dresses, but (in his usual levelling n100d) ,yould 
make Noblemen and Gentlemen-Colnmoncrs wear the usual 
Commoners' gown. 
One would have thought that such a reception \\'ould have 
stif1ed the statute in its cradle, in other \Vord
, that its parents 


1 The Clerk of the Schools, wearing this gown, was desired to walk 
up and down the Convocation House, to be inspected by the House. 
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\\ ould have withdr
wn it from further public notice. But 
no,-in a subsequent Convocation (Dec. 10) it was put to 
the vote in its original shape, and rejected by fifty-nine votes 
to thirty-eight. Such a fuss about dress has not probably 
occurred since the olden days, when the new-made l\Iasters 
of Arts, while keeping as it was called) their Regency at the 
.Act, were fined if they did not present themselves in a sort 
of half-boots, ocreæ (like the bene ocreati or ;ijKv
J1.l.ðf
 AXmol). 
\Yhen I was first in office there was a dispensation annually 
passed, after the Act Tuesday, for any further use of the 
'ocreæ' and other paraphernalia, 'Supplicatio de ocreis et 
crepidi
 et socculis exuendis.' 


.I.\.D. 1858. 


[D A. 277. :\I....\.. 234. Hon. D.C.L. at Commemoration, ï.] 
In January of this year, a prize was offered by Dr. .t\cIand 
anù Sir \Valter Trevelyan for the best essay' On Rearing 
Fish in the Chcrwell and Isis.' Query: Could any such 
, rearing' ever succeed in streams so disturbed by boats, 
sewage, &c.? A former prize offered in 1 856 for an essay 
'On the Fauna of Christ Church l\Ieadow 1 and the ad- 


I Since the recent masonry work and palisades round' the l\feadow,' 
it would be idle to look for any specimens of Fauna or Flora there:- 
'Stone and iron \\ ill soon environ 
A 1I Oxford "alks, or near it; 
But be it known to iron and stone, 
That men of taste can't bear it.' 
This is a Parody on the old, touching lines in the starvatior.-days, to\\ ani 
the end of last century:- 
· Bone and Skin, two millers thin, 
,y ould starve us all, or near it; 
But be it known to Skin and Bone, 
That Flesh and Blood can't bear it' 
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joining 'Vaters,' not having been claimed, was repeated by 
Dr. Acland. Query: Did anything ever come of these 
offers? If 
o, the public, which was informed of the offers, 
might have expected to hear of the result. Or were they 
too 1l1uch in advance for Oxford physiologists, and therefore 
never acted upon? 
Fcb. 2. An Address, to be presented by a Delegacy, was 
voted to congratulate the Queen on the marriage of the 
Princess Royal. 
Feb. 3. Authority was given to thc Vice-Chancellor by 
Con\'ocation to take legal measures for maintaining the 
privileges of the University, as to the dispute with the City, 
concerning the :\Iayor's oath 'to respect the rights and 
privileges of the University' on his admission to ofiìce. 
This proceeding, in a dignified spirit, was intended only 
to bring the citizens to their senses; the University, aftcr 
cnforcing its right, being willing to make concessions to the 
City. After some swaggering on one side, and forbearance 
on the other, the matter was amicably settled, and future 
l\Iayors relieved from a ceremony under which their prede- 
cessors, till quite recently, had ne\'er fretted, and to which 
(or something like it) the High Sheriff for the County does 
not scruple to conform 1. 


1 
\s a contrast between City and University feelings, represented by 
customs, on the arrival of the Judges for the Assizes, the City salutes 
them with a peal of the cheerful Carfax bells, the University announces 
the fact by the solemn tolling of 
t. Mary's grcJ.t bell. The prisoners in 
the County gaol (in the da}s of hanging for aU sorts of offences) were 
said to listen earncstly to these oppo
ite sounds and, according to their 
respective temperaments, draw omens of acquittal or condemnation. I 
believe, however, that the University kllell (as it \\ as called) was only in- 
tended as a signal for the Heads of Houses and Proctors to meet the 
Vice-Chancellor at St. l\Iary's, to go thence in procession to wait on 
}<' f 
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Feb, 23. In Convocation, the proposal that' No 1\Ioderator 
or Examiner shall examine yivâ voce a candidate of whom 
he has been the þri'l'ale Tutor within the space of t\\ 0 years,' 
was carried by twenty-one yotes against eight. Only twent}- 
nine members of Convocation taking the trouble to vote on 
a question of no little practical consequcnce! The same 
restriction had been previously imposed on public (or College) 
'Iutors. 
Feb. 25. A ceren10ny, most interesting to me, took place 
in the hall of K ew College; viz. the presentation of a tes- 
timonial (in the shape of an elegant silver ink-stand and a 
handsome silver salver) from some of my former pupils at 
i\ ew College School, in their own language, ' beneficiorum 
haud immemores.' Having recorded so Inany things about 
others, my cotemporaries, I trust I may be forgiven this 
allusion to my scholastic labours' per annos plusquêlm quin- 
quaginta.' 
The obituary of this month of February contained the 
names of two persons long known and greatly respected 
in Oxford. The first, Afr. Sll1)'d, 'Varden of All Souls, 
was for thirty years at the head of a Society of which he 
was a fit and graceful representative. fIe had for some 
months been in ill-health, caused probably, or at least 
aggravated, by the advent of the University Commission, 
and the prospect of coming changes, which had 'cast their 
shadow before them.' Inneed, he actually resigned the 
Headship, to the astonishment of everyone, and the great 
regret of his College. Still clinging, however, to Oxford, he 
purchased a house in St. Giles's, but before he could take 


their Lordships and present them with gloves. The gloves, white kid 
with gold lace trimmings, are still presented, but the procession is 
discontinued, the Vice-Chancellor and othels assembling at the Judges' 
Lodgings. 



18 5 8 


.JIODE OF VOTI,VG IN COJVVOCATION. 


435 


possession he sunk under his illness, and was laid in the 
'ultimJ. domus' of his College Chapel. 
The other, Dr. John Bull, Canon of Ch. Ch., equally 
distinguished for refined manners and good taste, had also 
high claims to respect in Oxford, his native city, both as 
a sound and elegant scholar, an impressive preacher, and 
an admirable man of business. He had well earned the 
good fortune which marked his career; and if from his 
pluralities his revenues were considerable, his charities, 
private and public, were also on a large and liberal scale. 
Both he and his cotemporary, :\1r. Sneyd, though possessing 
all the requisites for insuring (as far as it can be insured) 
a happy ll1arried life, died unmarried. Perhaps they had 
heard and adopted a bOil mot of ::\1r. Sneyd's predecessor 
as 'Varden (Dr. Legge, also Bishop of Oxford), who, when 
the Prince Regent jokingly said, 'I think, my Lord, there 
should be a special, high tax on all bachelors,' replied, 
'I quite agree with your Royal Highness, - all luxuries 
should be taxed.' 
l\Iarch 8. In Convocation, a statute was passed (nem. 
con.) which greatly improved and facilitated the mode of 
voting in elections in Convocation, viz. the simple presenta- 
tion to the ,rice-Chancellor and Proctors of a written form, 
previously fillcd up (in the Apodyterium or elsewhere), with 
the names of voters and the candidates voted for. The 
superseded plan (which will, like everything superseded, be 
soon forgotten) was a tedious process (attended with much 
crowding and pressing) of writing the respective names in 
succession on papers lying before the '.'ice-Chancellor and 
Proctors,- followed Ly an amusing rather than a solen1n 
ceremony (at this time discontinued) of burning the voting 
papers in a brazier brought into the IIouse for the occasion, 
before the Proctor could announce the result of the election. 
Ffz 
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On' the same day, the sum of ÆI295 I8s, was voted in 
paynlcnt of a London surveyor's bill for 'representing the 
Colleges and Halls in the valuation of rateable propcrly in 
the University and City!' N. B. This valuation was only 
a check on the' City' valucr, l\Ir. Shaw (whose bill was 01lly 
t 1..1-32 os. 6d.,-besides the costs for an Act of Parlianlent 
paid out of the joint rates)-not to mention 1\Ir. l\Iorrell's 
bill of Æ2 18 I IS. 6d. J will only remark that these valua- 
tions were perfunctory and superficial; for instance, no one 
asked to enter or inspect my house (or those of my Ïtnme- 
diate neighbours); the valuer looked, en passan!, to the 
frontage only, than which, in most cases, nothing is more 
delush'e; 'fronti nulla fides.' \Ye felt aggrieved on finding 
that so hasty and slight a process was made a ground 
for raising our house-rent and, consequently, our poor- 
rate, &c. 
April 27. The first public examination for a 1\1 usical 
Degree (if that could be called public which attracted no 
public attention) took place in the l\Iusic School. Two 
persons were examined and both passed. 
1\Iay 14. In Convocation there was a grand jield-dq)' (as 
the soldiers have it) for and against the l\Iuseum votes; four 
proposals were rejected and elcven carried. 
] une 15. On Tuesday in the Commemoration-week the 
'Radcliffe Sernlon,' though preached by a Bishop (Dr. 
Yïlliers, Bishop of Carlisle), produced only .t36 4S. The 
sum "as at least as short as the text, ' \Vhat seek ye ?' As I 
have said elsewhere, the increasing engagements and gaieties 
of the week unfit visitors from attending this service; and 
it is too long and heavy to attract residents. 
June 17. The first Examination under the Statute for 
the :i\Iiddle Classes (or rather 'of persons not members of 
the Unh"crsity'), boys and young men, was held in Oxford 
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(as also in cleven other places). The Vice-Chanc
llor 
(Dr. \Villian1s) addressed the Oxford candidates in the Con- 
vocation I-Iousc, and their masters were entertained in the 
. e\ening in the hall of Xew College. 1\1r. Sewell of that 
College had devoted himself to the previous arrangements 
for the Examination. 
Oct. 8. Dr. '\Tilliams, \Varden of New College, resigned 
the office of Yice-Chancellor, not to resume it, as he might 
ha.\"e done for two more years, but 'for good,' as people 
say; and certainly for his good, i. e. his rest and comfort. 
His concluding speech was a splendid specimen of good 
Latin and good feeling, recommended by his fine voice. It 
was, in short, quite a refreshing ren1iniscence of old times. 
For himself he did wisely in resigning an office which, 
adn1irably as he discharged its duties, took too much out of 
a man at his time of life. He had come to the office, or 
rather the office had come to him, much later in life than to 
most Yicc-Chancellors. Alas! that the pruùence of his re- 
tircment should so soon have been proved by his death! 
Oct. 26 died the Rev. Vaughan Thomas of C.C.C., for 
many rears an active, influential l\Icmbcr of Convocation; 
but for some cause or othcr, of disgust or offence, he had, 
several years before his death, removed his name from the 
Univcrsity books, though constantly residing in Oxford. In 
his best days he was a frequcnt speaker in Convocation; he 
had been highly valued for his superintendence of some of 
our public institutions and charities, but rather impatient of 
interference with his autocracy. He was a strong partisan, 
and though not uncharitable to perso1ls, he was unbending in 
his antipathies to parties and opinions different from his own. 
\Yithout Inuch claim to be considered a theologian, he had 
the crcdit (?) of lcading (though hut for a time) the 'perse- 
culz"Oll' of Dr. Hampden. \Vith all his energy he on that 
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occasion was only put in the fore-front of the battle (a post 
he was always ready to occupy) by deeper and more subtle 
thinkers, who for a time Inade use of hinl, but soon shot 
ahead, far beyond him. His' I-Iigh Churchism' was not of 
the Tractarian kind, but rather what has been called' High 
and Dry.' He was an elegant scholar and highly respected. 
Oct. 27. A meeting of a most interesting nature was held 
in 1\Ierton College hall, when a testimonial (in the form of 
a complete set of Communion plate, silver-gilt) was pre- 
sènted to BiShoþ Hobhouse by his parishioners of St. Peter's- 
in-the-East. Seventeen years of devoted labours, marked 
by an affectionate and earnest interest in the individuals as 
well as families of his parish, made each and all feel his loss 
as sOlnething that could neVèr be replaced. 
Kov. 4. A contest took place for the Professorship of 
Anglo-Saxon, which had lately been put on a better footing 
and released from se\'eral absurd restrictions (imposed by 
its founder, Dr. Rawlinson), as well as made tenable for life, 
instead of being transmitted, at the end of a seven-years' 
tenure, by a Professor who has just got into his work, to 
another who had probably to learn his lesson. Dr. Bos- 
worth (not long before incorporated as D.D. fronl Canl- 
bridge, and a distinguished Anglo-Saxon scholar) had 140 
votes, against 1\lr. l\Ietcalfe, Fello\\ of Lincoln, who had 
only 38. 



CIIAPTER XXII. 


'Omnia fert ætas.'-Virgil. 


Recollections fro}}t A.D. 1859 to A.D. 1860. 


A.D. 1859. 


[B.A. 300. M.A. 258. lIon. D.C.L. at Commemoration, 6.] 
JAX. I.f. ...\ novel case came on in the Vice-Chancel1or's 
Court. l\Ir. Parkinson, )1....\., of St. l\Iary Hall, appealed 
against a fine of .f5 imposed by the Proctors, for riding a 
race (dressed, of course, in jockey costume) in Port :\Ieadow, 
in defiance of a Pro- Proctor's remonstrance on the spot. 
The Æ 5 had been paid under protest, and the case excited 
considerable interest, as the privileges of an l\I.
\.., Or even 
a D.D., seemed to be involved. The case was ably argued 
on both sides by counsel engage:! for the occasion. Dr. 
K.enyon, the ...\ssessor, reserved hi
 judgment. .After a con- 
siderable interval, the judgment gave back the 1:5 to :\Ir. Par- 
kinson, on the ground that it had been imposed on a wrong 
Statute, but leaving the general question pretty much what 
it was before! Each party had to pay his own expenses. 
Feb. oJ. The notorious l\Ir. Barnum from America adver- 
tised a lecture (to be given in the Town Hall, by þt'rmlssz"Oll 
if 'he Vice-Chancellor and the .LJla)'or I) on ' ::\Ioner-n1aking,' 
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with illustrations of 'Humbug.' Gra\'e people went about, 
saying, "Yhat next? is there not humbug enough already 
in Oxford? .As for money-making, with the exception 
of tailors and money-lenders, it is rathcr behindhand.' At 
the lecture l\Ir. Barnum was roughly treatcd by the Under- 
graduates, who called him' Prince of I-Iumbugs;' he coolly 
called them' silly boys,' laughed at their 'geese-like sibilla- 
tion,' and pocketing the large receipts, walked off with the 
IIoratian consolation, , Plaudo mihi ipse domi.' 
Feb. 12. l\Ir. Gladstone, having vacated his seat by accept- 
ing the office of lIigh Commi

ioner of the Ionian Islands 
(and that only for a couple of months), inflicted upon the 
University the trouble of going through the ceremony of re- 
electing him l\I.P. for Oxford. Someficll'rs had been thrown 
out for a candidate to oppose him, but produced no result; 
which also, I believe, might be said of his High Commis- 
sionership, notwithstanding his eloquent addresses to the 
islanders in Italian. \Vhy not in modern or (what he is so 
well at home in) Homeric Greek? 
::\Iarch. The talked-of plan (since carried out) of removing 
the zoological specimens from the Ashmolean to the Univer- 
sity l\Iuseum suggested the question, "Vhy was EIÙlS Ashmole 
never enrolled among the University Public Benefactors?' 
I presume the answer would be, 'Because, though he fur- 
nished the building called by his name with a certain amount 
of curiosities, more or less valuable, and a library, small 
indeed and injured by neglect and careless treatment, yet 
curious and unique, the University was at the expense of the 
building which received his collection.' 
1\1 arch 19. Dr. Acland's announcement that the Radcliffe 
Trustees had assented to his proposal to remove the books 
contained in the 'Radcliffe Library' to the library of the 
I\Iuseum, on the plea, ' that the specimens and the books ill us- 
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trative of them might be studied together,' very naturally 
suggested the question,-' According to this, should not the 
books on botany be transferred rather to the Botanic Gar- 
den?' :\Iany persons certainly were surprised that the 
Curators should convert the building into an U nivcrsity 
Reading Room, subsidiary to and dependent on the Bod- 
leian. The noble structure has since been christened (some- 
what arrogantly) as 'The Camera Bodleiana 1.' Query: \Vill 
the ground-floor, when fitted up for books, be called' The 
Camera Obscura?' N. B. This ground-area has, at a great 
expense and with great ingenuity, been lighted, floored, and 
furnished with shelves capable of receiving the overflowings 
of the Bodleian for many years. 
April 7. In Convocation a Statutc was passed for abolish- 
ing the University Sermons 'from Christmas Day till the 
Latin Sermon before Lent Term, excepting those on the 
great festivals of the Circumcision and the Epiphany,' which 
\\erc retained by the intervention of Dr. Hawkins. \Vhen the 
Long Vaca!zoll Sernlons were discontinued (in 18 19) 1 pro- 
phesied (in a written lnemorandum) that the discontinuance 
of the Chris/mas Vacation Sermons would soon follow; not 
expecting it would take forty years to bring it about. The 
sermons on what were called Court days (the Gunpowder 
Treason, Charles's l\Iartyrdom, and the Restoration) were 
also discontinued, those days being, by authority, no longer 
observed. The long services and sermons lnight well be 
droppcd; but a single special prayer (to keep alive the 
memory of man's wickedness and G0d's mercies) might 
wisely have been introduced on those days into the Church's 
daily service. The sermon on the Accession day is still 
kept up. 


1 1 believe it ha.;; since been more justly called 'The Camera Rad- 
cliviana. ' 
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June 2. The Statute 'De armis non gesl(l1zdÙ' was sus- 
pended by a decree of Convocation, in order to allow the 
formation of an University Rifle Corps. 
July I. The strong feeling occasioned at Oxford by 1\lr. 
Gladstone's imputed inconsistency (a feeling shared by 
many of his supporters, though they could not make up 
their minds to vote against 'Oxford's Inost talented son') 
showed itself in the stubborn attempt to place the l\Iarquis 
of Chandos in his place. After five days' polling the num- 
bers stood thus :-For Gladstone, 1050; for Chandos, 859; 
majority, 19 I. 
It was reInarked at this time as flattering to Oxford, that 
in Lord Palmerston's ì\Iinistry (by joining which ::\Ir. Glad- 
stone offended many of his constituents and tried the good- 
feeling of n10re) there were in the Cabinet six of our First 
Class men (three of them Double Firsts), and out of the 
Cabinet there were in office four First Classmen. 
July 2. In Convocation a Statute was passed (since found 
to work badly) by which what was called 'Compulsory 
Attendance' on some one Professor's lectures was abolished. 
And what has been the result? '...\. beggarly account of 
en1pty (benches),'-' no end of Notices' of a Course, and 
inyitations to call at such an hour at such a place; but the 
notices were in most cases unnoticed, the invitations voted 
uninyiting ! The idle youngsters, released from the necessity 
of attendance on a Professor's lecture, ran off from their 
College lecture to their boating, or cricketing, or thcir billiards. 
\Yhat would College lectures themselves be, as to attend- 
ance, if Undergraduates might attend or stay away ad Hbi- 
lunz" 6\ great cry had been raised on the commencement 
of the new era, under the joint auspices of Parliament, the 
Comn1ission, and the Council, as to the wonders to be 
wrought by the Professoriate; but, notwithstanding an in- 
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creased staff and better endowment, how little impression 
has been made, in that direction, on the minds of youthful 
students or on their established bias (prejudice some may 
call it) in favour of the classical literature they had learned 
to love, or at least to study, at school! Either, then, the 
Professors must wait till the incipient attention to sClentific 
,;tudics in our schools (especially our public schools) shall 
have borne more fruit, or they must persuade Convocation 
to replace the screw and make the young ones come, by a 
genlle compulsioll, to the fountains opened for them. 
At the same time a n1easure was carried in Congregation 
(and approved in Convocation in the following :\Iichaeln1as 
'fern1) which even in these days of change and reform sur.. 
prised everyone; so little could such a thing have been 
thought possible, Inuch less desirable, a year or two before!. 
But one 'i1llþrtn'emCl1l' makes room for another, and there- 
forc the unlooked-for proposal to abrogate the necessity of a 
three weeks' residence between the Degrees of B.A. and 1\I.A. 
(or what was called 'keeping the .i.1Iasler's Term ') excited 
very little opposition. There was indeed a little talk of the 
good use to which those three weeks n1ight be turned, of the 
kindly interest with which Bachelors of .Arts revisited Aln1i.l 

Iater, attended divinity lectures, frequented the Bodleian, 
and listened to sermons at 81. :\Iary's, during those three 
weeks: observations which were mct by counter-assertions 
(and for the most part true ones) as to the enforccd waste 
of time, the interruption of higher duties elsewhere, the 
additional expense of hired lodgings, 
ind the renewal of 
College' battels,' Some commberation was (and very justly) 
felt and expressed for the lodging-house-keepers (chiefly 
respectable College servants) \\ho had always reckoncd upon 
these Tern1-keepers for the payment of their rent. The 
argU1l1cnts, however, were stronger, or at least more accept- 
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able, in favour of the measure, which was rightly considered 
as a great boon to many B.A.'s who, though desirous to 
become l\Iasters for various reasons, nevcr could find time, 
from their pressing duties elsewhere, for such a residence. 
It was carried without much difficulty, and, from the increased 
number of 
Iaster
 Degrees for several Tenns afterwards, 
proved to be a considerable bonus also to the University 
Chest. 
Oct. 17. The Prince of \Vales 'came up' to keep his 
fìr
t Tenn at Oxford, being regularly Ï\latriculated as a 
u1ember of Christ Church, though living with his' governor,' 
Colonel Bruce, in a house especially taken and prepared for 
him, called 'Frewen I-Iall' (from its having been formerly 
lived in, perhaps built, by Dr. Frewen, l\I.D., of Christ 
Church; indeed, it seems, till the Prince took it, to have 
alwa} s been occupied by the PrqfessÙm,-by Dr. Vivian, Sir 
Christopher Pegge, Dr. Kidd, 1\Ir. Fisher, 1\1r. \Vyatt). 
In1mediately on his arrival, he was waited upon by the 
\Tice-Chancellor and Proctors in full procession. His 
,lppearance on that occasion was that of an amiable, grace- 
ful. ingenuous youth, \\-ith more of his n10ther's features and 
expression than of his father's; not imposing certainly, but 
perfectly easy and unembarrassed. Considering his father's 
connection with Cambridge as the ChanceUor, Oxford had 
reason to feel flattered by his commencing his academical 
studies with us. During the fi\"e or six Terms of his 
residence, the young Prince gained golden opinions by 
his easy, unaffected bearing, and took with him, at his 
departure, the loyal good wishes of aU Oxford, University 
and City. 
Oct. 18. The splendid new Chapel of Exeter CoUege was 
consecrated, having been built, notwithstanding its elaborate 
workmanship, in an unusually short time. It is one, and 
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the most striking, of the results of the spirit and energy 
which of late years have marked the progress of thi
 
Socicty. I have no right to criticise this production of 
:\Ir. Scott's skill and genius, but I confess, that, exquisite as 
it is, there is something that does not quite please my 
unscientific eye; and this, partly from the great exposure of 
roof above the beautiful stonc-work (an exposure, which 
is a striking feature in most of our recent Oxford buildings 
as contrasted with our older ones), and partly from the 
actual contact with which (like Balliol Chapel) it is wedged 
into the side of the Quadrangle, at its west end. Its ele- 
vation, however, is turned to adlnirable purpose and effect 
in the interior. 
Oct. 27. It was a happy thought in the speech of the Vice- 
Chancellor, Dr. Jeunc, at the :\Iayor's banquet, when in 
allusion to the acknowledged obligations of the City to the 
Cnivcrsity, he said,-' Just consider the very name of the 
City: if Vx-.ford or Oxen-.ford had not become the site of 
an Ulllz r ersl!J', what would it probably still have been but 
a resting-place for a few drovers? Instead of which it has 
become a city of palaces, of towers, and trees, and pleasant 
watcrs.' 
I may be allowed to append to this the (to me) interesting 
fact that the l\Iayor of Oxford on this occasion was myoid 
fricnd (and pupil at New College School for eight rears) 
Thonlas Randall. I low well he was fitted for the important 
position I was well aware; how adlnirably he discharged 
its duties the Uni
ersity as well as the City loudly expressed 
at a subsequent dinner, given in comnlemoration of his 
:\Iayoralty. Discipuli palmæ sunt præn1ia vera magistri. 
N ov. I 7. The q uæstio vexata of the 'Professors' fee' 
(which appeared to have been reccntly settled by a negative 
vote of Con\'ocation) was again revivcd in Congregation, in 
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a proposal to allow Professors to take from each pupil a fee 
of one guinea for cach course of Lectures (attcndance on 
these lectures being no longer compulsory). The votcs, on 
a scrutiny, were equal, i. e. twenty-six on each side. \Yhile 
the Ylce-Chancellor was consulting with the Doctors near 
him as to his giving a casting-vote, happily (or unhappily?) 
a tardy voter came in and decided the matter by gi\ing a 
Non-Placet I-and so the Professors went away with a 
lengthcned face, sighing- 
'Fee, fa, furn I we may well look glum, 
}<'or that tardy ninny has cut off our guinea. 
Fee, fa, fum.' 


Nov. 25. A large meeting of University boaling-1Jlen
 held 
in the Radcliffe Library (Dr. Acland in the chair), was 
callcd by the Presiùent of the Boat Club, to consider the 
best n1eans of preventing boat accidents. A good deal of 
sensible and a little amusing talk took place, and several 
judicious resolutions and desirable things wcre proposed 
and agreed upon; but, as they were for the most part 
restrictive (to a set of youths who would kick at restriction), 
and recommending what could not be enforced, little if any 
good was likely to ensue from the meeting, except what 
might flow, for a time, froB1 this stirring up of the subject. 
I took the opportunity of stating, as University Coroner (in 
correction of a report of what J had said at an Inquest) 
that ' only fifteen liyes (011!)', that is, in con1parison of a much 
larger reported numbcr) had been lost in connection with 
boats in the last thirty year
; but that of these (owing, in my 
opinion, though the young audience would not allow it, to 
the more dangerous kind of boats lately introduced) nine had 
been lost in the last nine years.' 
November. In chronicling the striking incidents and 
varying shades of Oxford life, it is but fair to mention the 
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following Notice, by the ,rice-Chancellor and Proctors, as 
a proof of a growing neglect of manners, the natural accom- 
paniment of a rougher bearing and a coarser exter1lal: 
'\Vhereas complaints have been made that some Under- 
graduate members of the University are in the habit of 
smoking at public entertainlnents, and otherwise creating 
annoyance, they are hereby cautioned against the repetition 
of such ungentlemanlike conduct.' 
Dec. 29. A public meeting was called by the l\Iayor, 
supported by the VIce-Chancellor, to form a plan ' for finding 
employment during Long Vacation for junior College-ser- 
vants' (commonly called' scouts '), amounting, it was sup- 
posed, to at lcast seventy-five in number. Instead of leaving 
them to idleness and thoughtless expenditure at the begin- 
ning of the Vacation, and debt and difficulties at the close of 
it, it was proposed, by opening a regular correspondence 
with hotel-keepers in watering places, and other frequented 
resorts, to obtain for them employment as waiters for three 
summcr months, thus enabling them to save money instead 
of wasting it. Both the l\Iayor and the Vice-Chancellor 
spoke at length on the subject, and arrangements were 
made (which were carried out successfully, and intended to 
be permanently kept in action) for securing this employ- 
n1ent, and thus supplying hotels with help, often difficult to 
be obtained during the short summer season. 


A.D. 1860. 


'To be garrulous and egotistical is the rightful privilege of old age.' 
Guardian PatEr. 
[B.A. 305. M.A. 233. Hon. D.C.L. at Commemoration, 5. 
At the meeting of the British Association, 2.] 
Feb. 16. In Convocation, the Uni\"ersity passed a vote of 
thanks to l\Iiss Burdett Coutts, for a valuable collection of 
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Devonshire fossils, and also for Æ.5ooo, 3 per cents., the 
dividends from which are to be paid to two Scholars, to be 
called ' The Burdett Coutts Geological Scholars.' 
Feb. 23. ...\ statute was passed, requiring those who take 
the 1\1...\. Degree 'to retain their names on the College book
 
until the "Act" after their Degree,' in order to obtain 
insertion in the Registry of Convocation; but will it be 
acted upon any more than the old regulation, which always 
implied that the :\1asters' Degree was not complete till the 
Act was either kept or formally dispensed with? The 
Degr e is what most men care for, not the future suffrage 
(with the expense of keeping the name on the books); and 
as soon as they have been admitted thereto (say, on October 
10, in one fear) who is to make them keep on their names 
till the first week in July in the rear following? 
1\1 arch 22 died Dr. \Yilliams, \Varden of New College, full 
of honours, scholastic, ecclesiastic, and academic. Through- 
out an active and influential life he commanded the respect 
and estee
 of all who knew him. He may be said to have 
been a prosperous man, for step by step his life was Inarked 
by a series of honourable appointn1ents, almost courting his 
acceptance because of his pre-eminent fitness for them. 
I had the gratification of starting with him at New College, 
in the san1e year (1802) and at the same age (16); we 
attended the same lectures, in which I often benefited by his 
elegant and correct rendering of Greek and Latin Classics. 
Throughout his subsequent career he did me many marked 
and essential kindnesses
 both at \Vinchester and Oxford. 
His services are too recent to require any remark as to the 
high tone of feeling and dignity ,,-ith which he discharged 
the duties of Vice-Chancel1or for two years. 
l\Iay 3. In Convocation, a statute for the regulation of 
licensed Lodging Houses, still more stringent than the 
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former one, after fighting its wåy through buccessive con- 
grcgation
, was rcjected by cighty-nine votes against sixty- 
thrcc. 
l\Iay 8 died (after an operation for th
 stone) the Sans- 
krit Professor, ::\1r. \Vilson, always considercd faCile þrÙzceþs 
in Sanskrit literature; his death left the best endowed Pro- 
fcssorship in Oxford open to future con1petition,-and that 
was not long in con1ing, in the persons of l\Ies
rs. l\Ionier 
\\ïlliams and 1\Iax :\Iüller. 
l\1ay 15. An unsatisfactory medical statute was partially 
passed (quoad grad urn Bac. .i.11ed.) after many struggles and 
,'arious alterations. It scelned very unnecessary to split into 
two 1 the one 
tringent Exmnination, which had been in- 
troduced in Dr. K.iùù's tiIne; so that Sl
\'. lesllllllurs 2, froIn 
first to L1St, will have to be obtaincd beforc the Degree of 
Bachelor in .:\Ieùicine can be taken! The \Tice-Chancellor 
put his veto on one or two clauses, leaving the' Treatise' 
for the Doctors' Degree as before. Query: IIow many 
young men will eyer toil through all this, whcn a ::\Ieùical 
Degrce, equally scrviceable (except in Oxford), can be 
obtained by one ,E'xllmÙza!ÚJll elsewhere? 


1 This however is said to be better and easier for the e\.amined, than 
crowding all medical subjects into one Examination. 
:.! This may at first appear incredible; but beside tbe two .1.11edical Ex- 
aminations of this new statute, the Student in :\Iedicine is required to 
have previously passed' examinationes 01111leS ad gradull1 B.A. requisitas.' 
four ;'1 1lli11zber, in 1 R60 ! Before' Dr. Kidd's Fxamination Statute' for 
the Degree of 
I.B. there was at least plenty of ceremony on the day of 
graduation. The resident 1)oct015 in 
Iedicine met at the College of 
the intended Graduate, accompanied him in a processional' deductio à 
domo,' and recci,-ed each of them a fee of lOs. to be charged to his 
account. T" 0 of them (i. e. one besides the Regius Professor) always 
stopped to sign in Congregation a certificate of his fitness for a licence 
to practise. 


n g 
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June 19. The 'Radcliffe Sermon,' preached by Canon 
Stanley, of Christ Church, produced .æ62 I2S. 6d., a rather 
larger sum than usual. 
June 20. rrhc Con1memoration-day. There were six 
Honorary D.C.L.'s, anlong whom were Lord Brougham, 
a former Lord Chan
ellor, and Sir Richard Bcthell, a future 
one. Lord Brougham was received with a strong expression 
. of admiration for his abilities, and respcct for his age. lIe 
seemcd rather astonishcd at his own position ;-having been, 
long before, the fierce as
ailant of Oxford (in the pages of 
the Edinbuqrh Review), he was now wclcOIr.cd to the seat of 
honour with loud and lengthened acclamations. 1\lany of 
the young men in the gallery probably had never heard of 
his anti-Oxford n10\.emcnts, and the eldcr ones willingly 
forgot then1, for the sake of his recent good services. The 
noble veteran was in good health, full of energy and spirits, 
actually !alOckÙzg up n10re than one Oxonian, considerably 
his juniors, in lionising Oxford during two 
uccessive days. 
Sir Richard Bcthell, formerly a Scholar at \Y adhaln. wa
 
duly but more calmly received, as being at home once more 
and on his own ground. The Prince of \Yales was present 
in the Theatre, wearing the Kobleman's dress-gown. 
In this Act Term, Convocation accepted an offer from 
the Dean and Chapter of Christ Church, to remove as a loan 
Dr. Lee's collection of 'lnatomical preparations, speci- 
n1ens, &c. froni the AnatonlY School at Christ Church, to 
the University T\Iuseum, to be there deposited under the 
care of the Linacre Professor of Physiology. One of the 
conditions sounded rather harsh :-' That the whole or any 
part of the collection may be reclaimed at any time by 
the Trustees. Perhaps, however, it was only an inge- 
nious way of quieting their consciences in parting with 
them! Query: \Yhat will be done with the old Anatomy 
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School at Christ Church? 'ViII that also be so kept up 
as 'to be reclaimed at any time,' and restored to its pro- 
per uses? 
June 25. Oxford, for the third time, had the honour of 
receiving the British Association (having done so, first in 
1832, and next in 1847). Especial Ie/at was given to the 
meeting in thc 1'heatre, by the circumstance of the Prince 
Consort being present to resign the Chair (which he had 
filled the year before at Aberdecn) to his successor Lord 
\Yrottesley, an Oxford and Christ Church man. The Prince's 
speech was D1an]y and modest, Lord \Vrottesley's long but 
very interesting, especial1y his candid review of the state of 
scicnce at Oxford in his Undergraduate days, when K.idd, 
Daubeny, and Buckland conduced to its revival. The 
Chancellor, Lord Derby, who came to Oxford on the occa- 
sion out of respect to the Prince Consort, concluded the 
sitting by a graceful speech, proposing a vote of thanks 
to Lord \\,. rottesley for his able address, and alluding plea- 
santly to the days when he and Lord 'Vrottesley (' forty 
years ago') wcre Undergraduates together at Christ Church. 
N.B. Lord \Vrottcsley graduated with a First Class in 
::\lathematics, in 18 19, the same rear in which Lord Derby 
gained the prize for Latin verse. 
The real business of the Association, of course, went on 
through the week, in the different sections in the morning, 
and conz'ersaziones were held in the evening; the new ::\Iu- 
seum, though not finished, being thrown open with great 
effect for such purposes. On Sunday, Dr. Telnple 1 preached 


1 Dr. Temple "as not contented "ith preaching a 
ennon of a 

omewhat lationalistic tcndency to what was, in a great mca
urc. an 
ultra-Libcral audience, hut, having drcsscd it up afrcsh, he prescnted 
it as an Essay' On the Education of the \Vorld,' in the forefront of that 
unhappy volume ' Lssays and Rcviews.' 
Gg2 
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to a crowded congregation. On the next day, lIon. D.C.L. 
Degrees were conferrcd in the T}leatre upon Lord \V rot- 
tesley, 1\1. de la Rive, and Professor Sedgwick. Lord Rosse, 
who \\ as to have shared in the honour, was prevented from 
attending the meeting. On \Yednesc1ay, the loth day, the 
concluding meeting ook place (again in the Theatre, which 
was well filled). The Dean of Christ Church expressed 
a hope that Oxford would not, at a fourth meeting of the 
Association, deser\"e the charge of indifference to science, 
which, 'with SOIne justice,' Lord \\' rottesley had, in his 
opening speech, laid to its charge. 
Kov. 3. In the middle of the day (Saturday) an explosion 
(l1ot theological) took place in St. l\Iary's Church, which 
startled and alarmed the adjacent parts of the lIigh Street, 
broke ahnost all the windows of the church, and tore up 
bodily the YÏce-Chancellor's seat and the adjoining ladies' 
sittings. 'rhe church had been for some weeks dosed for 
laying down pipes to warm it with hot water. .At first 
it was naturally supposed that those pipes had burst, but 
on a careful examination it was proved that gas was the 
cause. A gas-pipe had been in some way disturbed, to 
make roon1 for the hot-water pipes, and partially injured; 
a slight escape of gas had, in consequence, been going on 
till thè day preceding the intended re-opening of the church, 
when a gas-fitter, having tried some fittings dose to the 
'-ice-Chancellor's chair, cJ.relessly dropped the TI1atch he 
had used; the match must ha\"e passed through a crack in 
the floor (which had lately been disturbed), ignited the accu- 
n1ulated gas, and so caused the explosion. The gas-man 
declared that he was thrown by it, over some seats, to a 
distance of several yards. Certainly a person who was 
tuning the organ was forced off his stool and thrown upon 
his back, where he lay fully persuaded that the church was 
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falling upon him. It was indeed a pro\'idcntial thing that 
the explosion did not happen a day later, i. e. on the SUlldcl)', 
whcn the University and the parish services were to have 
re-colnmcnced, and a sermon by the Bishop of Oxford 
would have drawn together a large congregation. It was 
said that a Tutor at Brasenose, who was gÍ\oing a lecture at 
the tÍ1ne of the accident, coolly said to his class (on an im- 
pression that the sound came fron1 the l\Iuseuln), ' There, 
gentlemen, Brodie has done it at last!' Had this explosion 
happened while the church was full, the scene dndependent 
of the parties actually crushed by it) would have been very 
frightful 1. 
Dec. 7. One of the sharpest contests ever known in 
the Convocation House took place for the Sanscrit Pro- 
fessorship. The value of the endowment, the length of 
titne during which canvassing had been going on, and 


I \Ve are told that in 1541 e,'en a false alarm produced a panic, 
which, while it lasted, i::, said to have been awful, though some of the 
circumstances must have made it rather ridiculous; for instance, the 
doors being cho1..ed up by the pressing crowd, the windows were forced 
open; a boy escaped by clinging to a friar's cowl, and one Doctor 
offered .f 20. another his scarlet go" n, to anyone who would pull him 
out, · though it \\ ere by the ears!' 
An alarm also took place at the City. Church on a Sunday-about 
the middle of the seventeenth century. · A terrible \\ ind blew down 
t \\ 0 or three stones on the leads, during service, which occasioned a 
great alarm and outcry-some even shouting" murder." It happened 
that at the moment a trumpet sounded belonging to a troop of soldiers 
then in Oxford :-so that they in the church uied out, that the Day of 
Judgment was come. Some said the Anabapti
ts and Quakers were 
come to cut their throats; while the preacher, )lr. G. Philips, per- 
cei\ing their error, was ready' (so says Sir J. Peshall-after .\nt. \Yood) 
· to burst with lauKhter in the pulpit, to see such mistaJ...en confusion; 

everal of the people hanging from the gallel ies and falling on the hcad.. 
of those who were crowding to the ùoors: 
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the high reputation of the two cOlnpetitors brought up 
an unprecedented number of voters. An ungenerous feel- 
ing operated against l\Iax l\Iüller, as being by birth a 
foreigncr. 


l\Ir. l\Ionier \Yilliams 843 
l\Ir. l\Ia"{ l\Iüller . 6 I 0 


l\Iajority 233 
The year 1860 concluded with a flying yisit to Oxford 
paid by her l\Iajesty, Dec. 12. It seemed to have been a 
sudden thought, and it was very natural that the royal 
n10ther and the Prince Consort should wish to see the 
young Prince of \Vales at his studies in Frewen Hall. It 
was not a visit of state; the Vice-Chancellor therefore (un- 
attended) met the royal party at the railroad station, and 
accon1panied it in the \ isit to the principal buildings and 
colleges, during several hours.. The passing from one place 
to another being done in carriages (and those not open 
ones), the crowds in the streets caught only a passing view 
of the royal featurcs; the pri\"ileged few had ample grati- 
fication of the kind within the several colleges, where her 
l\Iajesty charn1ed eyery one by her gracious bearing and the 
hearty pleasure she evidently enjoyed in being bOl1zSed by 
the young heir to the throne, who (with his brother _<\lfred, 
the Princess Alice and her German affiancé) paid every 
attention to the Queen n10ther- 


(Reginæ) 'taciturn pcrtentant gaudia pectus.' 


N. D. The young Prince, me judke, made one mistake; 
it is (at least, it was) a sort of standing rule in Oxford to 
wear the academic dress in lioni<:;ing ladies. IIis silk gown 
and gold-tasselled cap would have looked well and graceful, 
without being showy or formal. 
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flaying carried these' Recollections' as far as is safe and 
advisable on the principle (already quoted) 'de vzvÙ melius 
est tacerc,' I here, in conclusion, request a favourable in- 
terpretation of anything which may have approached that 
forbidden ground, and bequeath to, I hope, a more worthy 
successor the task of recording events, changes and inno- 
\ ations which Oxford has seen since the year 1860, and will 
continue to see. 
I have lived to see great alterations and I must say (in 
most respects) great ilnprovements in all around The; 
in nothing- more so than in the liberality of feeling and 
kind consideration, which have taken away much of the 
repulsive stiffness of former days, without unduly lowering 
the standard of respect and of 'honour to whom honour 
is due.' 
I cannot take leave of these superficial 'Recollections,' 
which have been long floating in an old man's brain, with- 
out acknowledging the kind consideration of Convocation 
(following the lead of the Council, as that followed the lead 
of the then Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Lightfoot) in granting me 
a liberal pension on resigning n1Y 'staff I after sixty years 
of academical service. 


· Sed jam tempus equûm spumantia solvere colla.'- Virgil. 
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JIAC.1IILLA.tV &- CO.'S GENER_IL CATALOGUJ.; 
Of T / Torks 'Ùl tlte DcparlJJlCJlts of Hzsto , r)' 
Biol:raþh)" Travcls, aJld Bclles Let/res. 
T/Titft so 1Jl C short Account or Critical 
i'lotice concerlling each Book. 


SECTION I. 


HISTORY, BIOGRAPHY, and TRAVELS. 


Baker (Sir Samuel W.).-TIIE XILE TRIBUTARIES OF 
.\BYSSIXL\, and the Sword Hunters of the lIamran Arab
. 
IJy SIR S un'EL \Y. BAKI::R, M.A., F. R.G.S. \\ïth Portraits, 

Iaps, and Illustrations. Third Edition, 8\0. 2 IS. 
Sir Salllud Bal..'er h,'re describes tweh'e mOllths' explorati011, during 
<l,hich he t'X.lIIlÎ1I,:d the ri..'t'rs that an tributaJ")' to the 
'lle from Abyssinia, 
hcludÎ1/g the Atbartl, Settite, RO),tlll, Salaam, ..ll/.
;rtlb, Rallacl, Dillder, 
fllrd the Blue .'
ile. The illtt!rcst attached to these portiolls of Afdc'l di.ffers 
Llltird)1 from thilt of the IVhif: ..'
ltl re
iolls, as the <ühole of UP1" Eg;'Pt 
alld Alry.fsÙ1Îa is capable of d'l'
:o
J1l_-Jlt, all / is Ïlrhabitäl by races hm'in.;- 
some de
 ree of cÙ,ili::,a i011 7 ' <('hit".. C'!'1Itt'a
 Alrd.l is .toeo/led by a race oj 
savages, 'whose JÎt!ure is lllvr_ frobuAlllll ,ce l . 


THE _\LBERT X'V AXZA Great Jhs"n of the Xile, and Explo- 
ration of the 
 ilc 
ources. X ew aì
d cheapt>r I:diticn, ,,'ith 
Portraits, Maps, and Illustrations. T\\ 0 \"o:s. crown tvo. 16s. 
U Bruce 'won the source {If the Blue 1\ T ilt.: Sjeke and Gr(lIlt. WOIl the 
Victoria .rource if the great lI T hite .."It:: a:/(I f h.l
'e bt.'ä: þ.:rmiltäl to 
succad ill comple/illg the ..Yile Sources by the dÙtìJê.yry oj the grmt 
rl'.fe17'oir of the equatorial ,;<'ato-s, the Alba.t ..Y'Jllll::'ll, flom 'l<.'líich the 
rÙ'tr isslles LIS the {,Iltire H'lÚk 1\ T ile."-PRI'FACE. 
A 



::' 


GE1'.ERAL CATALOGUE. 


Baker (Sir Samuel W.) (contim.èd)- 


CAST UP BY TilE SEA; or, The Adventures of KED GREY. 
By SIR SA
IUEL ,Yo BAKER, :M.A., F.R.C.S. Second Edition. 
Crown 8vo. cloth gilt, 7s. 6d. 
, 


" 
1 S/t11J' of ad'i.'elltur
 by SL'a ami land ill the good old st.J'k. It aPþears 
10 us to be the best book of the kind since C lJlastermllll RL'lltf.y,' alld it 1'd11S 
that establisht'clfilvourite velY dose. "-PALI :l\1ALL GAZETTE. 


" .Aó book '(i.,-itten for bOJ's has for a long time crt'att'd so much iJlkre.it, 
t1/" betll so succes.iful. E1 J er)' þare1lt ought t(1 fr(J(JÙIt: his bo)' '((.lith a COp)'." 
DAILY TELEGRAPH. 


Baxter (R. Dudley, M.A.).-TIIE TAXATIO:X OF THE 
Ul'\ITED KIl'\GDO::\L By R. DUDLEY BAXTER, 1\1. A. 8, o. 
cloth, 4S. 6d. 


Tht' First Part of this ';ilork, origiJlalÖ' 1'ead bifore the Statisât'al 
Socie
1' of Londoll, dt'als 'with the Amou1lt of Taxatioll; the Second Pari, 
'ii.'hich 1l(J(i.! Cfl/lstitutes the main þortioll of the work, is almost 
1ltire
J' nt'7l'. 
and embraces the imþortant questions if Rating, of the relatÍ'i.'e Taxatioll 
(!I Land, n.-rsonalf)', ami Illdustr)', and if the dired ejfi:ct of Taxes uþO/l 
Prices. The author trusts that the bod)' of facts here colletit'd may be of 
þermallLwt "i'allie as a 1'ec01'd of the þast þ1'ogress ami þn'sellt conditi01l if 
the þoþulatioll of the U1lited Kingdom, indeþendently of the transitor)' 
rirOf1l1stanccs of its þresL'llt Taxatioll. 


X A TIOK ..\L IKCO
lE. "ïth Colourecl Diagrams. Svo. 3s. 6d. 


l)ART I.-Classification 0/ the Poþulatio1l, llþþe-r, .JIuldle, and Laboll1 
Classes. Il.-Illcome if the United .Az1lgdom. 


" .A pai'lstaking' and ell !ainly most interesting illquÍ1:J', "-PALL 
1AU 
G.\ZETTE. 



ill.STOR}
 BIOGRAPI1Y, 
 TRA I "ELS. 3 


Bernard.-FOUR LECTURES O
 SUBJECTS COKNECTEJ> 
'YITII DIPLO:\IACY. By 
IOU:\TAGUE BERNARD, :\1. A., 
Chichele Professor of International Law and Diplomacy, Oxford. 
Svo. 9s. 


Ftmr Lectures, dealing'ivith (I) The Congress of lVestphaliLl" (2) .s;'StL"lIlS 
tif Policy
' (3) Diplomat;', Past and Present,. (4) The Obligations of 
Treaties. 


Blake.-THE LIFE OF 'YILI L\:\T T3L.\KE, TIlE ARTIST. 
By ALE.XA
DER GILCHRIST. \Vith numerous Illustrations from 
Blake's designs, and Fac-similes of his studies of the "Book of 
Job." Two vols. medium 8vo. 32S. 
These volumes cOlrtaÏJz a Life of Blake,. Sekctiolls from his lVriting. r , 
including Poems 7' Letters; A 1l1l0tated Calt.1logUt: of Picturesalld Drawings
' 
List, <Llith occasionalllotèS, of Blake's EllglavÍ1rgs and IVritÍ1rgs. Thn-,,' 
are aþþ"'1ldt"l1 Engraved Designs by Blake: (I) The Book of 70ó, t;t!t:l'
1'- 
(Jilt: fhoto.lithographs from the originals,. (2) Songs of Ill/toú"nee and 
Exþerience, sixteen of the original Plates. 


Bright (John, M.P.).-SPEECIIES ON QUESTIOXS OF 
PUBLIC rOLICY. By }OHS BRIGHT, :\1. P. Edited by 
Professor THOROLD ROGERS. Two Vols. 8vu. 25s. Second 
Edition, with Portrait. 


" I have di'Z!ided the Spæches contaÍ1ú:d Ùz thae volumes into grouþs. 
The materials for selection are so abundant, that I ha'i'e bt'cll ,"ollstraÍlrt"l1 
tL) omit many a speech 'iJhich is 'worthy of careful þerusal. I hm'e 
naturally giZ-"'1Z promillence to those suliects with 'iuhich 1111'. Bright has 
been ,'specially identified, as, fir example, India, A merica, Irdaml, and 
nlrlia11lelltary Re.ftrm. Bitt nearly every topic of great public illtcrest Oil 
"'
/hich .'III'. Bright has SPO!.."C1Z is represelltäll . these volumes." 
EDITOR'S PREFACE. 


.\UTIIOR'S PorUL..-\R EDITIO
. Extra fcap. 8vo. cloth. Second 
Edition. ÿ. 6d. 


A 2 
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Bryce.-TIIE HOLY ROi\L\N E
IPIRE. 
B. C. L., Fellow of Oriel College, O:\.ford. 


By JAJ\fFS nRYCE, 
[Reprinting. 


C \
IBRIDGE CI-L\R
\CTERISTICS. See :\IULUNGI:R. 


Clay.-TIIE PRISO
 CIL\PLAT
. A :\Iernoirof the Rev. JOHN 
CLAY, B.D., late Chaplain of the Preston Gaol. \Vith Selections 
from his Reports and Correspondence, and a Skctch of }'rison 
Discipline in England. By his Son, the Rev. \^l. L. CLAY, M. A. 
8vo. 15s. 


"FeOZi:l books hc1<lt! ajþt'ared of latt' ,'ears bdtt'1* ê11titlcd to all atÜ/ltÍ1't 
I't'ruslll. . . . It pn'st'nts a com/lete llc1rrlltÍZt! of all that has beell done awl 
attemþtt'cl by ,'tlriolis Philanthropists for theamelÙJrlltiOIl of the condition a/ld 
the imþrOlJement of the morals of the criminal classes 111 the British 
dtJ11lÙriolls. "-LONDOX REVIEW. 


Cooper. - 
\ TIIEX6E CAXTABRTGIENSES. By CHARLLS 
IJEI'ò'R\ COOPER, F.S.A., and THOMPSON COOPER, F.S.A. 
Yol. 1. 8vo., 1500-85, 18s. Vol. II., 1586-1609, 18s. 
This elaborate ..i'ork, '(uhich is dedicated by permission to IAJrd lI/ácaula)', 
contaills lit'es of the eminellt men sellt forth by CambrÙ{i[e, after the 
fashioll of Antholl_V å lVood, ill hisfi11ll0us" A.thenæ OXOnit'lISes." 


Dilke.-GREATER BRITAIX. A Rccord of Travel in English- 
speaking Countries during 1866-7. (America, Australia, India.) 
By Sir Cn \.RLES \YLNTWORTII DILKE, 
I. P. Cheap Edition. 
Crown 8\"0. 6s. 


" .llIr. Dilke has ,L'rillt'll a book "i.Jhich is probabf;' as ozvetl u'orth reading 
aJ allY book of the same aims and character that ever 'was writtell. lts 
merits are that it is 'itlrittell ill a lively aud agreeable style, II at it implies 
a gn'at deal 0/ physÙ"al pll/d', that 110 page of it fails to sh.o'lV all acute alUl 
highly illtdligellt obserz'er, that it stimulatt's the imagination as 'iudl as the 
judgment of th
 n'ader, a1ld that it is on þcrhaps the most interesting 
subject Ihat ccm attract an Englishman "il,ho cares about his COll1lt1}"" 
SA TCRDA Y REVIEW. 
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Dilke (contillued)- 
EARLY EGVPTIAX HISTORY FOR TIlE YOU
G. Su 
U JUVENILE SECTION." 


Forbes. - LI1'E OF PROFESSOR ED\V ARD FORBES, 
F.R.S. ByGE.ORGE \VILSON, M.D., F.R.
.E., and ARCHIBALD 
GEIKIE, F. R. S. 8vo. with Portrait, I4s. 


" From the first page to the last tire book claims cnr
rlll readillg, as being 
t1 full but flOt QZJe,cro'wt!t:d rehearsal of a most illstrlictit.'e lifi:, ami the true 
pictur
 of a mind Ihat was rare Ùz strellgth and bealil)'."-ExA
I1
ER. 


Freeman.- HISTORY OF FEDERAL GOVERX
IEKT, 
from the Foundation of the Achaian League to the Disruption of 
the Vnitcd States. By EnwARD A. FREE:\IAS, M.A. Vol. I. 
General Introduction. History of the Greek Federations. 8vo. 
2Ir. 


" Tht,task fifr. J.reelJllln htlS zmdä taÆt'n is one of gnat lIlagnitude and 
Ùl/pOI tallte. II is also a task of an almost entÍ1ely 1l0'l,e! character. ..\'0 
other 'Wvrk þ'oþsJ"ing tv gi'n tht' histor}' of a þ< 1 1itical prim ijle occurs /0 
liS, exapt Ihe slight contributions to th
 histor)' of rCþrt'sortatÍ'l'e gO'i.lerll- 
1)!l'lIt Ihat is COllklÍ1'lftf in tl course of 111. Gui:'{lls It.'durcs . . . . Fh
 
history of the develOjJ1Jh'llt if a principle is at Il'tlJt as import/wI as th 
hÙtoryoj tl d;'llllSIy, or of a raæ.' -S.-\lTRD.\ Y kI:\ïE\\". 


French (George Russell). - S lL\ KS PEAR EA!\..\ 
GENEALOGIC..\. 8vo. cloth e:,.tra, 15.1'. rnifûrm with the 
"Cambridge Shakespeare." 


Fart I.-Identification of the dramatis personæ mlhe histoneal pla)'s, 
from A'Ùrg John to King Ilälry "f7II.; .Vola 011 Charade's ill ..llacbdh 
and Ilamlet; Persons and Plaas bdollgÍ1rg to IVar"il'r"d..'shire alludt'll to. 
nul II. -7ñe SIUIJ.-spälre alltl A rden film ilia tl Ild their COIlJlt'xions, "ielith 
Tclbles of tlt'sct'lil. The þn'sellt is tht' first tlttL'lJlþt to pL'e tl detailt:d dt'- 
st'riptioll, ill to" lSet'uti'i',' order, if each of Ihe ùramatis rl"rsunæ ill SI",k- 
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sþmre's immortal chronicle-hiStories, and some of the characlt.'rs hlli.!c óeen, 
1t is belie;'ed, hert"Í1l idelltiJit'd for the first time. .A clue is furnished which, 
ftllc-r.ú,'d uþ ";(lith ordinary diligence, may enable an)' one, ..vith a taste fir 
fht: pursuit, to trace a disti1lguished Shaksþt'areall 'worthy to his lhleat 
r,'jweselltatiz'c ill the þrese1lt dll)'. 


.. 


Gladstone (Right. Hon. W. E., M.P.).-JUVENTUS 

IUKDJ. The Gods and 
Ien of the Heroic Age. Crown Svo. 
cloth e>..tra. \Yith 
Iap. IO.r. 6d. 


This lle'U.' '(('ork of .illr. GltldstoJlc dt:als especially '(lJith the historÙ: 
e!t:l1lt?llt ill IltJmer, I"xþoundi/lg that d'mellt, alld furnishing by its aid iT 
full account of the Il011leric 11/01 ami the Ilo/JIeric nligioll. It starts, aflt>r 
tht: Í1ztrodudory chaþ/t'r, '((,ith a discussio1l of th
 several races then exi.rtillg 
i 1/ Ilellas, i11cluding tire influt'nce of the Pha'nicÙ111s and Egyþtians. .It 
ùJJltaills chaþters OIl the: OI)'mpia1l S)/SttWl, '(c'llh its several deities; 011 the 
Ethics alld the PolilJ' of tht: IIeroi.: age; 011 the geograþhy of Homer; 011 
tht' characltrs 0/ the l
le/lls" þrestwtillg, ill fine, a view of primitiz'e life 
alld þrimiti..'': socidy asfiJlllld ill the þoems of lIolI/er. 


.. GLORE" ATL.\S OF EUROPE. Uniform in size with 
Jac- 
millan's Globe Series, containing 45 Coloured l\Iaps, on a uniform 
scale and projection; with Plans of London and Paris, and a 
copious Index. Strongly bound in half-morocco, with flexible 
back, 9s. 


This Atlas includt's all tht' cow/bies of Euroþe in a series of 48 .illap.\", 
drawn 011 th,' same scale, ";c,ith all Alphabetical Illdt'x to the situatio1l oj 
//lore thall tOl thousand þlaces, and the relation of the various milþs and 
cOlllltrie:s to each other is defined ill a ge11eral .Ãt)/-maþ. .All the 11laP.r 
bci1!.!{ 011 a uniform scalt: facilitates the comþarison of extellt an.! distallCt", 
alld C01/'l'C}'S a ju.rt impression oj the relative magnitude of diffi're1/t coulItrÙs. 
The size suffices to s/r()"'J} the þro'Z'Íllcial divisio1ls, the railways am! main 
roads, the þrillciþalrÍ<. l crs am/moll1ltain ranges. "This atl,lS," writes th,' 
British Quarterly, "'it,ill be Gll Í1l7.'aluaóle boon for the school, the d".r/.., or 
the trm/eller's þortma1lteau. n 
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GUizot.-(Author of "JOHN HALIFAX, GE:\TLEMAN.")-l\I. DE 
B.\RA1\TE, A :Mernoir, Biographical and Autobiographical. J
y 
:\1. GUIZOT. franslated by the Author of "JOH
 IIALIFA:\., 
GE:'\TLF
[:\K. ., Crown 8\'0. 6s. 6d. 


" The highest purposes of both history ami bÙ'graphy are aIlSLi!O't'd by t1 
/I'mwir so life/i/.:e, so faitliful, alld so philosophical." 
JJRITIsH QUARTERLY REVIEW. 


J I ISTORICAL 
ELECTIONS. Readin
s from the best Authorities 
on English and European History. Selected and arranged by 
E. :\1. SEWELL and C. ::\1. YO
GE. Crown 8vo. 6s. 


IVhell young childrcn hm'eacqtfired the outlines 0/ history }i'ol/l abridge- 
Illents ami catt'Chisms, and it becomes desirable to give a more enlarged 
,'Ù"iO of the sul!fect, ill order to render it really usiful and illterestillg, a 
ditJiatllJ' (lflCIl arisu as to the choice if books. T'wo courses are oþen, litho' 
tl) takt: a general ami consequently dry history if facts, such as Russell's 
1.JEvdeJ71 ElIr{lþe, or to choose some work trt'ating of a þarticular period or 
sul!fect, stich as tht' '((Iorl..'s if .J.l/aCtlulay ami Frollde. The forner course 
lisually renders histor]1 ullilltercsting; the latter is tl1lsatisfactolJ', bt'cause 
it is 110t slljjicÙ:lltly c011lþreht'J/slve. To rOlledy this difficult)', sckctÙms, 
('011tÍ1lUous ami chroJ/ological, ha</e ill the þresent volume been taken from 
the larger w{lrks of .J.i-æmall, 1.JlilmaJl, Palgraz'e, ami others, '(t.'hich may 
Sl'lë.'e as distinct landmad's if historical reading. "lVe k1UYi.lI if scarcely 
11Ilythillg," saJs the Guardian, of this 'l'olu1Ill', "'(vhich is so likdy to raise 
to a higher It.''i!d the aVt'rage stalldard 0/ English educatioll." 


Hole.-.\ GEXE..\LOGICAL STE
I1\IA OF THE KI
GS OF 
EKGLAND AKD FR..\NCE. By the Rev. C. HOLE, 1\1....\., 
Trinity College, Cambridge. On Sheet, Is. 


The differellt families are printed ill distinguishing COIL III'S, thus facili- 
latiHg refereJlce. 
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Hole (contil1ued)- 


_\ l
RIEF IHOGR.\PIIICAL DJCTIO
ARY. Compiled and 

\rr3.ngeù by the Rev. CH.\RLES HOLF, 1\1....\. Second Edition. 
ISmo. neatly and 
t
ongly bound in cloth, 4S. 6d. 
Oil of the 1110st co1111)Jehellsi
'e and accurate BiograPhical Dictiollaries 
ill th
 'world, contailling 11101'': thall 18,000 þt'rsolls of all cou/ltries, 7.üith 
d(Jtu 0/ hirth find däJth, ami t4.. I llllt th,:v ';t.1ere distinguished fiJr. Extreme 
care has beat b,'stOïv{'i! 011 tht' 'i l ,'rificatioll oj" the dates; and thus 1lumerous 
c>rrors, currellt ill pre;'iolts 7.l.orks, ha"i'c bt't?ll correckd. lis size adapts it 
(or tire desk, fortman/catt, 01' .foe/I.'d. 
" "In ill"i'aluable additioll to 0/11' 11ltl1luals of 1'Ijèrellcc, and, fi'olll its 
11lo,krate prÙ,', call/lotfail to bt'COllh as þtJj>ular as It is usifitl."-Tn.u.:;. 


Hozier.-TIIE SEYEì\ \YEEKS' \YAR; Its Antecedents and 
its Incidents. ny. II. 
1. HOZIER. \\ïth 
Iaps and Plans. Two 
yols. 8\"0. 28s. 


This 
l'ork is bllSed 1IP011 Idlers rlprill!'d by þn mission from "The 
Times." Fe.". the most part it is a prodllct of a personal eYt'-'ivitness Q/ some 
(if the most inkresting Í11ád,'ltf.r of a 'ivaI' 7.lIhich, fi,,- raPidity and dtcisiz'e 
resu'ts, may claim all nllJwst unri
'al/ed þosition ill history. 


Irving.-TIIE AXX.\I S OF Ol;R TI
IE. A Diurnal of Evenls, 
Social and Political, "hich have happened in or had relation to 
the Kingdom of Great Britain, from the Acces....ion of Queen 
Yictoria to the Opening of the present Parliament. By] OSLPH 
IRVI:-JG. 8vo. half-bound. y8s. 


" Ht! ltaLle hifore us n trlls!)' tllld rt"llCl.y.tfuÙ:/" to the /r./t'llts of th
 þast 
tltirty years, a7'ai/ab/e equally for the s/(zt(.'S1JlGll, the politician, the þublic 
7lrriter, ålld the gl-'Ill-ral reader. If JIfr. IlL'lng's object has been to bring 
b.:fore the read,r all the most ll.Jttworlhy UCCllrrellCCS 'ù.1}tÍch htl'l'e happelled 
sil1a the begillJlinx 0/ EIer J/ajesty's rdgn, he may justly claim the crt,dit 
of hm'Í11g done s() fJ/(lst brifjlJ', sltccinctly, and simPly, alld ill sl{
-h a 
m.lll11er, too, as til furnish him 7.vith the dd.zils lleassll1)' ill éach case Ie) 
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c01l/þrdlend the t't.'t'nl of'il"uch he is ill starch ÙI all il/k//igolt II/allner. 
Rtjlt!ctÍLm ';t.,i!! Sä'7Je to shlYW thc griat 'i'alue of such a ';l'ork as this 10 tht' 
journalist a1ld stati'SmaJl, ami jnd<'t"d to t"lltry O1le <<.,ho ftds all illterest ill 
'he þrogress of the agi!" and'it.lc may add rhat its vlllue is C011,fÙÜrably i/l- 
creasc./ by the additi01l of that most imþortant of all appendices, all 
accurate and instructive Îm!t'x." -Tnt ES. 


Kingsley (Canon).-o
 TIlE AXCIE
 REGI
IE as it 
Exi
ted on the Continent before the FRE
CH RE\'OLUTIU
. 
Three Lectures delivered at the Royal Institution. By the Rev. 
C. KJl'\GSLEY, ,M.A., formerly Professor of .:\Iùdern History 
in the 1I ni\"ersity of Camùridge. Cro,\- n 8vo. 6s. 


Th,'se three kctuns discuss scveral
J' (I) Castt'. (2) Cäl!ralization, (3) 
The ExplosÏ'ilf? I-òrces bJI 'i.Jhich the Rez'ollltioll 'h'llS sUPi'rimluad. The 
Pl'efilce diu!s at some Iillgth ';.Jith certain political t]Ut!.ftIOIlS of the þresent 
day. 


TIlE RO
L\
 .\XD TIlE TEUTOX. A Serie::; of Lectures 
delivered before the University of Cambridge. By Rev. c. 
I\..IXGSLEY, M.A. 8\'0. I2s. 


C0"TE:\"TS :-Inllug/lral L,'c!ure
' Th" hwest Chi/drill" Thc.' D)'ill.; 
]
'1I/pire,. The ibmlilll De/uge
' The Gc}thic Ciï:,ili::.er; Dietrich's End,' Th
 
.J. \
"'lesis of the Goths; ]{w/us Diacolllls,. The Clergy and the Ikathell : 
The JIollk a CÍí:'ili:;er,. The Lombard La'i{}s" The Poþes a /ld the Lombards . 
The Stratc.'gJ1 of Pro'i'idc.'lla. 


Latham.-BLACK _\XD ""BITE: a Journal of.1 Tluee 
Ionths' 
Tour in the United States. By II EXRY LATHAM, :\I.A., Uarrister- 
at-Law. 8vo. I os. 6d. 


" Tnt'spirit ill 7.4.. , hÙ-h 
lIr. Latham has writtell about 011 brdhrc.'1 111 
.lmc.ni:a is COllllJlc:Jldable ÙI hi.;-h clr'.;n"c:. "-A THEXÆL'"
f. 
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LaW.-TIlE ALPS uF HANNIBAL. ny \YILLIA
{ ]OH:i LA", 

L A., formerly Student of Christ Church, Oxford. Two vols. 
8vo. 2 IS. 


u ..Yo Ollt. call ,-rad the "work and 1/ot acqllir
 a C01l"i'icticJIl that, Ùl 
ndditiol1 t(J a thorOl
[[h -grasp of a particular topic, its writer has at 
l:om1/lalld a large store 0/ readÙrg and thought upon mall)' cog1late þt)illÜ 
l
fal1ciellt hist(wy a1ld geograþhy."-QUARTERLY REVIFW. 
Liverpool.-TIlE LIFE 
\!'\D AD:\lINISTRA TIOX OF 
ROBERT BAKK
, SECOXD EARL OF LIVERPOOL, h.G. 
Compiled from Original Family Documents by CHARLES Dl"KE 
YOXGF, Reg-ius Professor of History and English Literature ill 
(
ueen's College, Belfast; and Author of "The History of the 
Ðritish Ka\"y," "The IIi-;tory of France under the Bourbons," etc. 
Three vols. 8\"0. 42S. 
Since the time 0/ Lord Burleigh 110 Ol1e, except the second Pitt, e"i'c:r 
eJ
io.J't.d so IOllg a Ie/lltre 0/ þower
' "illith the same exceþtioll, ltO olle (?';'t'" 
hdcl oifice at so CI iti,al a time . . . . Lord Liverþool is the 'l'ery last 
mÙ1Ùter who has beOI able fully to carry out his (J'"wll political vÙ"ws; "who 
htlS bt.'tll so strong that ill 1Ilcltt,rs of general policy th,: Opposition could 
..x/or! 110 co llCt'ssiolls fi om him 'Which 'il'Cre 110t sallctioll,'d by his (J'"wll 
ddibt'rate judgment. The present 'ivork Ù fozt11dt'd almost entirely 011 tht' 
("(lrrt'sþolldt'llCf lift behi1ld him bJI Lord Li"l/erþool, and 11O'W il1 the possessio1/ 
c?f Colollel and Lad)' Catherine IIarcollrt. 
" Full of illformatioll aIU1Zllstrllctioll."-FoRTSIGHTLY REVIEW. 


Maclear.-See Section, "ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY." 


Macmillan (Rev. Hugh).-HOLIDAYS O

 HIlar 
LAKDS ; or, Rambles and Incidents in search of Alpine Plallts. 
By the Rev. HUGH 
IAc
nLLAN, Author of "Bible Teaching... in 

 ature," etc. Crown 8\'0. cloth. 6s. 
"Botanical knowledge is blended "i.vith a lo<'e of 1111turc, a piolls ell- 
thusiasm, and a 1'ich fdicity {if dictioll 1I0t to be 1I1d'it- l ith Ùt allY 'iilorks 
l?f /.:illdred characttT, if 'h'e t'xcept t
ose (if Hlt
h ...1Ii/lcr. "-DAII.Y 
TELEGRAPH. 
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Macmillan (Rev. Hugh), (co//ti//lIcd)- 


FOOT-NOTES FRO:\I TIlE PAGE OF NATURE. 
numerous Illustrations. Fcap. 8\"0. 5s. 


\Vith 


" Thos
 who ht1'ilc derh'ed pleaslln alld profit from the study of ßO'i.lJ
rs 
filld fer1ls-subjects, it is pleasillg to find, 110'i.tJ 
7/c}rdJhere pojmlar-by 
descelldi11g lower into th
 arcana of th
 "l'
gdable I.:ingdom, 'will filld a still 
more illterestillg and delightful fi
ld if research ill the objects brought uuder 
r
.ir;lJ ill th
 fi,llO'li.lÙlg pages."-PREFACE. 


Martin.-TIIE STA TE
:\IAN'S YE
\H. BOOK FOR 1869. 
By FREDERICK ::\IARTI
. (Sixth Annual Publication.) A Statis- 
tical, :\Icrcantile, anù Historical Account of the Civilized \\Yorld 
for the Year 1868. Forming a :\Ianual for Politicians and :\Icr- 
chants. l}ublished annually. Crown 8vo. I Os. 6d. 


" E7'
rJ'bod)' 'il,ho kllO'lllS th is work is aware that it is a book that is j/ltlis- 
þensable to 'i{lriters, financiers, politicians, statesmen, and all 'who are 
dinctl)' or indirectl)' interested ill the political, social, industrial, coJ/[- 
mercial, and financial conditio1l if their ftllcr..,t!-creatures at home alld 
abroad. JIr. .J.llartin dt!serves warm c01Jlmendation for the care he takcs 
ill mal-illg , ThL'Statesman's X?ar B{}ok' comþlde and corn ct. " 
STA
D.\RH. 


Martineau.-BIOG RAPIIICAL SKETCHES, 1852-1868. 
By HARRIET 1\lARTINEAU. Third Edition, with New Preface. 
Crown 8\"0. 8s. 6d. 


A Collectioll of llIemoirs undL'r thae several sections :-(1) Ro)'al, (2) 
l'tJliticians, (3) Proflssiollal, (4) Scientific, (5) Stlcial, (6) Litä'arJ/. ThL'S
 
llIèlllOirs aÞPean-d ori
rinally ill the columns 0/ tile" Daily News." 


Masson (ProfesSOr).-ESSA YS, IHOGIC\I)IIICAL AXU 
CRITIC
\L. SæStctioll headt'd" POETRY A
D :BEl LES LETTRES." 
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Masson (Professor) (colltÙuted)- 


lIFE OF JOII
 1\fILTO::'J". Xarrated III connc\.ion with the 
Political, Ecclesiastical, and Literarv IIi
tory of his Time. By 
D.\\"ID 
L\ssox, M.A., LL.D., Professor of Rhetoric at Edin- 
... 
burgh. Y 01. I. \\ ith Portraits. 8\"0. 18s. VoL II. ill the Press. 


It is inkllded to exhibit Jlilton's lifi' ill its cOIlJleXiOIlS ';i'ith all th
 mOrl 
notable phäUJ11l{"J/tl of the period 0/ British history in 'ltlhich it 'was cast- 
its state politics, its 
cclesitlsticlll 'L'arÎa!iolu, its literature a/ld s/'t'Cltlati'l'e 
thought. COII/lJ/t1/âng ill I6oS, the Lift tif l1/ilto/l þroCt't.'ds through th
 
last sixtt'{,J/ }'l'tlrs of the re{!{1/ of pr mes I., includes the 'Lvhole of the reigJ/ 
0.1 Charles I. aI/a the subst.'qucnt )'cars 0/ the Com1ll0117t. l calth and th
 
Proft:cloraf{', al/d the1/, passillg the Restoratioll, extends itsdf to 1674, or 
through fourt('{'n )'ears 0/ tIle llr..IJ state of thi1lg r 111uirr Charles I I. T11
 
/irst 'L'Olume dcals 'L"ith the life 0/ JIiltoll as extending from 1608 to 1640, 
'ivhich WtlS tht'þeriod 0/ his educatioJl and (if his minor þocms. 


Morison.-TIIE LIFE AXI) TI:'rE
 OF SAIXT RERKARD, 

\bhot of Clairvaux. By J..UIES CUTTER 
IURISU);, 
f..A. Xew 
Edition, revised. Crown 8\ o. 7s. 6d. 


" Onc of the bat contributioJ/s Ùl twr lito'atun tOLvards a í.Ù,id, intel- 
li:t;t'//t, alld 'itlorthy kJl(Yivledg
 (if .E:uroþt't11l l11tt'rt.'sts ami thoughts and 
þdillgs during tht' thll'l.fth allfll1]" t ddighif/lll11/d instrudi;:l{' 'i'ollwlt:, 
tlnd OJlt' tif tht' bt',ft products of the modern historic sPirit." 
rALL 
L\LL G.\ZEfTE. 


Morley (J ohn).-ED
IUXD BURKE, a Historical Study. By 
J OH
 ::\IORLEY, 13. A. Oxon. Crown 8\'0. 7s. 6d. 


" Th
 style i.r terse alld Ùlcisií.'t', ami brilliant'l.}Ùh cpigram and þoint. 
ÍI cOJltaiJls þithy aþhoristic SL'lltt'JlCt'S which Burl..'e himself'ii'ould 1Wt hl1'l l e 
disowned. But these are 1/ot its but fi'atures: its sustailltd þOU.ltT (1 
rälSt>11Íllg, its LiJÙft> S'it't'eþ 0/ observatioll and njlection, its elevatcd dillcal 
t111á social tOllt, stamp it as tl 'Work of hi..
h excdkJlcc, and as sllt'h we 
-oreliall}' reco/llmend it to our rål/krs. "-S:\TPRD.\ Y REVIEW. 
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Mullinger.-CA
IHRJDGE CHARACTERISTICS IX TIll:. 
SE\ EXTEE!\TlI CE
TURY. 13y J. 13. :\h;LLI
GER, B..\. 
Cro," n 8vo. 4-1". 6.1. 


" It is a 'N1)' ent,'rttlÍ1zing alld rt:adab/c book."-SATCRD.\ y REYIEW. 


" The chapters Oil the Cartl-'sian Philosoph)' and the Call1b'-idgc: Pl.rlollisl", 
are adl1lirablt:."-ATHEx,EU
f. 


Palgrave.-IIISTORY OF XOR
L\XDY ...\XD OF EXG- 
L.\XD. By Sir FR.\XCIS PAI
GRA\ E, Deputy Keeper of Her 
:\Iajesty"s Public RecorJs. Completing the Hi
tory to the Death 
of \\ïlliam Rufus. Four yO Is. 8\'0. .l44S. 


lõlu.'Jr
 I. Gelh'ral Relations of /IIedia"i/al Europ
- Th' CarÜr;:ingiall 
EII/pire-The Danish Expeditions in th
 Gauls-And th
 
sttlb/ishllll'lll 
{if Rollo. volume.lI. The Three .J.ïrst Dukes of _vorman.l)',. Rollo, 
Guillallm
 L01/òrzlè-Éþt.
" alld Richard Sa1/s-P,:ur- The Carl07Ùrgitlll 
.inc: sujþ/antä! b
v the Cape/so rõ/u/JIe III. Rrchard Stll/s-R:ur- 
Richard Lc:-BoJl-Richard .III.-Robert Le Diab/e-llí"//iam the Con- 
queror. T
lulI/e .11: lVillia1Jl Rufus-Accessioll 0/ IIt:my Bälllckrc. 


Palgrave (W. G.).-.\ ::\T \RRA TIVE OF _\ YE.\R'S 
JOeRXEY TJJROGGII CEXTR
\L _\XD E
\STERX 
ARABIA, 1862-3. I
y 'YII.LlA\1 GIFFORD P.\LGRA\"E, late of 
the Eighth Regiment Bombay X. 1. Fourth and cheaper Edition. 
\\ïth .Maps, Plans, and Portrait of Author, engraved on steel by 
J eens. CrO\\ n 8\"0. ïs. 6d. 


II COllsidering the extellt 0/ our pre; iOltS igllora,/ú
, thL' am.JUllt tt hIS 
aL-hievemellts, alld tht! importance of his c01/tributions to our /\IIO':
ltl(,<, 'h'e 
ca1lnot say IL'ss if him tha t ...'as olla said of tl far grl'tlfLor du("(r.'er
r. JIb". 
P.rlgrm'e h,lS iJldtùl,;i,.t"1 tl1/t"W ':i.'or/d to Eur'Ij'.:' -P.\l.I :\1 '.LL G.\7FTTF. 
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Parkes (HenrY).-AUSTRALIAX YIE\VS OF EKGLA
D. 
By JlE
RY PARKES. Crown 8vo. cloth. 3s. 6d. 


" The foll{1(i.'Í1/g ldtt.."rs .ocre "ivrittcll durillg a residence ill England, ill 
/h
 years 1861 alltl 1852, and 'were published ill th
 Sydney 
Iorning 
IIeralù O1t tll
 arrÍ1ml 0 th
 month!;' mails. . . . Oil re-þerusal, these 
ld!èrs aPþear to contaill 'i!Ù!'.dJS of El
!Jlish life and impressiolls of English 
/lotabilities .which, as the 'i!Ù;-d!S and impressiolls of an Englishman Oil hÙ 
return to his 1IatÍ';.!
 country aftt''r all absence of tZt'cnty years, may 110t be 
.oitholtt i1lttrest to tht 7 English readt'r. The .pritt'r had opportullitÍt's of 
mixing 7t,ith different classes of the British jeoþle, aml of hearing opiniolls 
OIl þassing C7'fnts from opposite standjoints of obserz'atioll. "-AUTHOR'S 
PREFACE. 


Ralegh.-TJIE LIFE OF SIR 'V ALTER RALEGII, based 
upon Contemporary Documents. By EDWARD EDWARDS. To- 
gether with Ralegh's Letters, now first coll
cted. 'Vith Portrait. 
Two \"ols. 8\"0. 32s. 


" .JIr. Ed'Wards has certaill
V writtell th
 Life of Ralegh fro11/ f/lllc'r 
information than any þrt....,iotls biographer. Eft is intelligðrt, industrious, 
sJ'1Jl./'athelic: and the world has ill his 17vo 'i'olumes larger means atJordt.J 
it of knowing Ralegh thall it e't!er possessed before. The llew letters ami 
th
 lIt"iiJl;'-editt'd old lettt>rs Q1 e ill tht"'11lSel'i'eS a boon. "-r ALL !\IALL 
GAZETTE. 


Robinson (Crabb)."-DL\RY, RE
IINISCENCES, ..\KI> 
CORRESPOXDEXCE OF CRABB ROBIXSO
. Selected 
and Edited by Dr. SADLER. 'Yith Portrait. Three vols. 8vo. 
cloth. 36s. 
1I1r. Crabb Robinson's Diary ext,:1ldj' over the grrater part oj thret'- 
quart,>rs of a century. It cOJltaÙ/s penoJ/al reminisce1lces of some of thr 
most distinguished characters of that period, including Goethe, IVicland, D
 
QUitlCt")', IVords'Worth ('ioith 'whom .illr. Crabb Robi1lso1l 'was 01l terms (if 
p-eat intimacy), 1Ilada11l
 de Staë"l, Lafayettt 9 , Colerid;;e, Lamb, J1IilmaJl, 

c. .s.---'c.: mid Ï1tcludes a 'i'ast (!ari/-ty if S1tlJixts, political, literar)', ecckri- 
astical, and miscdlaJ/tous. 
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Rogers (James E. Thorold).-HISTORICAL GLEAX- 
INGS: A Series of Sketches. 
Iontague, \Yalpole, Adam Smith, 
Cobbett. By Rev. J. L. T. ROGERS. Crown 8vo. 4J". 6d. 
Professor R{lgers's obJ
'ct ill the follcr.villg s/.:c:tches is to þresent a sd oj 
historiml fads, gr{lllPed r01l1ld a þrÙlciþa! figure:. The essays aI e 1I1 th:' 
fi l rJll 0/ ledun"s. 


Smith (Professor Goldwin).- THREE EXGLISH 
ST..\TES!\IEX: PYM, C RO:\I\Y ELL, PITT. A Course of 
Lectures on the Political History of Englanù. By GOLD\\"I
 
S?\IITH, !\I.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. Xewand Cheaper Edition. 5.1". 
"A work 'which neither historian 1/01' þoliticia1l Ctlll safi:/y affird to 
n
Üd."-SATURDAY REVIEW. 
Tacitus.-THE HISTORY OF TACITUS, translated into 
English. By A. J. CHURCH, :\1. A. and \Y. J. BRODRIBU, :\T. A. 
\Vith a :Map and K otes. 8vo. IOs. 6d. 
The translators have elzdem/ollrt 7 d to adhcrt? as closely to the original 1:.\ 
was thought c{l11sislellt'il'lïh a þropt"r observallce of English idiom. .11 
the.' same time it has beell their aim to reproduce the þrecise t:xpressiol1s (1 
the auth{lr. This 'i.Jork is charadcrised by the Spectator as '
a scholarly 
and fait/ifill fral1slati{llt. n 


Taylor (Rev. Isaac).-\YORDS AXD PLACES; or 
Etymological Illustrations of History, Etymology, anù Geography. 
By the Rev. ISAAC TAYLOR. Second Edition. Crown 8vo. 
I2S. 6d. 


"All'. Ta)'lor has jwOdllCCd a rëally useful -bool:, alld olle '<i.'hick stal1d
 
tdtme in 0111' /al1guagt? "-SATURDAY REYIEW. 


TIlE AGRICOLA AKD GER:\L\XL\. Translated into English by 
A. J. CHURCH, M.A. and \Y. J. EROl;
I1m, 
1. .\. 'Vith :\l.1ps 
and ]\ otes. Extra fcap. 8, o. 2s. 6d. 
The trans/at{lrs hm.l
 sou.;kt to þroduce sllch a v
rsion liS may' satisJ.1 
j't'h(Itars 'W,'to lk111al1d a faitllfi:! rel1d,,'ill/: of the ongÙra/, and English 
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,-eadtrs "it,ho are ojt'/ult-t! by the baldllcss and frigidity 'which COIJlJl/OJ1
1' 
disfigure trallslatiolls. The treatises (lJ e aaomþt1llÍt:d by illlrodllctÙ'llS, 
1/ot s, ma/,s, and a chronological SlII1lJJltl/)'. The Athcnæum saJ's oj 
this work that it is " a 'l'L'rsioll at Ollce rcaclablc alld exact, ,;uhich ma)' be 
penlst'd "ii.'ith plt-asltre by all, and cOJ/sulkd 'i,.'ith aclt'alltage b)' the classical 
sl1ult-nt. " 


. 


Trench (Archbishop).-GUST.\YUS ADOLPHUS: Social 
A
pects of the Thirty Years' \Var. By R. CIIE
EVIX TRE
CJl, 
D. D., Archbishop of Dublin. Fcap. 8vo. 2s. 6d. 
" Clmr and lurid in style, these lectures 1-i'ill bi! a trl'aSllre to man)' to 
'Lt,ho/ll the Sl/liect is tJlljllJ/uliar."-I>uBLIx EYEXIXG :l\IAIL. 


Trench (t\'Irs. R).- Edited by ARCHnISHOr TRF
CH. Remains 
of the late 
rRS. RICIIA RI> TRE
('II. TIeing Selections from 
her J oumaIs, Letters, and other Papers. New and Cheaper Issue, 
with Portrait, 8\"0. 6s, 


C(>llttlins notices and a/lt'cdotes illl/stratiJlg the social life 0/ the þcrÙ,d 
-eXlt'llllillg o<'cr a quarter if a antur)' (I i99-1827J. It includes also 
poems a 1/d other 111is,:ellcllleO/lS þit'as by J/ rs. TJ'l'nch. 


Trench (Capt. F., F.R.G.S.).-TIIE RUS
O-IXDL\X 
Q UESTIOX, HistoricaIl), Stratq
ically, and P0litically con- 
sidered. By Capt. TRE
CJJ. F. R. G. S. 'Yith a Sketch of Central 
Asiatic Politics and !\lap of Central .Asia. Crown 8\0. 7s. 6d. 


" The Russo-Indiall, or Cätlral 
lsiall questioll has for sC7'cral oMliNtS 
reasons bæn attracting /Illlch public attcntioll in England, Ùl Russia, and 
also OIl the Contincnt, 'il,ithin the laft year or 17.t 1 0. . . . I ha'Z'e thought 
that the present 'l/olulIle, giving a short skt'!ch 0/ the histoJ)' 0/ this questioll 
from its mdirst origin, ami t"oJ/del/sing much of the 1/I0st reCt'llt and inter- 
estilll; injörmatioJl OJl the subject, al/d Oil its colll!t
ral þhast'S, might 
þt:rhaþs be aeeel'table 10 those tt'ho take an il/tL'röt ill it. "-.\UTIlUR'S 
PREFACE. 
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Trevelyan (G.O., M.P.).-CA\VXPORE. Illustrated witb 
Plan. By G. O. TREVELYAN, l\f.P., .Author of "The Com- 
petition ""allah." Second Edition. Crown 8vo. fu. 
II /11 tlti.r btJok"We are 110t spared one fact of th
 sad .J/or)'
' bul iJUl 
fielings are 1Iot harro'itJed by the recital of imaginary outrages. It Ù good 
for U.J at /wme that 'W
 ha'i 1 e (ln
 who tells his tale so 'well as does ..II'. 
Trevdya I. "-PALL MALL GAZETTE. 
TilE CO
IPETITIOX \YALL
\n. Kew Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s. 
- " fh
 earlÙr letters an 
speciaIÓ' interl?stÙlg for their raC)' descriptions 
.
l 1...:11 {lþea1/ life in India. . . . . ThoJ'e that jòlltrùJ are of more serious 
import, .Jei'I..'Í1
( to tt'll the truth about the llÙuloo charader ami r.:nglish 
iJ/jlutJlce.r, good ami bad, upon it, as 'Wt:!l as to suggest sOllie bcttt'r course oj 
tJt!tllmèllt thall that hithato adtpted."-Ex.UII:\ER. 
Vaughan (late Rev. Dr. Robert, of the British 
QuarterlY).-
[E
10IR OF RODERT A. VAUGIIAX. 
Author of " Hours with the ::\Iystics. tr By ROBERT YAUGHA!\, 
D.l>. Second Edition, revised and enlarged. EÀtra fcap. 8\0. 5s. 
"It de.rä7't'S a Place Oil the saJl/e shelf 'itJith StallltJ"s C Life (if ArJ/old,' 
dllil Car!)'lt"s 'Stirlillg.' Dr. lt1l/.;han has pciformed his fainful but 
1I0t all unpleasing task 'ii.lith exquisite gtJod lastt.' and fidÙlg."-"'Xo
cu
- 
,FOR}II
T. 


Wallace.-TIIE )L\LA Y 
\RCIIIPELAGO: the Land of the 
Orancr Ltan and the I
ird of Paradise. A Narrative of Travel:-. 

 
with Studies of 
[an and :r\ature. By ALFRED RUSSEL \YALI ACE. 
\Yith )[ap:o: and Illustrations. Second Edition. T\\'o vols. cw\\n 
8\"0. 24S. 
U A mrifully alld deliba'atc:ly ,-{lJJ/posed 1Illrrativ
. . . . 1Ve (l(h'Ù
 

lIr readers to do as i{'
 ha..!
 dOJl
, read his book through."-TBIES. 


Ward (Professor).-TIIE HOUSE OF AU
TRL\. IX TIlL 
THIRTY VE.\R
' \YAR. Two Lectures, \"Hh Notes anù Illus- 
tration
. By ADOLPHUS \Y. \''''ARB, 1\1...\., Professor of History 
in Owens Collebe, )[anchester. Extra fcap. Svo. 2S. 6d. 
" 1:'1')' com/ad and im/ruclÍ"i:e. "-FORT
IGHTLY REVIF.W. 
Ii 
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Warren.-
\
 E"S
\Y OX GREEK FEDERAL COINAl;E. 
By the lIon. J. l.EICESTER \YARRE
, :i\1.A. 8vo. 2s. 6d. 
" The þresent c.r.ray is an attempt to illustrate lIIr. .Freemall's Fl..tlt'ral 
COí'er1l1J/ent by n,idc.ua dt..'llllred from the l'oinage if the times and CotllltrÙ'.r 
thereill trcat,d q,{."-rRE 
.\CE. 
WilSOn.-A ::\lE
rOIR OF GEORGE \YILSOX, 
I.] )., 
F. R. S. E., Regius Professor of Technology in the University of 
Edinburgh. Dy his SISTER. :Kew Edition. Crown 8\"0. 6s. 
" A JI exqllÙitl' Clll.! ttJ/lc'hi/lg þortrait if a rare alld bt..'tlutiful sþirit." 
GUARDL\
. 
Wilson (Daniel, LL.D.).-PREIIISTORIC AXNALS 
OF SCOTL
\XD. 13y DANIJ:I. \VILSOX, LL.D., Professor of 
lIistory and English Literature in University College, Toronto. 
New Edition, with numerous Illustrations. Two vols. demy 
8\"0. 36s. 
This elabt 7 ratc. aut! lCl1rned 'ë.iJork is dividäl into fOllr Parts. Far! I- 
deals-with The Primeval or 
tone Period: Aboriginal TrllCt!s, StjJUlchral 
Jlc.'morials, Dwellings, and Catacombs, TemPles, TVeaþolls, &c. &-'1-.; 
P,yr! II., The Bronze Period: The fild'lllurgic TransitioJl, Primiti-;'{' 
R 'onze, Pt!rsonal Ornaments, Religion, Arts, and D01J//'stic IIabits, ';i,itli 
lIther t{1pirs
' J'tlJ-t I I I., The Iron Period: The Introduction (if Iron, Ti
 
Roman bn 1 asioll, ,Strongholds, &c. 
c.
' Part ITr., The Christian Period: 
Ilistorical Data, th
 l''''orrie's Law Relics, PrimitÏ<'e and lII.:dill,'al 
.E'cclesiolog)', l!.:ccksiastical and _JIiscellalleolls Antiquities. The 'work i.r 
illY/lished tt'ith an elaborate Indt..x. 
]) RE I II S TO R I C ::\ I AK. :K ew Edi tion, revised and part! y re- \\ ri tten, 
with l1umermlS Illustrations. One vol. 8vo. 2 Is. 
This 'ë.l.orl.', 'ë.i,hich carrks out tl e pri1lciple if the preæding Olle, but with 
a 'ë.i.lid,'r scope, aims 10 "7Ù..iJ .fIlm, as far as possible, lI11tljfi:cted by those 
modifying influences 'ë.iJhich accomþaJ/y the deiylopment of Jlltions and th,' 
maturity of a true hist,wic þeriod, in ordt..r thereby to ascertain the sourt','.\" 
li'om 7uhe1la such da'dopment a1ld maturity proceed." It contains, J;w 
r,"m11lþle, chaþtt.'rs OJl the Prillle'l'al Transitioll" Sþ
t.'ch
' lIldals: the 
Jloulld-Builders; l'rimitiL'c Architature
' the Åmerimll TYþe!; the R"t! 
Flood of the 1Tést, \-;
c. 
-:Jc. 
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Allingham.-LA \YREXCE 13LOO
IFIELD I
 IRELAX)); 
or, the 
e\V Landlord. By \VILLLUI ALLI
r;II.nf. :!\ew and 
cheaper issue, with a Preface. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 4J'. 6d. 
III the 1lC-<<J Priface, the state 0/ Ireland, 'i.l,ith sþecial rtjèrellce to th
 
Chun-k measure, is discllsse.l. 
.C It is .'itahl1ith tht' /llltiollal character. . . . It lias somethillgo{ Poþe's 

"oillt a/ld Goldsmith's simplicilJ', touched to a more modeI'll isslle."-- 
.\TIIE
. EU:\I. 


Arnold (rlIatthew).-rOE
IS. 
Two ,"ols. E)..tra fcap. 8vo. cloth. I2S. 

ach. 


By :\1.\1' fHEW AR:-';OLl). 
Also sold seP?-r.ltely at 6s. 


IV/l/lIle I. cOlltaillS _l""arra!/,'e ll/l.J E/c'gillC 1h:ms
' lvlllme II. Dra- 
llhlti
 alld I.)'ric POt"IIlS. The: hvo z'o/llmes compn:hel/d tk: Fint and 
SC{Olld ::''/.nà of the: 1'o,-'II/S, a wi the _ Vt""dJ 1'o,:1Ils. 



E\Y POE
IS. Extra fcap. Bvo. 6s.6d. 


lit this ,,'olu1Ile 'i.1.!i/l be found'" E1Ilþt..'doc/ts olll...'tl/a :"" Th)'rsis "( ,;.:ri/l
/1 
ill C01JlIllCIJIOratioll 0/ the llt' Prc!ftsstJr C/O/l
'z); ".Epilt
rtle I(} ússÍ1lg's 
l.ao{oiilt;" ., lldll/s Crtl'(:e;" "ObCrlJlll/lIl Ol/(I! /I1ore." .U! th('s
 
;, 't..'1I1S an: a/so il!dul/U! Ù: the Editioll (f:l'O <'ols.) a!-cr..e-lI::l!t:cJl/
d. 
U 2 
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Arnold (Matthew) (colltiflued)- 


ESSA YS I
 CRITICIS
1. New Edition, with Additions. Extra 
fcap. 8vo. 6s. 


CONTENTS :-Prifaa J The Function of Criticism at the þresellt time; 
7ñt Literary Influence of A ctldtmits ; .J.Jlallrice de Guerin; Eugellit 
</{ GUn-ill,; IleÏltrich Heillt.. Pclga1l and lJlc:diæval Rdigiou.1 Sentimtnt ; 
Joubert; SpÙloza and the Bible i ,.Jlarcus Allrelius. 


Barnes (Rev. W.).-POE:\J
 OF RUI{AL LIFE IX CO::\f- 
::\IO
 EXGII3I!. By the }{EY. \\. J3.\R:"JES, Allthor of 
" Poems ûf Rural Life in the Dorset Dialect." Fcap. 8\'"0. 6s. 
" fit a high dt'gne pl,'a.rd1/t and 11tlVel. The book is by 110 means olle 
fl,hich the IOZ't'1s of descriptive poetry Ccl1l afford to 10se."-ATHEl'l.ÆU
1. 


Bell.-RO
L\XCES 
GLASSFORD BELL. 


\ "D :\IIXOR 
Fcap. 8\'0. 6s. 


POE::\fS. 


Ey IIE
RY 


" Full of lift alld gellills.'
-COURT CIRCULAR. 


Besant.-STUDIES I
 EARLY FREXCH POETRY. By 
\Y ALTER BESAr-;T, :M.A. Crown. 8vo. 8s. 6d. 
A sort of imþression rests 011 most mÍ11ds that Fre1lch literatult begins 
'with the "sÙ'clt de Louis Quatorzt;" a 1/)' PI roiou,r literature being for 
the most þart tmknO'W1l or ignored. FC'hl kllo'w a1l),thÍ1tg 
f the enormous 
literary actÙ it)' that b/..;:;an Í11 the thirteenth cenlur)', was carrÙd 011 by 
Rulebeuf, .lllarie de France, Gasto11 d
 Foix, Thibault de: Chamþagne, 
al:.d Lorris
' 'Lvas flstend by Chtl1' es oj Orleans, by J/àrgùret of Valois, 
by Francis the First
. that gave a cr(TdJd of "i!ersifit'rs to Fralla, enriched, 
strengthelled, developed, and fixed the Frolch lallgu 1ge, alld þrepared tlu 
way for Conlei/le and for Racine. The þresfllt "Zvork aims to affi>rd 
informatÙm alld directioll touching th
 early eþòrts of France ill poetical 
ItArat un. 
" In one modi'rately shed volume he has cOI1tri'l'eJ to introduce us to the 
v.:ry best, il 1I0t to all '!/ tht tarly French foets. "-A THEXÆGl\I. 
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Bradshaw.-AX ATTE:\IPT TO ASCERTAIX TIrE ST_\TE 
OF CIL\.UCER'S \YORKS, AS TIlEY "'ERE LEFT AT 
HIS DE:\ TH. \\ïth some Xotes of their Subsequent History. 
Dy IIE'\RY BRADSHAW, of King's College, aI)d the University 
Library, Cambridge. [Ill tlu .l'nss. 


Brimley.- ESS.\ YS BY TIlE LATE GEORG.E BRI
ILEY, 

L A. Edited by the Rev. \Y. G. CLARK, 
I. A. 'Vith Portrait. 
Cheaper Edition. Feap. 8\"0. 3s. 6d. 


ESSa)1S Oft literary toþia, stich as Tt'I11/)'son's "Po
ms," Carlyle's 
C( Life of Stirling," "Bleak .I1é71JS
," ð,-"c., reþrintëd from Fraser, th
 
Spectator, aJ/{IIiI<'t' /,
riodicals. 


Clough (Arthur Hugh).-TIIE POE
rs AKD PROSE 
RE:\L\IXS OF ARTHUR I1LGII CLOVGII. \\ïth a 
Sele{;tion from his Letters and a ,Memoir. Edited by his \\ïfe. 
"7'ith Portrait. Two vols. crown 8\"0. 2 Is. Or Poems sepa- 
rately, as below. 


The lat
 Profi'ssor Clough is 'well kl/ow" as a gruaful, tOlder þoet, 
fllld as th
 scholarly flallslator of Plutarch. The letters þossess higk 
Intenst, 1I0t biograPhical (111)', but litcltl1J'-disclis.rillg, as they do, th
 
1/Iost ;mpot-tallt questio1ls of tht time, ah).'ays Í1l a g
llial sPirit. The 
" Remains" include þapers Oil " Rdrolchmcnt at Oxford,." Oil rrof
JJor 
F. IV. .A
i'"1ll1l' s book " Th
 Soul 
." 011 JVordsworth,. 011 th
 Ft.7rmation 
tif Classical Ellglisk; Oll som
 JIodc.rn Poems (Jlatthe11! Arnold and the 
late Akxtl1/dc.r Smith), &c. ;:)'
c. 


TIlE I)OE:\fS OIt' ARTHUR lIUGlI CLOre-aI, 
ometime FeIlo\>' 
of Oriel College, OÀford. \Vith a )Iemoir by F. T. rALGRA'T. 
Second Edition. Fcap. 8\'0. 6s. 
" FrOJll the higher mi1/d of cultit'lltcd. al/-questwniug, but still COIIS"- 
z'a!i'i/
 El1,flal1d, ill this 0111' /,u=zlt'd gf'lIt'ratio1Z, 'lifC do 1lOt /"'1row if any 
uttn-tll1ct Í11 litc.'ratur
 so characlc'ristir as the þ(lC11lS of [,.thlll" Ilugh 
Clough:" -FRASER'S :\IAG.\ll:\ E. 



22 


GE.iYER lL CA T, ILOG U
'. 


Dante.-D.\XTE'S CO:\lEDY, TIlE HELL. Translated IJ}" 
"-. !\T. ROSSETTI. Fcap. 8vo. cloth. 5. r . 
" The aim of this translatioll 0/ Dau!t! lI/a)' be s/I1I/l1/cd up ill Olle'illortÍ 
-Literalit)'. . . . To follYiiJ Dallte sellk1/re for sentellce, lille for lil/t', 
'il'Ord for "iiJord-neither more nor less-has bæll m)' strC:Il/loltselldet'Zz'o/lr." 
-AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 


De Vere.-TIIE IXFAXT BRID..\I, and other Poems. By 
AUBREY DE VERE. Fcap. 8"0. is. 6d. 
" IJlr. De "1í:rt! has takl'll his Plaet: among the þods of the del)'. Pure 
and tell(!t:r feeling, and that tolished n'slrain! of st)'!e "i(lhicll is cIJ!!tel 
classical, arc: Ihe.. C
fl/ illS of the VOIU11lf."-SPECTATOR. 


Doyle (Sir F. H.).-',,"orks hy Sir FR.\:-:CIS II.\STIXGS DOYI E, 
Professor of Poetry in the L niversity of Oxford :- 
TIlE RETURX OF TIlE GU..\RDS, ...\XD OTHER POE:\TS. 
Fcap. 8vo. js. 
" Good 'il ' i1/e lIl'ä/S 110 blish, nor good ('crse a þrifaa,. and Sir Frailcis 
JJ('J'Ie's "i'erseS 1'1111 bright and cft-ar, alld s1J/ack of a classic 7/Ùdagt'. . . . 
llis chic:! characteristic, as it is his greatest charm, is the simþ/e 1/ltlll/illL'...' 
'L'hich giz'cs force 10 all he: '(,-'rites. It is a charaderistic: ill tht'se days 1'm'l! 
l'llOlIgh. "-Ex \:\II:\ER. 
LECTFRES OX POETRY, deIi\'ered before the University of 
Oxford in 1868. Extra crown 8\'0. 3.1'. 6t!. 
THREE LECTURES :-(1) Illaut:,"71ra/
' (2) j)rtYiÙlcÏal POt'l/:J': (3) Ih-. 
.Ye7lJlIlG1Z'S " Drt?al/l of Geron/ius." 
"Full (if thoughiful discrilllÙu tioll alld fine i1lsight: the Ice/lire 0;1 
, PrOL'Ùlcia/ RJetry' SÙ'I/lS tv us singularly truc, eloqllcnt, alld ills/rueth'c." 
SPECTJ\TOl{. 


EvanS.-13ROTIIER F.\DL\X'S 
IAXUSCRIPT, AX!> 
OTHER POE:\lS. By SEBASTL\X EYAXS. Fcap. 8yo. cloth. 
6s. 
" III this "i'O/U1//i' í.i!l' ha,'e ful! assurance that ht! has' the .ÙiVll alld lite 
facul(1' dit'ine.' . . . Ckn:r c111l1 fill! 0/ J..'i/ld
t, hUII/lJllr."-GLOBE. 



P01
1'RY & Hl',:LL1'.:S LETTRE
S. 


')1 
-.) 


Furnivall.-LE l\IORTE D'
\RTIIUR. Edited from the IIt.l11t?Ítlll 
l\J.S. 2252, in the British .:\Iuseum. J;y F. J. FUR:-';IYALL, 
I.
\. 
'Vith Essay by the late HERBERT COLERIDGE. Feap. 8\"0. 7s.6d. 
Loòkillg to the illterest showll by so mtlll)' thol/sands ill .LJfr. Tt.llll)'so//s 
lrthuriall þot!/IlS, the editor and þublishers haë/e thought that the old 

'ersion 'would þosst.'ss cOllsidt:rable Í1ltt:rest. It is tl reþrillt of tht: cde/'ralt't l 
Ifar/eiall <OP)' j ami is accol1lþt1llÙ'd by il/de.t- and glù:jS{lIY. 


Garnett.-IDYLLS .\XD EPIGRA:\IS. Chiefly from the Greek 
Anthology. By RICHARD GAr...:-.; ETT. Fcap. 8\"0. 2s. 6d. 
"A cht.l111lillg little book. For English r,'adc:rs, _Ifr. Garlldt's tra1/sla- 
lations 'ivill open a llt."i.v í.vorld if thought."- \V EST'JII 'S.STER RE\'IEW. 


GùESSES AT TRUTH. By T\\l) BROTHERS. \\ïth Yignette, 
Title, and Fronti!:.picee. Xcw Edition, with .Memoir. Feap. 8vo. 6s. 


" Tne folleJtvillg )'t'ar 'L'tIS memorable: for the COIllIll,'Ilctllh'llt of th,. 
, Glh"SS,'S at Truth.' .lIe aile! his Oxford broth,.,., lit'illg as thtJ'did ill 
t"ù/LStel1lt ami free illkrchallge if tholl.jht 011 tjucstions of philosoPh)' alld 
lit{'rature and art
. tIt'lighting, each of them, ill the epigra11llllatic te:rs.llcs.r 
<,.'hich is the charm if the' POLSlt.S' if Pascal, alld the: ' Caractins' of La 
Bru)'2n-a,r;ræd to 1111,.,. themselves ill this fi'rm, and the book appùir.:cI, 
cllIOJI)'I/lOllSI)', ill tzvo vol1l11l"S, ill IS27."-::\lE'IOIR. 


Hamerton .-A I> 
\lXTER:S C.\
1 P. 
I1Al\IERTO
. Second Edition, revised. 


By PIIILIl) GILBERT 
E
tr.1. rcap. Svo. 6s. 


BOOK I. ill Ellglalld; BOOK II. III Scot!t.l1/d
' BOOK III. .Ill Franct. 
This is the story if elll A,tist's cllcamfl/lt'lIts ami (ld.'nltures. The 
h,'adillgs of a ft'iV chaptt?rs //lay serve to CO/lí:'t?)' a /lotioll of the ch.'lract 
Ilf the book: 
1 /Valk Oil the Lallcashirt: .J.JIoors,. the Author his O1l'J! 
Ilc.wsekùter alld Cook: Tc:llts alld Boats ft]r the lliõhlallds j The AlItk 
NIC(1II1þS Oil all ullillhabitäl IsI.lml; A LllÁ' /ÓJ't/ò"" .1 GiPsy 7ùUrI/,)' 
to Glell Coe j COllar/lÍllg JIc.lOlllz::;ht a/lei Old Castks; A little .Fnllcfl 
Cit)' 
. A Farm ill the AutUIlOis, 
c. G
c. 
" lIis pages sþark,," 'lvith hapt)' turns eif tx/,n:.rsÙIIl, /lot (l fe<l.' well-kId 
mlecdott"S, mill mall)' Obs,7ë.'atiolls 'll,ltich a r,' tn,' (ntit e!l tltlt"llti'i'e .rtlftÖ' fl//d 
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'
ER
4L C.4TALOGUE. 


1(';.\'
 re/Ìt'c!i(IIf on the' complicalt'd þhè1lt)l1le.'1/(l of human life', a.fì 'well ll.r (
l 
IflICt'''-SÚOllS 1/(lllir
:'- 'tYESTl\II:XSTER RE\"IEW. 


Helps.-RJ...\l :\IAII. ny ARTHCR IIELl'
. Two Yols. Crown 
8"-0. 16s. 


Q( this f(Jork, hy the Author 0/ " Friends ill Cou1/cil," th
 Saturday 
Revie\v Sl1)'s: "Ulldt!rJlåltll the form (that ofclia/ogue) is so mllch .rhre7i,t!- 
1/
SS, fancJ/, (lItd abOLle all, so 1111 ch (tÙe kind/mess, that '<l'e should thÍ111: 
all th
 bdt,.,. ('.1 a mati or 'It'011ltlJl '<t,ho /il'e.r the bool...." 


Herschel.-TII E If IA D OF HO:\JER. Translated into English 
Hexameters. By Sir J ou:x IIrRscIIEL, Rart. 8\"0. I
k 
A vrr.rÙm 0/ the Iliad ill English IJéxameters. The question of IIoJl/r1 ir 
Lrtllls/atÍtm is Jitl
v discuss,'d ill the Priface. 
" It is admirablt!, lWt olll)' for ma1/)' intrinsic 17/"iIS, but as a grMt 
"laU'S tribute to Genius."-ILLUSTRATEI> LO
I>u
 .l\'EWS. 


IIL\ TUS: the Void in 
Iodern Education. Its Cause and Antidote. 
By OUTIS. 8\"0. Ss. 6d. 
Th
 main ol'l"c:ct 0/ this ESSfl)' is to point out hOLt' the elllot/(J1la/ clem('} t 
"illhich u1/tI,'dies tIle rïJl
 AI Is is disregarded and t nt/me/oped at this tim
 
so firr as (dt!spitc! 11 pretenCe? at filling it uP) to C(1/lstitute tIll l'.:ducational 
IfÙltus. 


I'lY:\IX[ ECCLESL E. See" THEOLOGICAL SECTIO
." 


Kennedy.- LEGEXD.\RY 
ICTIOXS OF TilE IRISH 
CELTS. Collected and Xarrated by PATRICK KE

ED\. Crown 
8vo. 7s. 6d. 
"A 1'el:I' admirable pOþular selection of the Irish fairy stories alld legäld. r , 
i 11 which those'll,ho are familiar '(t,itk Jlr. Crol','r's, aml other selectioll.r 
v( the smile kind, 'will fi lid 1//1/êh that is fresh, ami full of the tecu/iar 
('i7'acit)' alld h1l1101 r, and .r()11ldimes ,..'en of tht! id:l1/ bmll(1', l!f the tna 
Cdtic Leg
nd."-SPECT.\TOR. 



P(JETRY 
 RELLES LETTRES. 
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Kingsley (Canon).-st't' also "HISTORIC SFrTIO:'J," "\YORKS 
OF FICTIO:\," a1ld " PHIl u
OPIlY ;" also "J U'\ïO::"l1l E BUOKS," 
and" THEOLOGY." 


rilE S
\I
T
' TRACEDV: or, The True 
tory of Elizaheth of 
II ung-ary. Ðy the Rey. CII.\RLES KI
(;SLEY. \\'ith a Preface by 
the Rev. F. D. :\IAl" RICE. Third Edition. Fcap. 8"0. 5 s . 


.\XDRO.\fED.\, AXD OTHER POEMS. Third Edition. Fcap. 
8vo. 5s. 
['IIAETI-fOX; or, Loose Thol1ght5 for Loose Thinkers. Third 
Edition. Cm\\ n 8"0. 2s. 


Kingsley (HenrY).-Sèt' "'YORKS OF FICTIO
." 


Lowel1.-UXDER TIlE \\"11.1 0\\ S, AX!> OTHER POE:\IS 
By J.nlEs RLTSSELL LOWELL. Fear. 8\"0. 6s. 


" Under the 'Y illows is {JIlt' oj thr? most adm irablt' bits of ÙIJ'//i{' ';i.'ork, 
short as it Ù, or perhaps bemust' it is short, that hm't' beL'll d('llt' ill our gc.ne- 
ratiOll."-SATURDAY RE\ïEw. 


Masson (Professor).-ESSA YS, IHOGRAPInC.\L AXD 
CRITrC...\L. Chietly on the British Pocts. By I>.\\'ID 
L\ssox, 
l.L. D., Professor of Rhetoric in thc lJ ni,'crsity of Edinburgh. 
8vo. 12s. 6d. 


" DÙtinguisht'd by a rOllarkable þ07ik'r of a/ltl
J'sis. a dear s/atenlt'llt 
C!l the actual facts Oil which sþt'culatioll is bast"d, alld all appropriatt' 
Þc'lll/t)' of Lallgutlgt'. These essays should bc.' pt'lu/ar (('lith st'riolls 1//t'll. n 
A\THE="'.El"
f. 


BRITISH :\OYELISTS .\XD THEIR STYLES. Being a Critical 
Sketch of the I listory of llriti"h Prose Fiction. ero,\ n 8vo. 7 s . 6 d. 


" lClluablt, for its lucid analysis of fii1ltlcl1/lt'/lta/ prill{'ifltS, it.r breadth 
.Jj 'l'ic'W, and slisttlÙläl allimatio/l if j'
vlc. "-SPEC L\TOR. 
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Mistral (F.).-
nRELLE: a Pastoral Epic o[Provencc. Tr:m
- 
lated by II. CRICHTOX. Extra [cap. 8\"0. 6s. 
U This is a caPital trallslafio/1 if the degant amI rÙ:hly-cvlouräl pas!L'! tll 

þic þoem if ill. Jlistral 
i.lhi(h, ill 1859, he dedicakd Ùl ellthuJ'Íaslic 
terms tv Lamtl/ tillc. . . . .. It "it'(Juld be hard Iv O'l'crþrazJ'e the 
f'tt't't."tlless alld plt:asing freshllt'SS if this charmin.{ tþic."-A TIII':
.l-'{;)I. 


Myers (Ernest).-TIIE rURIT...\XS. By ERXEST 
IYERS. 
Extra fcap. 8\"0. cloth. 2s. 6d. 
" II is 1wl tLIO milch to call it tl rL'ally grand þOt'l1/, staid)' alld di<JlliJit'tl, 
ti/lll ShO'ilÙlg 1l0t 01lly a high p(Jdic mind, bllt also gn'at þlY;i!Cr (J','cr pt1dic 
n'pressÌtm."-LITERARY CIIURCIDfA
. 


Myers (F. W. H.)-ST. P..\UL, A Poem. By F. ,,-. II. 
:MYERS. Second Edition. E
tra [cap. 8vo. :U. 6d. 


"It brCt1th
s throughout the spirit if St. Paul, and ':l,ith a si/l...:{l!lar 
"la/d)' lIl
ltldy 0/ zerse."-FoRT.:\IGHTLY REYIEW. 


N ettleship. - ESS..\ YS OX ROBERT ERO\YXIXG'S 
POETRY. By ]onx T. XETTI.F.SIUl'. E
tra rcap. 8vo. 6s. 6d. 


N oel.-TIEA TRICE, 
\XD OTHER rOE
IS. By the lIon. 
RODE, 
 OEL. Fcap. 8vo. 6s. 
" Beatrice is ill mall)' resþtxts a 1loble þoem.. it displa)'s a spklldour 
(Jf lam/scaþe þainting, a strong d.ji;;ite þrecision if h ighÚ'-colou red dL'scrip- 
tÍL)U, 7-1..1hich has /lot oftell b"
ll sltr} TSst.'d. "-PALL ßIALL GAZETTE. 


. 


N orton.-TIIE LADY vF LA GARA YE. By the Bux. 
IRs. 

ORTO
. \Vith Vignette anJ Frontispiece. Sixth Edition. 
Fcap. 8vo. {S. 6d. 


" There is 110 lack if vigo/lr, /1o/altt:rÙlg tif þO"i.!.'t?r, plenty oj þllsSÙJ/l, 
/J1U(.!z bright d
scriptioll, mllch musical'l.t'rse. . . . Full if thoughts 'well- 
t'xprased, a lid /lUl)' be dasst.'d al/wllg /it,. bt'sl '....('r,(.s." - TnrEs. 



rO/,,:TRY 
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Orwell.-TIlE BISHOP'S \\"
\LK AX!) TITE BISHOP'S 
TI
IE
. Poems on the days of Archbishop Leighton and the 
Scottish Covenant. Dy ORWELL. Fcap. 8"0. 5.1'. 


" Purt' taste alld faultless þrecision if lllllgllagt
, the Ji'llits of deep thought, 
/1lsight illto hUll/ail 1/ilture, alld livdy s}'/l/þalh)'. "-:\'"OXCO:', FOR)IIST. 


Palgrave (Francis T .).-ESSA YS OX ART. Dy FR.\XCIS 
TFRXER PALGRATF., ::\1. A., late Fellow of E
cter College, 
Oxford. EJ\.tra fcap. 8vo. 6.ì. 


JIulrt'ady-D}'ce-llolmall IIuut-Ikrbcrt-Pot.f1y, Prost', alld ..S
'1l- 
.ftltÙ11ltllÙm ill Art-SculptUrt: ill Engltl/ld-Thl.' .l!bä"t Cross, 
-':l.'. 


SIL\KESPEARE'S SOXXETS .\XD SOXGS. Edited by F. T. 
PALGRAYE. Gem Edition. \Yith \YignetlcTitIc by JEE
S. 3s.6.1. 


"For minute: elegë1llCC 110 ,;:oluII/e could tossibly l.':t:al the 'C('m 
F;ditioll.' "-SCOTS
IA:--;. 


Patmore.-\Yorks by COVEXTRY PAT:\IORE 


TIlE AXGEL IX TIlE HOt;SE. 


BOOK I. The Betrothal; BOOK II. The I:;sþoltsrll.l': BOOK 1 n. 
Faitliful for E'l.'er. TVith Tamerto1t. Churt.'h TO<i.'tT. 17'-'0 "<'ols. fi tip. 
8C:'t'. 12s. 


*.* A l\rcz..J and Chtaþ Editioll ill one .'01. I 81l1t'. , htllltiful
J' þrÙlt,-d OJl 
tt'lltd paper, þria 2S. 6d. 


TIlE VICTORIES OF LOYE. Fcap 8vo. 4S. 6tl. 


Th
 intrinsic l1/erit 0/ his þælll ';i,ill sttïlre it t
 þerm,mellt plt1t'e ill 
li/('ratur,'. . . . Jlr. P.ltl1/0n has ftll
J' turnt'd a Plaet: in tht catalt}';I1
 
t
f poets by the finished i,kali:;tltit'll of t!t'l1/('stÏt- lik."-S.\Tl."RD.\Y 
REnEw. 
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Rossetti.-\Yorks by CHRISTIXA ROSSETTI:- 


GOBLIK :MARKET, ..\XD OTHER rOE
IS. \\ïth two Designs 
by D. G. ROSSETTI. Second Edition. Fear. 8vo. Ss. 
"She handles hcr little 111 17/d 'with that rare þo
tic discrimination "il'hich 
nc 9 ither 
xhallsts it of its simple 'ii'onders by pu.rhillg s)'nlbolis1ll tt}O far, 110r 
1..'t'l'pS tho.re '(('o1/{Ürs ill th
 mere!;' fabulous and capricious stage. /11 filet 
she has þroduced a tnle childrt'Il's poem, 'which is Jàr more ddightful to 
th
 mature thall to childlell, thvugh it 11J01ild be delightfitl to all."- 
SPECTATOR. 


.TIlE PRIXCF'S PROGRESS, A1\D OTHFR POE:\lS. \Vith 
1\\0 Designs by D. G. ROSSETTI. Feap. 8\'0. 6s. 
" Jlzss Rossetti's poems ar
 0/ the killd 7.t l hich recalls Shelley's dtji/litioll 
l!f Poetr)' as thi- Yt'cord 0/ the best alld haþþÎt'st m(J1llellts of the best and 
haþpiest minds. . . . They are like the pipin/[ of a bird on the spray ill 
the SIiIlShÙlt', or th
 quaillt singillK 'with Î.t./hich a child amuus itself'il'hell 
it forgets that f1llJ 1 body is listelling. "-SATCRD.\ Y RE\-IEW. 


Rossetti (W. M.).-DAXTE'S HELL. S(
" DA
TE." 


FIXE ART, chiefly Contemporary. Ðy \Yn LlA)f :\1. ROSSETTI. 
Cro\\ n 8vo. I Os. 6d. 


Thir 1'0Iulll
 consists of Criticism 011 COIlft'mjJo1"ary A r/, reprinted frt 1 1ll 
Fl3.Ser, The Saturday Review, The Pall 
bn Gazette, aJld other pub- 
licatiolls. 


RobY.-STORY OF 
\ IIODSEIIOLD, AXD OTII:CR POE::\IS. 
By l\IARY K. ROllY. Feap. 
yo. Ss. 


Shairp (Principal).-KIL
L.\IIOE, a Highland Pastoral, "ith 
other Poems. By J()II
 CAMPBELl SnAIRI'. Feap. 8\'0. S.r. 
" Ii..í"lmalzoe is a .lJ(l{hlalld Pastoral, red%lt 0/ tlte 'ivarll sift air of 
th
 Tf/ést
nl Lochs aile! JIoors, sl:etchetl (11/t 'iL'lth remarkaf./c graa alltl pic- 
turesquelless." -SATP RD_\ Y REVIEW. 
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Smith.-\Yorks by ..\1 EXAXDER S:\IITH :- 
A LIFE DR.A
L\, AXD OTHER POEMS. Fcap. 8vo. 2s. 6'/. 
CITY POE
IS. Fcap. 8voo 5s. 


ED\VI
 OF DEIRA. Second Edition. Fcap. 8vo. 5 s . 


"A þoem 'which is 11ltlr!Lf'd by the strtongth, sustained s-dJeetlless, and 
ctJmpact Itxture 0/ rCtzllijè."-NoRfn BRITISH RE\ïEW. 


Smith.-POE:\IS. By CATIU
RI
E B.\R
_\RD S'IIl'l1. 
8vo. 5s. 


Fcap. 


" lléaltlty ill ftelin;:, lIIcaIlÍJZt:, finish, and grace
' IlOt 1uithout þassion, 
u'hÙ-h is supþressed, but the kCc.'/lt:r for that." -A THE
.EU
1. 


Smith (Rev. Walter).-HY
IXS OF CIIRI-)T AXD TIlE 
CHRISTL\
 LIFE. By the Rev. \V ALTER C. ::;:\IITII, 
r. A. 
Fcap. 8\"0. 6s. 


" These are among the swedest sacnd poems 7i'e ha'i'e l'ead for a 1(l1
l? 
time. IVilh 110 profuse image1')', e.xpressing a range of feeli11g and 

xþressioll by 110 means uncom/1lon, they are true and efevalt'd, and th, . 
þathos is profound alld silllplt-."-XO
CO
FORMIST. 


Stratford de Redcliffe (Viscount).-SH.\DO\\
S OF 
THE P..\ST, in Yerse. By YISCOUNT STRATFORD DE RFD- 
CLIFFE. Crown 8vo. I Os. 6d. 


" The ('
forolls words 0/ OJ/(' who has acted'l/igorotlsly. The;' combine 
thefi'17'Ollr (if politiâall alld þod. "-G{;ARDIA
. 


Trench.-\Yorks by R. ClIE)iEVIX TRENCH, D.D., Archbishop 
of Dublin. See also Sections "PHILOSOPHY,' "TIIEOLOG\,"&c. 


POE
lS. Collected and arranged anc\\. Fcap. 8\0. is. 6d 


ELEGIAC l)OE
lS. Fcap. 8\"0. 2s. 6d. 
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Trench (Archbishop), kontÍ1l1.ed)- 


CALDEROX'S 1.1 FE'S .A nRE.-\:U: TI:e Great Theatre of the 
\Y orld. \Yith an E
say on his J ife and (;enius. Feap. S, o. 
4-1". 6d, 


.. 


IlOCSEIIOI D no( >K OF E!\GLlSIl rOETRY. Selected 
ntl 
arranged, with X otes, hy R. C. TREXCH, D. D., Archbishop of 
J>llhlin. Extra fcap. 8"0. 5s. 6d. 


This 'ó'(Jlul1lc is called a " l.lcmst'hold B(1ok," by this namc i11lþ
}'illg that 
it is a /lo(1k fin. all-that thL'rt..' is 1lothing ill it to þre;.'{:llt it fron bei/l,:; 
ronjÙklltl)' þlaad in the hands of ".'CI)' membt:r if' Iht! hOllse/wld. Sþi'Ú- 
11It"llS of all rlas!{'! 0/ podl]' are ,giz'c:n, including selections from living 
authors. The Editor has aimed to þrt)duce a book" 'which the ('migrant, 
jil:ding 1"OO11l fi'r little 1/ot absolutely lleassar)', might yd jiml room fi'r 
in his Irun!.', and tht' tra,;,dler il1 Itis kllaþsad:, and that Oil some '!zarrO';t' 
.\'hd'i.'t's ';l,hel't..' there are þ''il' boo!.'s Ihis migl/t be olle." 
" Tie .1 rchbishoþ has cOllfi'rred ill this dt..lighljitl z'olume all imþorta lit 
giJi Dll the ,;<'hole Ellglish-.fj>ärl..'illg pOþulation (ý the 'world." -PAl L 
:\L\LL G.\ZETTE. 



.\CRED LA TIX P()ETRY, Chiefly Lyrical. Selected and an"angell 
for Use. Sceonll Edition, Corrected and hnproyed. Feap. S, o. 
,.f. 


.. The aim of the l'l"t'J"t..'nl 'i'Olmlh' is to oJioo to members of 0111' L O Il,fIÙh 
Church tl cO!lCctit111 iif the best sao 'el Latill podr)', sllch as tht.)' shall 1 0 ': 
aMt..' t'1/tire
}' and ht'arti
1' to acctpt 111 d aþpro<.le-a c{'llt!ction, that is, ill 'ii.'hich 
tht)' shall 1I0t be {"i't'r11wre liable 1(1 be (1ft'lldäl, aud to haz't..' tlte current t1 
thdr '
}'/1lþathics chi'd.'äl, by coming UPOll that'illhich, hO'ii}e'i}cr beautiflll as 
Pih''':I', (lut if higher n:.rpccts tht')' 1//llst nji'd aud ci)J/dt'11l1l-ÙZ 'ii'hich, tt'{', 
th'
1' shall I/(It fi'm. that SIlt11t'.f arc bei//g laid for them, to entangle tht/1/ 
/l1/a'ti.'arcs ill admiralÙ'1/ for ought 'ëi.'hich is Ùlcollsist
';1! 'i.(.'ilk their faith 
flJ/d J
'a!f.J' tt' their {I(C'// .rJirillia! II/{/tl/t'r."- J>REr.\CE. 
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Turner .-SüXXETS. J3y the Rev. CHARLES TEX:iYSO:\ 
TURl'ER. Dedicated to hi,;; brother, the Poet Laureate. Fcap. 
8vo. 4S. 6d. 


" Th
 S01lllds ar
 dt'dimtäl to .JIr. r,.'/lIl)'SOIl åy his brother, and haL'c. 
iud,,/tlldt:lltl,)' of their 11l
rits, an inttrcst 0/ associatÙJ1l. They both lo'i!c to 
';l'ritl' ill simp/': expnssive Saxoll,o both lo'(/c to touch their imagen' in 
tjithds rather thall Í11 formal similes
' both have a delicate þerceþtioll 
(?f r)'tl.micaJ J/lO'NJJleut, a1ld thus lJIr. Tunlcr has occasiollallillu which, 
þJ)" þhrl1se alld music, might be ascribèd to his brother. . . . .lIe kno'iC's 
tÌll' haunts of the 'ii,ild I"OSe, the shady noolu 'illh
n light qUÍ'l',:rs through 
t he ICll
'('S, the ruralitÙs, ill short, 0/ the/a Iltl of imagiuatioll." -A TIIE:'-JÆUM. 


S
IALL TABLE4\ UX. }'cap.8\"0. 4J'.6(l 


,. Fhcs
 briLf POt'lllS haz'e 1/ot 0111)' a þeculiar !.:illd oj inlLrest for th
 
studt'llt oj Ellglish þoelJy, but arc intrinsically ddightful, and LviII rf"il'artl 
a mrqul alldfn'qucllt perusal. Full 0/ lU1ï.,t!t!, þid)', ltÆ-'t', alld kJlot...'ltc({
 
(!l /lalural olljixts, and t'.lch t'xprcssillg a sillgle and gt'llcrally a simple 
suhjcd /Jy 1Jleans (if 1//ÍJiltk and origillal þictorial touches, these S01l1lds 
í(?"i'C a place of their 07':1//. "-PALL :\IALL GA7ETTE. 


V ittoria Colonna. - LIFE AXD rOE
lS. 13y 
1rs. lIEXR\ 
Rascal:. Crown 8\"0. 9s. 


TILt' lif
 of 17ttoria Cololllla, the Ct'lt-bratäl _1Iarchesa di Pescara, /:a,,' 
r{,-á,'{'d but cur.'ì(l1J' 1l0tiCt' from all)' Ellò-lish 'ivrikr, though ill t7't o ry' 
IÚ. r t01J' of ItalJl k'r Jla1Jl
 is ?uclltiollt'l1 <l,ith græt honour amo1lg the þods 
(!l the sixtecllth ccntur)'. "Ill three hUlldred and fifty J't'ars," says ht'"Y 
biographer 17sco1lti ø U there has btl'1l /10 otTter Italiall lady 'il.ho ca'l b
 
,'oJJ/par
d to hl'r." 


"It is "i.{'rillol "i.i'ith g(J(Jd tastt', "i.l'ith quiL!.: and i1/tdligt'1lt sJ lIlþa hy, 
IJt'casÙwallJ' ,cith n ,'('al fn'Û:ness alld (-hll1l1l (if sfJ'l ."-P.\LL :\L\LL 
CA7r J'n::. 
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GEJ.rER.AL C.A T.ÆILOGl.TE. 


Webster.-\Yorks by AtJGUSTA \YEHSTER:- 
DRA:\IA TIC STUDIES. Extra fcap. 8vo. 5 s . 
" . J z'olllllle as stroJ/g
1' IJ/tlrkc:d by þ
,jèct tasÜ as k1' þodic þù<ur.'
 
K U
('I)
 FURM IS r. 


. 


PRO:\IETIIFCS nOUXD OF ..ESCIIYLCS. Literally translated 
into English Yerse. E:\.tra fcap. 8vo. y. 6d. 
"Closcness and simplicity combined 'Z.c.fith literary skill."-ATHENÆ(;).I. 


)lEDEA OF EüRIPIDES. Literally translated into English Ver
c. 
E:\.tra fcap. Svo. 3.1'. 6tl. 
"J/rs. I Vebstcr s trmulatioll SUI passes ollr utmost eXptxtatiolls. It i.r II 
phott l grt1þh of the origillal t(.,ithollt any of that narshllt's,s "itJhÙ:h so l1it'Jl 
accompanies a þhotograþh."- \VESTMI:\STER H E\"IE\\". 


A \YO:\IAK SOLD, AXD OTHER POE:\[S. Crown 8\"0. 7s. Gtl. 


".JIrs. Htbst
r has ShOtt"1 us that she is ablt! to drm.., admiraN)' from 
th
 l
; that she Cll1t obser;.1e 'l..,ith subtld)', a1ld rt.'llder hcr obserz'at.'o1/.r 
Ãvith ddiúlC)'; that sh call impersoJlate comPlex c01lccþtions, alld "iI('llture 
lIlto whidl ft!'it.' lit/i/lg'itJriters call follow her."-Gu ARDI.-\
. 


W oolner .-
lY DE.\ {
Tn< VI. LADY. 
\\ïth a \ïgnctte by ARTHI;R IIrGHES. 
8\"0. 5,Ç. 
" It is ,-!Lad)' th
 1" oduct tif 110 idk hour, but a h ighl)',coIlCt'Ì';:'l'd tlIlll 
jizitl1jìill)'-t'xeatlt'd task, self-imþoSt'd, and promþted by that Ùl'Zt'ani )'eanl- 
iug to utter gn'at thoughts, and a Î.l}caltll of passionate fidillg 'Lt,hich Ù 
þodic gc:nius. ..Yo mtlll Cllll nml hÙ þocm úJithout being strud..' by tht 
fitness alld .finish if thi.' ';(!(1r!..'l1/tlllJhiþ, so to sþea!..', as ';t.-,t'll as by tht' (has- 
Ülltd and unþrett'l/tlillg It?ftÍ111'sS of thought tc..'hich ptrz.'ades the t.t..'l:ok" 
G LHn:. 


Dy TUO::\[AS \YuOLl'FR. 
Third EditicJ/!. Fcap. 


\YORDS FRO:\I TIlE POETS. Selected by the Eùìtor of U Rays of 
Sunlight." 'Yith a Yignetle and Frontispiece. I Kmo. E:\.tra 
cloth gilt. 2s. 6d. Cht'aþO" Editioll, I Smo. limp., Is. 



GLOBE 


E D I T ION S. 


U!\DFR the title GLOBE EDITIONS, the Publishers ar
 
issuing a uniform Series of Standard English Authors, 
carefully edited, clearly and elegantly printed on toned 
paper, strongly bound, and at a s111all cost. The nan1CS of 
the Editors whom they have been fortunate enough to 
secure constitute an indisputable guarantee as to the 
character of the Series. The greatest care has been taken 
to ensure accuracy of text; adequate notes, elucidating 
historical, literary, and philological points, have been sup- 
plied; and, to the older Authors, glossaries are appenrled. 
The series is especially adapted to Students of our national 
Literature; while the slnall price places good editions of 
certain books, hitherto pOIJularly inaccessible, within the 
rcach of all. 


Shakespeare.-THE CO:\IPLETE \YORKS OF "'ILlIA::\1 
SHAKESPEARE. Edited by \V. G. CLARK and \Y. 
\LDb 
""RIGHT. Ninety-first Thousand. Globe 8vo. 3s. 6,1. 


" .1 f1larl 1 el of beauty, cheaþlless, alld c011lþactllus. The 'whole works- 
plays, poems, and SOllnets--are c01ltai1led Í1l one small 'Z'olum,:: yet tlit 
þag
 is peifc,ctlv dear and rr:adabÜ. . . . .For the busy mall, abQ'l l e all 
.for t i
 'il'OrkÍ11g Studt'llt, the Globe EditÍtJIl is the be.rt of all existing 
Shak
rjCtl r
 rø l 1k.\'." -. \ I'll EX .1:." 
I. 



34 


GEl\
ERAL CA T.l.lLOG
TE. 


Morte D'Arthur.-SIR THOMAS :MALORV'S BOOK OF 
KI"\'"G ARTHUR AND OF HIS NOBLE KXIGHTS OF 
THh ROUKD T
\BLE. The Edition of CAXTON, revised for 
:\Iodern Use. \Vith n Introduction by SIR EDWARD STRAClIEY, 
Bart. Globe 8vo. 3s. 6d. Third Edition. 


" It is 'with the most jw:ftct cOltjidence that W
 ncoml1t
ld this editi{lll oj 
tlte old rOmal1"e to n/ery dass (if r
tlders."-PALL 
IALL G.\lET rEo 


Scott.-THE POETICAL \\ Ol{I

 OF SIR 
SCOTT. \\'ïth 13iographical Essay, by F. T. 
Globe 8vo. 3s. 6d. 


,V ALTER 
PALGRAVE. 


" As a þoþular 
ditÙJ1l it Ùavl's 1lothing to k desired. The "ivallt oj 
slich nil 011
 has 10/1.[[ óeen flit, combiniNg real i:.Xc:ell,'llce with cheaþ/tus." 

 PECT \TOR. 


BurnS.-THE PC )ETICAL 'VORh..S _\Xl) LETTERS Of 
ROBERT BURXS. Edited, with Life, bY.l.\LExAr;DER S1\1I1'II. 
Globe 8\"0. 3. f . 6d. 


" The worl..s oftht" bard have 11l
'é."r beèl1 o..lfin'd ill such a complctefi.J1 111 
It a ÚllgÜ volu11lt.."- GLASGOW DAILY II I:..RALD. 
., Ad11lirabÜ ill all nsþeds."-SPEC rATOR. 


Robinson Crusoe.-TIIE ADVENTURES OF }{UBI
SO
 
CR U SOE. By DEFOE. Ldited, from the Original Edition, by 
J. \Y. CLARK, :\I.
\., Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. 
\Vith Introduction by I1EXRY KIXGSLI:Y. Globe 8\"0. 3 s . 6d. 


" Th
 Globe Editioll of RobÍ1/.1'OIl Crusoe is a bO(lk 10 htl"i/
 and to I.."eel. 
It is pYlllted after the origi11al editiòlls, with the quai11t old Sþellil1g
 alld 
s published ill admirable stJl/
 as ngards tyþe, paper, and binding. A 
well-written and gC1lial bWg1aphical illtroductio1t, b.y...1I". IIemJI KÍ11gs1eJ/, 
is lik
vise an attractive feature of this cditi l l:1."-:\loR:\I:\G STAR. 



CLVB
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Goldsmith.-GOLDS!\IITII'S 
IISCELLAXEOUS \YOH.KS. 
\Vith Biographical Essay by Professur 
I ASSO
. Glohe 8vo. 
3s. 6d. 


This edition Í11clltd
s the 'ZtJhoÜ of Goldsmith's JIIisullalleotls lVorks- 
the Vicar of 
Vake.field, Pla)'s, Poems, &c. Of the memoÙ- the SCOTSMAN 
11l''ZtJsþaþer writes: "Such an adlllirabl
 compendium of th
 facts of 
Goldsmith's li.f.', and so canful alld mi1l1de a delineation of the lIlix
d 
trails of his þt'Cllliar character, as to be a "lJery model of a lilerar) 
biograPhy. " 


Pope.-THE POETICAL 'YORKS OF ALEXA
DER POPE. 
Edited, with :\lemoir and Notes, by Profes
or \Y ARn. Globe 
8vo. 3.1'. 6d. 


" Th
 book is ha1ll'som
 and halldy. . . . The !totes are mall)', and 
th
 matler if them is rich Ùt i1ltrrest."-A THE
,-IT
I. 


Spenser. - THE POETICAL 'YORKS OF EI>
IU:\D 
SPEXSER. Edited by R. :\fORRIS, J,-ing's College, London. 
Glohe 8vo. 3s. 6d. 


'* *.at Other 
tandard \V orks are in the Press. 


GOLDEN TREASURY SERIES. 


Uniformly printed in 18mo., with Yîgnette Titles by SIR 
NOEL PATO
, 1'. \VOOL:NER, 'Y'. HOL:\IAN HUXT, J. E. 

hLLAIS, ARTHUR HUGHES, &c. Engraveò on Steel by 
JEENS. Bounò in e>..tra cloth, -IS. 6d.; n1orocco pbin, 7J. 6d. 
morocco extra, IO.f. 6d. each volume. 
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GENERAL CATALOGúTE. 


u 11/essrs. .J/àcmillan hav
, ill their Golden Treasury SerÙs uþecia/ly, 
provided 
ditiolls of standard works, volumes of selected pot!ry, ana 
original compositions, which elttitle this series to be called classical. 
lVothing Call be better tha the literary execution, nothing more elegant 
thall th material'ivork11latlshrp."-BRITISH QPARTERLY REYIEW. 


THE GOLDE
 TREASURY OF THE BEST SONGS AKD 
LYRICAL POE
IS IN THE EXGLISI-I LANGUAGE. 
Selected and arranged, with Notes, by FRANCIS TURXER 
PALGRAVE. 


" This delightful little volume, the Golden Treasltr)', 'which contaills 
mallY of the but origi1rallyrical pÙces O1ld songs in our lang1tag
, grouped 
7.vith car
 and skill, so as to illustrate each other like the pictures ill a 
7.vell-arranged gallery. "-QUARTERLY REVIEW. 


THE CHILDREN'S GARLAND FRO
r THE BEST POETS. 
Selected and arranged by COVE
TRY PATMORE. 


" It includes specimens of all the gr
at masters Í11 the art 0/ poetr)', 
selectt:d 'with the matured judgm
nt of a man concentrated OIl obtainillg 
insight into th
 fieli1lgs and tast
s of childhood, aud desirous to awaken its 
fin
st impulses, to cultivate its kee test sel1sibilities."-
10RNING POST. 


THE BOOK OF PRAISE. From the Best English Hymn \\"riters. 
Selected and arranged by SIR ROUNDELL PALMER. A M"Wand 
Enlarged Edition. 


" A II previous compilations of this kind must undeniably for the pres
nt 
give Place to the Book of Praise. . . . The selection has been mad
 
throughout with sound judgme1lt and critical taste. The pains Í11'Z'ol'ved 
in this comPilation must have been immense, embracing, as it does, roery 
writer of /lote Í11 this special provi1lce o.f English literature, and ranging 
over the most 7.úidely di1.'ergtltt tracts of ,.el
l.,l"iolis thought." -SA TURD 1\ Y 
REYIFW. 



(;()LI)I
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THE FAIRY BOOK; the Best Popular Fairy Stories. Selected anù 
rendered anew by the Author of "JOH:-' HALIFAX. GE:'-tTLE
AN." 


"A delightful s
lection, in a delightful 
xt
Y11al form; full of th
 
physical sþlendour and vast oþttlenc
 of proper fairy tales."-SPECTATOR. 


TIlE BALLAD BOOK. A Selection of the Choicest British Ballads. 
Edited by \VILLIAM ALLI:r\'GHAM. 


" His taste as a judge of old þoetry 'Will óe fo1tnd f by all acquain'ed ,<<lith 
the varÙnts readi1lgs of old English ballads, true enough to justify his 
undertaking so critical a task. "-SATURDAY REVIEW. 


THE JEST BOOK. The Choicest Anecdotes and Sayings. Selected 
and arranged by l\IARK LEMO
. 


" The fullest alld best jest book that has )'et apþea1t'd."-SATURDAY 
REYIEW. 


HACOX'S ESSAYS .\ND COLOURS OF GOOD A
D EVIl.. 
\\ïth Kotes and Glossarial Index. By \Y. ALDIS ""'RIGHT, 
I..\. 


" The beautiful little edition of Bacon's Essays, 1UJ<tJ b
f(1re us, dou 
credit to th
 /ast
 GIld scholarship of .1IIr. Aldis Wright. . . . It þld.r the 
r
ader in poss
sio1t of all the ess
ntial literary facts and chro1lolog)' 
11
cessary for reading th
 Essays in cOll1lexi011 with Baco1l's life al1d 
tim
." -S PECT A TOR. 


" By far th
 most c011lþlet
 as well as 
he most elegant editiofl we 
þoss
S."-\VESTMINSTER REVIEW. 


THE PILGRIM'S PROGRESS from this \Yorld to that which is to 
come. By JOHr-; HU
YA
. 
" A belllltif71/ and .rdro/tlr
1' ref,""r!. "-SPFCTATOR. 
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GEj\/E'RAL CATALOGUE. 


THE SUKD
\ Y BOOK OF POETRY FOR TilE YOl.;XG. 
Selected and arranged by C. F. AI.FXA ,OER. 


., ..1 'w
ll-sddlt'd í.!cJ!1l11lt: sa Ted podl J ."- SPECTATOR, 


\. BOOK OF GOLDEN DEEDS of an Times and all Countries. 
Gathered and narrated anew. By the Author of .. THE HEIR OF 
REDCL YFFF.." 


". . . To th
 )'oll1lg,/or'wl101Jt it is uþeclally illtl'lldc'd, as a1l10st i1lteresting 
collectioll vf thrillillg tales 'Well told; mid to their elders, as a llsiful ha1ld- 
book of reference, alld a pleasant o
 to ttlke up 1.vhell their 'wish is tv while 
(1((.1(1)' a Wt'ary ha!fhottr. IIi! hav
 see1l, 1/0 þrettÙr gift-book jòr a IOIIoÇ 
till/t." -A THF.I\.F.U
I. 


THE POETICAL \YORKS OF ROBERT BURNS, Edited, with 
Biographical :\lemoir, 1\otes, and Glossary, by Al.EXANDER 
S
flTH, Two Voig. 


"Beyond all questiolt this is the most beautiful editiolt of Btl1IlS 
yd out."-EOlr\ßURf;H DAII v REVIEW. 


TIlE ADVE:l\TURE:, OF ROBI
SON CRUSOE. Edited from 
the Original Edition by J. ,Yo CLARK, M.A" Fellow of Trinity 
College, Cambridge. 


" .iJIutl1ated alld modified editliJ1ts of this English dauic ar
 so milch 
the rule, that a chtap a1ld pretty copy of it, Yl
idlJ' exact to th
 original, 
'will be a þri:;e to mallY book-btlJ'"s."-ExAMI
ER. 


THE REPUBLIC OF PLATO. TRA
SLATED into EXGL1SH, with 
Notes. by J. Ll. DAVIES, 
L
\. and D. J. VAUGH.\:\, :M.A. 


" A dt1ill
J' and cieùþ litt/l' ('di/ioll."-ExA
II':\F.R. 
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TIlE saxe 1300h.. \Yords and Tune.;; from the be
t Poct
 and 
-:\lusÍcÍans. Selected and arranged by JOH
 IIULL.\H, Professor 
of Y ocal 
I u
ic in King's College, London. 


"A choice collec!Ùw of the stcrlÙzg songs 0/ Ellglalld, Scotlalld, alld 
Irelalld, with the music of each prqi.xcd to th
 'words. Ilo'lt' much /r/l
 
.l'holeso1lle pleasun sudz a book can diffuse, and wIll diffus
, 'we trust, 
thr01I!:,'h lIlfl1zJ' thousam{ fmtlilies." -EXA!o.IIt'tER. 


l.\ L VRE FRAXC.\ISE. Selected and arranged, with Notes, by 
GrsT.\ "E :\IASSU"\, French 
laster in Harrow School. 


.1 sekctioJl of tht' best French SOllgs allt! lyrical Pieces. 


TO::\I BRO\YN'
 SCHOOL DAYS. By an OLD BoY. 
" .1 perf Lei gem tif a blJok. Tht! bt'st and most hc:a/th)' book about boJ's 
lor bt1J'S that n'er <Vi/.)" ,<<'riltt"!l. "-ILLt:STI
ATFD TDIES. 



LONDOS : 
R, CLAY, SONS, AND TAYLOR, PRI
TERS. 
BREAD STREET HILL. 
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